MINUTES OF THE __ SENATE COMMITTEE ON __JUDICIARY

Held in Room 519 | at the Statehouse at _11:00 a m./xxx, on January 11 19.78

All members were present except: Senators Gaar and Steineger

The next meeting of the Committee will be held at 11:00  a mipxax on January 12 1978
i
P 7 :
CZC/L’Z(MJ '\/k /W %‘Z"‘/
Chairman
The conferees appearing before the Committee were:
Staff present:
Art Griggs - Revisor of Statutes
Paul Purcell - Legislative Research Department
Jerry Stephens - Legislative Research Department

The chairman introduced the members of the staff from the Legis-
lative Research Department who would be staffing the committee
this year, Paul Purcell and Jerry Stevens, and briefly reviewed
their educational background and working experiences.

Senate Bill No. 44 - An act establishing the Kansas legal
services corporation. Mr. Purcell reviewed the bill. Senator
Simpson, the author of the bill, indicated that he had not been
able to obtain sufficient support for the bill, and therefore,
moved that it be reported adversely. Senator Everett seconded
the motion, and after discussion, the motion carried.

Senate Bill No. 50 - Liability of cities and countywide law
enforcement agencies for mob action. Following a review of
the bill by Mr. Purcell, the author of the bill, Senator
Everett, indicated that he would to have the bill held until
he had the opportunity to contact the persons who suggested
that he introduce it.

Senate Bill No. 86 - Appointment of nonjudicial personnel in
certain judicial districts. Mr. Purcell briefly reviewed the
bill. Senator Hess commented that the interim committee on
Ways and Means which studied the financing of court systems
recommended that Sedgwick County should change its system with
regard to bailiffs, and should instead pattern itself along
the lines that Shawnee County uses for probation.

Senate Bill No. 125 - Establishing office of state public
defender. Mr. Purcell reviewed the provisions of the bill.
The chairman reminded the committee that last year the legis-
lature passed a resolution asking the Judicial Council to
study the whole area of Appointment of Counsel For Indigent
Defendants, Standards For Determining Indigencey, and

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded
herein have ndt been transcribed verbatim. Individual re-
marks as reported herein have not been submitted to the
individuals appearing before the committee for editing or
corrections.
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SB 125 (continued)

Public Defender Systems. The Judicial Council has appointed

a committee to study this whole matter, but that committee

is not yet ready to make any recommendation concerning the
matters dealt with in Senate Bill 125. During discussion,

it was the consensus of the committee that the Legislature
should wait until the Judicial Council reported to the Legis-
lature, after having requested the Judicial Council to make
such a study, with a request that the Council report back to
the Legislature prior to the 1979 Session. Senator Hess moved
to report the bill unfavorably; Senator Everett seconded the
motion, and the motion carried. It was requested that the
minutes reflect that the killing of the bill was not a rejec-
tion of the concept dealt with.by the bill, but simply a desire
to wait until the Judicial Council report to the 1979 Session.

Senate Bill No. 176 - Civil actions concerning liability of
manufacturers and sellers of products. Following review of
the bill, it was noted that the subject matter had been
studied by an interim committee, which recommended a bill
which was introduced in the House. Also, the interim com-
mittee had authorized the preparation of 12 separate bills

for study during the interim, and although the interim com-
mittee did not recommend the introduction of those 12 bills,
it has been indicated that they will be introduced by individual s
during this session. It was further noted that the proponents
of the legislation seemed to favor dealing with the subject in
separate bills. Since the matter will be addressed in other
bills, Senator Gaines moved to report the bill unfavorably:
Senator Everett seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

Senate Bill No. 212 - Age of juveniles subject to the provisions
of the Kansas Juvenile Code. Following a review of the provisions
of this bill, it was pointed out that Senate Bill 553 was intro-
duced by the interim committee studying Revisions of the Juvenile
Code. The chairman announced that hearings on all bills dealing
with Revisions of the Juvenile Code will be held during the

week of February 6. At least two. days during that week will

be devoted to such hearings, and all five days will be used if
there are that many persons wishing to appear as conferees.

During the discussions on the Juvenile Code Revisions, Mr. Griggs
reported that there had been some consideration during the
interim committee of removing status offenders from the Juvenile
Code, but that Senate Bill 553 did not provide for that. 1In
order to have that proposal before the committee when the
committee considers the Revisions of the Juvenile Code, Senator
Parrish moved that the bill be drafted and introduced as a
committee bill removing status offenders from the Juvenile

Code. Senator Mulich seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.

