As Amended by House Committee

Session af2023

HOUSE BILL No, 2302

By Committee op Water
2-6

ing to funding for the state water plan and
water infrastructure Projects; creating the water technical assistance
fund and watey projects grant fund; authorizing the Kangag water office
to provide grants from such fynds and adopt ruleg and regulations to
establish the criteria for grants from such funds; distributing a portion
of the revenue from the sales ang compensating use tax to the state
water plan fund; amending K.S.A. 82a-951 and K.S.A. 2022 Supp. 79-
3620, 79-3710, 79-4804 and 82a-953a and repealing the existing
Sections,

Be it enacteq by the Legisiatyre of the State of Kansas:

New Section 1. (@) on July 1, 2023, and each July 1 thereafter
through July 1, 2028, no transfers to the state water plan fund pursuant to
K.S.A, 79-4804 and 82a-953a, and amendments thereto, shall be made jf

thereto, except that:
(A) On July 1, 2023, angd each July | thereafter through July 1,2028,

@) $5,000,000 shall be transferred from the state water plan fund to
the water technical assistance fiynd established in section 2, and

(B) forthe fiscal years ending June 30, 2024, June 30, 2025, and June
30, 2026, an amo Int not less than § 15,000,000 fiom the state watey plan

made if the fy)] amount of sales tax rfevenue authorized for distribution by
KSA. 79-3620 and 79-3710, and amendments thereto, is transferred to
the state water plan fund,
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(3) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2028, On
July 1, 2028, the director of accounts and reports shall transfer all moneys
in the water technical assistance fund and the water projects grant fund to
the state water plan fund and all liabilities of the water technical assistance
fund and the water projects grant fund shall be imposed upon the state
water plan fund. On July 1, 2028, the water technical assistance fund and
the water projects grant fund shall be abolished.

() (1) (A) Notwithstanding any restrictions in K.S.A. 82a-951, and
amendments thereto, the Kansas water authority may recommend to the
legislature the appropriation of up to 10% of the unencumbered balance of
the state water plan fund to be used to supplement salaries of existing state
agency full-time equivalent employees and for funding new full-time
equivalent positions created to implement the state water plan. Moneys
from such appropriation may be used to supplement existing positions, but
such moneys shall not be used to replace state general fund moneys, any
fee fund moneys or other funding for positions existing on July 1, 2023,

(B) Eligible full-time equivalent positions that moneys may be used
for pursuant to this paragraph include engineers, geologists, hydrologists,
environmental scientists, attorneys, resource planners, grant specialists and
any other similar positions.

(2) If at least two conservation districts present a joint proposal to the
Kansas water authority for a position or positions to provide shared
services to all districts involved in such proposal, the Kansas water
authority may recommend that moneys be used to supplement the salary or
salaries of such position or positions pursuant to paragraph (1).

(d) All reporting requirements established in K.S.A. 82a-951, and
amendments thereto, shall continue and such reporting requirements shall
apply to the water technical assistance fund established in section 2, and
amendments thereto, and the water projects grant fund established in
section 3, and amendments thereto,

New Sec. 2. (a) (1) There is hereby established in the state treasury
the water technical assistance fund. The fund shall be administered by the
Kansas water office. Expenditures from such fund shall be used for the
purposes described in subsection (b). All expenditures shall be made in
accordance with appropriation acts upon warrants of the director of
accounts and reports issued pursuant to vouchers approved by the director
of the Kansas water office, or such director's designee,

(2) Whenever the unencumbered balance of the water technical
assistance fund exceeds $15,000,000, such—excess—moneys—may be-
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appropriated”
(b) (1) The water technical assistance fund shall be used by the

the director of the Kansas water office shall certify such excess
amount to the director of accounts and reports. Upon receipt of
such certification, the director of accounts and reports shall
transfer such certified excess amount from the water technical
assistance fund to the state general fund




