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Approved
Date
MINUTES OF THE _Senate  COMMITTEE ON Elections
The meeting was called to order by Senator Ronald R. Hein at
Chairperson
_1:30  x#mdp.m. on _January 24 19_83in room _222=S  of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Senator Edward F. Reilly, Jr.

Committee staff present:
Myrta Anderson, Research Department
Arden Ensley, Revisor of Statutes' Office
«g N aren (} neen, Comm/ tHee Dedre fa f"f

Conferees appearing before the committee:
John Polson, Wichita, Kansas
Helen Knetzer, Wichita, Kansas
Senator Billy McCray
Jon Josserand, Secretary of State's Office

The Chairman called the meeting to order.
Myrta Anderson explained the context of SB 29.

John Polson presented a map of Sedgwick County. He then introduced Helen
Knetzer.

Helen Knetzer spoke of the unfainess in the appointment of County Election
officials, that they should be elected. She spoke of the computer printouts
and called them an invasion of privacy because of the phone numbers listed
and the date of birth. She mentioned that voter registration needs to be
simple. Helen Knetzer asked the committee to favorably pass SB 29.
(Attachment #1)

Questions were asked and a general discussion was held regarding date of

birth and phone numbers listed on printout sheets. Senator Meyers asked

what the statute said. Jon Josserand said that the dates and phone numbers
are permissable, but statutes prohibit use of registration information for
commercial purposes. Senator Gannon asked who makes the determination as

to who would get the lists. Jon Josserand said that the Election Commissioner
makes the determination.

John Polson discussed problems he felt Sedgwick County was having with
voter registration and voting places in several precincts in Sedgwick County.

The Chairman indicated that there has to be no overlapping of any precincts,
and that different political sub-divisions cannot be combined.

Senator Billy McCray passed out a statement regarding SB 29. (Attachment #2)
He also passed out some background material. (Attachment #3)

Senator McCray said that his is a philosophical argument. He said that if
the officials were elected, the voters would have some influence to remove
the officials from office.

Questions were asked and a general discussion was held regarding Senator
McCray's statement.

Jon Josserand made comments on SB 29. (Attachment #4)

Questions were asked and a general disculsion was held regarding SB 29.

Senator Johnston moved that the minutes of January 18 be approved. Senator
Talkington seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairman.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for l

editing or corrections. Page —_— Of 1_.



“TACHMENT #1
REMARKS ON SI TE BILL #29 ;

DIRECT ELECTION BY THE PEOPLE OF THE ELECTION COMMISSIONER IN THE FOUR
LARGEST COUNTIES OF KANSAS

Mr. Chairman & Members of the Comﬁittee:

As a native of Kansas I have always been proud of the fact that Kansans
have always believed in fairness, everyone having the same equal opportunities
and rights. That when they see an area of injustice, unfairness or discrim-
ination they have always acted to correct any inequity. We have an area
existing in Kansas at the present time. The injustice, unfairness of not
allowing the people of the four large metropolitan counties the opportunity
of electing their election officer. Although as tax payers they pay the
expenses and salaries of the election commissioner's office they have no
voice as to whom the election commissioner is nor do they have any way of
removing from office anyone they feel is not doing their job.. I firmly
believe that thé’people of the larger counties are just as intelligent and
capable as the people of the smaller counties in choosing the person respons-
ible for conducting the elections in a county. (In smaller counties the
county clerk is responsible) I also firmly believe that all election officers
should be elected by direct vote of the people, as any person elected by
the people 1 feel is more responsive to the people. The election commiss-
ioner's office in the four metropolitan counties must not be allowed to
remain a "political football". How can a person in Topeka knowwhat areas
need to be corrected by the election commissioner of another county, other
than possibly Shawnee County. I can speak only of personal knowledge of
areas in Sedgwick County but some of those areas may also apply to other
counties in the state. Townships and Second Class Cities need more precincts
than their present number. There are some precincts in Wichita that are
being forced to vote in voting places in townships outside the city limits
which I believe to be a direct violation of our present election laws.

Examples: (1) 23rd precinct of Ward VI (Wichita) voting in
Gypsum Township about 5 miles away.

(2) 17th precinct of Ward VIIIin a township 15

miles away 4/
Lh /



There needs to be some definite guide lines drawn up as to the size of
precincts as they vary in size in Sedgwick County from three registered voters
in the 17th precinct of the 8th Ward to 1943 registered voters in the second
precinct of Rockford Township.

