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Chair Erickson and members of the Senate Education committee. Thank you for the opportunity
to present opposition testimony on SB 491. While we strongly support the safety and well-being
of all Kansas students, we have serious concerns about the broad scope and unintended
consequences of this legislation as currently drafted.

First, establishing an Office of the Education Inspector General with audit and investigatory
authority over local school districts places an additional layer of state oversight that duplicates
existing accountability structures within the Kansas State Department of Education and locally
elected school boards. Our districts already follow rigorous certification, licensure, state
accreditation standards, and compliance reviews. Adding a separate oversight office will strain
our administrative capacity without clear evidence it will improve student outcomes or safety.

Second, requiring expanded mandatory reporting obligations and a statewide educator
misconduct registry tied to criminal history checks could discourage highly qualified educators
from entering or remaining in our profession. Many of these provisions go beyond current
federal and state background check requirements and could create procedural confusion at the
local level.

Third, SB 491 empowers state officials to intervene in local matters traditionally governed by
elected school boards and professional educators. Kansas communities know their schools best,
and imposing a one-size-fits-all investigative process undermines local control—a principle
enshrined in both Kansas statute and longstanding practice.

Finally, the financial and personnel resources needed to comply with the bill's mandates,
especially in smaller or rural districts are not adequately supported by state funding.
Implementation without additional resources will divert dollars from classrooms and essential
services directly benefiting students.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to vote no on SB 491 or return this bill for
substantial revision to ensure that any child protection measures complement and strengthen,
rather than complicate or duplicate, existing systems.

Thank you for your consideration.
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