Approved February 11, 1985

Date
MINUTES OF THE __HOUSE _ COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
The meeting was called to order by Representative Don Crumbaker at
Chairperson
3:30  %%%./p.m. on February 6 19.85in room _519=S _ of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Representative Kline who was excused.

Committee staff present:

Ben Barrett, Legislative Research Department
Avis Swartzman, Revisor of Statutes' Office
Dale Dennis, State Department of Education
Judy Crapser, Secretary to the Committee

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Representative David Louis

Austin Vincent, resident of Topeka

Kathleen White, State Board of Education

Dr. Douglas Iliff, resident of Topeka

Joe Gould, Superintendent of Christian School in Syracuse
Rick Wolters, resident of Hugoton

Marti Ahlman, resident of Newton

Dr. R. J. Tippin, resident of Hillsboro

Connie Jost, resident of Hillsboro

Bruce Gass, President of Teaching Parents Association

Troy Finlay, resident of Kendall

Larry Finlay, resident of Kendall

Thomas Bunn, resident of Spring Valley Township

Kerry Hookstra, SonFlower Christian School in Scott City
Kip Hookstra, resident of Scott City, son of Kerry Hookstra
Larry Yeager, resident of Wichita

Gary Oakes, resident of Overland Park

Bill Peycke, resident of Roeland Park

Sally Buxton, resident of Wichita

Mike Rhoades, resident of Emporia

Betty Jones, Eagle Forum

Joan Strickler, State Advisory Council for Special Education
Kevin Werick, representing Pottawatomie and Wabaunsee County individuals
Bonnie Sawyer, Kansans for Alternative Education

The Chairman opened the hearing for proponents of HB 2008 - Re Proposal No. 17, HB 2080 -
by Representative Hassler, and HB 2178 - by Representative Louils.

The Committee was presented with a copy of the fiscal note on HB 2008. (ATTACHMENT 1)

Representative David Louis presented HB 2178, allowing for home instruction. He stated
that in his conversations with the numerous parents desiring home instruction, they have
told him they would like a broader spectrum to choose from other than a public school and
at this time home instruction has a vague status legally. That is why he has introduced
this legislation. Stating to the Committee that he would be available to them for any
questions they may have, he turned to Austin Vencent to complete the presentation.

Austin Vincent, a resident of Topeka, presented the Committee with a comparison of the
three bills, HB 2008, HB 2080 and HB 2178. (ATTACHMENT 2) He added that the Committee
might want to refer to testimony given to the interim committee from Dr. Raymond Moore,

an expert in the field of home instruction. He further added that he would also be avail-
able to any Committee member to answer questions at their convenience.

Kathleen White, State Board of Education, testified in support of the home school concept.
(ATTACHMENT 3)

Dr. Douglas Iliff, resident of Topeka, testified in support of HB 2178 and in opposition
to HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 4)

Joe Gould, Superintendent of Christian School in Syracuse, testified in support of home
schooling but in opposition of HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENTS 5, 6 & 7)

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for
editing or corrections. Page
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CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE _HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

room 319=5__ Statehouse, at _3:30___ gww/p.m. on February 6 19.85

Richard Wolters, resident of Hugoton, testified in opposition to HB 2008 and HB 2080, but
in support of HB 2178. (ATTACHMENT 8)

Marti Ahlman, resident of Newton, testified in support of HB 2178 and in opposition of
HB 2008 and HB 2080 on behalf of herself and her family. (ATTACHMENT 9)

Dr. R. J. Tippin, resident of Hillsboro, testified on behalf of his family in support of
HB 2008 with amendment. (ATTACHMENT 10) He added that they would be in support of HB 2178.

Connie Jost, resident of Hillsboro, testified on behalf of herself and her family in support
of home schooling, preferably HB 2178. (ATTACHMENT 11)

Bruce Gass, Presidetn of Teaching Parents Association, testified in support of HB 2178
and with changes to HB 2080 or HB 2008 if they are the bills that the Committee would
rather consider. (ATTACHMENT 12)

Troy Finlay, resident of Kendall, testified in support of home schooling, with amendments
to HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 13) He added that he and his family would be in support
of HB 2178.

Larry Finlay, resident of Kendall, testified in support of home schooling by echoing the
previous conferees.

Thomas Bunn, resident of Spring Valley Township, testified on behalf of himself and his
family in support of home schooling. (ATTACHMENT 14)

Kerry Hookstra, SonFlower Christian School in Scott City, testified in support of home
schooling but in opposition of HB 2080 and HB 2008. (ATTACHMENT 15)

Kip Hookstra, son of Kerry Hookstra, shared the comments of his father by closing their
statement. (ATTACHMENT 15)

Larry Yeager, resident of Wichita, testified in support of HB 2178 and in opposition of
HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 16)

Gary Oakes, resident of Overland Park, testified in support of HB 2178 and in opposition
to HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 17)

Bill Peycke, resident of Roeland Park, testified in support of home schooling but with
amendments to HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 18) He added that he would be in support
of HB 2178.

Sally Buxton, resident of Wichita, testified in support of HB 2178. (ATTACHMENT 19)

Mike Rhoades, residetn of Emporia, testified in support of HB 2178 and the home schooling
concept by stating that the best instruction has always been a one-on-one basis. He added
that parents rights should also be considered.

Betty Jones, Eagle Forum, testified in support of home schooling but in opposition of
HB 2008 and HB 2080. (ATTACHMENT 20)

Joan Strickler, State Advisory Council for Special Education, testified that if HB 2008 and
HB 2080 be passed, they request exemptions for exceptional children. (ATTACHMENT 21)

Kevin Werick, representing Pottawatomie and Wabaunsee County individuals, testified in
support of HB 2178 and the home schooling concept. He added that they oppose HB 2008 and
HB 2080 because the present system has been functioning well for the non-accredited private
schools and if something is not broken, don't try to fix it. (ATTACHMENT 22)

Bonnie Sawyer, Kansans for Alternative Education, testified in support of HB 2178. (ATTACH-
MENT 23)

The Chairman closed the haring for proponents by commending the conferees on their adherence
to the time limits imposed. The meeting was adjourned at 4:59 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be February 7, 1985 at 3:30 p.m. in Room 519-S.
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43 2008
~Fiscal Note ' Bill No.
1985 Session
February 5, 1985

The Honorable Don Crumbaker, Chairperson
Committee on Education

House of Representatives

Third Floor, Statehouse

Dear Representative Crumbaker:

SUBJECT:  Piscal Note for House Bill No. 2008 by Special
Committee on Education '

In accordance with K.S.A. 75-3715a, the following fiscal
note concerning House Bill No. 2008 is respectfully submitted to
your committee.

House Bill No. 2008 amends existing state law relating to
compulsory attendance of children at schools. The bill would
provide for an option of home schools as an alternative to
public schools. The bill includes provisions regarding
attendance, instruction, and registration for home schools. 1In
addition, the bill would require that students participating in
a home school program demonstrate educational achievement by
participating in minimum competency testing as directed by the
Department of Education.

The passage of House Bill No. 2008 could reduce enrollment
in local school districts. Sufficent information is not
available at this time to allow reliable estimates of the
related fiscal implications on state aid, but the Department of
Education anticipates the impact would be minimal.

The bill would require that approximately 2,480 students
currently attending private non-accredited schools take the
State Board of Education's minimum competency assessment test.
The Department of Education estimates that the examination cost
for these students would be approximately $1,860 This cost
would increase by $.75 for each additional student attending a
private or home school as a result of passage of this act. 1In
addition, there would be additional fiscal impact on local
school boards in providing consultant services to private
non-accredited schools or home school students who failed the
minimun competency testing as required in the bill.

Any expenditures or savings resulting from the passage of
House Bill No. 2008 will be in addition to provisions of the
1986 Governor's Budget Report.

C:aﬁ%ﬁgéﬁ//7%f;§¢%222¢f

Alden K. Shields

Director of the Budget
AKS:REK:d]

TTACHMENT 1 2-6-85 -
- 5 House Education Committee



L.

COMPARISON OF HB 2008, HB 2178, AND HB 2080

Prepared by
Austin K. Vincent
2/5/85

HB 2080-Hassler

Sec.#‘|HB 2008-Committee Sec.#|HB 2178-Louis by request Sec.#
L
1 Amends 72-1111 1 Leaves UPS an an option co~equal with 1 Same as 2008 @
Removes unaccredited private accredited schools. Makes HIP an 3
schools (UPS) as option for exemption. May be taught by parent har
compliance with compulsory or competent teacher under super- E
attendance. Makes attendance vision of parent. AR
at UPS and participation in a & o
home instruction program (HIP) &8
an exemption to compulsory b
attendance which may be with- g
drawn for any noncompliance =
(see New Sec. 3(e) and Sec. 5 o
(d)). HIP students taught by 4
parent only. ~
=
2 Technical amendments only. 2 Same as 2008 2 Same as 2008 é
fay
4 3(a) Requires UPS and HIP students 3(a)|Applies only to HIP students. Re- 3(a)|Same as 2008 2
to attend for substantially quires 1080 hours in 12 months, E
equivalent period of time, |standardized achievement test yearly, <
take minimum competency progress as determined by state I
assessment (MCA) and demonstrat¢ board.
eduational progress as deter-
mined by local school board.
3(b) Requires parents of UPS and 3(b) |Requires parents of HIP students to (b) (1)Requires parents of HIP students

HIP students to notify state
board of existence and any-
thing else state board may
require.

notify of existence, etc. All
information required is listed.

(not UPS) to register with the
local school board all informa-
tion required in 2008, plus any
other information the local
board requires and file a copy
of the curriculum and list of
learning activities with the
local board.



2008 2178 2080
(c) HIP only in child's home for (c)| HIP in child's home only, except (b)(2) Same as 2008(c).
substantially equivalent period for special instruction and
of time. classes at a non-public school.

b) (3)

(4) Local board appoints a
certificated person to over-
see the HIP and visit the
home annually.

b) (3)

(B) Local board provides MCA
for all HIP students.

c¢) (1) | Requires parents of UPS
students to notify state
board.

c)(2) | State board provides for
MCA of all UPS students.

(a) UPS and HIP take MCA. If faill| (d) HIP takes standardized achievement (d) If HIP or UPS student is 6
first time, must consult with test annually at parent's expense. months behind "grade level
local district. If fail Option for private testing by approved expectancy' as determined by
second time, local district independent person. State board shall MCA, must counsel and consult
may determine insufficient consider achievement test results and with certificated employee of
progress and report to SRS as other information supplied by parents. local district. If second
truant. Exemption is removed If fail second time and state board _ MCA shows child is 12 months
and must enroll in an accred- finds lack of progress, after consider- behind, exemption is with-
ited school. ing all tests and information, child drawn regardless of any other

must attend an UPS or an accredited factors. MCA is sole
school. Reinstatement requires state determiner.
board approval.

(e) Failure to comply with any (e) | Applies only to HIP student. (e) Same as 2008.

provision removes exemption
for UPS and HIP student.




2008 2178 2080
(£) State board empowered to adopt (f) Same as 2008
rules and regulations for Sec. 3
4 Technical change only. 4 Same as 2008.
5 Requires UPS to register name, No provision. UPS continues to register 5 Same as 2008.
address, grades, and number, under current 72-53,101.
name and age of students and
anything else state board wants.
Deletes remainder of present
72-53,101. State board adopts
rules and regulations.
6 Removes '"innocent purpose" No provision. 72-53,102 remains un- 6 |Same as 2008.
clause of 72-53,102 and adds changed.
remainder of 72-53,101 which
was deleted in Sec. 5.
7. |Amends School District
Equalization Act so that
each HIP student counts as
one pupil.
7 Technical correction only. 4 Same as 2008 Same as 2008.
8 Technical amendment to child 5 WApplies only to school children, as Same as 2008.
labor law. Prohibits certain public school hours are irrelevent to
chores during school hours for HIP students.
all school and HIP students.
9 Technical correction to '"child 6 | Same.as 2008. 10 |Same as 2008
in need of care'" statute.




Kansas State Department of FEducation

Kansas State Education Building
120 East 10th Street Topeka, Kansas 66612

February 6, 1985

TO: House Education Committee
FROM: Kathleen White, State Board of Education

SUBJECT: Home Schooling

My name is Kathleen White, a member of the State Board from Shawnee Mission.
The State Board of Education recently adopted the following resolution.

The State Board of Education recommend the acknowledgement of home
schooling as an option in complying with the Kansas compulsory
attendance requirement and that regulations pertaining to home
schooling not exceed those currently imposed on private, denominational,
and parochial schools under K.S.A. 72-1111 as amended. These
requirements inelude the following: (a) The school must be taught by a
competent instructor, (b) The school must be in session for a period of
time which is substantially equivalent to the time public school is
maintained in the school distriet in which the school is located (180 days
or 1,080 hours and six-hour days, as provided by K.S.A. 1984 Supp. 72-
1106). Home schools should be required to register with the State Board
of Education. Further, that home instruction is an option only to the
children who reside in the home and, further, to the private residence of
such children and their parents (or guardians).

ATTACHMENT 3 2-6-85
House Education Committee

L

An Equal Employment/Educational Opportunity Agency



Testimony of Douglas ITiff, M.D., before House Education Committee

February 6, 1985

irs:

My name is Doug I1iff, I am a physician in the emergency room at Stormont-
Vail Regional Medical Center, and I Tive in Topeka. I am speaking as a private
citizen, but drawing on five years of experience as president of the board of
directors of Cair Paravel School, Inc., a private, unaccredited, independent,
non-denominational Christian school in Topeka.

My testimony today will support House Bill No. 2178, and oppose House Bills
2008 and 2080.

When I spoke before the interim committee this summer as they were
considering the home schooling issue, I commended to their consideration a wise
and balanced document written by an advisory panel to the Governor of Nebraska
in the wake of the embarrassing brouhaha between a private school and state
officials. The panel recognized both the right of private citizens to supervise
the education of their children, and the responsibility of the state to guarantee
an educated populace. They concluded that the best way to reconcile these two
perspectives was to test the competency of students in unaccredited private
schools without attempting to regulate those schools (as to teacher licensure,
curriculum, etc.). I still think, in general, that this is a sound conclusion.

The primary focus of the three bills under consideration is to bring the
issue of home schooling out of the shadow-lands, legally and legislatively. This
is also wise. To ignore the issue would be to court chaos, because many parents
currently favor this option. In my experience, they are far better than average
parents, and you have 1ittle to fear by facing the issue squarely.