Computer print-outs. The election commissioner has refused to list
telephone numbers as she says they are an invasion of privacy. I feel that
telephone numbers are no more of an invasion of privacy as my birthdate is.

Voter registration. Although therp has been some improvement in this
area there is room for more. I have taken the training provided by the
election office and am a deputy registar. I have registered people in
shopping centers and stores and have also gone door to door in voter
registration request drives. I have found a lot of confusion when going door to
door reguesting people to feel out voter registration request cards. There
is no reason why an election commissioner or county clerk could not advertise
in the paper that there was going to be deputy registars conducting: a voter
registration drive in a certain precinct or township on a certain day, during
certain hours, thus elimating the confusion of voter registration request
cards. We must do everything possible to get people registered to vote,
and get them to vote for voting is to me a very special right and privilege
we have. I work with a young woman who has recently come from Péland to live
in our state. One of her greatest desires is to become a citizen of our
county and to register to vote. She says we must not take our voting rights

for granted, for if we do we may become like her country, without any voting

privileges. You as legislators of our state must do everything in your

power to see that when areas of injstices, unfairness or discrimation are

pointed out to you that you make every effort to correct them. So therefore,
T would urge you to pass this bill out of committee for full consideration

and debate by the entire Senate. Thank you.




2PTACHMENT #2

Testimony of Senator Billy Q. McCray
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to appear

before yvour Committee.

Senate Bill 29 is not a complicated piece of legislation.
It may be a bit controversial but certainly not complicated.
If passed, my bill will allow for the election commissioners
of the four largest counties in our stateito be elected by
a popular vote of the people, rather than by appointment as

they presently are.

County clerks act as the county election commissioners
in all of the other 101 counties. They are elected as a
part of the county ballot of officers. These election
officers are accountable directly to the people of those
counties and consequently respond to the desires of the

majority of the registered voters of that county.

I believe that most citizens want to participate in

government at whatever level they are able to. The

elective process is the easiest and cheapest way to
participate in government; and each time that we eliminate

one or more county, state or federal officer from the elective

process, we merely guarantee more government by appointed

bureaucrats and less participation by the average taxpayer.

b 2
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Election commissioners in Sedgwick, Johnson, Shawnee

and Wyandotte counties have certain election law jurisdiction
over about 40 percent of the state's population, yet are
political appointees of a chief election officer. This

chief election officer is the Secretary of State (and

of course that is an elected office). This could allow

for disenfranchisement for a large block of citizens,

yet that‘group would have no political recourse for removing

or voting out their elected commissioner.

I believe Kansans want to be involved in selecting
the persons who will administer the state's election
laws, and who also will provide leadership and direction
in developing more opportunities for
allowing persons to become registered voters. Senate

Bill 29 will do just that.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.



Of Water Board !

3 ¢ T >2/67
(BY Tha Star's Own Sarvice)

» Topeka—A bill to change the
““election date of members of the
tJohnson County water district to
; coincide with the city and schonl;
district electiong in April was’
; Introduced yesterday in the Sen-i

i County delegation,

+ Election of the boar
| held on a.
il vember. :
A similar bill ‘was passed by %
ilthe last session but vetoed bsv'
Gov. Robert Docking The gov- &
;rn& tacted after considerable i
rolest - was. raised by propon-
ents of the present pgnpogp the
greunds the election of water
board members would become
secondary in the minds of resi-
dents if it were joined with city
and school board issues. '
Sen. Robert F. Bengatt,

Saturday early in No-

e

3

wirairie Village) saig yesterday
%e intent wag tp consolidate’
lections and save the expense
f a separata election for only
%he water board,
% It provides that the five board:
smembers serve for d-year terms.
,_%nd sets up a procedure for thels
wlaggered election - of
members to be held on
Tuesday in Apri] of
bered years, .

(R

S/

Y54 that would establish a

election in Kansas.

