February 27, 2026

Senate Education Committee Hearing
SB 491
Support testimony

Greetings Chair Erickson and Committee members,

For far too long, individuals acting within what may be termed the Education Establishment have
operated without fear of persecution. Of the most egregious and painful examples, minors have
been subject to intimate (even abusive) invasions; the kinds of things that produce scars for life.

An oversight mechanism such as an education inspector general with all the abilities and duties to
obtain records, conduct investigations, not to allow a dangerous teacher or staff member to quietly
locate to another district — a mechanism that allows parents, students or staff the chance to obtain
justice is urgently needed. This is why |, a KS parent, support SB 491 “The Haylee Weissenbach
protecting students act.”

Perhaps due to bloated budgets, perhaps to fear of speaking up—I personally will never know,
individual districts have acted with impunity against parents. They are able to use a number of
tactics to prevent a concerned parent from accessing information that affects their family directly.
In one instance, | shall not name the source, a JOCO district used honest, direct questions related
to DEI (as well as Culturally Responsive) content from a parent of young children (with evidence) to
redirect, misdirect, stonewall, and eventually challenge the parent (an act of retaliation) that
ultimately resulted in familial breakdown.

Again, these districts will hamper investigations by not giving all information. They use the benefit
of expensive communications departments to provide cover for negligence and/or mislead the
public about the actual results and purposes behind curriculum and the latest “reform” (SEL, DEIB,
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy...). Teachers who have no business being near children have the
full weight and power of the unions behind them.

Perhaps most importantly, an independent office of oversight will finally allow all teachers and staff
who desire no part of keeping secrets or enabling abuse to go unchecked the cover they need to
speak up without fear of retribution. We have learned how prevalent sexual abuse is within public
schools, and how frequently school districts attempt to conceal these incidents and related data
(Herridge, 2026). This lack of transparency undermines trust and endangers students.

Parents, students, and staff need the ability to hold dangerous teachers and rogue school districts
accountable with enforcement tools that will actually allow justice to prevail.

Please vote to further the passage of the “Haylee Weissenbach protecting students act,” thank you.

Respectfully,

Jami Klenda
Johnson County, KS



