Approved April 4, 1983
Date

MINUTES OF THE _SENATE  COMMITTEE ON __ PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

The meeting was called to order by Senator Jan Meyers at
Chairperson

_NOOn  wmisgxm. on March 29 1983 in room _226=S __ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Senators Bogina, Chaney, Francisco, and Roitz - all excused
Committee staff present:

Emalene Correll, Legislative Research Department

Norman Furse, Revisor of Statutes office

Bill Wolff, Legislative Research Department
Conferees appearing before the committee:

Dr. Robert Harder, SRS

Others present: see attached list

Senator Meyers called the meeting to order and asked for discussion
and action on all other bills still in committee.
HB 2503 ~ Mental Health Technicians, disciplinary actions, reports

Senator Fhrlich moved that HB 2503 be reported favorably. Senator
Vidricksen seconded the moticon and it carried.

HB 2092 - Illegal acquisition and disposition of welfare assistance

Norman Furse, Revisor of Statutes office, proposed two technical
changes in HB 2092.

Senator Johnston moved that the amendments proposed by Mr. Furse be
adopted. Senator Ehrlich seconded the motion and it carried.

There was discussion concerning federal vs. state prosecution of
welfare fraud. The committee asked Dr. Robert Harder, SRS, to comment
on this, and he stated that the Department of Agriculture has wanted
the kind of language that is in this bill. This is directly related
to the food stamp program, and SRS is expected to do all of the
preliminary work.

Senator Johnston moved that HB 2092 be reported favorably, as amended.
Senator Ehrlich seconded the motion and it carried.

HB 2099 -~ Removes SRS from adoption procedures under 59-2278

Dr. Robert Harder distributed an amendment to HB 2099, which allows
the court to use SRS for social assessments if private social workers
are not available. (Attachment #1).

Senator Johnston moved that the amendments proposed by Dr. Harder be
adopted. Senator Vidricksen seconded the motion and it carried.

Senator Johnston moved that HB 2099 be reported favorably, as amended.
Senator Vidricksen seconded the motion and it carried.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 1

editing or corrections. Page — Of _..2___




CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

room 226-S5  Statehouse, at _NOON _ xwxExn. on March 29 19_83

HB 2337 - Counties, operation of home for the aged

Senator Hayvden moved that HB 2337 be reported favorably. Senator
Johnston seconded the motion and it carried.

HB 2108 - relating to dentures; requiring identifying marks thereon

Senator Johnston moved that HB 2108 be reported favorably. Senator
Hayden seconded the motion and it carried.

HCR 5023 - relating to health and safety problems of alcohol consumption

Senator Morris moved that evervthing after the word "therein" in line
75, up to the word "As" in line 78, be stricken. Senator Hayvden seconded
the motion and it carried.

Senator Morris moved that the word "portion'" be inserted for the word
"shot" in line 26. Senator Johnston seconded the motion and it carried.

Senator Vidricksen moved that HCR 5023 be approved. Senator Ehrlich
seconded the motion.

Senator Morris made a substitute motion that the committee adjourn.
Senator Gordon seconded the motion and it carried.

The meeting was adjourned.

Page 2 of _2



SENATE

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

DATE__ T =27 &3 - e

(PLEASE PRINT)
NAME AND ADDRESS

ORGANIZATION

/\MQ;‘/& ;5% ;{% 20 Tl /ST3G Sy s6 /é\

éf/@f&‘\é&'

/. s
rit zQMwwmﬁ#

STnchent

. VA
//\/(ff G VoLl & RLE,

£ 0ok

¥

-~

Y

K
ks
S

X o
™
e

.

Hosp  Assoc .
1
g

”QS a‘;'\




STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

MEMORANDUM

FROM: Robert C. Harder DATE : 24 March 1983

TO Senator Jan Meyers, Chairperson SUBJECT: House Bill 2099
Senator Roy Ehrlich

Senator Gus Bogina

Senator Bert Chaney

Senator James L. Francisco

Senator E. Francis Gordon

Senator Leroy A. Hayden

Senator Mike Johnston

Senator Bill Morris

Senator Edward J. Roitz

Senator Ben A. Vidricksen

.

