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To: Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee 
From: Mark Tomb, Vice-President of Governmental Affairs  
Date: February 10, 2026 
 
Re: Proponent Written Testimony-SB 402 and SB 397  

On behalf of Kansas REALTORS®, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of 
SB 402 and SB 397, legislation that makes important improvements to the Homestead Property Tax 
Refund and Selective Assistance for Effective Senior Relief (SAFESR) programs. 

Kansas REALTORS® represent more than 10,000 members involved in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate across the state. For more than a century, REALTORS® have advocated on behalf 
of Kansas property owners and worked collaboratively with policymakers to support economic 
development, housing affordability, and a high quality of life while protecting private property rights. 

REALTORS® believe that real estate continues to bear a disproportionate share of the growing cost of 
government. While we recognize the importance of services funded through property taxes, we strongly 
believe tax revenues should be equitably collected from a variety of sources. Rising property taxes can 
have a significant and often unintended impact on housing stability, particularly for seniors, disabled 
individuals, and veterans living on fixed incomes. 

SB 402 and SB 397 directly address this concern by strengthening and modernizing existing property tax 
relief programs that provide targeted assistance to those most in need. Specifically, these bills ensure 
that a qualifying homeowner does not lose eligibility for the Homestead Property Tax Refund or SAFESR 
credit solely because the appraised value of their home increases beyond the statutory threshold after 
initially qualifying. SB 402 builds upon this concept by making additional technical and policy 
improvements, including simplifying the refund claim process, refining the definition of household 
income, and providing reasonable eligibility exceptions for individuals who are temporarily required to 
live away from their homestead due to health or hardship. Taken together, these changes make the 
programs more accessible, fair, and responsive to real-world circumstances faced by Kansas 
homeowners. 

Kansas REALTORS® have long supported the homestead refund and SAFESR programs because they 
provide direct, targeted relief to low-income seniors, disabled Kansans, and veterans. These policy 
changes increase the likelihood that vulnerable homeowners can remain safely in their homes, maintain 
community stability, and avoid displacement caused by rising property taxes. For these reasons, Kansas 
REALTORS® respectfully urge the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee to support SB 402 and SB 
397. Thank you for your time and consideration, and for your continued efforts to address property tax 
relief and fairness in Kansas. 


