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Chair Erickson and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity
to provide opponent testimony concerning SB491.

Kansas Home Educators (KSHE) is the Kansas homeschool support group
representing homeschool families throughout our state since 1983. KSHE
provides support, resources, workshops, events and connection for all types
of homeschools.

We are writing to express our concern about SB 491. As the bill is written, it
puts nonaccredited private schools under the rules and regulations of public
schools. This would place homeschool parents in a position of becoming a
school employee or agent. This opens the door for new and broad reaching
regulations and administrative burdens that homeschools have never had. We
would be placed in a position of anyone reporting “professional misconduct”
without clear guidance of what that misconduct is as it pertains to
homeschooling. The result of this could be a parent being placed on a
misconduct registry. We would also be open to scrutiny of our educational
choices, burdensome fines, uncertainty about what records are required,
extra paperwork, and inconsistent enforcement due to the lack of clear
guidelines.

We are respectfully requesting that SB491 be amended to purposefully
exclude nonaccredited private schools, including homeschools. KSHE would
change its position to one of neutrality if this amendment is made.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lona Gorman
Board Member, Kansas Home Educators



