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March 2, 2026 

 

Chair Erickson and Members of the Committee: 

 

We appreciate the focus SB 491 places on the values of awareness, safety, oversight, and 

robust methods and procedures to address the concerns articulated in the bill. We acknowledge 

both public and non-public schools operating in Kansas have, at times, experienced 

disappointing, disruptive, troubling, and criminal events. The public and non-public schools’ 

experiences reflect the realities of our communities and the world around us. 

 

However, SB 491 suggests that public and non-public schools are ill-prepared and unable to 

address this variety of activities. It implies there is a volume and compelling frequency of 

activities that public and non-public schools are not addressing. 

 

The SB 491 solution is a massive investigatory governmental layer of criminality oversight on 

top of the public-school system, which should rightly include the non-public school system. 

Included in that umbrella of state government oversight are criminal activities but included as 

well are a more general and suggestive investigatory path of anonymous means of elevating 

accusations into a process that can end in criminal prosecution and $25,000 civil penalties. 

 

To be clear, we support and have pursued charges against criminal activities. We believe public 

and non-public schools already have extensive experience and processes to address the issues 

articulated in SB 491. We train, provide continuing education, and foster awareness and 

professional development regarding professional misconduct and other activities that can put an 

individual’s license, or the district’s and our communities’ interests at risk.  

 

Public and non-public schools address these issues with great regularity. SB 491 is a solution 

imposing a large, costly engagement when we’re not certain the issues arising vastly exceed the 

ability of public and non-public school districts to manage. SB 491 is a comprehensive attempt 

to address issues that are probably better and efficiently addressed by respecting the expertise, 

awareness, and training of teachers and administrators in public and non-public schools. We 

believe this effort is better spent focusing on the most prevalent issues in a targeted and 

strategic way. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to testify. 
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