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Mr Chairman and members of the committee, Janez Lomshek, and I am the owner of Talk of the 
Town Bar and Grille, a locally owned restaurant and bar group with locations in Overland Park 
(since 2006) and Leawood, Kansas. We serve as a neighborhood gathering spot for casual dining, 
full bar service, sports viewing, and community events, welcoming thousands of customers 
annually in Johnson County.

I have been actively involved in the hospitality industry for nearly two decades and have served 
in leadership roles with the Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality Association (KRHA), including as 
Chair Elect on the board, advocating for policies that support Kansas restaurants, bars, and 
hotels. I appear today in strong support of Senate Bill 393, which would temporarily authorize 
the sale of alcoholic beverages 23 hours a day, seven days a week (from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. 
the following day) during the FIFA 2026 World Cup, from June 11, 2026, through July 19, 2026. 

The Kansas restauranteurs and hoteliers are the front porch, the welcoming committee, the face 
of Kansas hospitality and we are concerned we have invited 650,000 football loving visitors to 
our area and our rules will not adequately accommodate the international moment.  On behalf of 
the 760 Kansas on-premise licensees in the Wyandotte and Johnson County area we are 
concerned we will not be able to put our best foot forward. 

These 650,000 international football fans have a wonderful football culture.  They cheer the wins 
and mourn the losses of these games together.  In addition, these international fans come from 
England, Argentina, Netherlands and even Algeria where they are more concerned about 
celebrating in community and less concerned about the hands of a clock.  We know the World 
Cup games will start late and without competitive alignment, a meaningful share of that spending 
risks crossing State Line Road into Missouri.

Many of our restauranteurs are investing for increased capacity.  As you know, Kansas has 
already invested $28 million to secure this global visibility and economic activity. A temporary 
competitive alignment during June and July ensures we maximize revenue recapture and prevent 
unnecessary cross-border diversion of spending into Missouri.

Conservative modeling demonstrates that even modest increases in hospitality activity during the 
World Cup could generate $2.6–$7.8 million in incremental alcohol-related tax revenue alone 
during the two-month event window — before accounting for sales tax, lodging tax, payroll tax, 
and related economic activity.

However, our current alcohol sales hour restrictions risk preventing us from fully 
accommodating this international moment. A meaningful share of visitor spending—especially 
during late-night or early-morning games due to global scheduling—could easily cross State 
Line Road into Missouri, where similar extended hours have already been authorized. With a full 
one-third of Kansas alcohol licensees located within 10 miles of the Missouri border, and about 



26.4% in Wyandotte and Johnson Counties alone (including businesses like mine), this cross-
border diversion represents a real threat to local revenue.

This proposal is about revenue protection and economic competitiveness, not permanent alcohol 
policy expansion.

SB 393 adopts a temporary, narrowly tailored competitive hospitality alignment designed to 
support the six World Cup match days hosted locally, allows for counties to opt out of 
participation and statutorily sunsets following the event.  Again, this is a unique opportunity to 
extend our warm greeting to many international visitors.  We know that a full 1/3rd of every 
alcohol licensee is located within 10 miles of the Missouri border and a 26.4% of them are in 
Wyandotte and Johnson Counties.  We want our international guest to feel at home and be able to 
host them with some measure of competitive alignment across our state border.  Please support 
SB 393. 