Although all three bills legitimatize and regulate home schooling, the two
bills I oppose (2008 and. 2080) in one way or another drag unaccredited private
schools into the regulations in a way I find unacceptable. Both bills deprive
unaccredited private schools of their status as an option for compliance with
the compulsory attendance statute;. instead, we would become (with home schoolers)
an exemption to compulsory attendance which could be withdrawn for any noncompliance.

Should you offer to deprive me of my American citizenship, but promise me
an exemption from deportation so long as I behaved myself, you would certainly
not expect me to be grateful. I am. not grateful for the treatment accorded us
by 2008 and 2080.

Let me share with you some figures which may illuminate several points (see
attachment A). These are the composite percentiles for every Cair Paravel student,
plus a handful of home schoolers, on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills which was
administered a few months ago.

Look at the scores for the fourth grade. This class is of particular interest
to us because many of them were members of our first kindergarten class five years
ago, and so are our most representative students. Most of the fifth through eighth
graders, by contrast, have only been with us one to three years, after beginning

their education in the public schools.
ATTACHMENT 4 2-6-85

Seventh and Cl?}’, Topeka, Kansas 6660¢ House Education Committee
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The first thing to notice is how high the scores are--two-thirds are above
the 95th percentile, despite the fact that we have never turned away a student
because of academic or mental deficiencies. You might imagine how irritating it
- could be to troop up to the Capitol once or twice a year to oppose legislation
seeking to put Cair Paravel under the enlightened leadership of educational
bureaucrats; nevertheless, I am not irritated. This is my chance to learn about
humility and representative democracy in action.

Let me draw your attention to the student at the 50th percentile. You will
notice that he is far behind the rest of the class, although average by national -~
standards. But this is a wonderful boy. He is cheerful, gentle, hard-working,
and unversally Toved by his classmates.

He has been with us four years now, and with tutoring his scores have
steadily improved. He still isn't a good reader, but he is now average. However,
if H.B. 2080 had been the law of the state four years ago, he would be back in
public schools by now. He would have been more than 6 months behind his grade
level the first year he was tested; and he would have been more than 12 months
behind (though improving) the second year. Now my question: do any of you seriously
think this boy would have been better off in the public schools? If so, you
will be happy with H.B..  2080; and unaccredited private schools will lose the
opportunity to be of real service in the education of below-average students.

We will become what we are unjustly accused of being now--schools for the elite
of society.

Please, Tet's use common sense. Suppose you were paying $1300 per year
per student to receijve a service everyone else on the block got for free. Do
you think you would be more than normally aware of how well your child was
progressing? Of course you would! Private schools have always been blessed with
involved parents. And involved parents are the best accrediting agency known
to man. If we don't provide a good service, they will take their business
elsewhere, and Cair Paravel will cease to exist. That's called the free market.
Public schools could probably use a good dose of it; but that's not my point.
We don't need supervision from the state because we're being supervised by
70 sets of bureaucrats every day of the school year.

To repeat the advice I've given this committee before: If it ain't broke,
don't fix it. There is an educational system in this state that needs fixin’,
but it ain't us. I could make a number of suggestions toward that end, but I
haven't been asked.

If you absolutely cannot sleep at night without seeing test scores from
unaccredited schools, at Teast Tet us turn in scores from a test worth taking--
like the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, which every student at Cair Paravel takes
every year, or the Stanford Achievement Test. These tests are nationally
validated, and give us a host of diagnostic and prescriptive advice (see attachment
B). The state minimum competency test won't tell us a thing we don't already
know from the Iowa Basics, and will waste another day of class time. But to
repeat: the best idea is to leave well enough alone, and concentrate your
reforming efforts on the system that needs it.

I support H.B. 2178 because it deals well with the issue of home schooling
without changing the present status of unaccredited private schools.

Thank you for your patience.



MEMORANDUM

To: Cair Paravel Teachers

From: DI

Date: December 15, 1984

Subject: Results of Iowa Test of Basic Skills

Tom just gave me the composite percentile scores (listed below by grade level)
for the Iowa Basics taken at the end of October.

Those of you who have been with Cair Paravel more than a year know that the board
has always de-emphasized standardized test results for two reasons: first, because
"teaching for tests" may ruin their usefulness as diagnostic tools (remember the
charges a couple of years ago that USD 501 teachers were pressured to produce higher
test scores for propaganda purposes); and second, because we haven't wanted to tempt
you to slight the many areas of the curriculum which are not tested by the Iowa Basics.
This policy will not change.

However, as I have watched the already-high scores of Cair Paravel students
rise from grade to grade, to the point where they now average two grade levels above
national norms, I think a muted word of congratulations are in order.

We ask an awful Tot of you folks. You are underpaid, and without a drastic rise
in tuition you always will be. We ask you to think in new categories, and to
experiment with unfamiliar methods. Not only do we want you to teach the "basics,"
but throw in the scheduling disruptions of Latin, music, art, athletics, and private
music lessons during the school day as well, plus the many special concerts and
celebrations. Most important, we ask you to be shepherds of the souls and characters
of your students.

Given all that, we would gratefully accept less-than-spectacular achievement on
standardized tests, in confidence that well-balanced, godly students will show their
achievement over the long term. But to get the performance summarized below--well,
your work is above and beyond the call of duty. We're on the right track, and if
Cair Paravel Teads a revolution in Christian education, we will have you to thank.

K 1st 2nd  3rd  4th  5th  6th  7th  Bth
97 97 97 98 99 99 97 98 96
97 46 9749 gg 9 99 89 93 . 97 88
96 46 9549 gg 96 99 86 62 95 61
96 46 9417 o4 96 99 82 92

95 46 g 94 96 97 = 74 66

93 38 g9 91 95 97 72 64

93 38 9o 91 92 97 72

93 38 79 91 71 97 50

93 22 75 89 40 96 33

91 6 75 87 96

91 70 87 96

91 70 81 95

89 70 71 92

89 70 71 91

89 60 50 85

83 60 45 83

76 60 45 79

72 54 27 79

72 54 13 50

61 54

g9 54 Seventh and Clay, Topeka, Kansas 66606 Phone: 913-282-3878
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ISSUES IN EDUCATION

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE

February, 1985 Douglas ITiff, M.D., Editor Volume II, Number 2

THE PURPOSE OF A CAIR PARAVEL EDUCATION

On March 14, 1948, Douglas Hyde tendered his resignation as the news editor
of the London Daily Worker, ending twenty years as a member of the Communist Party.
A week later, in a written statement, Hyde announced that he had renounced Communism
and was joining the Roman Catholic Church.

In Dedication and Leadership (University of Notre Dame Press, 1966), which was
originally a series of Tectures on the goals and-methods of Communism, Hyde graphically
demonstrates the reasons why Communists now control a third of the world's population.
His purpose is clear: he wants to inspire the church to the same level of dedication.
Anti-communism is not the answer. Pro-christianity is. Unfortunately, Christians
have been nowhere near as faithful to a 1iving Savior:as Communists have been to an
abstract, and increasingly discredited, ideal.

Hyde's basic points are simple: all human beings possess a desire (sometimes
deeply buried) to give their 1ives for a worthy cause; if that cause is presented
clearly and forcefully, some people will join the cause; real dedication to the cause
is more Tikely if a large sacrifice is required (of time, money, reputation, etc.),
rather than a small one; almost all men can become leaders, if given training and
real responsibility in carefully graded steps; the best witness for the cause is to
be the best worker in whatever field one is. trained; and workers must be alert to
turn every conversation into an opportunity to witness for the cause. In this way,

a tiny minority can effectively control the majority of leaderless, apathetic, and
unenlightend citizens. Some representative quotes:

"When I Teft Communism after twenty years in the Party, I knew its evils. But
I also believed that the Communists were right in some important respects. For
example, when they said that there is a great battle going on all over the world
which in the final analysis is a struggle for men's hearts, minds, and souls."

"If the majority of members of an organization are half-hearted and largely
inactive, then it is not surprising if others who join it soon conform to the
general pattern. . . . If, on the other hand, the majority of members, from the
Teaders down, are characterized by their single-minded devotion to the cause, if
it is quite clear that the majority are giving till it hurts, putting their time,
money, thought, and if necessary Tife itself at its disposal, then those who consider
joining will assume that this is what will be expected of them. If they nonetheless
‘make the decision to join, they will come already conditioned to sacrifice till it hurts."

"In theory, at least, the Christian should be relating his Christianity to his
whole Tlife and to the world about him, all the time, everywhere. Yet in practice,
- - . a Communist may be the first totally dedicated person he has met. Or, if that
is putting it too harshly, the Communist may be the first dedicated person he has met
who is not wrapped up in his own salvation but is devoting himself to the transformation
of society and to changing the world."
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"The tutor is not simply asking his pupils to go into battle, he is quite
obviously involved in it himself. The examples he uses, the anecdotes he tells,
are not taken from books. They come direct from_his own experience, from his contact
with people and from the workaday world. The demand for total commitment implicit
in the tutor's words is made acceptable by the. knowledge that the tutor is himself
totally committed. If he is so obviously dedicated he has the right to present the
world in terms which emphasize the need for dedication."

"Each person being instructed must be made to feel that, no matter how theoretical
the subject, what he is being taught is meaningful to him in his Tife and meaningful
to the world and times in which he lives. The tutor sees his job as not simply that
of pumping so much information into the heads of so many people but rather that of
giving them instruction which will Tead almost automatically on to action."

"Communists, if they are worthy of the name at all, are always active.'

"Party members are sent into action and they go knowing that their superiors
believe in them.- The leaders send the rank and file into.campaigns expecting that
they will make mistakes, which of course they do. But they teach them how to learn
from those mistakes. . . . If you never say a word on behalf of your beliefs, if you
never do anything, you are never going to be guilty of heresy--except that the total
failure to do anything about your beliefs seems to me almost to constitute a heresy
in itself. .. Perhaps it is one of the greatest and most deadly heresies of our time."

"If the Communist, therefore, has a reason to want to spread his Communism, so,
too, has the Christian. The Christian will do well to take a leaf out of the
Communist book and to recognise that noth1ng is gained by squandering our human
material or letting it go to waste, as is so often the case today. Everything is
to be gained by using it well. If one really is setting out to do a job, then it is
only commonsense to make it as effective as possible. If you believe that, say, public
opinion needs to be rescued from present trends, then there is every reason why also
you should try to make the Christian impact upon it as great as possible.”

"The Communists are not interested in producing leaders as such. It is Communist
leaders they want. Men who will Tead for the cause, not just for themselves. The
same surely goes for Christians, too. Our public and professional Tife is full of
people who are leaders who are also Christians. The purpose of Christian leadership
training is not just to help ambitious men to the top, or to make 1ittle men who have
done leadership courses feel bigger than they really are. Still Tess is it to produce
fuhrers, either large or small. It has much more to do with the making of integrated
people--ones who understand what they believe, are deeply dedicated to it, and who
try unceas1ng1y to relate their beliefs to every facet of their own lives and to the
society in which they Tive.”

Comment: How's that for a challenge! The church has a long way to go-—-that goes
without saying. But let's look on the positive side. Mr. Hyde was speaking to
Christians, in 1966, who in almost every aspect of their lives had divorced faith
from reality. They were, to use the metaphor of his last sentence, dis-integrated.
Humanistic, secularizing forces were at work on broad fronts in American society,
and almost without opposition. Politics and religion? Mixing the two was positively
un-American. I remember well the evangelicals I ran around with shortly after my
conversion in 1969; anxiously awaiting the our rapture from the Late Great Planet
Earth, we had little motivation to change society.

Since then, we have witnessed guite a turnaround. Christians have discovered
that they have as much right to influence the political process as anyone else.
Christian schools, expressions of profound dissatisfaction with the educational
status quo, continue to spring up like mushrooms after a rain. Cair Paravel is
a part, and a product, of the activist movement of the church. It is a small minority
making all the noise--however, as Mr. Hyde testifies, a dedicated minority is enough.
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The movement is not confined to a particular denomination or eschatology.' It is
a handful of believers here and there, who have decided to act as well as pray, and
have found that--the wonder of it all!--they can-make a difference.

We have talked and written a lot over the past five years about the educational
goals of Cair Paravel. We think that education has taken a wrong turn in this country,
pedagogically as well as spiritually, and Cair Paravel has a blace in putting things
back in order. That may be, or it may not. But one thing is for certain: if one

- day we wake up to find that we are turning out Christian prima donnas --kids who
have all the right answers, and are quite content to sit smugly on their gnosis—-
we'll close the place down and invest our time in something worthwhile. Knowledge
is only a step on the way to wisdom, humility, and action.

The Communists, obviously, have discovered valuable principles in the training
of action-oriented comrades. Do they despise education? Not on your life. Universities
have traditionally been warm toward Communism, and cool toward Christianity. Communists
know that a scholar (caricatures to the contrary) is the most likely person to become
a revolutionary. Take a good look at the pictures of the Salvadoran rebels the next
time they come out of the hills to parley: if they look like college professors, it
is because they once were. Jacques Barzun has expressed this perfectly:

Even if the academic man is popularly thought of as a Hamlet
sicklied o'er with the’pale cast of thought, do not underrate thought.
.Remember how many corpses Hamlet managed to pile up by the end of the
play and what a relief it was. Given the chance, men of thought readily
turn men of action because their minds do not shrink from the unfamiliar.
(Teacher in America, Liberty Classics, p.35)

At Cair Paravel we are trying to culture minds which will not shrink from
the unfamiliar, in part because the unfamiliar has been faced-—and conquered—--—
many times. That's what a strong academic atmosphere does. But it's more than
just academics--students at a Christian school should learn to reason from first
principles which are really true, because they come from the Word of God. There
is no reason in the world why Christian schools can't produce leaders capable of
changing the course of American history and seeing the fulfillment xf ithe Great
Commission.

A DEBATE OVER "DUMBING DOWN"

"Dumbing down" is a phrase invented by outgoing Secretary of Education Terrel
Bell to describe what has happened to American textbooks over the last half-century.
The December 4, 1984 issue of Time magazine reports the controversy surrounding
"readability formulas" which currently dictate what is published for schoolchildren.

