™

CHAMBER

Testimony to the Senate Commerce Committee
Written Only Testimony Proponent Testimony SB 393
February 25, 2026
The Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
Chairperson and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony in support of SB 393. The Chamber represents nearly 2,000 member
businesses, approximately 40 percent of which are located in Kansas.

SB 393 is a common-sense, event-specific measure that recognizes the unique economic and
cultural opportunity presented by the FIFA 2026 World Cup — one of the largest global sporting
events ever hosted across North America. During major sporting events of this scale, fans will
gather at venues, restaurants, bars, hotels, and other community locations throughout Kansas.
Extending beverage service hours aligns state law with the rhythms of international viewers and
supports local businesses that will serve fans from around the world.

Small businesses, hospitality establishments, and tourism partners stand to benefit from extended
beverage service hours. Visitors attending matches or traveling through Kansas — as well as
local fans — are more likely to spend money on food and beverage services, lodging, and retail
when businesses can operate with flexible hours. This bill helps capture economic activity that
might otherwise occur out of state or in unregulated settings. Major sporting events like the
World Cup have irregular schedules, often with matches in the early morning or late at night due
to international time zones. Allowing 24/7 alcoholic beverage sales during the tournament
ensures that service hours match consumer demand, enhances the visitor experience, and
reinforces Kansas’s reputation as a welcoming destination.

It is also important to recognize the regional nature of this opportunity. The Kansas City region
will host matches and related events that will draw visitors across both sides of the state line.
Missouri has already taken steps to allow similar flexibility for businesses during the World Cup.
Aligning Kansas policy with Missouri helps ensure that businesses on the Kansas side of the
metro can fully participate in the economic activity generated by this global event and remain
competitive with establishments just across the border.

Importantly, SB 393 is not a permanent change to state alcohol laws. It is a temporary, narrowly
tailored policy tied specifically to the World Cup schedule. This approach allows Kansas to
capitalize on an extraordinary opportunity while maintaining the existing regulatory framework
outside of the event period.

SB 393 signals that Kansas welcomes major event tourism and the economic activity that comes
with it. For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Committee to recommend SB 393 for passage
so that Kansas businesses and communities can benefit during the 2026 World Cup.

Thank you for your consideration.
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