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I am testifying as a proponent of this bill because it is clear the harms inherent to the status
quo clearly outweigh any fringe losses pursuant to enactment of this law.

Per the first page of the KBl report referenced by other proponents of this bill, and | admit---|
couldn't make it past the first page, the number of children harmed and the span of time
over which this harm took place tells me that no other measure has yet succeeded to stop
children from being hurt and | see no alternative to stop more children from being harmed
the same way. | do think deeply about preventing harm to children.

There are more benefits to this law than meet the eye. You may think these benefits are
irrelevant, but | would like to tell you about them and then you decide what matters to you.
The first benefit to this law is that it puts reporting tools in the hands of clergy and if they are
willing, they can also use these tools to safely help disabled adults report abuse when itis
needed, and it allows such people to choose to ask for help instead of hiding abuse.
Disabled individuals are often kept at home and isolated from known mandatory reporters
like doctors and social workers, so the availability of reporting tools can help a lot of people
who may have no other contact with the outside world. Abusers do not question contact
with clergy and participation in bible study groups as much as they question other activity.

| want to tell you that there will some detrimental impact from this law. These detriments
likely pale in comparison to the amount of harm this bill will solve. The primary detriment is
that some parents may keep their children from attending church activities when they
show injuries consistent with abuse. This can actually prevent detection in the first place,
but these practices were common long before any profession was ever subject to
mandatory reporting. Children are kept out of school and away from doctors, Sunday
school, and the watchful eye of the public as it is and have been for a century. We have
addressed a part of this problem through truancy laws.

Itis simply my belief that we will see a lot more children saved, than falling through the
cracks, and we also have opportunity for mothers to reach out in secret at women's bible
studies, and safely ask for help for themselves and their children.

| want to give you a little more information through the lense of criminal justice. The best and
most easily available data synthesized from Surveys of Inmates in State or Federal Correctional
Facilities at the Bureau of Justice Statistics indicates that 14.4% of men and 36.7% of women
in state prisons across the country experienced physical or sexual abuse before the age of 18.
The best data set | could find was from 1999, however a relaunch of these surveys similar to

that of local jails in 2024 may be assistive in the future if the NIJ sees fit. | firmly believe that this



abuse is causal to a pathology that impairs individuals from perceiving boundaries of rights,
safety, and welfare for themselves and others and view it as a causative factor of felony crime.
Anything we can do to prevent child abuse before it happens and intervene when it has already
occurred will likely reduce crime rates considerably, especially given that prison inmates are
usually not first time offenders and this population has also committed serious, felony crimes,
above all else. This is a public safety issue and | firmly believe this law will make our state a
safer place not only for children, but for the general public, and that as long as we do not
compromise public safety through other legislation, this action will be felt in our communities.
Kansas will be a safer place, and fewer people will suffer the deleterious effects of crime.

Lastly, | want to tell you the story of a man who would likely have come to you today and
testified, but he cannot, and, as his partner, | feelit's my duty to him to tell you his story,
that this is what he would have wanted. His name was James. James was the child of drug
addicts who neglected and starved him. One of his earliest memories was from around the
age of three, when he lived with his parents in a hotel across the street from a Methodist
Churchin Salina. He remembered trying to wake his parents from their drug induced
stupor to visit the church's food pantry, because he had no food and was very hungry, and
he could not. They wouldn't wake up. They were too far gone from the heroin. He was seen
very frequently at this church with his parents, and through it all, even after having been
beaten in the head with a baseball bat at age five, and receiving no medical care
whatsoever, even though his little head swelled up to the size of a basketball and he was
battered and bruised, no one ever said a word. They saw him, I'm sure. He always
wondered why no one ever reported the abuse to authorities back then. | cannot answer
that, but | firmly believe that given their extremely poor judgement about everything before
they got clean---his parents could not have and would not have been able to hide it, and if
there is another little boy like him today, then if you pass this law, | hope that little boy will
never have to wonder the way that James wondered. If only some one sees him, if only,
they will have no choice but to report it.
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