According to the authors, the roots of "dumbing down" go back to the 1920's,
when schools began systematic testing of children and decided that the curriculum
was too hard. "They made the curriculum easier,” says Jeanne Chall of Harvard,
"and they made it easier, and they made it easier." The result is that textbook
Titerature for elementary and secondary students is, in effect, written by a committee--
you start with what words can be used, add the words which must be reinforced from
previous lessons, throw in the reading skill we are working on this week, chuck it
all into the blender, and Presto!--pureed literature. That's how it reads, too, and
that's why nobody can stand to read it--least of all the poor kids we foist it on.
They'11 be back to Marvel comics just as soon as the bell rings; poor literature, sure,
but at Teast it is written by someone who honestly cares about telling a tale:

The frustrating thing about the "dumbing down" of textbooks is that neither
educational bureaucrats nor publishing houses will take the Tead in combatting the
problem. Bill Honig, California's superintendent of public instruction, has been one
of the loudest and most persistent critics of "dumbing down," but in his own state
a zoo story beneath the fifth grade cannot contain such words as beaver, parrot,
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goat--and zoo. Understandably, textbook publishers refuse to upgrade their wares
until readability formulas are abandoned by the bureaucrats.

Comment: This is a very revealing article which goes a long way toward explaining
the downward spiral of American education. From my. perspective as a board member of
a private school for five years, I would add several observations.

First, good literature is available. What you have to look for is a series
which compiles stories and poems which were written for real children in a free market,
and subsequently made into a textbook. Because it was not written by formulae, the
book is therefore readable. At Cair Paravel we use the Open Court Headway program in
kindergarten through third grade, and then switch to the Open Court RISE (Reading
Instruction for Superior Education) program in fourth through sixth. The latter is
now marketed as a "gifted" series; ironically, it was a standard text in the late
50's and 60's when "dumbing down" had not sunk to its present depth. In seventh and
eighth grade (and eventually in ninth through twelfth) we use the A Beka literature
program.

Second, the problem is at the grass-roots level (teachers), and therefore I
suspect it must originate with professors of education. We've heard a lot over the
past few years about the education of teachers being long on "methods courses" (how
to teach) and short on subject matter (knowledge, or what to teach). Furthermore,
some of the methods have been lousy ("look-say" in reading, the New Math, etc.).

This is an example of another method based on faulty premises. The presupposition is
that a child will be hopelessly confused if he runs into a word or idea which is
outside his experience or reading vocabulary. An example would be the librarian who
once took a book away from my brother in grade school because it was too hard for him.
He didn't think so; she did. She won.

Multiply this example times millions, and you have a prescription for inferiority.
Yes, good literature will confuse a child; but not hopelessly. To the contrary, children
love a good mystery, even if it is only a word. "Controlled vocabulary"” insults not
only their intelligence and aesthetic sense, but also their sense of wonder-—and the
sense of wonder is the great ally of a great teacher.

Teachers need not so much to be reeducated as reassured. NO, you are not going
to create dyslexics by releasing the apron—-strings of reading. Forget about being
systematic; enjoy the story! (By the way, if an adult does not enjoy a children's
story then it is not a good story; what reads like mush to adults does so to kids, too.)
Leave the systematic approach for math and grammar; good literature must be eclectic!

Finally, we should realize who is really penalized by "dumbing down." The gifted
student will perhaps just punch his time-clock at school and then curl up with a real
book at home. It is the average student who is disenfranchised by the present system.
He thinks the garbage he has read since the first grade is typical of literature in
general; so it is no wonder that he expects no more than The National -Engquirer and
People magazine when he grows up.
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A Victory for Christian Schools

l Uis 8:30 a.m. on a wintry Michigan day.
In a classroom decorated with a large
Scripture verse and accordion-pleated an-
gels sit 27 third- and fourth-graders. The
mood is quiet and serious. Lessons start
with the Pledge of Allegiance. then a stan-
za of America. The students pray aioud for
relatives: they thank God for Bobby’s new
glasses. For 45 minutes, their teacher. Joel
Allen. 28. leads the students through Bible
study. “"Who made you?” he asks. “God
made me. Job 33: 4, "the children answer.
During the course of the 6%-hour day at
the Bridgeport Baptist Academy, the stu-
dents, ages four to 18, are drilled in the ba-
sics and the Bible. Says Allen: “We don't
consider it a job working here. We consid-
erita ministry.”

The independence of that ministry
was resoundingly upheld last week. In a
strong, unambiguous decision, a Michi-
gan judge reaffirmed the First Amend-
ment guarantee of separation of church
and state by exempting private Christian
schools from state supervision of their
curriculum and teachers. Ministers.
teachers and parents of the Bridgzport
Baptist Academy and the Sheridan Road
Christian School. both near Saginaw, had
charged that attempts by the state’s board
of education to supervise curriculum and
teacher qualifications violated their reli-
gious freedom. Judge Ray Hotchkiss
agreed. rujing that the board. by imposing
its secular standards of education on reli-
gious schooling. “interfered with plain-
tiffs’ constitutional right 1o freelv exercise
their religion.” Said Hotchkiss: “This
{ court fails 10 see a compeiling state inter-

the same  standurd”™_as  public
- schools in the same district. Such a
“scheme does not ensure cven &
! minimum degree of quality of cdu-
cation.” Hotchkiss. however. did
uphold the stote’s right to impose
on the Christian schools health and
. safety requirements., to which they
" had never objected.
The tundamentalists were jubi-
¢ lant at their victory. Said Sheridan
Reoad Principal Bill Swain: “We
knew our position was strongly sup-
ported by the Bible. We thought we
 had the Censtitution on our side.
But I didn’t expect o get a favor-
able decision.” William  Bentley
Ball. a leading constitutional law-
| yer who argued for the two schools.,
¢ called the judgment “very strong on
i religious liberty. clarifying the right
! (o teach and the right to learn.”
‘ While the decision applics only

10 Michigan. it may influence other Brldgﬂport Teacher Allen presxdes over a quiet classroom

[ states. As independent Christian

est in requiring nonpublic schools Lo be of

Basics and the Bible are freed from state control

] 3 i
Sheridan Road Principal Swain in court
Demanding separation of church and state.

schools have proliferated over the past de-
cade—with an estimated enroliment of
600,000 students nationwide—so have
conflicts with state authorities. In Ne-
braska. the Rev. Everett Sileven of Louis-
ville was jailed four times in 1982 for defy-
ing a court decision requiring him to hire
state-approved teachers for his Faith
Baptist School. In Massachusetts, Assis-
tunt Attorney General Maria Lopez has
asked a civil court to impose a $100-a-day
fine on two ministers who operate the
Grace Bible Church Christian School in
Dracut until they agree o report the
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‘e don T consider it a fob We consider it d ministr v,

names, ages and residences of their 30 stu-
dents. In Maine, 2 major case will be tried
in February. The issue: whether ihe
teachers at the Bangor Baptist Church
School and some 20 other Christian
schools need to have state approval and
whether the schools must maintain and
report educational records.

These cases involve a conflict be-
tween two important democratic values:
religious liberty and the state’s obliga-
tion to ensure that children have access
to a free, adequate education. All 30
states have compulsory attendance laws,
and ten of them require their private
schools to use state-certified teachers.
Catholic, Lutheran and Jewish schools
for years have accommodated state re-
quirements. But the Protestant funda-
mentalists who run the new Christian
schools interpret both the Bible and
their mission more rigidly. The Rev.
Gerald Somero, 42, minister of the Sher-
idan Road¢ Baptist Church. believes that
by complying with licensing require-
ments “we are saying te the state ‘you
have a right to choose whom God has
called to the ministry of teaching. ™~

States generally require that teachers
be college graduates with a certain num-
ber cf education crediis and practice-
teaching hours. In contrast. teachers at
the Bridgeport Baptist Academy must be
“born again.” regard teaching as a spiritu-
al calling and live by biblical standards.
They must have some college training,
preferably at a Christian institution, but a
bachelor's degree is not essential. None-
theless. some ieachers at these schools are
highly qualified by any secular standard:
Allen. for instance. not only has a teach-
ing degree but a master’s in divinity. both
from Christian colleges.

In the Michigan trial. the issuc_of
leacher certification turned out to be
raore of an_embarrassinent (o state offi-
v cials than o the Christian schools.
Education experts could not agree
on which standards the Christian
teachers needed to follew. nor could
they prove any link between certi-

fied teachers and geod education. .
Neted Judge Hotchkiss. a fermer |
public_scheel teacherr "The over-
whelming evidence shows that
seacher LCIU‘:C;.USP does not_en-
sure i t.acher mrr‘p:um}_mu aray |
_even inl ibit it Since cach studert
13 T ———
dp “who feaves a Michigun
school to attend a Christian acade-
my deprives the locat school aistrict
of about $2.000 in state wid. the |
- tudge also observed that swte offi-
cials were hardly disinicrested
euardians of education He called
state regulation of private Sc.hools !
“an incredible corflict of in terest.
Many parent sponsors of the J
new Christian academies have a |
deeply rooted anirmosity f
|

"‘l.f“?l\.

toward |
public schoois. In their view. the
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“schools have adopted a godless philoso-
phy of “secular humanism” by requiring
classroom discussion of such touchy sub-
jects as sex education and feminism. Be-
cause secular humanism is in conflict with
the Bible, as these parents see it, it is a sin
for them to send their children to public
schools. Says Blanche Reinbolt, who has
three children at Bridgeport Baptist
Academy: “I’ve seen what certified public
school teachers have done for my Kkids,
and it wasn’t good.”

“NAmong other things, discipline at the
academy is strict. Behavior “condemned
by the word of God,” such as profanity,
smoking, lying, fighting, gambling and
cheating, is considered grounds for corpo-
ral punishment and even expulsion. Be-
fore their children are accepted for enroll-
ment, parents must sign a Jetter
authorizing staff members to paddle stu-
dents for continual offenses. (The letter
explains: “Following the administering of
the strokes, the staff will pray with your
child. assuring him or her of their love.”)
Says Howard Riles, father of a sixth-grad-
er: “What I hope is that when my daugh-
ter goes off to college, she’ll have some
character.”

he Bridgeport parents pay from $906

for one child o $1.750 for three or
more chiidren. Talented students are mo-
tivated to excel: those with less ability at
east learn the basics. Like many Chris-
tian schools. the Bridgepert Academy
uses a core curriculum of social studies,
science, math, English and spelling inter-
spersed with Bible teachings. The results
make a strong case: at Bridgeport, eighth-
grade students taking the Metropoiitan
Achievement Test averaged tenth-grade
levels. At Nebraska's Faith Baptist. pupils
scored a year ahead of their public school
counterparts on the California Achieve-
ment Test.

Michigan officials intend to appeal
Judge Hotchkiss's verdict. Says Assistant
Attorney General Richard Gartner: “The
state now has no process to approve non-
public schools.” Part of Michigan’s com-
pulsory education law says that parents
must send children to state-approved
schools. According to Gartner, there is
! now a legal doub: as to whether the com-
pulsory attendance requirement is iegal.

Nationwide. there remains much con-
fusior: over the constitutionality of state
education laws. Says Maine’s Deputy At-
torney General Rufus Brown, who will ar-
gu= a simiiar case in February: “A number
of state and federal courts have recognized
the legitimacy of minimal standards for
teacher qualifications and for curricu-
lum.” But Dean Kelley, head of the civil
liberties division of the MNational Council
of Churches. maintains, “The U.S. Su-
prerae Court has recognized the right of
parents to send their ckildren to schools
other than the public schools.” The Su-
preme Court may have to make ancther
decision—this time on what requirements
staies can impose on both pubiic and
private schools. —By Eflie McGrath. Reported
by Barbara B. Dolan/Detroit

Press

No Easy Trick

How to spoof the Enquirer ?

erhaps nothing is harder tc satirize

than a venture that is already a cari-
cature of itself. By that standard, the ulti-
mate challenge to a parodist would have
to be the weekly scandal sheets sold at su-
permarket checkout counters, epitomized
by the 56-year-old National Engquirer
(circ. § million). The Enquirer and its imi-
tators, including the Globe, Star and Na-
tional Examiner, feverishly mine such ex-
otic “news” as people biting snakes,
unimaginably obese couples losing hun-
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A send-up that barely exceeds the original
The difference: no claim to be true.

dreds of pounds. clergymen having vi-
sions of aliens or ghosts, and almost any
gossip involving the Kennedy family.

Hard as it may be to concoct articles
more bizarre than what the tabloids
already run. the challenge has been
taken up by Tony Hendra, 41, the editor-
entrepreneur behind the 1978 parcdy Not
the New York Times and last April's Of
the Wall Sireer Journal. Says Hendra:
“The Enquirer style is difficult. You have
to keep sentences to ten words and use
‘mind-boggling’ and ‘national survey’
over and over. To get the layout right you
have to unlearn everything you know
about good design.”

About 1.6 million copies of his /rratio-
nai Inguirer are scheduled to reach news-
stands this week. and except for the price.
$2, vs. 65¢ for the Enquirer, the takeoff is
all but indistinguishable from the original.
Indeed. that may be the jape’s major flaw.
Even regular readers of the Enquirer and
1ts ilk may err in guessing which of the fol-
lowing stories comes from the spoof and
which from the “real” tabloids:

» The Chinese Communist government is

sabotaging the U.S.—by spreading herpes.
» John Lennon speaks daily from beyond
the grave to his widow Yoke Ono.
» Making funny faces can help you look
years younger.
» You can live in an enclosed steel box
and be comfortable.
» “Good Night, Gracie [Allen]: My hor-
ror encounter with actress’s ghost.”™

The close imitation was taken, possi-
bly sincerely, as flattery in the Lantana.
Fla., headquarters of the Engquirer. Said
Engquirer Editor Iain Calder, 43: “Obvi-
ously, I noticed the similarity. It’s another
confirmation that we are No. 1.” Hendra’s
partner and publisher, Larry Durocher,
42, joked in an interview that the major
differ®nce between the publications is that
the spoof is stapled together. while the En-
quirer is merely folded. Then he noted an-
other distinction that probably ought to
matter to the 11 million credulous readers
of the major U.S. scandal tabloids. Said
Durocher: “We make no claim that our
stories are true.” n

Help Unwanted

Parade rains on an old story

orothy Ridgway was nine in 196¢

when wire services reported that she
was dying of a rare bone disease and that
her only wish was for Christmas cards: a
kindly world sent 600,000 of them within
weeks. This year Parade, the ubiguitous
{circ. 22 million) Sunday newspaper sup- |
piement. decided to visit Dorothy. now 31
and alive after all. The portrait in the
Dec. 19 issue was vivid down to the last
teardrop: Freelance Writer Dotscn Rader
found Dorothy, siunted and virtually
housebound, living with her parents in
Roanoke, Va., sustained by mernories.
dreams and a disability check of §221 2
month. Once again America responded.
Parade Managing Editor Larry Smith an-
nounced iast week that the magazine was
forwarding truckloads of mait to Dorothy.
She aiso received cash, offers of color tele-
visions. furniture and a central heating
system. Exulted Smith: “Dorothy’s story
has tugged at the heartstrings of Ameri-
ca.” But the Ridgways were embarrassed:
they pointed out that Parade had misrep-
resented their neighborhood as Roanoke's
poorest, and insisted thati their home was
not, as Parade depicted it, “bleak.” Fur-
ther, Dorothy's check is augmented by
Medicaid. and her parents receive public
assistance totaling about $500 more a
month; gifts may imperil the family’s eligi-
bility for relief. Said Mary Ridgway: “Cth-
ers are worse off than us. I do not want
people to think Dorothy was begging.” Pa-
rade Editor Walter Anderson defendecd
the story as a “‘powerfully written work
that proved itself by the response.” ]

*Only the last story is from the [rrational Inquirer.
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REASONS FOR STATE REGULATIONS

Personal freedom and responsibility are reduced when regulations
are imposed.

