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March 3, 2026 

 

Proponent Testimony in Support of Kansas SB 454 
Before the Kansas Senate Judiciary Committee 

 

Chairman Warren, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Kansas Senate Bill 454. 

SB 454 addresses a serious and growing threat: transnational repression — the effort by 
foreign governments or their agents to intimidate, surveil, threaten, or silence individuals 
living here in Kansas. 

At its core, this bill is about two fundamental principles: national security and American 
sovereignty. 

When a foreign government attempts to harass or coerce someone on Kansas soil, it is not 
merely committing a crime against an individual. It is challenging the authority of the 
United States and the State of Kansas. It is asserting that a foreign power can operate 
within our borders without consequence. 

That cannot be tolerated. 

Kansas is home to legal immigrants, students, business leaders, and political dissidents 
who came here seeking freedom. If foreign regimes can reach into our communities to 
threaten them, then our promise of liberty is weakened — and our sovereignty is 
compromised. 
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We have seen globally what unchecked transnational repression can look like. The murder 
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi brought worldwide attention to the issue. But more often, 
repression is subtle: its harassment, cyber intimidation, threats to family members 
overseas, misuse of the legal processes, and coercion designed to silence speech. 

Federal authorities have warned that foreign actors tied to governments such as China, 
Russia, and Iran have engaged in cross-border intimidation efforts. While national security 
is primarily a federal responsibility, the crimes themselves often occur locally — in our 
cities, on our college campuses, and in our communities. 

 

SB 454 strengthens Kansas’ ability to respond in three important ways: 

First, it enhances criminal penalties when an offense is committed as part of transnational 
repression. A crime directed or influenced by a foreign government is not ordinary 
misconduct — it is a sovereignty violation. 

Second, it ensures proper training and recognition. Law enforcement must be equipped to 
identify patterns of foreign coercion and respond appropriately. Victims often hesitate to 
report threats due to fear for family members abroad. Clear state policy sends the message 
that Kansas will protect them. 

Third, it reinforces cooperative federalism. Kansas should not wait for Washington to solve 
every instance of foreign interference. When intimidation happens in Topeka, Wichita, 
Overland Park, or rural Kansas, our state must have clear authority and the statutory 
framework to act swiftly. 
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Passing SB 454 sends a firm message: 

Kansas will not be a safe harbor for foreign intimidation. 
Our constitutional freedoms are not negotiable. 
And our sovereignty — state and national — will be defended. 

 

This legislation is not partisan. It is about defending the rule of law, protecting vulnerable 
residents, and ensuring that no foreign power operates above the law within our borders. 

I respectfully urge this committee to advance SB 454. 

Thank you, and I am happy to stand for questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Craig Bowser 


