
Education Funding Task Force 
School Finance Formula Considerations Worksheet 

State Foundation Aid 

Student Based Formula 
Currently, State Foundation Aid is a student-based formula. The majority of states 

use a student-based formula for their primary funding model. 
Questions to consider: 

1. Keep a student-based formula? YES NO 

2. If No to Question 1, what other types of model would you consider would work better 

for Kansas? 

a. Resource based (districts receive funding sufficient to pay for minimum 
required resources such as staffing, services, or programs.) 

b. Hybrid (student and resource based) 
c. Other (such as Vermont's or Wisconsin's formulas) 

Thoughts/Notes: 

BASE 
Currently, Kansas has a BASE, which increases yearly based on the three year 

average change in the CPI-U Midwest. The BASE for Kansas in FY 2026 (SY 2025-2026) is 
$5,615. 
Questions to consider: 

1. Keep a BASE? YES NO 

2. If Yes, maintain the BASE increase as the 3-year average of CPI-U? YES NO 

3. If No to Question 2, what, if anything, would you base the increase on? 

Thoughts/Notes 
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Education Funding Task Force 
School Finance Formula Considerations Worksheet 

FTE Calculation 
Currently, a school district's enrollment (for the purposes of the school finance 

formula) is calculated as the sum of the prior or current year's full-time equivalent (FTE) of 
students enrolled in and attending the school district on September 20th, any additional 
military students on February 20th of the current school year, and the current year's At-Risk 
Pre-K students FTE to determine the Adjusted FTE Enrollment. 
Questions to consider: 

1. Keep using the FTE model for student count? YES NO 

2. If No to Question 1, what alternative would you prefer? 

3. Keep using the following components for determining a school district's Adjusted 

FTE Enrollment? 

a. Priororcurrentyear? YES NO 

b. September 20th count day? YES NO 

c. February 20th county day for military students? YES NO 

d. Current year enrollment of At-Risk Pre-K students? YES NO 

4. If No to any part of Question 3, describe why you do not wish to retain that 

component and what alternative you would replace it with. 

Thoughts/ Notes: 
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Weightings 
Currently, there are 11 weightings in statute for the school finance formula for State 

Foundation Aid. 

Please rank in order of importance: 

_ Ancillary School Facilities Weighting 

_At-Risk Weighting 

_ Bilingual Weighting 

_ Career Technical Education Weighting 

_ Cost-of-Living Weighting 

_ High-Density At-Risk Weighting 

_ High Enrollment Weighting 

_ Low Enrollment Weighting 

_ Special Education Weighting 

_ School Facilities Weighting 

_Transportation Weighting 

Thoughts/ Notes: 
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Education Funding Task Force 
School Finance Formula Considerations Worksheet 

Questions to consider for each weighting: 

Weighting Current Weighting Factor Keep this Do you have issues 
weighting? with the way the 
Y/N weighting works 

currently? 
Ancillary School Authorized property tax levy 
Facilities / BASE (with certain other 

requirements 

At-Risk 0.484 
Uses Free Lunch students 
as stand in for calculations 

Bilingual Hours= 0.395 
or 
Headcount= 0.185 

Career Technical 0.5 
Education 

Cost-of-Living Cannot exceed a 
percentage of the USD's 
State Foundation Aid 
Cap for FY 2025 was 0.127 
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Weighting Current Weighting Factor 

High-Density At-risk Pop. of 50%+ 
At-Risk = 0.105 

At-Risk Pop. of 35-50% 
= 0.7 for amount above 
35% 

High Enrollment 0.03504 for districts with 
greater than 1,622 students 

Low Enrollment Districts with 5:100 
students= 101.4 
That amount 
decreases to approximately 
3.5 percent as enrollment 
approaches 1,622 students 

Special Education Special Education State 
Aid/ BASE 
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Weighting Current Weighting Factor Keep this Do you have issues Ways to resolve those issues 
weighting? with the way the 
Y/N weighting works 

currently? 
School Facilities 0.25 (with certain other 

requirements) 

Transportation Per capita amount based 
on the USD's density figure 

Are there any weightings you would like to add? 

Weighting Name Weighting Factor Reasons you think this would be helpful 
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Education Funding Task Force 
School Finance Formula Considerations Worksheet 

Supplemental State Aid and Local Option Budget 

Currently, local school boards are required to adopt a local option budget (LOB) 

which is at least 15 percent, but no more than the statewide average, of the school district's 

total foundation aid. The percentage can go up to 33 percent with additional steps. This 

funding is to provide supplemental funding for a school district's operational expenses. This 

funding is on top of the State Aid and federal money that the school district receives. 

