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Date:   February 10, 2026 
RE:   SB 397 – Homestead Eligibility & Home Valuation Limits 
  Proponent – Written Testimony 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on SB 397. This legislation 
makes an important, stabilizing update to Kansas’ homestead property tax refund program 
and Selective Assistance for Effective Senior Relief (SAFESR) tax credit by ensuring a 
homeowner or senior does not lose eligibility for these property tax relief benefits simply 
because the appraised value of their homestead rises above the $350,000 threshold after 
previously qualifying. 
 
This change provides predictability and fairness to homeowners and seniors who have 
budgeted and planned based on longstanding eligibility criteria. By allowing continued 
participation in the homestead and SAFESR programs even when appraised values grow 
beyond $350,000, SB 397 protects Kansans from losing critical tax assistance solely because 
of market-driven valuation increases, while maintaining the core intent of the program. 
 
Accordingly, the League’s support is contingent upon the continuation of the current income 
eligibility limits under the homestead property tax refund program and SAFESR credit. 
These income thresholds are a foundational part of targeting tax relief to lower- and 
moderate-income homeowners who genuinely need assistance to remain in their homes. 
Ensuring income eligibility remains in place preserves the program’s equity and avoids 
expanding eligibility in a way that could dilute benefits for those most challenged by 
property tax burdens. 
 
For these reasons, the League urges the Committee to support SB 397 with the assurance 
that current income eligibility thresholds remain part of the programs. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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