Dear Chair and Members of the Senate Education Committee,
| am writing regarding SB 491.

My name is Stephanie Pierce and | am a homeschooling mom in Lansing, Kansas. | appreciate
the intent behind this legislation and agree that accountability and oversight are appropriate in
publicly funded education. | also fully support requirements related to the reporting of suspected
criminal activity, abuse, or professional misconduct, which serve an important public interest.

That said, | respectfully urge the committee to consider a clear exemption for home education
programs.

Homeschooling in Kansas is a lawful, parent-directed educational choice that operates without
public funding. Parents who homeschool assume full responsibility for curriculum, instruction,
and outcomes. Additional state oversight in this area is unnecessary and risks applying
public-school regulatory frameworks to a fundamentally different model of education.

| support reasonable accountability where the government is directly providing or funding
education. | do not believe expanded oversight of home education aligns with the purpose of SB
491 or Kansas’ long-standing respect for parental authority.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | would strongly support an amendment that
explicitly exempts homeschoolers from this bill.

Respectfully,

Stephanie Pierce
Lansing, Kansas



