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As Amended by House Committee

Session of 2004
HOUSE BILL No. 2811

By Representatives Huy, Brunk, Goering, Goico, Huebert, E. Johnson,
Kauffman, Mays, Merrick, Judy Morrison, Novascone, Patterson,
Pauls, Sawyer, Thimesch, Toelkes, D. Williams
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AN ACT concerning municipal judges; relating to the election thereof;
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—New-See—16: Section 1.  As used in this act:

(a) “City election” means the election at which the governing body
of the city is elected.

(b) “Filing deadline” means the hour, date or time after which it is
provided by law that no person may become a candidate for election to
a city office.

(c) “Primary election” means the primary election of the governing
body of a city.

(d) “General election” means the general election of the governing
body of a city.

New Sec. % 2. From and after July 1, 260+ 2004, municipal court
judges shall be elected as provided by this act.

New Sec. 48: 3. (a) Municipal court judges shall be elected at the
same time as all other city elections.

(b)  Municipal court judges shall be elected for terms of four years
and until their successors are elected and qualified.

(c) The filing deadline for the office of municipal court judge shall
be the same as the filing deadline for candidates for office for members
of the governing body of the city.

New Sec. $9-4. (a) Except as provided by subsection (b), there shall
be a primary election of municipal court judge at the same time for the
holding of the primary election for members of the governing body of
the city.

(b) No primary election of municipal court judge shall be held unless
by holding such primary one or more persons will be eliminated as can-
didates for office. In the event there are not more than two candidates
for such office, the names of the candidates for such office shall not
appear on the primary election ballots, and there shall be no primary
election for such office, but the names of such candidates shall be placed
on the general city election ballot.

New Sec. 20- 5. (a) Any person desiring to become a candidate for
a municipal court judge shall file with the city clerk before the filing
deadline a statement of such candidacy on a form furnished by the county
election officer as specified by the secretary of state. The city clerk of any
city upon receiving any filing under this section shall record the same and
transmit it, together with the filing fee or petition herein provided, within
three business days to the county election officer.

<b) i (. 3 0 . . ’ ’
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such ﬁhng shall be accompanled by a ﬁhng fee of $5O or, in heu of such
filing fee, by a petition signed by 100 qualified electors of the city or by
a number of qualified electors of the city equal to 1% of the ballots cast
at the last general city election, whichever is less.

te} (¢) All elections for municipal court judge shall be conducted by

the county electlon ofﬁcer of th&eeﬂf&y—m—vv%neh—ﬁieh—eﬁyﬁs—leeﬁed—ef

Sedgwwk county, Kansas

New Sec. 2+ 6. At all elections for municipal court judge the polls
shall open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m., unless different hours are
set and publicly announced by the county election officer. In the event
that different hours are so set, the polls shall be open at least 12 contin-
uous hours commencing not earlier than 6:00 a.m. and ending not later
than 8:00 p.m. The secretary of state shall adopt rules and regulations
specifying the time and manner of setting and announcing any change of
hours under authority of this section.

New Sec. 22: 7. No notice of any election of municipal court judge
shall be required.

New Sec. 23- 8.  Municipal court judge elections shall be nonparti-
san. Laws applicable to elections occurring at the same time as municipal
court judge elections shall apply to municipal court judge elections to the
extent that the same are not in conflict with the provisions of this act.

New Sec. 24- 9. Primary and general elections for municipal court
judge shall be conducted jointly with other elections held at the same
time insofar as is practicable. Any election officer having responsibility
for any other such election shall cooperate with the election officer of the
city, and if a difference arises which cannot be agreed upon, determina-
tion of the difference shall be made by the county election officer, unless
such difference involves a question the determination of which is pro-
vided by law to be made by the secretary of state. If under the provisions
of this act one election officer is required to make determination of a
matter and under any other statute a different election officer is required
to make determination of the same issue, the two election officers shall
agree upon determination of such matter, or if they do not agree, either
may submit the matter for determination to the secretary of state whose
decision on such matter shall be final and conclusive.
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New Sec. 25: 10. Names of candidates for municipal court judge
appearing on the ballots in primary and general elections shall be listed
in the various possible orders in rotation.

New Sec. 26: 11. (a) No blank lines for write-in candidates shall ap-
pear on ballots for municipal court judge at primary elections.

(b)  On the ballots in the general election for municipal court judge,
blank lines for the name of write-in candidates shall be printed at the end
of the list of candidates for such office equal to the number to be elected
thereto. The purpose of such blank lines shall be to permit the voter to
insert the name of any person not printed on the ballot for whom the
voter desires to vote for such office.

New Sec. 27 12. Whenever any vacancy occurs in the office of mu-
nicipal court judge office, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by
the governing body of the city.

New Sec. 28: 13. The city clerk shall certify to the county election
officer a list of municipal court judge offices to be voted upon at each
city election not later than January 1 of every year that such city has an
election for municipal court judge.

New Sec. 29: 14. Ballots for primary and general elections for mu-
nicipal court judge shall be prepared in such manner that each voter is
instructed to vote for the same number of candidates as the number of
positions to be filled, for which the voter is qualified to vote. When the
voter may vote for more than one candidate, such instruction also shall
specify that the voter may vote for fewer than the total number for which
the voter is qualified to vote. Failure to vote for the maximum number
of candidates for positions as the voter is qualified to vote shall not in-
validate the ballot nor that portion of the ballot and votes for candidates
fewer than the number directed shall be counted.

New Sec. 36-15. The county election officer who conducts the elec-
tion for municipal court judge shall certify to the city governing body the
determination of election results made by the county board of canvassers.
The term of office for municipal court judge shall commence with the
first regular meeting of the governing body of the city following certifi-
cation of the election.

Every person elected or appointed to the office of municipal court
judge, before entering upon the duties of such office, shall take and sub-
scribe an oath or affirmation as specified in K.S.A. 54-106, and amend-
ments thereto, and every such oath or affirmation shall be filed with the
city clerk.

Sec. 3+ 16. KSA—I2-1036¢—12-4105:F12-4H07F3-52713-6284;
13-628114-201-14-205314-1504314-150214-150315-20415-20915-

aled (a) Sections 1 through
16, and amendments thereto, shall be known and may be cited as
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the municipal judge election act.

(b) This act shall apply to the city of Wichita, Kansas.

Sec. 32: 17. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its publication in the statute book.



