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Foreign actors or their agents have increasingly been committing transnational repression
(TNR) within the United States. TNR occurs when a crime such as stalking, harassment, or
assault occurs at the behest of a foreign government or terrorist organization. Targets are often
defenders of human rights or political opponents, and these targets tend to be students, artists,
or journalists seeking to exercise the rights and freedoms to which they are entitled on American
soil. Some targets are U.S. citizens; others are legal residents or asylum seekers. By extending
a hostile regime’s authoritarian rule into U.S. states such as Kansas, TNR threatens the
sovereignty of the state and the nation.

Freedom House recently conducted a study of reported incidents of TNR from 2014 through
2022 and found that the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was the most frequent perpetrator.’
As Phil Lenczycki of the Daily Caller has exposed,? the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has
even set up outposts in seven U.S. cities for conducting TNR. While these outposts
masquerade as “overseas service stations” for performing consular services, several individuals
associated with the New York branch were recently prosecuted for using the facility “to monitor
and intimidate dissidents and those critical of [the Chinese] government.” Here in Kansas, in
June 2025 the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Homeland Security set up
a Wichita Homeland Security Task Force office to address the threat locally.*

Such federal action is welcome and essential, but state-level action is equally important
because when TNR occurs, victims’ first calls typically are not to Washington, DC, but to their
local police. First responders need to understand what TNR is and who is involved, and TNR
cases are often prosecuted by the state, so enhanced penalties in state criminal code are part
of the solution. Ideally, these penalties will deter. If and as necessary, they will ensure that
perpetrators are punished.

Other U.S. state legislatures have already acted, with TNR bills receiving bipartisan support
across the country. Specifically, Florida passed a bipartisan law in 2023 enhancing the penalty
for crimes committed on behalf of hostile foreign adversaries,® and more recently, Arizona,
Nebraska, and Texas have all passed bipartisan laws addressing TNR.®

" https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/f1a2069a-0ead-cab1-5641-
37a0ce9b3b23/120623_Abramowitz_Testimony1.pdf

2 https://dailycaller.com/2023/06/17/china-intelligence-service-centers-ccp/

S https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/two-arrested-operating-illegal-overseas-police-station-chinese-
government and https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/new-york-resident-pleads-guilty-operating-secret-
police-station-chinese-government-lower

4 https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/kansascity/news/fbi-and-hsi-announce-regional-homeland-
security-task-force-to-combat-violent-crime-and-transnational-organized-crime

5 https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/264/BillText/er/PDF

5 https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/1r/laws/0224.htm,
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/109/PDF/Final/LB644.pdf,
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB01349F.htm.