A. We are less free than any other generation of Americans be-
cause we are more regulated than any other generation.

B. If the government chooses control over personal freedom and
responsibility, it must demonstrate that state intervention
is required by one or more of the following conditions:

1. The freedom of certain citizens is being infringed upon.
2. The general welfare of the people is threatened.

a. Has the record shown that the products of home and
private schools received an inferior or inadequate
education?

b. Has the character development of children in home and
private schools been neglected so that their ability
to be responsible, law abiding citizens is jeopardized?

1. Has the record shown that public school children
are more law abiding? Are they less prone to drug
addiction, to immoral or sexually irresponsible
behavior, or to marital and domestic problems?

2. Do the Christian schools, in particular, which
actively -promote patriotism and love of country
and which teach that obedience to civil authority
is a Christian duty - do these schools deserve to
be regulated because they adversely affect the
general welfare of the people?

3. The people affected by the regulations have asked for them
or for subsidies or favors which are necessarily accompanied
by state regulations.

a. Any group which requests subsidies or favors must
accept regulations.

b. Have private schools asked for anything but to be left
alone?

4, The people affected by the regulations have demonstrated
by their irresponsible actions that they need to be regulated.

a. Self-governing people do not need external controls.
b. Laws are not made for the righteous, but for lawbreakers.

c. Has the record shown that private schools have been
negligent in the performance of their duty to properly
educate the children under their charge?

d. Does a comparison of the achievement test scores of
public and private school students show that private
schools need to be regulated by the state in order to
provide a quality education?

e. Can it be demonstrated that state regulation of educa-
tion, in general, has enhanced the quality of education?

f. Isn't competition in a free market the best guarantor

of quality education? _ ATTACHMENT 6 2-6-85
) House Education Committee



thousand. And of those that are thicut-
encd with court, nime out of 10 are not
prosecoted. W planage gt 10 some
key penson and eaplan the logic ot
what they are tving to do o Abo, we
dor't mond suggoesning the possibiliny of
there ety sued under covt aghis fawe
by et these parents

The combriation o the poative and
the weeative bangs un o 1the point
wircre Pl sav 85 per tent o) pubilic
cifucatots will a0t bother you ar all
fhe remammg 13 per cent may question
yor canaybe boper et Uy to carny
somcibiog through and a very small
tracbion ot thovw will actually press
coetharg wll the wae to court

O. 1 think when parents first take chsl-
dran out ol school the worst thing they
can think of is that a truant officer will
knock on the door and take their chil-
dren away from them. Have you ever
known anybody whose kids were taken
away from him for teaching at home?

AL lu Bath, N Y L1 witneseed for o
fanithy wath BT Claddren. The parentos
were mtellipent people—they  were
Amihoor Menoomite, as | orecald The
father was tewtung the children at
heape and he ~panbed a younger child.
FThoy was thoueht by a sool worker
whos ot wind o i, o be child abuse so
the Father wis taken to court

By ot tane bt olved (nthe casg,
W bur the oldest boy were saattered
forter homes ali over the communiy. |
ar happy to say that abier their trial, all
the children were restored 1o the family
Chiddren are taken away, but it is very
rarc. Il that happens, by the way, there
are a tot of us who are gomg 1o be in
there ready to fake section 1983, 1985,
19886 or 1988 o1 the Civil Rights Act and
wivat

Q. How can a parent possibly spend
six of seven hours a day teaching the
way they do in 8 school? -
A. W don't wam that o happen
School need more hours becaase they
are deshing with o lor ot children in a
by clascroom, When you are working
with pist onte ar twao duldren at home,
yo e gust two or three hours at the
most ot didactic teaching and super-
vised study. OF course you really are
teachimg all 'day 'ong by example and
FOPOLSIVENESN,

Q. the finding and testing of so-

be one reason why over 50 per cent of
so-called dystexic children are boys.
Could you elaborate on this a bit and
is i1 possible that, through home
schooling, ons might shortcircuil this
whole learning disability industry?

A. Absolutely. 1 don't know if you
would short-vireuit it, but | know you
could put adentinir. 1 can’t tell you for
certain that all this is because of the
hemisphere dominance of the child that
the boy is less verbal at a young age
thaa the average girl, but it is true that
little boys are less verbal.

Boys tend to traii girls in gencral
maturity about a year or more at age
sy, and yet school laws require boys o
go ta school at the same age as girls. So
a hittle boy comes along and fidgels and
misbehaves and does not learn weil
because he is being compared to the
more mature, well-bchaved female
angels. The current figures are 13 boys
10 every girl in remedial classes. 1t we
could keep these boys at home and
detay the school entry date to around
aght or 10 when all the studies show
boys beginning to catch up, we would
see far fewer learning disabilities.

Q. A number of tamilies | know who
are teaching children at home first had
those children in private church

hoois. These p ts have b
disiilusioned aboul thesa schools.
They feel there Is very little critical
thinking about curricuia at the admin.
istrative level.

The private schools seem quite con-
tent to use the same books and
teaching methods ss the public
schools. it's even worse If tha private
school is state-accredited, for then the
teachers must tulfili the same certifi-
cation requirements as public school
teachers, which means that most mem-
bers of the faculty have had more train-
Ing in mathodology than in subject mat-
ler.

A.1am sorry to say that there are
sume church school systems which
scem to have forgotien their historicat
philosophy and goals. Some of these
schools are allowing themselves 10
become more like rigid reform schooh
on the one hand or like very liberal ones
on the other.

Q. Some of these schoois sesm pre-
ied with 1 the (

rogis't'nﬁon whatever the cost.
A. indecd. And another thing 1 sce

‘I am sorry to say that there are some church school systems which
seem to have forgotten their historical philosophy and goals. Some
are allowing themselves to become more like rigid reform schools . .. .’

calied learning disabled chiidren has
become an enormous educational in-
dustry. A lot of people are making very
big bucks in this fleid.

Children who are pegged 3as
“isarning disabled” or “dyslexic” are
put into slow, remedial classes and
never get out of them. The only children
who are ever “cured” are those few
whose parents become alarmed and
take charge of their children’s educa-
tion very aggressively.

Lately, there have been a number of
studies which purport to show that that
portion of the brain which controls ver-
bal skill develops much later in boys
than in giris and that this may, in tact,

4

which disturbs me is that a lot of these
schools are extremely workbook-
oriented. They ought to be doing much,
much more writing. To the extent that
these schools - or any schools, for that
matter — unnecessarily use workbooks
and mimeographed papers, to that ex-
tent the children are getting an inferior
academic education. Some of the big-
gest non-denominational school
systems thrive on workbooks.

Q. One of the benefits that 1 see com-
ing trom a vigorous home schooling
movement-if it is aliowed to thrive—is
that there wiil be the intuslon of some
new ideas intoc education. We are really

focked into a kind of modern scho-
tasticism now. We think monollithicaily
and we make monolithic errors. The
“New Math™ was a perfect example. it
was never tield-tested to any extent and
yet the entire education establishment
~— public and private — embraced it
with disastrous results for our children.

Earlier In our history parents had
much more treedom of choice in seiec-
ting an education {or their chitdren than
they do today. A child could be appren-
ticed, he couid be privately tutored, he
couid attend a conservatory or 8 church
school, ot he could be taught at home
by his parents. .

Home schooling is an ancient and

honorable way of educating children.
Today we are saying that the only way
1o teach children is to pack them in a
large room with one adult supervisor,
and that is not necessarily the best way
tor every child.
A. You are tight. In our work with
familics who are educating children
homue, the Hewiit Foundation hoe
developed vome programs that are pot-
ting excellent resulis, For example, ow
Afazh-1t course can turn around a civdd
who is having math difficulty ina serv
short time, The home's status as the
burts schoul s ane-of the great lessons
of history. Ihe tutorial system fuis
never been excelled by institutions.

A disproportionate number ol greant
thishets, artists, inventors and leador
were educated at home or privately
tutored — Movart, Edison, Robert {
Lee, C. S, Lewis, Ben Franklin, Jamoes
Nonroe. George Patton, Leo Tolstay,
Jamey Madison, Alexander Hamulton,
Charles Dickens, George Washington
Carver, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew
Wyeth, Blaise Pascal, Theodore and
Franklin Roosevelt — those are just i
few pames that come immediately (o
mind.

Q.rm going to play the devil's ad-
vocate and ask you about Japan.
Doesn't the Japanese system go
against everything you believe in? They
start schooling very early; they work the
children very hard in a unitorm cur-
riculum. The children appear 1o do
brilliantly. | hear people say all the time,
“1f American children were only more
like the Japanese.”

How would you answer those peo-
pie? .
At spent live years in Japan and you
are exactly right in what you say. [ saw
the rigidity and the austere discipline of
the school system. But remember that
the austere discipline is accompanied by
avery close relationship between parent
and child. Jupan is limited in s
number of secondary schools and col-
feges, so the competition to get in them
is terrific. They pay a price for this,
though, because Japan has the highest
child suicide rate in the world. Japancse
will privately concede to you that they
have a very uncreative society.

Q. Well, they may be uncreative, but
they are certainly scaring American
businessmen to death.
A. They are very able to borrow, very
good mimics. In the automotive in-
dustry they took American inventiy
genius and combined it with their
discipline. Also, they don’t have the
same wage scale.

However, there are other important
factors in the upbringing of Japancse
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children that wo omvctdook o laputhesy
children are taoeht the cnpartanes ol
work. In Amenas we e araiher nag
CIssistic SpOres and Lenie cients thiiyg
gosng with our Jhildien

Fawoubd ke to see voutie cluldren us
ing encrey o bt or wan ot than
Justsportisand wnnscieent s P ke o
see youne huldren freee e vardy ape
tanght tooshare i the vk and respon
sibilitien of the home tanilicn
have met who have hoot ther cddies
at homie, 1ty B0l i e lal 10 sec
younpsters vt only cigar o e who
can do anything srono b the house
They can bus food, ol o omead,
couk i and cloan up rednd. A bt
O paienly wfc vety aarpead o hcat
thut vouoy Ciildien b the capabilin
to do st sert ot Hin

1'd very mnch ibe t o LG
fammly corporations aoae e things o1
solling thines with o cubdien partion
pating n thai, Chatton should be
ahiovwed 1o pariiapade b the Tamih
Priess. Tastly, Tds oy met Bl e
see chiddren vstonateatly domg
chatnable thines Hhe vinne the sich
and chderty.

By the wav, boread wopapet this
mopniny that vou haes ool herem
Washington {Banmcherd o Bomadds
tian to dang ot osondenas stan
ards, demends that vactandont hav
Qontnum o1 60 o a0 wmesier do

i commuiy pood Loods Teommend
that school,

Q. 1 attended a meetiny of the Mary
land Home Educaticn Conterence
where you were to speak and | was
amazed at the variety of philosophies
and lifestyles that were represented.
Home schooling is reatly an issue that
cuts across all kinds ot ideclogies.
When you speak to these groups, what
do you want them to came away with?

A hope they wadi o a preater
understanding ol the desclopmentat
needs ot the Culdrcn and Tam com
potled tosugeest ot s that there s an
ctetnal plian tor these sounesters, In
other words, parenthodiog veny hieh
cabings stis the makis ot Kines, ]
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Dr Moore says "I would like 1o see young chlidren using energy in a lot of ways other than just sports and amusements. I'd like to
swe young chiidren from an early age taughi to share in the work and responsibiiities of the homa."

pastiahty A chidd—art least unnl he
devedops s sense of values and s
cogritively masture —has a need for par-
tiahty. But, public, private or parochial
schools proscribe that. The teacher ob-
viounly cannot be parual to any child,
At home the parent can give the child
attention whenever he needs 1t or wants

him obscentities, ridicule, bullying,
snobbishness. and conformity.

Q. in his recently published book,
Horace’s Compromise, Theodore Sizer,
former dean of the Harvard School of
Education, suggests that high schoo!
hould not be Isory. He went ail

‘The current figures are 13 boys to every girl in remedial classes. It
wo could keep thess boys at home and deiay the school entry date to
around eight or 10 when all the studies show boys beginning to catch
up, we would see far fewer learning disabilities.’

it within the limitation of the size of the
fumily

Q. i worked in a day-care center when
i tirst started teaching No mother who
puts her child in one of those places —
no matter how expensive — should
delude herself as to the amount of per-
sonal attention her child gets during
the day

tt is absolutely impossible to carry
0n a one tc-one conversation with a fit-
tie child in 2 day-care center. if a child
cries for some reason and you lry to
pick him up to comfort him on your lap,
10 other children wili be trying to climb
in your lap at the same time. They are
starved for this partiaiity you speak of.
Also, thers was no question in my mind
at the time that the children who had
been home with Lheir parents were bet-
ter behaved.

A. Well, you see the child at home has
a sngular adult example. | do not
apologize for the idea of indoctrni-
nation, which 1 our humanistically
onented education is comsidered to be a
no no. The very best way o indoc-
trinate is to set an example. The exam-
ple set betore a child ot loving, mature
parents s very difterent from the exam-
ple he gets from his peers who feach

over the country observing high
schools tor this study and he says the
overwhelming Impression one gets is
that the vast majority of kids just sit
and serve time.

“Education has become a massive
process for producing passive minds,”
he says. He would aliow youngsters to
raceive their diplomas when they
showed mastery rather than after four
years of attendance and the required

needs of children at younger ages and
he will come very quickly 10 the con
clusion that it he starts children later,
more of them will want to get on with
schooling. They will be more highly
motivated instead of feeling that they
are in prison,

Q. 1s there any information on how
chiidren taught at home compare with
other children on achievemsent tests?

A. Arecem six-year Stanford study of
muatched pairs of home-schooled
children and traditionally schooled
children found the home schoolers
significantly higher in achievemcant,
behavior, and social perception.