The purpose of this memorandum is to reiterate my support of this bill which
revises K.S.A. 1982 Supp. 59-2278 to remove the requirement that Secretary of
SRS be notified of all adoption petitions filed in Kansas courts and make
recommendations to the court on all such adoptions.

Kansas courts have utilized the expertise and flexibility of SRS social
service staff to assess and prepare reports for the court on approximately 750
non-agency adoptions and private agency adoptions per year. SRS has lost 78
social worker field positions. due to budgetary constraints over the last
three years, thus we feel it is necessary to suggest alternate sources in the
community to provide adoption assessments for non-SRS adoptions.

It costs SRS approximately 6,000 social service hours to conduct such
non-agency and private assessments annually. The assessments involve several
home visits, including both individual and group interviews with the proposed
adoptive parents and other members of the family, as well as preparation of a
written report for the court. It is believed that such services would be
purchased from individual licensed social workers or private agencies by the
family wishing to adopt. This would free existing staff for other duties,
such as assessing adoptive families wishing to adopt children for whom SRS has
service responsibility.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT (attached):

Due to the concern veociced by several judges and legislators as to the
availability of private licensed social workers in their communities, SRS is
proposing to amend House Bill 2092 by inserting the following language: "If
there is no licensed social worker available to make the social assessment and
report to the court, the court may use the Department of Social =znd
Rehabilitation Services for that purpose. The costs for making tie social
assessment and report may be assessed as court costs in the case as provided
in article 20 of chapter 60 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and amendments
thereto."

We believe this amendment which allows the court to use SRS for social

assessments if private social workers are not available will alleviate the

concerns voiced by conferees. ﬁf/ /
=
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Session of 1983

HOUSE BILL No. 2099
By Committee on Public Health and Welfare
" (By request)
1-25

AN ACT concerning adoption; relating to procedures therefor;
amending K.S.A. 1982 Supp. 59-2278 and repealing the exist-
ing section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S.A. 1982 Supp. 59-2278 is hereby amended to
read as follows: 59-2278. (a) The written consents to adoption
which are required by K.S.A. 59-2102 and amendments thereto
shall be filed with the petition for adoption. Upon the filing of
the petition the court shall fix the time and place for the hearing
thereon. The time fixed for the hearing may be any time not more
than 60 days from the date the petition is filed if (1) consents and
waivers of notice of each living parent are filed, (2) no notiee to
the court does not request an investigation by the seeretary of
seeial and rehabilitation serviees require the petitioner to obtain
an assessment by a person licensed to practice social work in
Kansas to determine the advisability of the adoption and {4) (3)
there are no interested parties other than the petitioner and the
consenting parties. In all other cases, the time fixed by the court
shall be not less than 30 days or more than 60 days from the date
of the filing of the petition. The time fixed for the hearing may be
extended by the court for cause.

(b) Notice of the hearing shall be given to all interested .
parties; ineluding the seeretary of soeial and rehabilitation ser-
viees in these eases where the petitioner is net a stepparent,
Pending the hearing the court may make an appropriate order for
the care and custody of the child.

() Promptly upon the filing of the petition by a petitioner
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HB 2099
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who is not a stepparent, the eeurt shall; and if the petitioner is a
steppatent the court may; send to the seeretary of seeial and
rehabilitation serviees a eopy of the petition and of the eonsents:
Upen reeeiving sueh eopy; the seeretary of seeial and rehabilita-
tien serviees; without eost to the natural parents or to require the
petitioner; shall make an investigation to obtain an assessmentlof
the advisability of the adoption aﬁéLI a reportlthe seeretary-s

by a court designated social worker licensed
to practice social work in Kansas

delete

/

findings end feeemmeﬁé&henﬂl which is-to-be-submitted tolthe '\

court not less than 10 days before the hearing on the petition./In
making the investigation assessment, the seeretary of seeial and

+and file a report of such assessment with

rehabilitation serviees licensed social worker/is authorized to
observe the child and to contact the agency or individuals con-
senting to the adoption and obtain any voluntarily given genetic
information about the child. This information shall be made a
part of the report to the court. I requested by the eourt; the
seeretary may inquire whether the eensents to the adeption were
freely and voluntarily made: The seeretary’s The licensed social

worker’s report/to the court shall include the results of investiga-
tion of the adopting parents, their home and their ability to care
for the child.