Senate Bill No. 214 - Disclosure of certain arrest and convic-
tion records. Following review of the bill, the author, Senator
Hein, indicated that since the interim committee had studied
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SB 214 (continued)

the matter and had introduced a bill dealing with expungement,

he felt this bill was not needed, and therefore, moved that it

be reported adversely. Senator Mulich seconded the motion, and
the motion carried.

Senate Bill No. 223 - Establishing a department of justice.
Following a review of the provisions of this bill, it was
pointed out that the interim had studied the matter, but had
made recommendations concerning the bill. Senator Parrish in-
dicated that he would check with other co-sponsors of the bill,
and report back as to whether hearings are desired on the bill.

Senate Bill No. 237 - Licensure, regulation and taxation of
liquor by the drink. Following review of the bill, the chair-
man reminded the committee that he had received a letter from
Senator Morris, the principal sponsor of the bill, requesting
that the bill be held until such time as SCR 1618, a proposed
Constitutional Amendment, is considered favorably by the
Senate.

Senate Bill No. 282 - Adoption and relinguishment of children,
rights of putative father. Following a review of the bill,

the chairman announced that he had seen a newspaper report con-
cerning a U.S. Supreme Court Decision which stated that the
consent to adoption by fathers of illegitimate children was

not required. He requested staff to obtain copies of that
decision and distribute it to members of the committee so that
they may study it prior to further consideration of this bill.

Senate Bill No. 297 - Natural death act. Mr. Purcell reviewed
the provisions of the bill. It was pointed out that there had
been an interim study on the subject matter of the bill. The
interim committee agreed with the basic concept, although it
did not recommend this bill itself. Senator Simpson indicated
he would like to have further hearings on the bill.

Senate Bill No. 312 - Interference with parental custody.
Following a review of the bill, it was pointed out that

the interim committee had studied it and had introduced a
bill, which was introduced in the House. Senator Hess moved
that the bill be reported unfavorably; Senator Gaines seconded
the motion, and the motion carried. :

Senate Bill No. 371 - Clients' security fund.

Following a review of the bill, the chairman reminded the
committee that the committee had introduced this bill at the
request of the Kansas Bar Association, but then had been re-
quested by the bar association to take no further action on it.
The chairman indicated that he would check with Ken Klein, and
Senator Berman was requested to check with Fred Six to see if
the bar association desires a hearing on the bill.

- continued
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Senate Bill No. 456 - Court costs in the district court.
Following a review of the bill, the chairman pointed out
that the content of this bill had originally been part of
one of the bills introduced last year at the request of the
Judicial Council. During last session, the committee felt
that this matter was something that needed further study,
and consequently these sections were deleted from the
Judicial Council bill, and introduced as a separate bill
by the Ways and Means Committee at the request of this
committee. The matter of docket fees was studied by an
interim study, but the interim committee recommended no
legislation on the subject. There has been some further
interest in the bill, and so it will be held for further
hearings.

Senate Bill No. 474 - Relating to promoting obscenity.
The staff reviewed the bill, and the chairman announced that
a hearing had been scheduled for the bill on January 26.

SCR 1609 - Recommending that the U.S. Congress abolish the
Electoral College. Following a review of the resolution,
the chairman indicated that he would check with the author
of the resolution, Senator Vermillion, to see if he wished
further hearing on the matter. :

House Bill No. 2278  Forfeiture of appearance bonds, authoriz-
ing civil actions thereon. Following review of the bill, the
chairman indicated he would contact Representative Ferguson,
the author, to see if further hearings were desired.

House Bill No. 2653 - Crime of criminal injury to persons.
Following review of the bill, the chairman indicated that this
will be set down for hearing.

HCR 5011 - Constitutional amendment relating to removal of
justices and judges, amending section 15 ot article 3 of the
Kansas constitution. Senator Gaines moved that the resolution
be reported unfavorably. The chairman announced that the sub-
ject matter of the resolution had been dealt with by amendments
to Supreme Court Rules, and the chairman read the amendments to
rule numbers 602, 605 and 625. Senator Berman seconded the
motion, and following committee discussion, the motion carried.

The meeting adjourned.

These minutes were read and approved
by the committee on /=1 7-75
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abolishing inter-spousal immunity.

The meeting adjourned.

These minutes were read and approved
by the committee on f | gy




