
27 February 2026


To:  Kansas Senate, Committee on Education


Attn:  	 Senator Renee Erickson, Chair

	 Senator Adam Thomas, Vice Chair

	 Senator Dinah Sykes, Ranking Minority Member

	 Senator Mike Argabright

	 Senator Beverly Gossage

	 Senator Scott Hill

	 Senator Michael Murphy

	 Senator Pat Pettey

	 Senator T. J. Rose

	 Senator Doug Shane

	 Senator Brad Starnes	


Re:	 TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 491 

	 (“Haylee Weissenbach Protecting Students Act”)


Members of the Education Committee:


As always, I appreciate your willingness to accept and consider testimony from your 
constituents and the community regarding bills that come before you.  I am writing in support 
of SB 491 for many reasons.


First, Kansas statute 38.141 dictates that Kansas parents have the right to exercise primary 
control over the upbringing of their children.  Included in this statute is a cause of action.  
Should these rights be violated, the parent retains the right to sue the offender.  Unless I 
become derelect in my duty as a parent, I retain the right to control the care and upbringing of 
my child.


Second, my rights as a parent come from God.  My child is a gift, and I am to be a good 
steward of that gift. 


I’d like to share a little with you about my experience as a parent since moving to this state in 
2017.  When I felt that my child’s school had usurped my role as a parent by providing 
counseling to my child without my consultation or involvement, it became very clear to me over 
the following five years that while parents reportedly have rights in this state, there is no 
mechanism for enforcement of same.  There is plenty of my testimony on record dating back to 
2021.


School districts have attorneys funded by taxpayers.  School districts have lobbyists.  I know 
this because see them every time I come to the Capitol building.  These positions are taxpayer 
funded.  Teachers have associations, unions, and lobbyists.  Superintendents have 
associations and lobbyists.  Many school districts have a standing column in the local 
newspaper, which is also paid for by the taxpayers.  School boards have associations and 
lobbyists.  School counselors have associations and lobbyists.  These people are paid to do 
nothing but propagandize for and protect the public school.  


What does a parent have?  A constitutional statute that cannot be enforced.


Time after time, I have seen parents come before governing bodies in Topeka and tell gut-
wrenching stories, bearing their souls, forfeiting their privacy, exposing their children, and 



giving up their time and energy to fight for the rights they are supposed to have by law.  Behind 
them is usually a line of “advocates” for the offending bodies.  Many times, their ability to 
speak is cut short due to the number of conferees in opposition.  Parents and their children 
have no lobby, no association, no attorney, no PAC group, and no funding.  


I believe that the passage of this bill potentially provides that advocate, that mechanism, 
through which our God-given parental rights can be exercised in the face of very powerful 
entities who will line up, shields forward, to protect any of their own members.  


I have been disappointed yearly at the inability of Kansas legislators to do anything to protect 
the rights of children and families in the face of what we have all seen, flagrant abuse after 
abuse of those boundaries by local school districts.  


This is a start.  I urge you to pass this bill and provide parents some ground to stand on.


While I cannot be present in person, I am willing to answer any questions the Senators may 
have.


Thank you for your service to the state of Kansas. 


Joyfully,

Denise Roberts

denise_roberts@mac.com 
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