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MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND SMALL BUSINESS
The meeting was called to order by cenator Fred oy Keermpamn at
10:00 am/gzx on _Wednesday, March 2, 1983 19__ in room __423-S of the Capitol.
All members were present except: Senator Ed Reilly (Excused)

Committee staff present: Bruce Hurd, Revisor's office
Raney Gilliland, Research Department
Lorraine Cobb, secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Senator Francis Gordon

Kenneth Wilke, Attorney, Department of Agriculture
Senator Arasmith moved the March 1 minutes be approved, seconded by

SENATE BILL 204 Senator Allen. Motion carried.

Senator Gordon read from Attachment 1 relative to the background and
contents of this bill. He also called attention to Attachment 2, a
balloon draft of the amendments requested. He called special attention
to the deletion of the words "equal to that appropriated by said city
as above provided, and" and the addition of the words "which shall not
exceed $5,000. The board..." The county currently gives $3,000 to-
ward the fair and they do not want the city to be required to pay an
equal amount. Senator Gannon questioned limiting the amount to $5,000,
but Senator Gordon stated that was the desire of the fair board at

this time.

Mr. Wilke pointed out as the bill is written changing the wording
from cities of the third class to cities of the second class, it
could affect perhaps a dozen free fairs in the state of Kansas.

After some discussion, Senator Allen moved that a conceptual amendment
be drafted to localize the bill to apply to Brown Countv onlv, seconded
by Senator Karr. Motion carried.

Senator Arasmith moved the new Section 2 be adopted as printed, with
the following sections to be numbered in sequence and the title be
amended accordingly, seconded by Senator Gannon. Motion carried.

After further discussion, Senator Allen moved the bill be passed favor-

ably as amended, seconded by Senator Karr. Motion carried.

SENATE BILL 295
There seemed to be a lack of substantiating evidence for the passage
of this bill. Discussion of this bill followed.

Since a number of the committee felt the Accounts and Reports Division
was doing a prompt job in processing vouchers but that the delay

seems to be the necessity of too many signatures, no action was taken
on this bill.

SENATE BILL 367

Senator Montgomery said he felt the Rules and Regulations Committee
was adequately addressing this issue. There was no action taken on
the bill.

Senator Kerr announced there would be a Joint Senate-House Committee
meeting on March 10 at 9 a.m., or after the Session if one is called
at 9 a.m., to hear a presentation by the Task Force on Agriculture
in the Classroom.

The meeting was adjourned.
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Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not

been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 1
editing or corrections. Page _1_ Of ... S
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ATTACHMENT 1, 3/2/83

Under present law, K.S.A. 2-142 through 2-144 applies to cities of the
third class in which county free fairs have been held annually for at least
five years. K.S.A. 2-142 requires that to be eligible, the city of the
third class must have had a population of not less than 9,500 nor more than
11,500 people in the year 1928 as shown by the census in the office of the
State Board of Agriculture and a property valuation for the year 1928 of
not less than $17 million and not more than $21 million as shown by the
assessed valuation in the office of the Public Service Commission. State
Historical Society records show that only Chautauqua and Norton Counties
could have met these population and assessed valuation restrictions. Under
present law, K.S.A. 2-144 provided for the county free fair to be managed
by a board of seven members for whom would be appointed by the governing
body of the city and three by the board of county commissioners.

Senate Bill 204 makes the following changes:

1. Section 1 deletes the population and assessed valuation restrictions
from K.S.A. 2-142 and permits the section to apply to any county
in which there 1s a city of the second or third class in which a
county free fair has been held annually for five years. It also
makes technical changes of a clean-up nature to allow the city to
levy a tax to pay for premiums and awards for exhibits at the fair.

2. Section 2 amends K.S.A. 2-144 to permit the board of directors
for the county free fair to contain one for each commission
district if a county commission contains more than three members.

