February 27, 2026

Senate Education Committee Hearing
SB 491
SUPPORT Testimony

Thank you, Madam Chair and Committee members.

| am here today as a Kansas parent and as the Moms for Liberty Johnson
County Chapter Chair in SUPPORT for the Haylee Weissenbach Protecting
Students Act.

A parent’s God-given right to direct the upbringing of their child is firmly
reflected at all levels of government in all 3 branches.

Kansas parents need an ACCESSIBLE, EFFECTIVE investigative &
enforcement mechanism to defend those rights.

Protecting & defending KS students from sexual exploitation, abuse and
assault is of the utmost urgency because of systemic, institutional failures
in schools.

17% of children are sexually abused in school at least once during their K-
12 years according to the research by Dr. Charol Shakeshaft, an
internationally recognized researcher specializing in educator sexual
misconduct. This represents over 81,000 students in KS.

The research shows that school cultures, policies, and structures often
enable abuse through inaction, poor boundaries, training focused on issues
in the home instead of the school, failure to act on red flags, loyalty to staff,



or inadequate reporting. Even the KS DCF does not publicly track reports
of concerns such as grooming behaviors, boundary violations, or non-
abuse professional misconduct.

Title IX requires sexual assault in K-12 must be investigated.

(KSA statute 38-2223) State law requires **mandatory reporting** in
schools (and for educators).

Both are virtually ignored by schools handling things “in-house” or by
passing employees on to another district.

SB 491 would close these critical gaps by empowering the existing
Attorney General’s office to:
1. support parents in protecting their child when there is a misconduct
concern in schools,
2. enforce existing state & federal laws
3. finally provide transparent reporting data to drive informed decisions

This bill does NOT create some random, unnecessary government bloat;
KS parents and students need this mechanism. What good are our rights
& laws if they cannot be enforced?

This bill remedies the systemic failures in reporting, investigating, and
preventing educator misconduct that sadly led to Haylee Weissenbach’s
sexual abuse and to others.

Please act now to protect KS students by passing SB 491 out of
committee. How many KS students are we leaving vulnerable if we let this
sit another year?

Thank you.

| am available for questions.

Erika Sheets
Chapter Chair Johnson County, KS