Reilly, who currently is |
%4 rounding up support for such a
%) measure, said the bill probably
would be patterned after the
{ Oregon. presidential primary.
“1 don't know how much sup-

dlis for 2 presidential primary,”

people of Kansas want a]
4 presidential primary. B
mail-in poll he conducts every
session shows “‘overwhelming

L

ale by members of the Johnson:! 33

d now islsg

2

Leavenworth, sald Monday he
will introduce a bill next week i
“pref-}4
erential presidential primary

=

LA kS

port among the legislature there |

Reilly said. “But I do know the }

" The senator said a newspaper

pr imary‘ - N

Under a preferential primary
plan, Kansas voters would go'to
the polls during a presidential
election year and state their

4 choice of primary presidential
24 candidates.
Talaratac frarm Wancas tn the

v oling
[ D Coplf g

.~ Legislative Writer -

"Over the strenuous objectiori

of & -Demecratic. member, the-
4 Senate - Elections '; Committes
Monday voted 6-2 to inireduce 2
bill giving the secretary of -state
_power to appoint election com-
missioners in Kansas’ four most
= populous counties. )

~The bilkk~ " proposed byj
Republican Sen. Ben Foster of}
Wichita, Elections Committee;
chairman, has the indications of
becorning a .seething political

I3

Demscratic  Gov."  Robert
i Docking now has power to ap-
{point the election commission-
iers in Shawnee, Sedgwickwpty-
andotte and Johnson coulities.
Secretary of State Mrs: Elwiil
:Shanahan, to whom appointive
! power would go under the bill,
is a Republican.

flavor of the measure, Senate
'Republicans voted in a caucus
- last week to support such a bill,
Foster’s request {o have the
ielections comunittee introduce
!the bill as a-committee-spoa-
sisored measure Monday irked
4| Sen.  Jack Steineger, D-Muncie,
iwho along with. Sen. Charles
 Hinchey, D-Kansas- City, is a
3 minority member of the 'comn-
mittee. . .f . ‘

“I object to- b

i
|

eing a member
! of. &‘committee and have-a bi™
intreduced that has my undez-
stood * endorsement when it
doesn’t have my " support at all,”
fSteineger told the committee,
Knows Nothing
“*T can't conceive of any legis-
lator wanting to put his name on
a bill that he knows nothing
about.” . :
Foster countired by saying
the bill, after introduction,

\

et

3 kit

37 Ky

1o

™

would be returned to the com-
mittee for hearings an

d discus-

I

- 5 3
’?_ ,,!

. —— e e Ty e
» “Why can't this bill. ha spoit-y

F the committee would sponsor it.

And heightening. the partisan,

L

MImiss

sored by the individual whoj}
proposed it, @n¥yway?’'’
Steineger asked. “Just who is
propasing this bill?”
-] hoped the commitiza would
sporscr it,” Fester sakt. < - -
wwell, okay, whe asked that'
the bill be drafted?”” Sieineger
retorted. o s
“1 did,” Foster sald. 1 aeped

[
i,

1 thought that would giv'& the i
bill a little raore prestiga.” ;
Most legislators belisve i bill

i
i

mittes carries oo v i
a bill spansored by 2a.
lawmaXxer.

At stake are the apgpinizonmis |
of threa of tite fowr afuctice s
comnraissianers. Only ¢
ties. have election «
ers. Rlections in othe
.are handledt by county

The terrm of Virgicia harrk-

clerke. |

corprpissioney, expine:
1969, In Jehnson Coin, 2
Cook’s tern expires Jug.
1970, "And in. Shawres Ununly
ithe termn of Sharon Alciiisen
expires Jan. 4, 1970. :
Thus Docking woide ‘he i 8]
election cornmissioners in thes
three counties. . - 1
Most often discussed in con-}

the termn of Mrs. Harisen inj
Sedgwick County.

The term of Ralph Brown In
Wyandotie County expires Juiie

term of office ends.
Appoints Two

the state’s four election com-
missioners: Brown in Wyan.

jdotte County and Mrs. Atchison -
in Shawnee County. Mrs. At-p,

chison js serving the unexpired:
term of the late Viola Pritchard. |

Both Brown and Mrs. Atchi-t
son are Democrats.
|* Sen: Reynolds Schultz, R-
Lawrence, told the committee

N2 LTINS

s pEegrame - 20w Z 5 Bl
national nominating convention

would then be bound to support
the winners on the first ballot.

Reilly was 2 delegate to the ji
Republican National Convention
last August in Miami Beach.

S cretary - of

|

Monday that giving the se-
state appointive ;
power- over election commis-
sioners would be a further con-
solidation -of election reforms |-
undertaken during the 1968 ses-

[XEERA B4 % g 2 R
LT3t e S O

LT L I B
‘:mmrzﬂ» Ror ’}«im $.

joner

state power to make certaiy };
rulss, and the election commis-

3
i
5

. Maybe we should let the people

son, Sedgwick County election;

position to appeint lixcisevst,

nection with the propossd bill is !