The Hewitt Foundation’s Research
team has lound that .youngsters ol
families taken to court for educating w
honie achieve pereentile scores 30 points
higher than national averages on stus
dardized measures. This is confirmed
by at least 80 studies comparing tutored
children with those in a typical class.

comfortable with domyg. Most keep
them until they are ciphn G 10 years of
age. But more and micre parenis ane
prefurring to teach e claldren ar home
through the clemuentarn, vrases and
some cven through hiel -chool
Interestmgehy caoon b D Willuay
Robwar, the diaticne oot £ ey
ot Calitorma fewon.

veftclopast

stepested sears Lo ar lor porpiad
diciat toely boboc g appad
elernemiany school ale LG

Q. What about gett:ni; into college?
Do colleges reject utudgents who
haven't been educated n The standaid
ways?
A1 kow peeple Wi were taoyht at
hoie who have pone ta biarvasd, Stan
ford, Rice and otha annosnes as
woll, Right s ot Hlacoand thore v a
yoaum mun, Grant Ceitay, who was
educuted ennrely at boaae e s there
ona S 2000 ~cholar-higs There muay e
sene collvee that wos b O hamg
schooled Vdren, but ety some
of the mant prostiprous sail

noany event, the GEHIY s aow more
avceprable 1o many unooersatios than s
the tugh schocl diploga

Q. What abou! parents” education re
quirements? Virginia passed a law this
year making home schooling legal, but
they want the parents to have a college
degree.

AL That nihes u lon o cemse, 1 ~up
poae, 1o depres conscs e people, bul
in tact we fmd the aseiaed nghochoel
tramed person o the perons with
maybe u linde college does st as well
teaching children us the peron with a
degree.

I know you must have tollowed the
recent case in Marnvlsnd s which o
young mother, Katherie Miler, was
taken to court for teachiay hes children
at home. She won the cuse. Sheis a high
school graduate, but her chdibren tested
1wo yeats above the mational average.

The mmportant Cony s that the
mother respond to the chtd and pomnt
him i the nght direcion and ash him
why's and how's and viecoasage nm o
Find answers. Y ou see, it is an attitude
towatds featping that o the mportiant
eletent o suceessdnd reaching tather
than uving o depree

Fhe b dibiere e i v een patents
with teadding cotithoss amd those
without s that the paroet wha has o
cortdivate will bave o tle buomere
worny bocatse e the ool et he

number of credits. He says the combi
ed etfects of making high school non-
compulsory and allowing students to
finish as quickly as they wished would
dramaticaily atiect student motivation.

in addition, he questi rhether or
not the state has a right to direct the
citizen's education beyond the acquisi-
tion of reading, cipharing and a
rudi y under: ding of Amer-
ican values which he feels are well
summarized in the Blli of Rights. Would
you comment on that?

A. 1f you study the findings of
distinguished constitutional lawyers,
you have 1o come to the conclusion that
all government can really require is
minimum skills, health and safety, and
some understanding of American
government.

One thing 1 would like to have Sizer
do is 1o look into the developmental

strong character and intellect.’

‘When you start assembling children in very large numbers for
fong periods of time, you are on the wrong course for producing

In addition, we studied 400 adulis
who were taught at home for onc
reason or another and found that near-
ty all were leaders in their professions
and trades and were remarkably suc-
cessful parents themselves as well. The
only negatives we heard were from four
individuals who somehow were placed
in the first grade when they entered for-
mal school at cight or 10 or older. You
can imagine how wrong that was,

Q. How long do you find that parents
keep children out of school?

A. Of course, it is what a family feels

ot she adwass had o fechag tha
everybody is 1o blame g chdd goes
wrong, but when they become home
school teachers they worry that—

Q. The buck stops here.

A. Right.

Q. You have testified on behait of a
number of families who have had to go
to court because they were teaching
their chiidren at home. How likely is it
that 2 parent who wishes to teach his
child at home is going to be threatensd
with court action?

A. 1 would say maybe one out of a

3




Baatiest clings. Vhese parénts reatize
Dt thes are Jealing pot with creations
of thesr wii, bul with vreations of God
arl che o entrafiny and beanty of fhat

Dl - penenee s g tous ol Fanniy
ITATINY

oo e pareni ek st tned
NI Whary ol cvelehon an the
Crecd e w eetand died it
Vet et et Baalution and
fa e e o bodakee o tann
[T e -Losane than the othen.
fin . uts darge poron of the

e Ce i Poweruhd e et

[ R

O. N:on L chidtren whu have been
taught at Rome become warped, hot-
nouse towers unable 10 survive in a.
touah wurld? | Lind thes one ot the most
cominon arguments used by peopie
who are against home schooling

Al s

Wlea that Jhildeen

st o sogpabed and adpisted o
! v onaranih artounded by thea
St S eaTiasayang

o s i e 1 posttie sockih

Soen ol nevate oenthzanon
Lol owte hae boann Laught i home,

at necded and wanted, who
hrowe ho iy depended onat home -
e cesporadabines and chores s
e homore hikeds to develop o serse ot
ot wertin sind o sable value awstem
whicht o the basic merediwent for g
feortg aoentbilit

We hnow now that the child that i
auh s pesrs maose than with he
parents -at deast wanb the age ot
12 will bevome peer-dependent and
negatnely sovisheed. There are so
many studies 0 supputt that—Uirie
HBronfenbrenner's studies at Cornell,
the Albert Bandura studies from Sran-
tord

13t Bioanfenbrenner ayvs that the
Chdd wre iy peer dependent foses d
Cradnal sense of scit-worth--a desperute
fons Hie Toses his aptimism and s much
ier it shirected than e should bes e
loses trust for his parents, and, ulu-
aiately Ieses respedt tor his peers as
woll Wit does o chifd have left then?
Thers s bave e almost parfedt pro-

ey

Dr. Moore notes that “Haroid McCurdy, a distinguished psychologist from the University of North Caroling and o lead
genius, says that genius is derived from the experience of children being most

this tie in with your position as a home
school advocate?

A. After reviewing more than 8,000
developmental studies of young chil-
dren, [ have not found any replicable
cvidence suggesting that the school 1s
superior to the home—particularly
through the clementary years. The
results of tests in such areas as
neurophysiology, vision, hearing,
intersensory perception, parental depri-
vation and cognition all suggest that
until the child has reached a chrono-
logical age of at least cight to 10,
parents and educators should question
the desirability of {formal schooling. 1n
view of this, the present nationwide
muve back to home schools deserves
morte than casual attention,

gant myth.”

‘This pervasive idea that children are better socislized and ad-
justed if they are constantly surrounded by their peers is an extrava-

o1 the rebets ol the T60s and the

g st e culture of the TTos,

O. Ciitics ol hume schooling who say
that school is the only way children can
meet gach other forget that today there
are loads ot ways lor youngsters 10
mee!l other than being packed into a
classioom.

Most mothers | know are complain-
ing that they are runragged driving chil-
dren here and there—Boy Scouts,
Camplire Girls, ocganized sports, danc-
ing lessons, music lessons, church ac-
tivities, library and museum programs.
Wae have never had a time when there
was so much going on for children. No
.parant interested in home schooling
needs to worry that her child won't be
able to mingle with other youngsters. i
think it is tar mors ditticult 10 find quiet
and leisure for the child today.

You have been a prominent opponent
of the growing trend toward sending
chitldren to schools and day-care
centers at ever sarlier ages. How does

<

Q. Didn't the Commission on Excel-
lence in Education just suggest lower
ing the school entrance age to four?

A. Yes, but where is their rescarch
evidenoe o support that recommen
dation? 1 have not been able to find a
single replicated experiment that has
clearly demonstrated the desirabitity of
early institutionalized schooling or day
cure tor the normal child. The three-to-
four-year-old entry idea is promoted by
the National Education Association
which has jobs for its membership
rather than children’s welfare at heart.

Q. There is so much agitation for day-
care centers now.

A. Humberto Nagera, an eminent
neurophysiologist and child psychi
atrist, has said, ‘It is unfortunate that
women's liberation movements uic
making blind demands for day-care
centers without considering the equal
rights of the child 0 develop inte!-

lectually and emotionally as fully as
possible.”

Q. rm quoting you now: “An early
start in formal institutionalized school-
ing deprives children of the free ex-
ploration so crucial 10 the development
of genius.” Could you elaborate on that
and give specitic ways in which Institu-
tionallzed .learning may penslize or
stitie genius?

A. Harold McCurdy, a distinguished
psychologist from the University of
North Carolina and a leading student
of genius, says that genius is derived
from the experience of children being
most of the time with adults and very
litthe with their peers. So when you start
asembling children in very fmype
munbers for long periods of time, vou
are on the wiong course for producaing
strong vharacter and intellect. The
more children around your child, the
fewer tueaningful human contacts he
will have.

{.et e give you another example. the
matter of adult responses. John
Goodlad, Graduate Dean of Educativn
Gt UCE AL casne oul with an article s

student of

of the e with adults and very little with this peers.”

Cild, Be nphe vt srete stieatton, M
when a chuld s home san ins mother,
he muav get one, Twe 1h Jaradred
answers o his quevie s and adeas
day. So you gan we 1 there whete
we are in terme of i Leor potential
there s lor the stinudation ol intellect
in a home,

ve

Q. severat years agi | had to take a
certification course at the University of
Virginia. The protessor was a very
exparienced public school teacher. She
told the class that otien a child who ap
pears to be lagging behind can be
pulled right up if the teacher can just
{ind a few minutes to “watk through™ &
paper or assignmen! alone with him.
She felt thal too many children tabl
behind because o! their teachers’
failure 1o do that. Ot course. no matter
how wetl-intentioned ot industiious the
teachar is, it is supremely ditticult to
find the time to do that the way the
schools are structured loday.

AL O coutseitis, but being ableto gt
an adult response to b guestions ot
samethyng ie doesn’s uoden taed -
very crudial to rhe dosclopment ot g
child" s ntelligenoe.

‘A recent six-year Stanford study of matched pairs of home-schooled
children and traditionally schooled children tound the home schoolers
signiticantly higherin achievement, behavior and social perception.’

the Phi Delra Kuppan in March 1983,
He did a companson of over a thou-
sand schools and found that the
average amount of time spent in
person-to-person  responses  between
teachers and students amounted to
seven minutes a day.

It doesn’t tahe much to see that if
vour child is one of 20, 25, 30 or maybe
more youngaters in a classroom and the
eacher s giving only seven minutes o
day in responses, that your chuld
fucky if he gets spoken to once a day.
he is an aggressive or mishehaving

Q. Thomas Edison was only in schoot
for three months. While there, he drove
the teachers ta distraction mterrupting
the lessons with questions. | can under-
stand how the teachers felt, 1co. They
finally decided he was “addled.” Today
they would have said he was hyperac.
tive, had a learning disabiity and need-
ed testing. riis mother had taith in him,
though. She took him cut of school and
taught him hersell. The ciasstoom was
not the right educational satting fo!
im.

A. That's another Hnag, the matter of




Dr. Raymond S. Moore

Interview with Education Expert

Home Schooling: An ldea
Whose Time Has Returned

Koo

o D adagi s L Toaner firens

wi S Mowse™ o develops

Lt e e et et dean, dnd
pecsdent T has senved us oo
e teeceans Tt or for the N
e ot Dilacwtion o owell s un ad-
tor e Whiie Hose, the Cone
HEC e ey stanes Heos
et peesident of o the Hewett
Fo ocurad Cester u founddiion
wian it cdleiio el research

Ieiy by Moan s awarded the
P dhdig Foppa Coemaendution for
st service aoid foadershugan
Chacaion Jn Maie noa prolifnc
Cemrcebdan vor tndge Dites. professtonal
Spewrng wad texiboos s ITwo ol hus
et b beoks aee Hetter Late Than
bash wad Schiool Can Wait

In recent years Dr Afbore has
become u leading spokevinan for the
prowing home school movement . He is
atlerviewed here by Junne Adams, a
Leevsnes S heal leacher who presenily
Heads Red ot Lty husiness an
Wuhington, YO The iterview repre-
et paziar exceepis froen g twe-hour

ISR

O. Dr Moore. a couple of years ago
Human Events ran an intarview with
Chicago taacher Maiva Collins. She
said that the enormous amount of mail

MOORE

before the Civil War. Until the Civil
War, we had a world history of home
schooling.

Even in the years of the Common
School, youngsters went to school only
three months out of the year for a haifl-
day. By the turn of the century we stili
had only about 10 per cent of our chil-
Jren in public schools. The remainder
were b private or parochial schools.
Now, when the ratio of public school
students o private school students is 9
to 1, current hteracy studies give us a

one of lite's highest callings.’

‘Many parents want o teach their children at home for religious
reasons. They see the shaping of a child’'s character and inteliect as

-

she was receving which expressed dis.
diusionment weth the schoois of Amer-
ica convinced her that we are sitting on
& "French Revolution situation” in edu-
cation. is the home schooling move-
ment comparable to the slorming of
the Basuile?

A. Thore = no guesbion among those
ol us whoa are watchiny caretully that
the home s ohoohng movement 1y the
masement of the devade. [t growing
s banl AN tar a8 3 resolulion i educa-
ton i oconcerned, home schooling s
prubably one very vnnaal factor The
Chnsoan schond rendisance of the last
devadr was sery impurtant, as were the
revent hindings 01 the Commission on
[ xcellenee w bBducanon.
hen (hete have been literacy com-
paiton stadiey Jone by several gnner-
slres Stunturd, tor one - which
place hiteraey i the 9hh percentiles
teaclunre ot the Save populaton
S Mean: Kevearth Loundaion, PO Bov 9
Washougal Wash 98671409, (200} 835 2708

naton of SO per cent literate, 30 per
went semi literates and 20 per cemt il-
literates  That study comes from the
Lniversity of Texas for the last year.

Q. John Holt, another well-known ad-
vocate of homa schooling, has said he
doesn’t think more than 10,000 to
20,000 tamilias in the whole country are
doing this. In 1980 you told U.S. News &
World Report that between a quarter
and a half-mitlion children were being
taught at home. Which of you is right?
On what do you base your sstimates?

A. As far as John's figures go, I have
the names in my files alone of 20,000
tamilies who are teaching children at
home. Some of the top family seminar
people in the country like Bill Gothard
eimate a million to three million.
John Naisbitt in his book, Megatrends,
estimates a million. | factored out cen-
sus tigures, Labor Department figures,
some Wall Street Journal figures and
arrived at an estimate of about five

e ————
Reprinted from the Sept. 15, 1984 issue of Human Events.

anthion childien who for various
reasons were not attending school regu-
larhy = chuddien of migram families,
handrcapped tatdren, famibes in rural
atcus and some other categories, |
frewred that inthere were a minimum ot
S 1o 10 per cent being taught at home
there miast be o guarter o @ hall
million.

