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Chairwoman Bowers and members of the committee,

| submit this testimony in support of Senate Bill 362. | introduced this bill to codify
into statute a proviso, | attached to the budget last session, on the Senate Floor. This
bill requires the offices of the Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of
State, State Treasurer, and Commissioner of Insurance to maintain records of travel
paid for or reimbursed by tax dollars and that it be made available upon request. As
legislators, our travel records are already maintained and are available upon request
and this bill would conform other state officers to the same standards.

| have been requesting this information since | returned to the Legislature in
2023. Originally, | was told this information couldn’t be available because of “security”
concerns, but the information requested was for travel that had already occurred. Which
is why | attached the language on as a budget proviso. Following our budget proviso,
on November 6, | requested the data from the Governor and Lt. Governor’s office on
November 6. It was brought to my attention that neither office was keeping a record of
the travel pursuant to the proviso. | have yet to receive the information requested, which
is why it's necessary to move forward with this bill.

This bill is not political. It's about transparency and ensuring that our constituents
tax dollars are being used responsibly. This bill allows the people of Kansas to access
these records pursuant to any other open record requests. | respectfully ask that you
advance this bill.



Thank you,
Tim Shallenburger

Kansas Senate Vice President

Senate District 13



