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Chairwoman Tyson and Members of the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee:

Andrea Duarte-Rambo contacted my office this past fall and told her story, which she has now told you
as part of her compelling testimony to this committee. It has been an honor to be a part of the effort to
assist her and others like her by working on a solution.

As you can see in her testimony, Andrea identified a loophole in the SAFESR program’s statute that
directly goes at the heart of the annual appraisal increases which are threatening Kansans’ ability to stay
in their homes. While we work through the constitutional amendment and other measures to solve that
broad issue, SB 397 presents us with the opportunity to quickly fix a seemingly small problem that is
having a very big impact on the lives of people like Andrea.

By no fault of her own, Andrea will soon be removed from the SAFESR program simply because the
appraisal on her house has gone up past the $350,000 threshold this legislature set. This bill fixes that
by ensuring those like Andrea are not removed from this important program through no fault of their
own. I’'m appreciative of the Johnson County senators who introduced this bill.

Most of all, | want to thank Andrea for having the courage to call our office and demonstrate that every
Kansan can have an impact. Her story is surely not unique, as there are likely others who would be
removed from this SAFESR program if not for her courage and efforts. So, | urge you to pass SB 397.
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