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MEMORANDUM

To:  Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation
From: Office of Revisor of Statutes

Date: February 10, 2026

Subject: Senate Bill No. 397, As Introduced

Summary

Senate Bill No. 397 relates to certain homestead refunds and provides that a person shall not lose
eligibility for a homestead property tax refund claim or the selective assistance for effective senior
relief (SAFESR) tax credit if the appraised valuation of the homestead subsequently exceeds
$350,000.

Currently, for the original homestead property tax refund and SAFESR, K.S.A. 79-4522 requires
the homestead have an appraised value not exceeding $350,000 for the tax year at issue in order

to be eligible for a refund.

The bill would amend K.S.A. 79-4522 to provide that a person who received a refund under the
homestead property tax refund act or a SAFESR credit for any previous tax year when the person's
homestead had an appraised valuation not exceeding $350,000 would not lose eligibility for any
subsequent tax year in the event that the appraised valuation of such homestead exceeds $350,000
for any such subsequent tax year if the person otherwise satisfies the statutory requirements for
such a refund or credit. The provision would take effect beginning with tax year 2026 and be
applicable to the original homestead refund (K.S.A. 79-4508) and SAFESR (K.S.A. 79-32,263).

The bill would take effect from and after its publication in the statute book.