30, 1571 after Docking’s second

g

Docking has appointed iwo of |

- -- Makes Sense- i
“We gave.the secretary of;
gt
sioners work closely with the
seeretary of state)”  Schndiy
£~ 1A T

“*To me thisy would’ makes
sense that the secretary of stafa 2
pick the comissiorers,”- <.
But Steineger sald, “In ek~
Ing this drastic departure of
policy of 23 years maybe we
should give it serious study.

in each county clect the com-;
missioners.”
Steineger added:

HPham

ra the

—— bV 4

I k2]
wn. ..

“We ceriainly wouldw't want:

s

AEtp s



due. Part of the frustration of young people to-.
day lies in the inability to express their opin-
ions at the polls in the very years when they
often are the most interested in politics, They
leave high school after years of studying the
democratic processes; they can continue these
studies in college; they can pass out campaign
literature;- drive voters to the polls and work .
hard for'a party or a candidate, But they can’t
vote. And. despite President Nixon's comment
: that being “old enough to fight is not the rea-
son for change, it does seem ridiculous that an
« individual can be a veleran of three years in
! the military service before he can vote for. the
policy-makers of his country. . ' _
;égf The voting age ought to be lowered, and
v there is no reason why the attempt cannot be
fi%made at both the state and federal levels. Con-

]

o4

%4 gress can move toward this reform and so can
the separate states. But the important thing is

for the lawmakers to get moving.

Projects Said Up |
3 O. Ca .2/}‘5’/[7 C on . L
SE Topeka ! City Clerk" “Bill by City Attorney Jonn Lewis, is:
4 Douglass told a house commit- fresh from an unpleasant en-,
tee ’Fhursday there.is increasing counter with protest petitions. !
A citizens’ opposition to major, He ruled last year that peti-
‘-f municipal projects. :

tions calling for a vote on ghe‘

ifi re.the| Topeka-city manager question
Hggffléif,ﬁﬁgeﬁnbéﬁcms, did not have a sufficient numbev
Fees and Salaries, which is of valid names. - E.t'h el
considering a bill that would When members of the Topeka |
change existing Kansas law and

Citizens Assn., which was con-

Irelax the requirements for dust"}?t‘o’ t;hevex?ig;iuoéln odsi;‘;;
S . o s |soug [

4 validating sign atures og petl sigr?atures through afﬁd'ayits to
tons. . More Petitions satisfy the statutory minimum, }

. . Douglas ruled the procedure’
“I think the easier you make}was unacceptable. .

7 it,” he told the committee, “the

R

| 1 Cxp I s
: ale  Committé on
Elections everrede Democrat
protests Monday aud recom-
mended passages of a bill that
dstrips the governor of his power
sgito appoint eclections commis-
oG sioners and reassigns it to the
S secretary of state, .
The bilknow goes back to the
full Senate debate,
Demos Vote No

the eommittee voled against the
d actlon. Sen. Jack Sieineger,
Muncie, called it “pure partisan
politics.”

The other Demaerat member
of the panel, Sen. Charles Hin-
chey, Kansas City, {old the se-
vert Republican members whe
voted to recommend the biil for
passage, “You're going to cut
off your nose tc save your,
face.” ’

The committee action fnliow-
ed a joint meeting of the House
and Senate electizns cormmit-
tecs to hear testunony on the
w4 bill from thres of the state's
 four eleetions cormmissioners.

Change Oppased
The Ione Democrst comms-
3 sioner to  apresr, Shawnse

-3

Committe:
pointme

e Bac
nt  Bi

advantage in a bill givi
authority to the secretary
state,

The terms of botlx Cook ar
Mrs. Harrison are due to. expi-
dwing Democrat Gov: Fobs
Docking's secand twe years
office. : LT

No Shiff; Asked

Before the Senale comunitt:
voted on the measure, ‘Steinege
pointed out that moms of th
electiors commmissioners or th
secretary of stale, who is
Republican, kad asked for th
change.,

“I'm curious as to- whe aske
for the bill, and I'm curious 2
to why it’s come up now afte
the present system has worke
well for 20 yeass,” Sieinege
said, '

The two Republican clection
eommissioners said the bilf is
logical proposal because |
would give appointing authorit
to the state offiicial who -i
charged with responsibility fo
zdriinistering and suuervisin
state election laws. :

Democrats retort it’s a fitd
late te be thinking abont suc
logic, .-

Couuty Commissicnee of Elec-
7 tions Mrs. Sharen Atchison, said
she sees no need to change the
appointing authority.

