
As parents, our children are our most precious responsibility. We send them to school, church, 
sports practices and camps believing they will be safe. We trust the adults who care for them. We 
trust the system.  
 
Unfortunately, that trust is often catastrophically betrayed. 
 
I want to tell you about a brave young woman named Haylee. 
 
Haylee was a high school student in the McLouth, Kansas school district. During her junior year, 
she was sexually abused more than 25 times by her high school chemistry teacher. This 
perpetrator was 36 years old, married, and had children. Haylee was only 16. 
 
What the public does not know and what still shocks many still today is that the warning signs 
were present and apparent to many, including the superintendent of the school district. You may 
assume that Haylee’s abuse ended after the first staff members and students reported the 
perpetrator’s odd behavior toward her. However, administrators and staff members alike 
knowingly allowed Haylee’s victimization to continue through the end of her senior year, leaving 
her alone in a classroom with her abuser. Staff members and students frequently encountered 
locked doors at all three entrances of his classroom during the hour Haylee’s class was 
scheduled. Teachers spoke of these “rumors,” and openly spread them around the small town. To 
make matters worse, students openly discussed and joked about the amount of time Haylee was 
required to spend alone with her perpetrator, making a point to give her the superlative of 
“Teacher’s Pet” her senior year.  
 
When students and staff reported what they saw to school administrators, they were silenced and 
told “things are being taken care of.” They were not. 
 
Court records later stated that “the hell Haylee was forced to live was not hidden from McLouth, 
it was out in the open. Yet intentionally ignored by the entire administration including the 
superintendent of the school district.” Again, despite these clear warning signs, the school district 
chose to do nothing to keep Haylee safe. They failed to take any steps that could have stopped 
the abuse early or kept Haylee free from harm in the first place. 
 
They failed to protect her, and Haylee was not the last victim. 
 
You may assume that moving forward, the school district would be proactive about reporting 
abuse and investigating the perpetrator. Yet another fact not publicly known is that they did 
nothing. After she graduated and left for college, Haylee’s perpetrator moved on to his next 
target, another young student. In fact, when the perpetrator was detained and questioned by law 
enforcement, he openly admitted to abusing the second child, not realizing that Haylee was the 
one who bravely stood up and reported him to the authorities. Only after his arrest became public 
did that second student find the courage to report what had happened to her to law enforcement. 
 
This is what silence enables. 
 



Just as horrifying as the abuse itself is that adults employed by this school district to protect, 
teach, and nurture our children, knowingly neglected to act to protect the wellbeing of them, and 
through their inaction, allowed the sexual abuse of children to continue.  
 
Sadly, despite the severity and repeated nature of the abuse, due to plea agreements and 
failures within the prosecutorial process, the perpetrator who violated the innocence of multiple 
children was sentenced to only 32 months in prison and subsequently was released early. 

The McLouth School District administration walked away unscathed. Haylee and the other child 
victim did not and never will. They were used, abused, and then abandoned by the very adults 
entrusted with their safety, adults they had known and trusted for most of their lives. 

Eight years after her abuse began, Haylee still carries the trauma. She cannot remain in a closed-
door meeting with a male colleague without leaving the room in a cold sweat. Her brain has 
learned that this situation is dangerous because it was. That trauma is permanent. It is the direct 
and foreseeable result of adult decisions, deliberate inaction, and institutional cowardice. 

While Haylee lives with lifelong consequences, the administrators who failed her were protected. 
Her principal quietly retired and continues to collect state benefits. Her superintendent was later 
rewarded with a higher-paying position in a neighboring Kansas school district. This was not 
ignorance. It was indifference, followed by reward. 

What is even more disturbing about Haylee’s story and many many more like hers, is that 
multiple adults knew something was wrong and chose silence. They joked. They whispered. 
They passed rumors. And then they did nothing. Through their knowing and willful inaction, 
they allowed the sexual abuse of children to continue. Their failure was not passive. It was a 
conscious choice to protect careers instead of children. There were no punitive consequences. No 
discipline. No accountability. Instead, the system chose silence over child safety. 