A lew vewrs agae there was just @
smisttening of tameites here and there.
Now the movement is spreading so fast
that you find communities all over
where 3000 MY parents meet regularly.
was ished o apeadk 10 a group ot
PrCTES i OuT tiny  community Ot
Washougal, Wash. They expected 15 or
s0 1o be present. bot nearly 100 attend-
ed. Now our principal Washington
State home school leader estimates that
there are around 15,000 to 20,000
students betng taught at home in Wash-
ington Stne,

Q. Why are people turning !T home
schooling? What kind of famity is Hkely
1o want to try it? -

A‘ N o s Tadas a0t
ably dennbod byoahug the pubh
schovis e domg 1 don™ oo to e
Lally condemn publi schoee e 1
Hunk  parents, pracholo Lo ed
SOCTHS S o e IR O P

the break dowa
whatever the reason,

w1 a sithaben

tealizing that thc.
Thon oy parg

teach then choldson .

tarth otented, Thosioe 0 oo
wnder winack ard han e s onn
ot the schoad contnitag s e Thes
want to eopn el o s ey
My bidare oat ot duagps Fare not
st intaadolescenee, ths g e
hiphttul tine of therr fnve Dy want

them home soowe can ey thenn, We
don’t want them offin soic usipanon
tor seven houts a day ™

Many paienls st tocadl theis
Chibdren at home Tor reloo iy seasons
They ~eo the shapeng o0 a0 chabds
channoler et o cHect e v of ket

Marva Coliins, the famous Chicago schoolteacher, says that “the enormous amount

d o

with the schools of

of mail she was iving which exp.

America convinced her that we are sitting on a ‘French Revolution situstion’ in

sducation.™

——
1884, Human Events, Inc., Washington, D.C.




February 6, 1985
Testimony of Richard B, Wolters
HC 01 Box 2 B
Hugoton, Ks., 67951  316-544-2500

RE: House Rills 2008, 2080, and the bill by Rep. David Louis

There are three bills pending on this subject. I support the bill by
Rep., David lLouis.

I have written some specific comments concerning H.,R, 2008, In these
comments I state some objectionable items in that bill. I am submitting
those comments to you in writing for your review, It appears the bill
by Rep. Louis is very acceptable and therefore it would be better to use
it than to amend H.B, 2008 or H.3. 2080,

As T have been praying about and studying this legislation it was revealed
to me that there is a battle going on. The battle is for our children.,

It is 2 spiritual battle., The battle is between God and the devil. It

is not a battle between Home Schoolers and Public Education. It is
important that we recognize this and that we join together seek God's

will and counsel in this matter.

God desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth

(1 Timothy 2:4). God desires children to be brought up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 6:4). He has assigned
this responsibility to parents.

Satan on the other hand is our adversary. He is prowling about like a
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). He would be
delighted to have our children.

In Ephesians 5:15-17 God tells us "Therefore be careful how you walk,
not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time because the
days are evil, So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will
of the Lord is.™

HYow does all this relate to the legislation. A look at our government
and public school system today may give some clues. Presently we have
the best facilities, knowledge, equipment, and technology we have ever
had., At the same time we also perhaps have the worst in attitudes,
behavior, violence in schools, and illiteracy that we have ever had.

I feel that a major contributer to this is the place we have given God
in our system. We no longer acknowledge Him as God and the Bible as

His word in our system. In the name of fairness and to have "separation
of Church and state" we have supposedly tazken a neutral attitude about
God. In doing so we have excluded God completely and in¥ited Satan in
with all his false religions. The Bible says, "He who is not with Me is
against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.” Matthew 12:30.
With our "NEUTRAL! attitude we have set ourselves against God. Should
we wonder then why we are having the problems we do in public schools?

ATTACHMENT 8 2-6-85
House Education Committee
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Why is there such an interest in Home Schools all of a sudden?

I see two reasons, God is stirring in the hearts of parents an awareness
of what the children are being taught and an awareness of what He would
have them to be taught. In obedience to God the parents are responding
and teaching their own children even though it may mean personal
sacrafice or inconvenience, The second reason is that people are
dissatisfied with the public schools and in some cases even fearful

for the physical safety and well being of their children,

We can look at Russia, Nazi Germany, and other communist countries to
gain some wisdom. All of these countries have sought control of the
children and their minds. They have removed them as much as possible
from parents and put them in state schools., They have discouraged and
forbidden Christian religious instruction and taught state ideas and
ideals. Once they had raised a generation of children this way the
state was then in control and did many atrocities, This all fit in
well with Satan's plans and objectives,

The United States and the State of Kansas are no different in the eyes
of Satan than were Russia and Germany. Satan desires our children also.

It is my opinion that the thing Satan desires is legislation that would
hinder and discourage Christian parents and that would grant ever greater
controls into the hands of a state or government that is supposedly
neutral about God., As they are written H,B. 2080 and 2008 have great
potential to be used to discourage and hinder Christian parents.

It is my opinion that God would desire legislation that would allow parents
to do what He has instructed them to do. The legislation would be

such that the parents would have freedom to do things the way it worked
best for them. Rep. David Louis's bill fits this criteria best., It
appears that the large number of Christian parents that have suddenly
begun to teach their own children and the great amount of interest in
private Christian schools is an indicator that God is speaking to His
people and they are obeying. Let®s be wise and fit in with His plans,.

I pray that you will walk as wise men, because the days are evil, and

that you will seek to know the will of God and to do it. Thank yvou
very much for the privilege of meeting with you.



February 6, 1985
Testimony of Richard R, Wolters
HC 01 Bex 2B
Hugoton, Ks. 67951  316-544-2500

RE: House Bill No. 2008

I am a father of four children ages 11, 10, 7, and 3., Since September 1, 1984
my wife and I have been teaching our children at home with a regular

program of instruction that we have obtained from the Hewitt Research
Foundation. Our curriculum includes a half day of study from bocks and

a half day of practical work experiences, The work experiences include

crop and livestock production, gardening, food preservation, mechanics,
carpentry, electrical, home making, service projects, and a variety of

other useful projects,

We are doing this because of several Biblical admonitions to parents to
train a child in the way he should go and to instruct him in the Lord

Jesus Christ. God has also admonished in the Bible not to learn the ways

of the world because they will be a snare to His people., Presently our
public schools strive to be neutral about God. In this quest they have
actually excluded the real God from our schools. In place of true Godliness
the public schools are now teaching another religion called humanism.

We believe that God does not want His children in such a schocl.

We desire a statute that will permit us to do what God has laid on our
hearts to do. House Bill No., 2008 is a good step in this direction,
There are some things that we feel should be worded differently in the
bill. Before I comment on these I would like to make these preparatory

remarks.

1. "Behold children are a gift of the Lord; the fruit of the
womb is a reward," Psalm 127:3. The Lord has given parents
the responsibility for these children and not the state.
Because of this the state should do a1l they can to help
the parents and seek in no way to hinder them.

2., We believe the states interest is to see that its citizens

are literate, It is not the states prerogative to specify
how each citizen becomes literate.

SECTIONS 1 and 2

We are supportive of the content of these sections allowing parents to
instruct their own children,

SECTION #3

Line 0192-0197. We believe that each child should have a program of
instruction., From the wording of this we get the impression that this
will require 1,080 hours of learning experiences similar to that given
in a public school., This is unduly burdensome and 2 hinderance to
families. We must realize that fathers have Jjobs and that mothers have
other household responsibilities and that teaching in the manner of

a public school for 7 hours a day is not realistic.
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With private tutoring and a2 small group the traditional academic subject
requirements can be accomplished in 2 to 3 hours a day. The balance of
our day does involve learning, however, as it is worded the bill places
an undue burden on parents to demonstrate to judges, county attorneys,
and school officials throughout the state that they are complying with
the law, We feel that it should not be a concern of the state how many
hours are spent to accomplish the objective.

Section 3(d) beginning at line 0227 provides for competency testing to
determine if progress is being made in a childs education. This guage
is adequate and it is not necessary to legislate the exact manner in
which this will be accomplished. Our thinking has been unduly influenced
by the way things have been done in the past. Consider for instance
that it has only been 25 years since T went to a country school for
only 160 days & year. There was no kindergarden., I finished eight
grades in seven years, In high school I was in the top 10% of my

class and at Kansas State University I graduated with over a 3.0

crade average in my Junior and Senior year. Much of my education

was received from my mother and father on the family farm at Atwood, Ks.
The point is that I did receive a good education even though some

of it was accomplished in a different way than we do it today.

I would encourage striking out the following words begirning in line 193
thru line 197, Strike "for a period of time which is substantially
equivalent to the period of time public school is maintaned by the
school district in which the home of the child or the private elementary
or secondary school, whichever is applicable, is located;".

Section 3(c)(1l) line 220-223. This is unnecessarily restrictive. It
provides that the instruction will take place only in the private residence
of such child, Some parents send their children to special tutors on 2
regular basis. Sometimes families of like mind gather for special group
sessions in a home or elsewhere. The wording in this section seems to

make unlawful such good and positive practices.

Tines 218 thru 226 are repetitive of lines 46-48 and 192-197 and could
be eliminated without changing the bill any. I would also make the same
comments concerning lines 224-226 that I made concerning lines 192-197.

Section 3(d){(1) and (2). These appear to be the lines that are pertinent
to determine whether the children are being educated or not and which
specify a remedy for those who are not, Perhaps there is a better test
than the one mentioned in the bill.

SECTION 8 Lines 368-387

Learning through doing work projects is one of the most important parts

of ocur school., I believe others also operate in a similar fashion. Lines
383-387 make it questionable that such things could be done while the
public school is in session, This would hinder us from teaching our

children as we feel God would have us to.
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Perhaps it is intended to use this so children will not quit school and
go to work, It is not necessary to have this provision to stop such a
practice, Section 1 has adeguate provisions to prevent this,

We feel that lines 383=387 should be eliminated from the bill,

Thank you very much for your time and your careful consideration. Please
do all you can to enable us to bring our children up as good Christian
citizens, Please understand that homeschooling is distinectively different
from group schooling,

Rl ) 6 wliz.



TESTIMCONY BEFORE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
February 6, 1985

My name is Marti Ahlman., I am from Newton, and represent also my husband,
Al, our six children, Mike and Carol Hastings, and their five children. Together
we comprise Light of Life Christian Academy.

We meet in our individual homes four days z week. On Fridays we meel together
for Care Home viuits, field trips, music, art, physical education, and special pro-
jects, This year we were able to receive pottery lessons from a friend getting a
degree in pottery, bowling lessons from the owner of a bowling alley, and swimming
lessons from the Recreation Center. I'm currently teaching recorder lessons to our
older students,

In November we studied the electoral process and canvassed several neighbor-
hoods to encourage voters to register. We presented a Christmas program to a local
church and the Care Home. Soon we will be learning to start our spring gardens in-
doors from the local greenhouse owners. Weve received many comments about the
respectful behavior and inquisitive minds of our children.

As the highlicht of last year, the children earned encugh money to fund a 2-
day trip to Lawrence and Topeka. We visited the Natural History Museum and the
glassblower®s workshop at K.Us, and visited here at the Capitol and the Governor's
Mansion. After each visit, the children write an entry in a journal, and also
send thank you letters to each place visited.

During the summer, we plan to spend time in nature studies and historical ex-
cursionse.

During the 13 years we have been home schooling, our families have undergons
foundational changes. We are now a team; working, studying, and playing together,
and learning to encourage and support one another’s struggles and achievements.

I taught school for four years.before having a family. But it is now that I
am learning what a quzlity education is, and how to motivate and meet individual
needs, which is the desire of every caring teacher I've met. We're constantly
exploring better ways of teaching and new opportunities for learning.

We urge you to adopt the Bill that will:

2e leave out unaccredited private schools.

b, allow for Standardized Achievement Tests.

c. give us the freedom to expand resources outside the home.

d. allow 1,080 hours to accumulate during the entire year.

e. eliminate any need for local school zuthorities to be inveolved.

We appreciate the precious freedom we've experienced this year because of last
year's court decision. We have not had to be subjected to the examination of local
school authorities with critical attitudes. We ask that you relieve us and others
from the pressures that come from giving local authorities any jurisdiction over a
Home Instruction Program.

We have a wonderful school! Thank you for letting us continue the work
we have begunt

_. ATTACHMENT 9 2~6~85
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~ Testimony for
Kansas House Bill 2008 for the House Education Committee
February 6, 1985

My name is R. J. Tippin and I am representing myself and
my family in support of home instruction as a viable educational
alternative in the state of Kansas.

I support House Bill 2008, but with the following
amendments:

1. Eliminate unaccredited private schools from the bill.
2. Change page 6, line 0216 (D) which allows the state

board of education to require Any information, to read;
child's name and age, and parent's name and address only.

3. Parents of children being homeschooled should have
the option of testing with the Minimum Competency
Assessment or Iowa Basic Skills or California Achievement
or any other specified nationally recognized achievement
test in order to satisfy the state's interest that the
students are progressing in their education.

4. Page 6, beginning at line 0227, subsection (d) brings
a child under local school district jurisdiction when the
child fails to demonstrate satisfactory attainment of
minimum competency. This should be changed to allow for
a one year exemption under advisement. If the exemption
is lost, the child could be placed in either an
accredited or unaccredited school.

5. Page 6, line 0221 allows instruction ONLY IN THE
PRIVATE RESIDENCE. Many parents take the student outside
the home for certain instruction such as physical
education, languages, art, etc., so the residence should
be listed as the primary place of home instruction.

My desire in addressing this committee is to encourage
our state officials to protect the right of parents who choose to
place their children at a top priority and educate them primarily
through the family structure.

The family structure is quickly disintegrating in our
society and along with it goes the value system which has lead to

OFFICE PHONE: 316/947 -3171
HOME PHONE : 316/947-306]
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the success of our nation in the past. With more and more double
income families, and the rapid rise of single parent homes, the
instruction of morals and a stable value system is being turned
over to whoever the children happen to be with during the
majority of their waking hours. This is putting greater and
greater pressure on our public educators to "raise" these
children. But there are those parents that are not giving up
their God given responsibility to choose and guide the education
of their children.

For the state of Kansas not to allow home instruction as
an educational alternative, a giant step toward a totalitarian
society will have been accomplished.