(d) Upon the hearing of the petition, the court shall consider
the report of the seeretary of soeinl and rehabilitation serviees;
together with/all ether evidence offered by any interested party. If
the court is of the opinion that the adoption should be made, it
shall make a final order of adoption and shall deliver the child to
the petitioner, if that has not already been done. In any event, the

costs of the adoption proceedings; ether than these eaused by the

If there is no licensed social worker avail-
able to make the social assessment and report
to the court, the court may use the department
of social and rehabilitation services for that
purpose. The costs for making the social
assessment and report may be assessed as court
costs in the case as provided in article 20

of chapter 60 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated,
and amendments thereto.

or the department of social and rehabilitation
services

seeretary of soeial and rehabilitation serviees; shall be paid by the
petitioner. ‘

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 1982 Supp. 59-2278 is hereby repealed.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its publication in the statute book.

or the report of the department of social and
rehabilitation services .

the social assessment and




REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
MR. PRESIDENT:
Your Cohmittee on Public Health and welfare
Recommends that House Bill No. 2503

“AN ACT concerning mental health technicians; relating to reports
of actions thereof which are grounds for disciplinary
actions amending K.S.A. 65-4210 and repealing the existing
section.®

Be passed.

Chairperson
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

MR. PRESIDENT:
Your Commlttee on Public Health and Welfare

Recommends that House Bill No. 2092 (As Amended by House
Commi ttee)

YAN ACT relating to social and rehabilitation servicess
concerning the 1illegal acquisition or disposition of
assistances; prescribing criminal penalties therefor;
amending K.S.A. 39-717 and repealing the existing section.*®

Be amendeds:

On page 1, in 1line 26, by inserting a colon after "not";
also in line[26, by striking "be* and inserting in 1lieu thereof
"(a) Be"; in line 28, by striking all after “services"; in line
29, by striking all before  “knowingly* and insertinév_in lieu
thereof #; or (b)"; in line 33, by striking *statutory law" and

inserting in lieu thereof “laws";

And the bill be passed as amended.

_Chairperson
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
MR. PRESIDENT:
Your Committee on Public Healtn and Welfare
Recommends that House Bill No. 2099

"AN ACT concerning adoption; relating to procedures therefors;
amending KeS.A. 1982 Supp. 59-2278 and repealing the
existing section.” : ,

Be amended:

On page 2, in 1line 51, by inserting before "“of" the
following: "by a court designated social worker licensed to
practice social work in Kansas"; in line 52, by ‘striking Ha
report®s in 1line 53, by striking all before “the" and inserting
in lieu thereof the following: “and file a report of such
assessment with*; in line 54, by inserting before "In" the
followings: “If there is no licensed social worker available to
make the social assessment and report to the court, the court may
use the department of social and rehabilitation services for that
purpose. The costs for making the social assessmeht and1réport
may be assessed as court costs in the case-as provided in‘article
20 of chapter 60 of the Kansas Statutes Annotaﬁed and ~acts
amendatory of the provisions thereof or suppleméntal thereto.“$
in line 56, by inserting before "is" the following: Yor the.
department of social and rehabilitation servicesP; in line 63, by
inserting before “to“ the followings #érrﬂthelreport of the
department of social and rehabilitatidn‘seryiceS";tin'line 68, by
inserting before "all“ the followings “thé~>$oéial‘;asseSSMent

and*;
And the bill be passed as amended.

Chairperson




REPORTS Or STANDING COMMITTEES
AHe PRESIDENT ¢
Your Committee on Puplic Health and .welfare

Recommends that House Bill No. 2337 (As Amended by House
Commi ttee)

"AN ACT relating to homes for the ageds concerning the operation
thereof; amending K.S.A. 19-211u and repealing the existing
section.”

8e passed.

Chairperson




REPORTsS OF STANDING COMMITIEES

MR. PRESIDENTs3

Your Committee on Public Health and Welfare

Recommends that House Bill No. 21u8

AN ACT relating to dentures; requiring identifying marks
thereon.®

Be passed.

Chairperson