Her two Republican cornmis-

35% sioner cplleagu
.J,

os

(SN

Willard Cook |,
of Jolinsorn Courty and Mrs, ¥

i more petitions you're going to
get. : : '
“There’s increasing oppost-
tion from citizens to major pro-
jects, and I see this matte}: of!
petitions as a real problem.
Douglass was among several
witnesses who urged tha

5

¥ to spell out more precisely what.
3 guidelines to follow in validating
the signatures on protest peli-
tions. - :
Problem Told '
The problem, Douglass testi-
fied, is, “How do you establish
that the person who sigpgd a
A petition is the same individual

Wichita, also said he believes

tthe way a name is signed orr a
language in the bill be clarified protest petition and the way it is

-} counsel for the League of Kan-

in Shawnee County
court to settle the matter.
John Dekker, city attorney of

Virginia Lee Hamtison of Wi,
§ chita, declaved they see great))

language in the bill oes not
solve the question of how to
resolve discrepancies between

listed on the official voter|
registration books. . \'
Wright Crummett, general

sas Municipalities, suggested
the bill be amended to give the
secretary of state authority to
establish guidelines for deter-!
mining the validity: of

as the one listed on the voter
<734 registration book?
ATE4  ““Youneed to clarify that one
A point—how do you determine
identity?” ’ :
Nanalace whn wag accompa-

' signatures.. .
gl:'ummett said he would draw

+ up some proposed ,r.ules and
regulations and supmit them to
the committee for itsl <on-

SR T VN .\.,.. - .:
tee, Rep! Kenneth Winters, R-
Prairie Village, said the idez
behind the bill was ‘‘fo maket
petitions more readily available
to persons of honest interest” in;
the questions that are the usual!
issues behind petition drives. i
“1 don’t think there's one in 50 ¢
people who can remember ex-
actly how they signed thel
registration  books,” Winter
declared. ‘
The key provision in the bili is
one which would allow election
officials to accept petition:
signatures *‘so long as persons |
of the same names, or ones of
such similarity as to reasonably ¢
appear to be the same persons,

cidaratinn. :

are contained in the registration
L P ”
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.rters and opponents of a
*-mtizl primary for Kansas
- arguments today at the
veekly eggs and issues

fe

i€

¢ araber of Commerce.
orters of the measure
-4 enactment of such a
‘suld give Kansans ag
voice in selecting the
“sntial nominees. :
avents charged a
‘antial primary is little}
:han a personality contest,
wouid only boost -the
mountainous costs- of
ning for president.
5ill in Each House
_e ara two bills calling for
.idential primary in Kan-
pending before the
“sture — one in the House
aresentatives and another
senate.
-4 provide for binding the:
4l convention delegatesy,
i"ansas to the winner of ¥
.:ansas primary through the
hallet. - i}
e Sen. Ed Reilly,
enworth, co-author of the

&

§g

B-1

§

-+ hill, told the audience of {8

dators and businessmen,
~iously the public s

{

tisfied with the presentd:

-sated method of selecting
~:ential candidates.”
said student demons-

s are a manifestation of b
sisillusion among both;
1 and old Americans with |
respensiveness of present
sical institutions.

Arguments Discounted
~ijiy’s partner in arguing for
srimary idea, Rep. Payne
~3'* Ratner Jr., R-Wichita,;
~wnted arguments used by
aonts.
- said the fact that few
> do not have presidential

PN

cies is preof that political
in those states without
a primary will not part
their power to control
zates to the national - no-
ning conventions.
-*g Sen. Tom Van Sickle, R-
| Scott, spearneaded debsr_‘/
nsttion to the president.
~rantial hills.
istory- has proven,
declared,
lential primaries do no
e winners.” _
cited a long list of
idential primary winners
d not capture their party
aations at convention tim

TYRLLTITRR,

>

”» Val;
‘“that

t

B

C
9

HJ

S

i regard themselves as inde-
pendents,” Van Sickle said.

