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Date: January 26, 2026

To:  Representative Susan Humphries, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

From: City of Topeka

Re:  HB 2352 - Proponent Testimony

Thank you, Chair Humphries, Vice Chair Williams, Ranking Member Osman, and members of
the committee for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB 2352.

The City of Topeka’s 2026 Legislative Agenda, as adopted by the Governing Body, expresses the
City’s strong support for state-level efforts to combat child sexual abuse and to strengthen
safeguards that enhance prevention, expand support for survivors, and provide resources and
training to better protect children from abuse.

HB 2352 expands the list of mandatory reporters of suspected physical, mental, emotional, or
sexual abuse of a child to include ordained ministers of religion, while preserving protections for
penitential communications. The bill also directs the Department of Children and Families to
provide child abuse prevention training for all mandatory reporters, including healthcare
professionals, educators, childcare providers, law enforcement officers, and firefighters.

The City of Topeka believes this legislation will strengthen protections for children by ensuring
suspected abuse is identified and reported, and that perpetrators are held accountable. Additionally,
the required training will equip mandatory reporters with the knowledge and tools necessary to
recognize the signs of abuse and respond appropriately, helping to prevent further harm.

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit proponent testimony on HB 2352. The City of
Topeka respectfully urges the committee to give this bill favorable consideration.