3. Section 3 of the bill is new and permits any county free fair
established pursuant to K.S.A. 2-142 to apply to the State Board
of Agriculture for designation as an official fair association..
This section is not in current law. One concern would be that the
term "county free fair" does not appear to have been defined except
in K.S.A. 2-132 which would require a county free fair, if estab-
lished subsequent to May 28, 1929, to have been established by the
circulation of a petition as prescribed in that section or by a
pre-established county fair association turning over operation of
the fair to the county commission. ‘

4. The proposed amendment changes the existing language to require
the county to pay an amount not to exceed $5,000 to the fair to
defray expenses of premiums and awards. While present language
does not specify the amount to be paid, it does require the county
to match the amount raised by the city's tax levy. This change
may conflict with the general levy for county fairs in K.S.A.
2-129 which provides for county aid in the amount of premiums and
awards, including actual cost awards, judges fees and printing of
the premium list.

Historically speaking, this bill appears to be designed to help out a
fair held at Horton, Kansas, every year under the name of the Tri-County
Fair. An examination of agency files indicates there has been quite a bit
of correspondence starting as far back as 1939 concerning the apportionment
of county funds for premium lists and awards at fairs, said apportionment
being between the Horton Fair Association (Tri-County Fair) and possibly an
officially recognized fair association in Brown County. Subsequently Mr,
Ray Foster, who has worked with the Tri-County Fair, has been in contact
with this office off and on over the last couple of years. Mr. Foster has
been supplied with copies of the correspondence in our file pertaining to

the Tri-County Fair in Brown County.
»/fz.é. /
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SENATE BILL No. 204

By Semator Gordon
2-9

AN ACT concerning county fairs; amending K.S.A. 2-142 (md
2-144 and repealing the existing sections. /

Be {1 enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Scetion 1. K.S.A. 2-142 is hereby amended to read as follows:
9-142. In any eounty in the state of Kangns having a population of
not less than nine thousand five hundred (0;600) nor moro than
eleven thousand five hundred (11;600) in the ycar 1088 a3 shown
by the eensus in the offiec of the state board of agriculture of
Kansas; and which had e property valuation for the year 1088 of
not less than soventeen million dollars ($3%:000,000) and not

‘more than twenty-one million dollars ($81,000;000) as shown by

the assessed valuation in the office of the publie serviec eom-
mission; and in which there i3 a eity of the third closs whero
county free fair hos been held annually for five (B) years; The
governing body of said any clty of the second or third class in
which a county free fair has been held annually for floe years, may
each year hereafter levy a tax upon all of the taxable tangiblo
propesty in said the city and budget and appropriate the amount -
raised by anid the levy for tho purpose of delraying to defray
CXpenses incldent to the maintenance and support of a county
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free fair and to pay awards and premiums for exhibits at the fair.
Scc.’2. K.S.A. 2-144 is hereby amended to read as follows:
9-144. The county free fair shall be managed by a board offsever
members, four of whom shall be appointed by the govcrnlng(
body of the snid the city and three of whom shall be appointed by
the board of county conumissioners of the county in which said
the city is located, onc from cach commissioner district, In any
county having more than three county conuirissioners, the board
of county commissioners may appoint a member to the fair board

),Q~ 43

Sec.02 . l(.S.A. 2-143 is hereby amended to read as follows:
2-143. Whenever any such city shal}-levy levies a tax fox the
purpose of maintaining a county free fair, the board of county
commissioners of the county in which said the city is located
shall appropriate from the general fund of satd the counly an
amount of money equal—to-%hata—apprepfiated-by—eaid-eity-aa-—abeve

previdedr--and which shall not exceed $5,000. The board shall

cause a warrant to be issued in favor of the treasurer of the
county free fair boards in the amount se paid by the ‘paid county
together with the amount raised by the paid city to be used for
the purpose of defraying all of the expenses and maintenance of

paid the county free fair and to pay awvards and premiums for

exhibits at the fair.
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from cach commissioner district. ‘The fair bonrd shall select o
ehairman chairperson and treasurer from its membership and
may appoint such other officers as may be necessary.

New Sec. m%t\ny county free fair established pursuant to
K.S.A. 2-142, and amendments thereto, may apply to the state
board of agriculture for designation as an official fair association.
If recognized as an official fair association, any county free fair
estublished pursuant to K.S.A. 2-142, and amendments thereto,
shall have all powers and duties as other officially recognized
county fair associations.

& Sec. 47 K.S.A. 2-14%[%(1 2-144 are hereby repealed.
o Sec. § 'This act shall take effect and be in force from and alter
its publication in the statute book.
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