- Van Sickle’s colleague in op~
position.
H primary ' idea, former state
] Republican chairman George
Neitels of Pittsburg, said the
current method for selecting
delegates in Kansas is a
one. : '
- “Basically it is a distillation
il process that. starts at the grass
roots with county caucuses,”
Nattels said. o
--The former
leader also

phrases such as czars, king-
makers and power brokers
are designed to. inflame passion
“and ignore the voice
‘son

USH BILL TO TAXE
A GOVERNOR POWER

-3

1P

s

both Democrats from Kansas:
_Clty, Kansas, Sen. Charles Hin-,
chey and Sen. Jack Steineger,
harged that the action was po-jj:.:
litically- motivated because Gov.:
Robert Docking is a Democra
and-the Legislature is Republi
can. = ’

son, - Wyandotte, Sedgwick and

Va.. oickle also declared tha
w people turn out fo vote in aj

presidential primary, because it
: wogld requ}re therr.\‘to. declare #1515y made the motion that the
their political affiliation and. Hill: be recommended favorably}
forpassage.

~Senator Thomas. earlier had
presented letters from Rex F.
Price, chafrman of the Johnson:
County board of commissioners,
and James Bouska, Johnsen

the majority of Americans

to the presidential

good

Kansas GOP
declared” that

of rea-
3 .

Hi
‘where election commissioners: -
are appointed by the governor.

County attorney, urging that:
Cook be retained as Johnson; =g
County election commissioner

Both Bouska and Price support-

a student of election proceduresys
in Kansas and was considered

AR
stat

he.- lﬁ'ﬁe only: ones'

Sen, C.Y.Thomas (R-Mission

E

ed theibill. .
Bouska said Cook had become

an authority. He 'said instruc-
tions Cook had given in connec-|<:¥
tion with elections always hadis:
been correct. -
“Since he took office, we have
never had a complaint regarding:
his office .from the officials ofl
either of ‘the political parties,”}|:
Bouska said: o

Cook told the eommittee he}-s

Kansas Senate Committee Rec-
.oemmends Secretary of State
;ame Election Aides

.o, G [
G A3 e
(The Star’s Kansas Correspandant)
Topeka—A bill to change the
QEfice of election comraissioner
in such countieg as Johnson and
Wyandotte from appointment by
the governor to appointment by
the secretary of state was rec-
ommended for passage yester-

day by the Senate elections

committee. .
The action came after C. Wil-

lard Cook, Johnson County elec-
tion commissioner,
Virginia Lee Harrison; Sedgwick
County election commissioner,!
testified before a joint hearing of:
the House and Senate election’
committees. They said appoint-
ment by the secretary of state!
was in line with good election!
procedure because the secretary!
of state was the officer responsi-i
‘ble for administration of state
" election laws.

and Mrs.

Two committee members,

The bill would apply to Johu-

hawnee Counties. These are the}:

called on the seecretary of state ;-
at least once a week in connee-|
tion with election procedures but |
that he only had talked twice to,
the office of the geverpor in his
six years in office. |

He said he believed the secre-
tary of state was the proper of-
ifice under which (he election
" commissioners should operate.
| _Mrs. Harrison said there was
valid argument for having the
Isecretary of state namne the elec-|;
ition commissioners because the ;"
:election commissianecs serve as
the local arms of the secretary
of state in administering state
election laws. She said such a
change would minimize political|.
influence.

Mrs. Sharon Afchison, Shaw-|
nee County election commission-|
er who- was named by Governor
Docking, said she believed the:
present situation worked well.

e, > < . . .
o ur_most populons_connties inj: .

f Harrison,

Senator Steineger asked Mrs |.
Mrs. Atchison and!
Cook whether the election com-|
‘missioners of the four big coun-|
jties had requested such legisla- |-
ition. \All three said that they had




By »OY TOWN
Legxslanvawmer .\
A clash betwees: Urban and
rural senators: deyveloped
3 "3 Thursday in' the ‘Kansas Senate
v during a hectic session that saw y
- one upper chamber. member-{’
‘lashing out at the House of Rep-t
resentatives., . .
The urbdn-ruv-af ciash which |
* has been building momentum |
" this sesston’ with urban solons

) JnPtt R-Prezirie. Village, came
) ,1 when two minor bills were
tbulked on .ene roll cally
" vote. One of the bills, allowing
.ipubhshmg of city zoning or-
"4 dinances by reference, had

“t backing from:.a majarity of the

“urban-oriented senators. The}:

-Bother, allowing a-half-mill levy}
% for noxious - weed funds by

* counties, was - supported by |,
© Srural sena;ors
%  TWhile  urban, senators

-"*recxstered then: votes_against

~”i lhe half-mill~ Tevy measure,
* rural senators i turn cast their

‘votes  against: th - zoning

} measure. : '

i sen.

