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Senate Committee on Education

Kansas Senate

February 27, 2026

Re: Senate Bill 491

Dear Chair Erickson and distinguished members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to request changes to SB 491.

The various duties the bill would place on schools are certainly not intended to apply to families.
But as written, those duties would indeed fall on families because a family’s home school is
categorized as a nonaccredited nonpublic (or nonaccredited private) school, thus coming within
the bill’s current definition of “educational institution.”

As written, it would also place duties on out-of-state education providers that many home school
families use. I do not believe this was intended. These duties are significant enough, however,
that I would anticipate that many highly useful programs would refuse to accept Kansas home
school students. This would be detrimental to Kansas families.

To prevent these unintended results, I respectfully request the following changes to the bill.

REQUEST 1

On page 1, lines 26-33, please amend to read:

(a) "Agent" means any individual who is not regularly employed by an educational institution
AS DEFINED HEREIN but provides a service for the educational institution that requires such
individual to be present in a school of the educational institution or to come into unsupervised
contact with students of the educational institution during the regular hours of the school day.
"Agent" includes, but is not limited to, student teachers, volunteers and any individual employed
by a service provider that contracts with the educational institution or governing body to provide

services.
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REQUEST 2

On page 2, lines 9-12, please amend to read:

(¢) "Educational institution" means any school district or nonpublic school ACCREDITED
BY THE KANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION that operates any of the grades
kindergarten through 12 in Kansas. "Educational institution" includes charter schools, virtual
schools and alternative educational programs.

REQUEST 3

On page 2, lines 13—15, please amend to read:

(f) "Governing body" means the board of education of a school district and any governing body
of a nonpublic school ACCREDITED BY THE KANSAS STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION. "Governing body" includes each individual member of a governing body.

REQUEST 4
On page 3, lines 2-5, please amend to read:

(n) "School employee" means any individual employed by a school district or nonpublic
elementary or secondary school in Kansas ACCREDITED BY THE KANSAS STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION, including, but not limited to, superintendents, administrators,
teachers, librarians, paraprofessionals, school nurses, and other school support staff.

Please amend New Section 2 (see line 25 on p. 1), by adding these four definitions and placing
them in their proper alphabetical order and re-alphabetizing the other entries as necessary. These
are necessary because the four terms--administrator, human resources employee, student, and
supervisor--are used in the bill without definitively coupling them with “educational institution”:

REQUEST 5

«“ADMINISTRATOR” MEANS AN ADMINISTRATOR OF AN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION AS DEFINED HEREIN.

REQUEST 6

“HUMAN RESOURCES EMPLOYEE” MEANS A HUMAN RESOURCES EMPLOYEE
OF AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION AS DEFINED HEREIN.

REQUEST 7

“STUDENT” MEANS A STUDENT OF AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION AS
DEFINED HEREIN.




REQUEST 8

«SUPERVISOR” MEANS THE SUPERVISOR OF AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION
AS DEFINED HEREIN.

REQUEST 9

On page 9, line 3, please amend to read:

(1) Receipt of two or more complaints against the same individual WHO IS SUBJECT TO
THIS ACT,

REQUEST 10

On page 13, lines 14-16, please amend to read:

New Sec. 9. (a) (1) The education inspector general shall establish and maintain an education
misconduct registry of licensed teachers and unlicensed non-educator school staff
EMPLOYEES and agents who have been:

If it is found desirable to limit the bill’s application to public schools, only, then after removing
the phrase “nonpublic school” wherever it is located in the bill, Request 1 and Requests 5
through 10 would still be necessary.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Scott A. Woodruff, Senior Counsel



