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Chairwoman Erickson and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to offer neutral testimony on SB 491. This is a wide-ranging bill that
requires careful consideration. The safety of students is paramount for everyone, and the integrity
of our public education system is vital. That integrity goes beyond student safety and also applies to
educational opportunity, student achievement, and financial oversight.

What we cannot allow, however, is for those laudable goals to infringe on the rights and integrity of
non-public educational institutions. As currently written, this bill would extend the oversight of the
education inspector general to public schools, brick-and-mortar private schools, and homeschools.

Simply stated, there is a strong case to be made that our public schools are in need of additional
oversight, but erecting that same regime to cover non-public education would be a staggering
intrusion on the rights of private entities and families.

We can all point to examples of adult misconduct related to student safety. Indeed, the title of the
bill before you is but one, very public example.

[ would offer two further examples of why specific oversight is necessary for public institutions.
This bill primarily deals with issues of student safety related to professional and/or criminal

misconduct, but the remit of the bill goes well beyond this goal.

Two Legislative Post Audit reports clearly demonstrate that local school districts are not spending
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in extending further oversight to public
schools while ensuring the independence of the civil society institutions that make our state a great
place to live, work, and raise a family.
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