MEMORANDUM TC COMMITTE

[

FROM: Research Department, Kansas Legislative Council

TO: Joint Committee on Legislative Facilities June 23, 1567
-RE: Notes on bill printing procedures recommended for consider-—
ation of the Committee by officials of the State Printing

Plant.

June 21, 1967

) At its last meeting, the Committee directed the Research
Department and the State Printer to work out plans for showing bill
printings through the various stages following two different pro-
cedures. OCne procedure was to show the "net effect" of the bill
at each stage, including the addition of a committee report when
amendments are made. The other approach was to use a combination
of print styles and procedures to set out each stage at which an
amendment or a change was made. After developing a procedure for
carrying out the Committee's reguest, the Research Department asked
the State Printing Plant to draft cost comparisons based on 1965
bill printing data to show the Committee what cost would be in-
volved if either of the two printing procedures were adopted.
While preparing these data, the printing plant staff
came upon an idea which it thought ought to be =
Committee for its consideration. The procedure wou show the
changes now being considered by the Committee with the potential
of being much less expensive than is‘presently the case. They
recommended that the Committee give approval for them to prepare
a bill showing each change made as the bill passes through the
legislature using this new proposed method to.be compared with
the proposed method presently before the Committee for cost com-
parison purposes.
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Proposed Alternative Printiag

Procedure

Under the newly proposed change in the printing procedure
the boldface type could still be reserved for the House, boldface
italics for the Senate. Other combinations would also be possible.

After introduction, any subseguent amendments in a bill
would appear, being printed in the left margin whether the amend-

ment is only one word or whether it involves several lines or
paragraphs. The appearance of the amendment in a bill printing
would basically be as follows:



If a line read:
l. "assessors of each county to check such lists against the"
L] (. . I B | g | 22 de - - =
And it were amended by Committee to read:
1. *"assessors of each county to eheek sueh lisss compmare data
against the"
Then, under the suggested new procedure it would appear this way:
1. ‘"assessors of each county tu =heek sueh tisss
2. compare data (boldface or boldface italics)
3. against the
4. (This line would then pick up the text of the bill as it
was last printed).

In other words, the effect of this procedure is to iso-
nt i s to reduce the time involved in reset-—
: th n amended in the House or Jeqacea At
e I . aterial i1s stricken and new words are
added in a paragraph, the Drinting plant must reset the remaining
portion of the paragraph wherever a change is made. Under the sug-
gested new procedure:

a) a line of original text wou
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&) terrupted wou be com=-
below the amendment,
d) cmtinued in subsequent

The major effect of this change for the reader is that
the bill would be somewhat longer because of the way the amendments
are isolated and its appearance is less neat than i: now the case.
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he pflﬁu;ﬁg plant macninery, but it involves consid time snen
in performing hand operations. Most hand operations can be elimin-
ated by isclating the amendments.



Following the printer's suggestion, the amendments would
be set out first in a certain kind of type and then the machine
operator can go throucgh the bill and reseh only the lines where
amendments occur. The operator then simply drops in the amendment
lines in the proper spaces. In preparing amended bills, the
rrinter would be able to five macl 2s rather than the two that
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ing plant suggested that the
procedure fox g Col €E reports should be reviewed., At
the present time, a new section is printed in the text of a bill
in type showing that it is an amendment, and each section also is
reprinted in italics in the Committee report. The suggestion is
that all whole new sections be noted in the Committee report as
having been added to refer the reader to that portion of the bill.
This would eliminate the need for two complete printings of new
sections which are added to a bill by standing committee action.



