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Chair Erickson and Members of the Committee, Midwest Parent Educators (MPE) opposes
Senate Bill 491 in its current form. For public education purposes, there may be reasons for
establishing an Education Inspector General (EIG). However, extending the purview of the EIG
to private schools, which includes home schools (or more accurately, nonaccredited private
schools under current statute), is a significant, unnecessary overreach of government authority in

the education space that we oppose.

As written, SB 491 does not exclude private schools in any form. Private schools, including
nonaccredited private schools, should remain exactly that -- private. Many parents choose to
home school and not participate in public education for a variety of highly personal reasons, as
they truly want what is best for their children. By and large, it is parents and not public school
officials, oversight committees, or EIGs that have children’s best interests at heart. Bringing public
school solutions to the private school space is not a good idea. This kind of government intrusion

sets a dangerous precedent across the country.

MPE supports home educators in the greater Kansas City area and outlying regions, serving
approximately 800 member families, with a subscriber list of over 4,000 families and 9,400
followers on our Facebook page. We have been in existence for 40 years. Homeschool
organizations such as MPE help make homeschool families aware of current law so they can
operate lawfully within the state. MPE also fosters community, provides support for parents, and

provides opportunities for children to flourish.

MPE opposes SB 491’s overreach of authority into nonaccredited private schools.