I would like to read a summary of a decision by our
United States Supreme Court in the case of Pierce V. Society of
Sisters which overturned a direct state attack on private
education in the form of a state law reguiring public school
education. The Supreme Court said:

The act of 1922 unreasonably interferes with the liberty
of parents and guardians to direct the upbringing and
education of children under their control....The
fundamental theory of liberty upon which all governments
in this union repose excludes any general power of the
State to standardize its children by forcing them to
accept instruction from public teachers only. The child
is not the mere creature of the State; those who nurture
him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled with
the high duty, to recognize and prepare him for
additional obligations. (For The Children's Sake by Susan
Schaeffer Macaulay)

I want to thank this Committee for the time to testify
and I wish you God's wisdom in your decisions on this most
crucial issue.

Respectfully,

Dr. R. J. Tippin

OFFICE PHONE: 316/947 -3171
HOME PHONE - 316/947-306]
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Allow me to introduce my husband, Kim, and myself. Kim i=
a Captain with Continental Airlines, and we recently mowved back
to Kanzas, where Kim was raised.from California.

lldle have bz2en teaching our children at home for two YEIPrS .
ke returned home from a recent vacation to be served a summo
to appear in court four days later. Additionally, a <«
injunction had been filed zgainst us to immediately enrcll aur
children in = "public or certified private zchool . ™ It
neglected to recoghize that thers are legal non-certified
private =chools. I+ we violated the court arder ;- La facead
imprizonment, State custody of our children, and the po=z=zible
loss of Kim's carser.

il highlw regard our God-given rights=s to raize our
children according to God's lord. Hawving read the Department
of Education's transcripts asdited by Phwylliz Schafly in Child
fbhuse in the FPublic Classroom, and MEA £ Trojan Horse of
American Education, it zzems clear that parantal rights have
sharply eroded in the face of the State's control.

lile2 =trongly urge wour support of the Home Education bill
{HE Z28a33). Additionally , we would oppose the State's control
aover private zcheools by forcing them to comply with legislation

for home =chools., Th= President's Commission oh Education
revealed that Private =z=chools zcored, on the average, two grades
leuels zbowvs Public schools. Ferhaps attention should be

directed toward improwving public school=s first.

ldle would also like the freedom of using standardized tests
AT, lowa Basic SKills, etc.? rather than a  test which i=s
anged according to the State's goals of education.

e would also obiject to  the requirement of any degres
required for a Parent to teach. lde alzo object to a3 =z=et amount
of hours per day of instruction. I sometimes fe=l confined in
m» home in the requirement of six or morse hours per day.

Thank »ou very much for »our attention. lde wowuld welcoms
any dialocgue with »ou.

(=
ch

Sincerely .,

M. & Prs. Kim Jost
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TESTIMONY

i A e
BILL #2008,2080,217

i

Fehrusry &, 15FEE Erucs Dass, Fressidesnt
Teaching Farents Assoocistion

I wholshesrtedly support the concept and freedom of a homs
instruction program. Thess thres bLills addrsss  this lssus.
Howswer, we Ffeel that  the following itsms ars of oreat

imporbancs.

1. It should o

it
-+
]

5 S P o - - s g e B e e B
s Unacorsdited privates schools should nobt be dealit with

nmoa home schooling bill. They should be left  with

¥ L. Therefors CHTIES

e The phrass all other information desired by &
state  bDoscd of s=d hion should be removed sach  btims
i

oy g
S,

4, Standardizsd Achilisvemnsnt Tests 1.2 California

chisvemnsnt Test {CAaTY, Towa Test of Basic Skills, or
bhe  Stanford Schisvemsnt Tesst (58T should be used
instgad of thse Minimum Compstenoy Tsst. The Minimom
Compet s Test was desigrnsd for public school  uss.
D Harold Blackburn has testifisd befors EBEducation
Committess Hearings that & tesht is only walid 1+ it
tests ths gosls and obssctiwves of the instructor. The
goals  and  obsesctives of privats  school and home
sechools  may  not be ths same as the public schools.
Frovigion should also bhe made for testing to be dons by
& dndepsndent tester at the parents sxpsnse.

i The powsr and t should be given to the
State Hoard tead of the lococal school

g o

boards.

=3 Homs Instruction Programs shoold be sllowsd to messt 2
reguirement of 1080 hours in a calendar vesr (F1-87210).

7 The home should be the primary place of instruction. but
not ths only placs. Frovision should bs mads  for
parents to take their children off the premises  for
zpecial instruction.

&. A parent or guardian should be the primary teacher  bDut
mot ths only Dsscher.
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TESTIMONY TO THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
KANSAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTMTIVES

Re: House Bills 2008 and 2080
Micheal Troy Finlay
February 6, 1985

I am a proponant of House Bill 2008 or House Bill 2080
in the sense that they legalize or recognize home and
private education in the state of Kansas. As a follower
of Jesus Christ and as an 2dherent to the principles of
the Bible, I and other Christians are required by God to
"Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he
is old nhe shall not depart from it". (Prov. 22:6). The
vehicles of home and private schools allow us to carry
out that God given responsability.

However, provisions made in House Bills 2008 and 2080

usurp the parents' God-given responsabilities of the
education of their children 2nd lay final authority and
responsability on either the local board of education, an
employee of the locz2l board of education, or the state

board of education. This portion of this legislation is
unacceptable in the eyes of God and in view of the princ-
iples of the Bible: "And fathers, do not provoke your child-

ren to anger, but bring them up in the discioline and inst-

ruction of the Lord." (Ephesians 6:4). '"My son, observe

the commandment of your father, and do not forsake the teach-
ing of your mother." (Proverbs 6:20). God clearly lays the
responsability of education of children on their parents.

When legislation requires parents to yield the responsability
of their childrens' education to the government or yield any
information about that education to the governﬁent, or yield
to an evaluation by the government of the vprogress of this
education, it is placing too much authority and responsability
on the government, thus causing the parents to sin in the eyes
of God.
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Furthermore, it is my recommendation that this Committee take
into consideration House Bill No. 2178, as it is acceptable
in view of the stipulations previously discussed in this

testimony, and submit it to the full House for enactment.



HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

COMCERMNIMG HOUSE BILL Z00g aND OTHER HOME SCHOOLIMNG LEGISLATION

Mr. Chairman and members of this Commitfee:
I am Thomas Bunn, with my wife, Connie, and our four sons; Talon,

Isaac, Caleb and Gavin. We live in Spring Yalley Township, near Canton,

Kanseas.

il

My family believes that home scheooling is the best way to educate
our children. We Know by experience and documented research, that Connie
and 1 are the right teachers for them. We have found home style teaching to
be an exercise in singleness of heart and simplicity of devotion, to
establish their young lives on the principles we love and strive to live L.

et o

111

We desire leqgislation that recognizes home schooling as an as
the s=tate of Kansas® education system, where self determining parents can
achieve academic excellance. We call for legislation that gives home strle
teachers the greatest liberty to exercise academic freedom, choose
instructional methods, curriculum, and the use of whatever honorable
institution or instructor we choose to supplement cur own instruction.

You who represent & constituency that is increasingly aware of the
weaknesses and failures of mass education, must react positively to our
needs. You have the opportunity now, to help rebuild the primacy of the
family in education, where children can have the necessary reinforcement and
example to develope the values their parents live by.

We Know we have been persconally called by our Lord Jesus Christ to
give our sons the best and most effective exposure, the most balanced
instructicn in the values of our Christian heritage. We couple this
gpiritual guidance with the very best tocols and methods available to us. We

-page 1-
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would be wery glad to spend a day just showing »ou what goes on in our home
schocol, and see the variety of experiences and materials and devices
available to our inguisitive sons.

1 know of no better teacher for my sons than their own mother. Ule
are enrolled with the Hewitt-Moore Foundation, guided by their excellant
etaff, and using their completely researched and tested curriculum. But it
is their mother who has my greatest respect. UWe have seen, and have
documented, the progress of a1l our sons as their mother tutors them in each
subject, at their own pace, warmly and constantly encouraging their
creativity and self esteem. Ewen their genetic harmony with us and the
bonding of their infancx makes us potentially their most sensitive and
influential mentors. NMNo public school I Know of, can boast & more common
sense and proven method of educating my four sons. Where could my children
go and have the love of their young life, the bonded nurturer of their wvery
heartbeat, to be the shepherdess of their intellect and vital moral
intensity?

Look to the research and loock to vour own experience and remember
just how great an influence your parents had upon you. Then look to the
problems of public schools and the push by certain organizations to remove
little children from their homes and their parents earlier and earlier in
Tife.

With what Connie and I Know through faith and from experience, and
in our present capability, we would be foolish to do otherwise than what we
do now: and that is to build the self esteem of our sons, to enijoy their
company, and to kKnow the blessing of obedience to our God, as we teach our

children at home.



Testimony of Kerry Hookstra presented before the
Kansas House of Representatives Education
Conmittee on Iebruary 6, 1985.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the House Education Committee:

My name is Kerry Hookstra and I bring you greetings from Scott City, the
birthplace of Kansas. I am a graduate of the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, B.S. in Secondary Education. I also have a B.S. in Ministries
from Platte Valley Bible College, Scottsbluff, Nebraska. I have graduate
hours in education from the Universities of Nebraska, Wyoming and Alaska.

I taught three and one—half'years in public and private schools before
entering the ministry.. I have now served with the Community Christian
Church in Scott City for five years and two months. I am speaking today

in behalf of the SonFlower Christian School. This school has been in
existence for nearly two years with the express purpose of providing a
quality education in a Christian environment. It serves as both a non-
accredited private school and a base for home education. Therefore, I
would speak to you in behalf of both private schools and home schools. I
urge you as legislators to design a bill that gives maximum freedom to pri-
vate and home educators with a minimum of state and local oversight and
entanglement. I believe the attitude and position taken by the public
school administration in Scott City best illustrates my point.

In 1982 when my older son was six years old we chose to have a limited
kindergarten program at home. My wife was the sole feacher. As he apﬁroach—
ed his seventh birthday our conviction that home education was best for him
in the spiritual, mental, physical, emotional and social realms moved us to
further action. We incorporated as a non-accredited private school. In
August of 1983, the local elementary principal called me to determine where
our son would be going to school. In the subsequent friendly conference, I

gave him all the pertinent information about SonFlower Christian School.
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He was satisfied with this and told me he was simply carrying out his
state mandated duty to uphold compulsory attendance laws. Before this
meeting I had been involved in various activities of the public schools.
Since the meeting I have been even more involved. I believe that our ex-
perience in Scott City should serve as an example to public, private and
home educators that we are not a threat to oné another but rather that

our cooperation can serve to better the education received by each child
in the commmity. To further amplify our situation in Scott CitybI give
this information--my wife and I share teaching duties. She teaches most
of the morning classes and I teach afternoons. The church with which I
minister has been supportive of this arrangement. As we established our
school, much support came from public school teachers, former teachers and
former school board members. This support has continued unabated. Now I
want to show you exhibit A in my testimony —-my son, Kip Hookstra, an 8
year old scholar, pianist, wrestler and social leader. He will share from
Psalm 139 (New American Standard Vérsion)‘to close our remarks.

Psalm 139: 13-14: "For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave
me in my mother's warb, I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works,And my soul knows it very well.
Verses 17-18: "How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast
is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand.
When I awake, I am still with Thee.

Verses 23-24: Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my
aﬁxious thoughtsj And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me

in the everlasting way."



To the members of the House Education Committee:

I am faced with the nearly insurmountable task of sharing with you, in two or
three minutes, positions that have taken me three years of study to formulate.

In that time I also want to delineate my support of and objections to the various
bills before this committee. But first I want to thank you for the work and
effort that you have already put into the process of defining and supporting the
home-schooling alternative.

I am convinced that the registration and evaluation of the Home Instruction
Program students should be done by the state board of education rather than by
the local school board in order that the application of this law be uniform and
consistent. If left to the local school boards I fear the assessment of indivi-
dual programs could be inconsistent and arbitrary, as is the case with the inter-
pretation and enforcement of our present law.

I strongly endorse House Bill #2178 introduced by Rep. David Louis. Under this
bill the H.I.P. student would be subject to testing and evaluation while the
H.I.P. parent would be allowed to choose an appropriate curriculum and direct

the education of the student. However, the H.I.P. family would not be required
to submit "....any additional information which the state board of education may
require" as stated in H.B. #2008, nor would the family report to the local school
board.

Under H.B. #2178 the H.I.P. family would submit scores from standardized achieve-
ment tests to the state board of education each year for evaluation. The use of
standardized tests is preferable to using the Minimum Competency Test because:
(a) the M.C.T. was designed specifically for the public school system and is not
used to determine grade levels; (b) The H.I.P. parents could choose a test that
is more compatible with their curriculum; (c) the testing could be done at an
appropriate and convenient time for the H.I.P. student; and (d) it could be dome
at the parents' expense.

Another concern I have is that the law not state that the parents are to be the
"only" teachers and that the home be the "only" place of instruction. Parents
should be the primary instructors in the H.I.P. and the home should be the
primary place of instruction. Parents should be allowed to use other individuals
for special instruction and utilize more appropriate settings for the study of
various subjects. Our public and private schools use all sorts of specialists
for individual subjects, and field trips to important historic and scientific
sites are a regular and valuable part of the curriculum. H.I.P.s should have
this same opportunity.

The proposed bills have stated that the H.I.P. must be in session for a period of
time that is "substantially equivalent to" the public school session. As a home-
schooling parent I strongly recommend that the H.I.P. family be allowed to meet
the 1080-hour requirement in a twelve month period rather than a nine month
period. This allows the flexibility that is inherent in the H.I.P. and still
insures that a reasonable amount of time is spent directly in school activities.
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In Rep. Hassler's bill, H.B. #2080, each H.I.P. student would be considered to be
enrolled in the public school district, which would then receive federal funding
for the enrolled student. If the student is considered enrolled in the school
district then the child is entitled to have access to all the programs, facilities,
and resources of that school system. This is only fair. However, I do not believe
that either the school districts or the H.I.P. families really want this.

The public school system was started in this country to provide the opportunity
for all children to receive an education in order that they might be productive
contributors to our society. The system was not designed as the only educational
option. Now home-schoolers are having to defend their legal right to choose the
educational option that they feel is most appropriate for their children.

Home-schooling is obviously not for everyone. Not all parents have the flexibility
of schedule, the energy, or the desire to teach their children themselves. But for
those who do, that option must be protected and strengthened, not undermined or
destroyed. Our strength as a culture and a nation is, I believe, in large part,

due to our diversity. Let us not destroy that by forcing all our children into the
same mold.

Home-schoolers should not be subject to any more scrutiny or regulation than are
public or private schools. It is unfair and unconstitutional to do so.