+ Atrnison,
§ palled at the urban-rural voling”

3 on the two measures, cast an

opposing vute for the zoning bill.
“1 hope this is the last time

Steadman Ball

ism,” Ball said. .
On the Ball

Bali’s comment touched off a
?serxes of vote changes. Several ||

: senators, including Frankl}
;'., Hodge, R-Hutchinson, and E. W,
strahan, B-Salina, took the floor
4 to say they had not cast votes.

hi
-
“t

RV

. cent saies taxg inerease “of thels

= lining up with Sen. Robert Ben-}.-

R-I&
saying he. was ap-l:

] we see this-voting b ¥, sectional- ¥

according to any urban-rural |

| bill® “}o - give -more-- fayorable |
treatment to urban areas.

when ‘Ball took the floor to move
fnat the upper chamber cansid-
er homnore bills sent over from
the: Fouse Judiciary. Committes.

Ju;huary Committee, said he
-Judiniary “Committee

kusly approved by the Senate..

- iudiclary .-committes ‘in- the
House for the balance “of the
session until the House commit-
tee: takes some acuon on those
bills,” Ball said..

it

‘with Benuett, Ball rose to an-
{nmmce “A cooler head than

‘drew the motion and the Senate

xmttee—sponvorea ‘mUs

Y
’I‘hﬂgl/ /rZ will go horﬁe

]ate today for the weekend and
raturn Monday to wind up the
1969 session .hopefully by the
‘end of Tuesday, Spcaker Alvin
Strowig said today. ~
Strowig., Abilene Repubhcan

=

3 split.
| Both measures “passed and -
%4 were sent to- the" governor for
73 his action.. ,
3 Anurban-rural dmsnon in the
4 Senate has become increasingly
A apparent this session. Urban:
4 senators banded together

4

J taxes.

iy

-4

» ,f} agam succzeded in amending a

3 ezdier in the session to kill 2
1 mandatory freeze on property

And when the measure was!
revived in different form, they|s

' outlined the plans to the mem-
bers of the Kansas House. .

The legxs.ators would expect
{o return in about 10 days,
\bowever, to consider vetoes by
the governor.

1t is anticipated the return
“would perhaps be for a smgle~

\\day

I

TBE 1N Ber

* An attack on the House came

. Ball; chairman of the Senate: i

= ’*!QC&Li, rﬂ A

 was-irked. because the House e
hadi®

- withneld aclion on 17 bills pre-{

. Ball Balks.:
“Fmove we do not consider
“any:  more . bills from -the |

But after a- qu’z( conference )

mine has prevailed.” He with-|-

then - proceeded - to. -approve; J
several House Judmary Com- /4 ¥
fn, scribed the Right in Wom
’,bill as lacking in legal por-g

|vote in both houses, can muster

jithe veto or the Rldht to Work
E nllt appears hkely, however,

4 pather sufficient; strength lo
2 override his veto on the election

o
m

_Mgssége Assails RMotives
O‘F !:r‘ne G Q 53

13

P)" i ‘

Q«?f 143

X1e

y,

had
ul)

3 Execuhve Asseri’s Offi-
: cmls HMad Not Askad
: for Measure

C. Hero—4/12[e5 -
/{ 5’4{{37;' Morgan é/
(The Star's Kanaas Corposcordept)

- Topeka - Gov.. : Ro?’ heset
Dockmg, today veln u.u nills

u

ties ta-the Kansas “Rightit
to Work” law ang ..at»
transferred appointive
powers over counlty elec-
tion commissioners

i pose, highly discriminatory?
and distuptive of good 1a-)
ibor-managernent relations.d

ply to federal . installations
4such as the Sunflower ord-
nance plant at De Soto.

~ . Blow to Office

The Xansas governe -was
teven more forceful in atia acking

to take his powers for appointing!
1

the measure “‘a disgusting, irre-
verent attack upon the office of!
the governor.”

Kansas Republican legislative
leaders said, however, that theyt
wouid attempt {o override his
veto on both measures tonight o
tomorrow.