LOB revenue comes from local property taxes and Supplemental State Aid from the State. 

Money generated by either funding source can be spent on most expenses a school district 

incurs to operate. 

Supplemental State Aid: Because property valuations vary widely between school districts 

in Kansas, Supplemental State Aid is provided by the State as a form of equalization aid. 

The lower a school district's assessed property valuations per pupil (AVPP) is, the more 

Supplemental State Aid it receives for its LOB. After the amount is determined, districts are 

then responsible for funding the rest of the LOB with local property taxes. Equalization, 

therefore, effectively serves as property tax relief for school districts with smaller tax bases. 

The equalization formula for the LOB is calculated using each school district's 3-year 

average AVPP. Any district with an AVPP of 81.2 percent or above of the highest school 

district AVPP will receive no Supplemental State Aid. Supplemental State Aid is calculated 

as the percentage difference between a school district's AVPP and the 81.2 percent 

threshold. 

Local Option Budget 

Questions to consider: 

1. Keep a local option budget (LOB)? YES NO 

2. If Question 1 is a Yes, do you want to maintain LOB between 15 percent and 

statewide average? YES NO 

3. If Question 1 is a Yes, do you want to keep the cap at 33 percent? YES NO 

4. If Question 1 is a No, what other direction do you want to go? 
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Supplemental State Aid 

Questions to consider: 

1. Keep Supplemental State Aid? YES NO 

2. If Question 1 is a Yes, maintain current equalization formula? YES NO 

3. If Question 2 is a No, what do you want to change? 

a. Equalization percentage (81.2 percent)? YES NO 

b. 3-year average AVPP? YES NO 

c. Other? _____________________ _ 

4. If Question 1 is a Yes, maintain the required transfers for At-Risk, Bilingual, and 

Special Education? 

a. At-Risk YES 

b. Bilingual YES 

c. Special Education 

Thoughts/Notes 

NO 

NO 

YES NO 
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Special Education State Aid 

Currently, the Special Education State Aid is a reimbursement model determined by 

expenditures, costs, and the statutory aid amount, and covers excess costs. There are 3 

other states who do reimbursement models. 

Models provided 

Density Model 
Single Weighting 
Transitional Weighting 

Model 1.02 / 1.02A 
Model 1.03 / 1.03A 
Model 1.04 / 1.04A 
Model 1.05 I 1.05A 
Model 1.06 / 1.06A 
Model 1.07 / 1.07A 

3-tiered weighting, gifted separate 
3-tiered weighting, gifted as Tier I 
Primary and Secondary Exceptionality 
Hours Model 1.08 / 1.08A I 1.09 I 1.09A 

Questions to consider: 

1. Do you think that the Special Education State Aid is working as it currently is 

calculated? YES NO 

2. Do you think that Special Education State Aid is working as it currently is 

distributed? YES NO 

3. Remain as a reimbursement model? YES NO 

4. If Question 3 is a No, which models are you most interested in? 

a. Single Weighting (see Model 1.03 / 1.03A) YES NO 

b. Multiple Weightings YES NO 

i. Transitional weighting (see Model 1.04 / 1.04A) YES NO 

ii. 3-tiered weighting, gifted separate (see Model 1.05 I 1.05A) 

YES NO 

iii. 3-tiered weighting, gifted as Tier I (see Model 1.06 / 1.06A) 

YES NO 

iv. Primary and Secondary Exceptionality (see Model 1.07 / 1.07A) 

YES NO 
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c. Density Model (see Model 1.02 / 1.02A) YES NO 

d. Hours (see Model 1.08 / 1.08A I 1.09 I 1.09A) YES NO 

5. If Question 4 has multiple Yes answers, please rank the options: 

__ Single Weighting (see Model 1.03 / 1.03A) 

__ Transitional weighting (see Model 1.04 / 1.04A) 

__ 3-tiered weighting, gifted separate (see Model 1.05 / 1.05A) 

__ 3-tiered weighting, gifted as Tier I (see Model 1.06 / 1.06A) 

__ Primary and Secondary Exceptionality (see Model 1.07 / 1.07A) 

__ Density Model (see Model 1.02 / 1.02A) 

__ Hours (see Model 1.08 / 1.08A/ 1.09 I 1.09A) 

Thoughts/Notes 
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