KANSAS SENATE

February 10, 2026

Re: Proponent Joint Testimony SB 397

From: Senators Warren, Gossage, Thomas, Thompson, Rose, and Shane
Chairwoman Tyson, Members of the Assessment and Taxation Committee:

We join together in asking you to support SB 397, an easy fix we co-sponsored to ensure that our own
constituents don’t get removed from a critical property tax relief program through no fault of their own.
Our property tax system has enormous flaws, not the least of which is annual appraisals, which go up
every year, driving up the property tax bills of our constituents. This problem exists everywhere in
Kansas but is particularly acute in Johnson County.

It’s important to note that each of us have voted for a constitutional amendment to cap the rate of
increase of these appraisals, and we continue to support that and other efforts to reduce the property tax
burden. However, in the meantime, the consequences of these increasing appraisals have reached
worthy programs like the SAFESR program.

Currently, participants must qualify each year for the $350,000 appraisal cap, but fewer and fewer
homes in our county fall under that value, and those that do are rapidly approaching the cap. Once they
do, constituents on the program — the very people it was intended to help — will be removed through no
fault of their own. This can lead to devastating consequences for the homeowner.

Once we became aware of this very real loophole in the law, we co-sponsored SB 397 to address it.
Given the urgency for those who are quickly approaching the $350,000 cap, we ask you to ensure there
is no delay in its effective date so Kansans who are on these important programs can remain without fear
of sudden removal.

Thank you for your consideration.



