
 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of the Kansas Beer Wholesalers Association, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
written testimony in support of SB 393. 

The Kansas Beer Wholesalers Association (KBWA) represents licensed, family-owned beer 
distributors across the State of Kansas. Our members operate in strict compliance with the 
Kansas Liquor Control Act, the Club and Drinking Establishment Act, and the Kansas Cereal 
Malt Beverage Act. We are committed to responsible distribution, regulatory compliance, and 
supporting the economic vitality of our communities. 

SB 393 provides a limited, commonsense opportunity for Kansas businesses to fully participate 
in the global celebration of the FIFA 2026 World Cup, scheduled from June 11, 2026, through 
July 19, 2026. As one of the largest sporting events in the world, the World Cup will draw 
significant public interest, including early-morning matches due to international time differences. 
Allowing licensed retailers to sell alcoholic liquor and cereal malt beverages between 6:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 a.m. the following day during this defined period ensures Kansas establishments can 
meet consumer demand in a regulated and controlled environment. 

This legislation supports Kansas small businesses, including local bars, restaurants, clubs, and 
retailers, many of which rely on major sporting events to generate revenue. Expanded service 
hours during the World Cup will create economic activity, increase tax revenue, and help Kansas 
remain competitive with neighboring states that may offer similar flexibility during this 
international event. 

Equally important, Kansas operates under a strong three-tier system that promotes accountability 
and responsible alcohol distribution. Our members work closely with retailers to ensure 
compliance with all state and local regulations, including age verification and responsible service 
practices. SB 393 does not weaken these safeguards; it simply provides limited flexibility during 
a unique, time-bound event. 

The optional local opt-out provision respects community standards and ensures that local 
governments retain authority over alcohol policy within their jurisdictions. 

For these reasons, the Kansas Beer Wholesalers Association respectfully urges the Committee to 
pass SB 393. This measured, temporary policy change will allow Kansas businesses to 
responsibly serve their communities during a once-in-a-generation global sporting event while 
maintaining strong regulatory oversight and local control. 

 



 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Thank you,  

 

 

Jason P. Watkins 
Kansas Beer Wholesalers Association 