There appears to be a question
whether the Republicans, whe
have the necessary two-thirds

g

;‘\

Lt

enough ' conviction to-override

i‘
b

# anderson, . Ofathe, w‘xem W wast ;

It

K

H
[iDocking said in vetoingthe

Honinion that a

11
that added criminal r"\nan-ig
|

Wb s
lm;hbm

the governor to the secyes)
tary of stale.
Governor Docking de-

'He cited an opinion muvcé criminates against  great num-
2glast night by Kent Frizzel
{Kansas attorney general,§
{indicating it would not ap-

!,{L‘E*

% said,

| the other bill (S. B. 637, desigued

election. commissioners, calling§ Se

f

Ithe governor said the bill had i
ibeen presented to the Legisla-!
Yture “disguised .as, an elechon

er {o ths secrotnnr o{ state, a
Bepablican, . could sava the jab
of ¥illard Cook, Johoson Couniy
electien ceminissioner; a Reon.b-—
lican who was named by Jobu

1 gOVArnor.-

““Thare has heen cmlv oiie e

drorted viglatiens of the. Karsas

ccnsnt‘utmnal amercant pro-
kibiting compuisory nrien mem-

Lership in 10 years,”™ Governior &

*nght to Work charnge (H.'B.
$1179). *“This bill was written—as
{its proponents have claimed—to
icorrect an alleged: probiem af
‘tbe Sunflswer Ordnance plant; a
ifederal installation, The Kansas
4ttomey geaeval has sfated the
Kansas law would
roly to fer’eral msntuhonf
iast dL"tE’LIS 3
Tae govermor went on to say,
kat tha provisions of the hill ap-;
aaved ta hinvto diseriminsted in;
jlepalties betwzen the corpora
tion executive and the individu
businessman  and between th

Jeader and the laubering!

l.‘

fnet a2

E 3 ati,
- ““Since it is the opinion ofthe 4
i altorney  general that the bill
viould apply omy to those per-
'sous engaged i oprivate labor-
ihnme\s manageinent. apd wol|s
on the federal level, the hil] dis-

-
&y

of warking pecple; ** Docking

& minotity report against the
bill was-signed by Sen. Stead-|s
man -Ball (R-Atchxson) chair-
man of the Sepate judiciary

i committee, and expressed great

oppesition te the bill, Others'\’
who signed {the report were Sen.
Normaa E. Gaar (R-Westwood),
Sen, George D. Bell (D-Kansas
City, Kansas), Sen. Jack Steine-
s,f.':l (D-Kansas City, Kansas),
n. Elwaine F. Pomeroy (R-To-
pelm) and Sen. Harold Herd (D-
Coldwater), - ;
In commenting on his veto oi
the electior commissioner bill,

reform measure.”’
“S. B. 63 is a step backward
and has been recently described ¢

asure. .’

a"

that the G. O.P.willbeableto

commissioners bill, N\

i

!L‘I

in an editorial as political legis- 'iéé :
lation at its worst,” the governor [ ER
said. SR

‘Docking said the bill was nof #5 §§§
initiated or requested by Mrs. }Ag’gi}‘!
Elwill Shanahan, a Republican, L“ Rods
secretary of state, or any of the 3 & &4
election commissioners in thet 2 S
four big counties, “‘but was orig- U.;:‘r',
inated in the partxsan minds of ak 353
handful of Republican state sen- Eimowis



+. TACHMENT #4

COMMENTS ON SENATE BILL 29

The policy decision made by the Legislature in 1949 was to make the
election officials in Johnson, Wyandotte, Shawnee and Sedgwick
appointive and full time. In 1969 the legislature reaffirmed its
committment to these positions by retaining the appointive nature
of the job, but by making the Secretary of State the appointing
authority. There is a large and dramatic difference between the
role of the Secretary of State, the County Clerks and the Election

Commissioners.

For example, the role of the Johnson County Election Commissioner
in dealing with 19 cities and over 84 elections in the last two
years is far different than the problems of Stanton County which
does not have either a second or first class city. The Sedgwick
County Election Commissioner in 1980 and 1982 administered over

138 elections.

No problem or incident has been brought to the attention of the
Secretary of State which would have been cured by making these

positions elective.

There are two questions which must be addressed when considering

SB 29.

1. What specific actions or problems have occurred in
Sedgwick, Johnson, Wyandotte and Shawnee Counties

that are disagreeable? and

ALk



2. Would the election as opposed to the appointment
of the election commissioner change the outcome of

that problem?

The election commissioners have been appointed for over 32 years.
In considering this bill, I would remind the committee of the

famous adage: "If it ain't broke, don't fix it."