That neighboring school district that hired Haylee’s former superintendent did it knowingly and 
with actual knowledge of his misconduct. When confronted with his failure to disclose his role 
and the serious, systemic administrative failures that occurred under his leadership, that district 
deliberately chose to retain him anyway. This was not a mistake. It was an institutional decision 
to overlook known misconduct.  

Both accomplices, Haylee’s former principal and superintendent, were permitted to retain their 
professional licenses despite a documented and sustained pattern of incompetence, repeated and 
knowing failures to comply with mandatory policies, a reckless disregard for professional and 
ethical duties, and an ongoing failure to protect Kansas’ students. 

The evidence exists. The record is clear. Haylee spoke. Others spoke. And yet the system chose 
silence over accountability. Her efforts did not merely fall on deaf ears, they were actively 
ignored. 



These failures are not isolated. They reflect a system that allows adults who enable abuse to 
quietly exit, move on, and continue working around children. Haylee’s trauma did not follow 
them. Their careers did. That is not justice. That is systemic cover-up plain and simple. 

Worst of all, is that after sacrificing her privacy, her peace, and her mental health, Haylee’s 
decision to report her sexual abuse made almost no impact on the future safety of children in 
schools. 

Her former superintendent got the luxury of retiring from his higher-paying position in the 
neighboring Kansas school district and continues to work in education, now in Missouri. Again, 
while both accomplices, her former principal and superintendent continue to collect their well-
deserved state benefits at the expense of innocent children, Haylee became an attorney with the 
mission of dedicating her life in the pursuit of helping others. What is deeply troubling is that the 
perpetrator who sexually abused Haylee and other innocent children was released from prison 
and given a second opportunity to live among you, me, and innocent Kansas children before 
Haylee had even graduated from law school. 
 
The goal of this legislation and our message to you is clear and non-negotiable. If an adult abuses 
children in Kansas, or if they knowingly stand by and fail to intervene, stop, or report abuse, they 
should face civil and or criminal consequences. They should never be allowed to work around 
children again. In the same vein, no school district that harbors or protects abusers should walk 
away unscathed. Especially not, when the victims are forced to spend the rest of their lives 
picking up the pieces.  
 
As you all know, positions of trust come with great responsibility. When an educator abuses a 
child, or when an administrator knowingly fails to protect, intervene, or report abuse, that failure 
is not passive. It is complicit. Those individuals bear responsibility alongside the perpetrators 
and permanent consequences must apply to ensure they are never again placed in a position of 
trust over children. 
 
That is the purpose of this legislation, to confront and correct these systemic failures and to 
finally place the safety of Kansas children above institutional convenience, career preservation, 
and silence. 
 
People stay silent because they have learned that reporting abuse does not lead to protection or 
accountability. Silence is not apathy. It is imposed by systems that punish truth and protect 
abusers. Survivors learn, through experience and by watching others, that speaking up leads to 
retaliation, career loss, reputational harm, and institutional exile, not safety. Most are never told 
that the law is on their side. The average age of disclosure is 45 years old, meaning survivors 
carry these secrets for decades. Those decades cost lives. One in five girls and one in seven boys 
are abused before the age of 18, yet only one in seven victims will ever report in their lifetime. 
This is not a failure of courage. It is a failure of systems that make silence the safest option. 

 



Passing this legislation into law means you, our elected officials, are taking a stand in solidarity, 
a clear and unmistakable stand, against molesters, perpetrators, predators, monsters, and their 
accomplices, including those who enabled abuse through silence, inaction, willful blindness, or 
deliberate failure to intervene, report, or protect children when they had the authority and duty to 
do so. 

Passing this legislation means you, our elected officials, are making a promise to Kansas children 
that their safety will never again be negotiable, minimized, or sacrificed to protect the 
misconduct of adults or institutions. That is the purpose of this legislation. 

Our children are counting on us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


