
SENATE BILL No. 546

AN ACT concerning the board of emergency medical services; establishing
a statewide data collection system.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. (a) Within the limits of appropriations therefor, the board
of emergency medical services shall develop and maintain a statewide
data collection system to collect and analyze emergency medical services
information, including, but not limited to, dispatch, demographics, pa-
tient data, assessment, treatment, disposition, financial and any other per-
tinent information that will assist the board in improving the quality of
emergency medical services.

(b) Each operator of an ambulance service shall collect and report to
the board emergency medical services information pursuant to rules and
regulations adopted by the board. The board shall adopt rules and reg-
ulations which use the most efficient, least intrusive means for collecting
emergency medical services information consistent with ensuring the
quality, timeliness, completeness and confidentiality of the system.

Sec. 2. (a) Any emergency medical services information provided to
the board shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed or made public,
upon subpoena or otherwise, except such information may be disclosed
if:

(1) No person can be identified in the information to be disclosed
and the disclosure is for statistical purposes;

(2) all persons who are identifiable in the information to be disclosed
consent in writing to its disclosure; or

(3) the disclosure is necessary, and only to the extent necessary, to
protect the public health and does not identify specific persons, operators,
as defined in K.S.A. 65-6112, and amendments thereto, or ambulance
services.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), reports generated by the
board utilizing emergency medical services information shall be available
in accordance with K.S.A. 45-215 et seq., and amendments thereto.

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), individually identifiable health in-
formation shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed except that the
board may disclose such information to individuals, organizations or gov-
ernmental agencies engaged in research that benefits the public’s health,
safety or welfare if the board is satisfied that such information will remain
confidential and adequately protected from disclosure. For purposes of
this section, ‘‘individually identifiable health information’’ shall have the
same meaning as in 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

Sec. 3. Any operator who reports emergency medical services infor-
mation, in good faith, and in accordance with the requirements of this
act and the rules and regulations prescribed by the board, shall have
immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise be
incurred or imposed in an action resulting from such information. Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to apply to the unauthorized disclo-
sure of confidential information when such disclosure is due to gross
negligence or willful misconduct.

Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3, and amendments thereto, shall be part
of and supplemental to the provisions of article 61 of chapter 65 of the
Kansas Statutes Annotated and acts amendatory of the provisions thereof
or supplemental thereto.



SENATE BILL No. 546—page 2

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.
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