Special Education State Aid Assumptions

All models presented during the 2025 Interim use the FY 2025 data from KSDE'’s Legalmax,
specifically the data from the 5/30/2025 “SPED Update” version. This is to ensure that the Task
Force members are able to compare all individual models with the same base data.

There are no models with no Special Education State Aid.

Model 1.02 Density Model (Maine model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.
All current law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.
The BASE does not increase for State Foundation Aid. It remains at $5,378.
The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.
This model replaces all current calculation and distribution of Special Education State Aid
and presumes a discontinuation of Special Education aid within the following categories:
Catastrophic, Medicaid Replacement, Transportation, Teacher Aid. Additionally it
presumes a discontinuation of the two distribution methods (up to $528.0 million and
above $528 million.)
The model is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:
o Special Education funding is distributed by density of Special Education students
The density weightings are as follows: '
=  Weighting for the portion of Special Education population under 15.0
percent = 1.5
* Weighting for the portion above 15.0percent of total population = 0.38
* There is an additional weighting for districts with less than 20 Special
Education Students, which is 0.29.

No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

Model 1.03 Single Weighting (Louisiana model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.

All current law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.

The BASE does not increase. It remains at $5,378.

The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself. All current law is included
in how the calculations occur.
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The weighting is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:
o Special Education is a single weighting of 150 percent for each qualifying student,
and
o The FTE includes both Special Education and Gifted students.
No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

Model 1.04 Current and Transitional Weighting (New York model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.
All current law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.
The BASE does not increase for State Foundation Aid. It remains at $5,378.
The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.
This model replaces all current calculation and distribution of Special Education State Aid
and presumes a discontinuation of Special Education aid within the following categories:
Catastrophic, Medicaid Replacement, Transportation, Teacher Aid. Additionally it
presumes a discontinuation of the two distribution methods (up to $528.0 million and
above $528 million.)
The model is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:
o Special Education is two factors combined:
= Asingle weighting of 141 percent for each qualifying current student and
= Asingle weighting of 50 percent for transitional students, who had a special
education exit code in the previous school year.
o The FTE includes both Special Education and Gifted students.

No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

Model 1.05 3-Tiered Weighting, Gifted Separate (Mississippi-based model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.
All current law is included in how the calculations occur - this includes the option of 2009's
Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special Education LOB amount.
The BASE does not increase. It remains at $5,378.
The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.
The weighting is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:

o Special Education is broken into three tiers:

» Tier 1: Specific Learning Disability, Speech Language Impairment, and
Developmental Delay at 60 percent weighting.
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» Tier ll: Autism, Hearing Impairment, Emotional Disability, Orthopedic
Impairment, Intellectual Disability, and Other Health Impairment at 110
percent weighting.

= Tier lll: Visual Impairment, Deaf-Blindness, Multiple Disabilities, and
Traumatic Brain Injury at 130 percent weighting.

o Gifted students are weighted at 5 percent of 5 percent.
No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

Model 1.06 3-Tiered Weighting, Gifted included in Tier | (Mississippi-based model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.
All current law is included in how the calculations occur - this includes the option of 2009's
Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special Education LOB amount.
The BASE does not increase. It remains at $5,378.
The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.
The weighting is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:

o Special Education is broken into three tiers:

= Tier 1: Specific Learning Disability, Speech Language Impairment,
Developmental Delay, and Gifted at 60 percent weighting.

« Tier Il: Autism, Hearing Impairment, Emotional Disability, Orthopedic
Impairment, Intellectual Disability, and Other Health Impairment at 110
percent weighting.

= Tier Ill: Visual Impairment, Deaf-Blindness, Multiple Disabilities, and
Traumatic Brain Injury at 130 percent weighting.

No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

Model 1.07 Primary and Secondary Exceptionality (Oklahoma model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.

All current law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.

The BASE does not increase for State Foundation Aid.

The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.

This model replaces all current calculation and distribution of Special Education State Aid
and presumes a discontinuation of Special Education aid within the following categories:
Catastrophic, Medicaid Replacement, Transportation, Teacher Aid. Additionally it
presumes a discontinuation of the two distribution methods (up to $528.0 million and
above $528 million.)
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The model is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:

o Special Education is a multiple weight formula, with weightings for the student's
primary and secondary exceptionality categories. The weighting categories are as
follows:

= Deafhess/Hearing Impairment = 2.90,
Speech or language impairment = 0.05,
Visual Impairment = 3.80,
Emotional Disturbance = 2.50,
Orthopedic impairment = 1.20,
Specific Learning Disability = 0.40,
Deaf-Blindness = 3.80,
Multiple Disabilities = 2.40,
Autism = 2.40,
Traumatic Brain Injury = 2.40,
Developmental Delay = 0.40,
Intellectual Disability = 1.30, and
Gifted = 0.4
No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.
The dataset for Special Education students is by-district unduplicated special education
students by category.

Model 1.08 Hour — 4 Levels (DC-based model)

This model includes the following assumptions:

No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.
All current law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.
The BASE does not increase for State Foundation Aid. It remains at $5,378.
The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.
This model replaces all current calculation and distribution of Special Education State Aid
and presumes a discontinuation of Special Education aid within the following categories:
Catastrophic, Medicaid Replacement, Transportation, Teacher Aid. Additionally it
presumes a discontinuation of the two distribution methods (up to $528.0 million and
above $528 million.)
The model is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:

o Special Education is a multiple level weight formula, with weightings based on

hours. The weighting categories are as follows:
= level1=0.97

= |evel2=1.20
= level 3=1.97
= |evel4=3.49.

No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.
The dataset for Special Education students is based on IEP minutes and includes gifted
student counts.
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Model 1.09 Hours — 4 Levels and Fees (DC-based model)
This model includes the following assumptions:

* No weightings other than the ones mentioned in the title are changing.

e Allcurrent law is included in how the calculations occur for the FY 2025 amounts, including
the option of 2009's Special Education LOB amount instead of current year Special
Education LOB amount. The option for 2009's Special Education LOB amount is not
included in the model, to allow for clear understanding of the funding option.

¢ The BASE does not increase for State Foundation Aid. It remains at $5,378.

e The total number of Weighted FTE does not change due to any outside conditions or
federal law changes, but does change due to the weighting itself.

o This model replaces all current calculation and distribution of Special Education State Aid
and presumes a discontinuation of Special Education aid within the following categories:
Catastrophic, Medicaid Replacement, Transportation, Teacher Aid. Additionally it
presumes a discontinuation of the two" distribution methods (up to $528.0 million and
above $528 million.)

¢ The model is recalculated with the new parameters. In this document, the parameters
include:

o Special Education is a multiple level weight formula, with weightings based on
hours. The weighting categories are as follows:
»  |evel1=0.97,
= |evel2=1.20,
s Level 3=1.97, and
= Level4 = 3.497.
o Additional weighting are included per student:
= Compliance = 0.099, and
= Attorneys’ fees = 0.89.

o No district's FTE represents less than 10 students.

o The dataset for Special Education students is based on |EP minutes and includes gifted
student count.
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