The state has a vested interest in making sure that our children can function in
and contribute to our society when they are grown, but that does not mean that the
state should determine all that is taught, or regulate the method in which it is
taught. Most home-schoolers are striving for educational excellence. They should
and must be aided and encouraged in that effort.

Thank you for your comnsideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Larny/ﬁ. Yeagerf//

2318 Charlotte
Wichita, KS 67220
(316) 686-3326
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To Don Crumbaker and Committee Members of the House Education Committe

1. Bills # 2008 & # 2080 contain an implied premise that needs to be
and considered seriously. This premise is that Public Schools can abs

guarentee sucessful student literacy in the three R's, science, and hi

é“f/}.- -—732~3¢ 2¢
b

exposed
olutly

story.

The logical conclusion as stated in both bills is that: Therefore they are

the solution to literacy problems and we lawmakers can impose this sclution on

citizens.
Can you legislate sucessful education in terms of the three R's,
method in application, and historical events? Have previous attempts

even come close?

scientific

done so or

2. I graduated in 79. I could not read many less than difficult books, balance

my checkbook, or write a paper. 1 would call the bank to check the am

ount of

my checking account when I needed to know. It is not that I didn't try. I

remember in senior english my teacher telling me what a great writer

and could be published if only I knew grammar. She did not take the t

1 was

ime to

teach me. She was very concerned that I know Orwell's 1984 and be able to

function in that kind of society. Was she a grammarian or a philosipher?

In "American Studies"” we also were fed a similar line. '"Get all the money you

can from the government now because some day they will run out.” Is there

a new American Dream? 1 often wondered how people 100 years ago got a
money out of the government when there was no deficit spending.

3. I believed my report cards, my counselor, teachers when they told

11 this

me that

I had adequate acedemic skills and was doing adequate and some excellent

schoolwork! I suffered from believing the lie that the system fed me.

I don't think that my diploma was earned academically. I put in my time and

got some taxpayers moneies worth.

4. In 1983 spring I read a book that mentioned "Functional IlliteracyV My

wife to be did also. At the time I was reading all that I could to cure my

unconfessed ignorance. I later found the guts to discuss it with her.

S. TODAY I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT YOU CANNOT LEGISLATE SUCESSFUL EDUCATION.

If you do then you should punish all who peddal education without success.
Who is the Public School accountable to when it fails? Why was I given a diploma?

6. I do take 50% of the blame for not trying like I should have all the time.

2-6-85

I did some of the time but, after four times through Animal Farm in english

classes in highschool my eagerness was depression.
7. The other 50% belongs to the failure of what these two bills offer

Clearly this is not good legislation.

8. There is a difference between having a child in an insitution for 13 years
and giving him a diploma, and directing him through testing to see if he meets

literacy standards. Testing penalizes failure and should be done in schools (on
100's like I was) and diploma giving (as a gift of the school!) is unmeasurable

as a solution.
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Home education is a great way to rei.:ve the tax burden and cut down on
government interfernce in the lives of families. Uncle Sam has less effort to
put out ’ ‘

10. Bill #2080 legislates taxes that will never be used for its intended students.
When private companies do this it is criminal. It is one thing to have left over
budgeted money in the hands of bureaucrats and see them misuse it. It is

another thing to knowingly budget money that will never be spent for its intended
purpose. That is fraudulent use of tax money and would be violating anti-trust
laws if done by private companies. Have you forgot about the''Boston Tea Party"
as my dad would say. Are you trying to legislate collection fo taxes for
services not rendered? This is poor suggessted legislation.

11..0n Bill # 2008 Page 6, line 194-197 and P 9 Sec. 5 line 0308-0312

The time equivilence concept. This time equivilance concept is only valid if
literacy equivilance is also accomplished. If the private or home school

can accomplish more literacy (that is testable) is less time than the public,
should the public have to reduce its time accordingly? 1Is the purpose

for the time spent to make children literate?

12, The issue here is not whether or not some educators can promote student
progress in literacy faster than others. 1If it was the bill would directly
address it rather than imply the premise: Public Schools guarentee sucessful
education and are the final solution when all else fails.

13. The issue is: Who controls families with children. Do Public School Custodians?
Do Parents? Who controled them before Lincoln issued Emancipation Proclatation?
Welfare is a great service to those in need. Who delegates authority for education?
State of Kansas through local school districts or parents. Public School is a

great service of a welfare state to those in need. Not all are in need..

14. Home and Private Educators are not asking for special treatment or tax
revenues to be spent on their educational systems. Theyre asking for a
reasonable space in educational authority. We pay the taxes and make the votes.
15. These people are not the drunken drivers and physical child abusers.

By the way does public’'school prevent bullies from child abuse as well as
Private education does? No Way Hosea!

16. P 10 of #2008 Section 8. This is a double standard. Children in school:
Arrange furniture, put papers on walls, hang art from ceilings, move gym equipment,
clean erasers, cafeteria ‘tables, sweep cafeteria floors, act in plays and skits,
raise and breed animanl and-plants. Please give the Home Schoolers a fair shake

If this standard were applied to schools All of them would be closed YESTERDAY!
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TESTIMONY OF BETTY JONES

HOUSE BILL NO. 2008 and HOUSE BILL NO. 2080

Mr. Chairman and members of this committee, thank you for the opportunity to
testify on the above bills.
| I appear before you today as State Lobbyist for Eagle Forum, Kansas State
Chairman of the National Council of Parent Educators, and as a grandmother and
great-grandmother. As you can see, my interest in education is soundly based.

First, I wanf to commend the Interim Education Committee, the Legislative Re-
search, and the State Board of Education on the hard work done over the past many
months regarding homeschooling. It is apparent they have done their work well in
view of the fact that the Sfate Board of Education and Kansas Association of School
Boards have endorséd home, instruction as a viable alternative to public education.

Second, we are strongly opposed to further intrﬁsion into the non-accredited
private schools. If public education is allowed to intrude into the private school,
they are no 1onger.private.

Some of the provisions in these bills appear to be based on the assumption
that the public schools are more capable to educate than the parents or non-atcredited
private schools, when exactly the opposite seeﬁs to be true. I find no comnsequence
in the law for public school failure. Yet, these bills would require parents to
enroll their children in a public school or accredited private school if they fail
to meet the standards of the Minimum Competency Assessment, a non-standardized test
which changes.yearly énd no one knows who will be the author or his educational
phiiosophy. We urge that the parents be allowed to have their students tested,
at their own expensé, using a nationally recognized, standardized achievement test,

and furnish the results to the Department of Education along with their registration.

In testimony before the Interim Committee June 1, 1984, Dr. Harold Blackburn, Commissioner
of Education, stated that in order to test a students achievement you must have
goals and objectiﬁes set and write the test based on these goals and objectives.

A number of parents are prepared to move from the state if we do not come up
with a palatable homeschool law. Also, there are others out-of-state who are waiting
to move to Kansas if we do pass a good homeschool law. A doctor in Texas, who will
be interning at St. Luke's Hospital, will decide whether to live in Kansas or Missouri
based on their treatment of homeschooling.

In order to comnsider an altermative to public educaﬁion, I think it is most
important to ask "why do we need an alternative?" Aside from the fact that many
law scholars insist the right to choose the education of their children is guaranteed

in the constitution, public education has failed to educate. I have attached a
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number of articles from various sources to point out the failures of public education
which I hope will be of interest to you. If we are to solve the problem we must under-
stand the problem. You will find homeschoolers just as anxious to correct the probems
in public education, but they are not willing to sacrifice their children during the
process. Following are some high points from the attached articles:

1. U. S. study supports charges of decades of flawed education....while federal and
state spending for education has increased dramatically since the 1960s and teacher-
pupil ratios have improved, standardized student test scores have sharply declined
and classroom grades have been inflated..(Washington Times 1/2/84)

2. Herbert London, author, critic and New York University dean, in a new book, WHY
ARE THEY LYING TO OUR CHILDREN, said he found..misguided, misleading or wrong
statements and that pessimism is pervasive in the nation's textbooks and that
America'’s children are be;ng frightened into a profound sense of apathy.

3. A's in freshman year at Harvard. Parents were his teachers on ranch that didn't
even have electricity. (Star 1/22/85)

4. Functionally illiterate...with diploma in hand (New York Times, 1/16/83)

5. Graduate needs interpreter.

6. TIlliteracy - the 'new wave' in education? Robert Schrank, program director of

the Ford Foundation...many fastfood outlets have given up expecting their clerks
to be able to read and understand cash-register keys....letters and numbers have
been replaced with pictures of "hamburgers, cheeseburgers, shakes and fries."

7. Children taken away in tiff over home teaching....It's not the in-home curricu-
lum that's the issue. It's that the state has taken away the kids and is using
them as a tool to force the families to meet their demands. The children were
charged with truancy, and the parents of the three families were jailed for vio-
lating Idaho's compulsory school attendance law. Rep. Robert M. Forrey intro-
duced a bill to drastically change the state's laws regarding home instruction.
Mr. Forrey called the Shippy children "well-disciplined, cheerful, friendly, hard
working kids." The superintendent of the new school where the children now attend
said he wished he had a whole classroom full of these kids. (Washington Times 1/29/85)

Attached is a flyer on the book, CHILD ABUSE IN THE CLASSROOM, which is a complilation
of selected testimonies of hundreds of parents, teachers, and other concerned citizens,
at hearings conducted by the U. S. Department of Education during March 1984. People
ask if these things are going on in Kansas. The answer is yes. In fact, two of the
testimonies are from Kansans - one a teacher who left public school two years ago be-
cause he could no longer stand what he saw happening to our children. He did not leave

because of salary. He took a job earning less money than he was getting.
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by Dr. Raymond Moore

For more than 40 years some of us
have been concerned that most children
are being surrendered by homes to
institutional life before they are
ready--with serious implications for
the children, the family, society,
nation and world. Tn the late 1960's
following a stint at theU.S. Office of
Education, we became convinced that our
children were victims of dangerous
trends toward "early schooling for all".
%We had reasons to be skeptical of claims
of schools for early academic achieve-
ment and socialization simply because
voung children learned so” fast.

Although challenging conventional wisdom
and practice was not at first a pleasant
task, colleagues around the world have
more and more given support to our
research, many reversing historic
positions to do so. This is a synopsis
of our books (the last: HOME GROWN
KIDS, Word, Waco TX, 1981), and chapters
in more than 30 college textbooks in
various languages. By giving our schools
"green grain" for their mills, we make
their task impossible.

Our conclusions are actually quite
old-fashioned. They seem new to some
because they differ largely from, and
often challenge, conventional practice.
Our early childhood research grew ocut
of experiences in the classroom with
children who were misbehaving or not
learning because they were not ready for
the sanctions of formal schooling. We
set out to determine the best ages for
school entrance, concerned first with
academic achievement. Yet more impor-
tant has been the socialization of
young children——which also address
senses, coordination, brain develop-
ment, reason, and social-emotional
aspects of child development. These
conclusions come from our Stanford,

University of Colorado Medical School
and Michigan State and Hewitt investi-
gative teams who did basic research and
analyzed more than 7,000 early child-
hood studies. We offer briefly here our

"conclusions which we would like to have

you check against any sound research
that you know:

Readiness for Learning. Despite
early excitement for school, most early
entrants (ages 4, 5, 6, etc.) are tired
of schcol before they are out of the
third or fourth grades--at about the ages
and levels we found that they should be
starting. Psychologist David Elkind
calls these pressured youngsters
"burned out." They would have been far
better off wherever possible waiting
until ages 8 to 10 to start formal
studies (at home or school) in the second,
third, fourth or fifth grade. They
would then quickly pass early entrants
in learning, behavior and sociability.
Their vision, hearing and other senses
are not ready for continuing formal pro-
grams of learning until at least age 8
or 9. When earlier care is absolutely
necessary, it should be informal, warm
and responsive like a good home, with
a low adult-to-child ratio.

The eyes of most children are

- permanently damaged before age 12.

Neither the maturity of their delicate
central nervous systems nor the
"balancing"” of the hemispheres of their
brains, nor yet the insulation of their
nerve pathways provide a basis for
thoughtful learning before 8 or 9. The
integration of these maturity levels
(IML) comes for most between 8 and 10.

This coincided with the well-
established findings of Jean Piaget and
others that children cannot handle cause-
and-effect reasoning in any consistent
way before late 7's to middle 11's. Anc
the bright child is no exception. So
the 5's and 6's are subjected to dull
Dick and Jane rote learning which tires,
frustrates and ruins motivation, requires




e vaon' e -

little thought, stimulates few "hows”
and "whys." WNet results: frequent
learning failure, delinguency. For
example, little boys trail little girls
about a yeavr in maturity , but are under
the same schcol entrance laws. HEW
figures show that boys are 3 to 1 more
often learning disabled, 3 to 1 delinquent
and 4 to 1 acutely hyperactive. So
unknowing teachers far more often tag
little boys as "naughty" or "dumb."

And the labels frequently follow them
through school.

Socialization. We later became
convinced that little children are
only better taught at home than at
school, but also better sccialized by
parental example and sharing than by
other liftle children. This idea was fed
by many researchers. Among the more
prominent were (1) Cornell's Urie
Bronfenbrenner who found that up to the
sixth grade at least, children who spend
less of their elective time with their
parents than their peers tend to become
peer—dependent; and (2) Stanford's
Albert Bandura whonoted that this
tendency has in recent years moved down
to preschocl levels--which should be
avoided whenever good parenting is
possible. Contrary to common beliefs,
little children are not best socialized
by other kids. We found that socializa-
tion is not neutral. It tends to be
either positive or negative.

not

(1) Positive or altruistic and
principled sociability is firmly linked
with the family--with the quantity and
quality of self-worth. This is in turnm
dependent largely on the track of values
and experience provided by the family
at least until the child can reason
consistently. In other words the child
who works and eats and plays and has his
rest and is read to daily, more with his
parents than with his peers, senses that
he is part of the family corporation--
needed, wanted, depended upon. He is
the one who has the sense of self-worth.
And when he does enter school,
preferably not before 8 to 10, he
usually becomes a social leader. He
knows where he is going, is self-
directed and independent in values and
skills., He largely avoids the dismal
pitfalls and social cancer of peer

dependency. He is the productive
citizen our umation badly needs.

(2) Negative, me-first, sociabilitn
is born from more Peer group associatic.
and fewer meaningiful parental contacts

and responsibility experiences in the
home during the first 8 to 12 years.
exrly peer influence generally brings
ar indifference to family values which
defy parent correction. The child does
not yet consistently understand the "why”
cf parental demands when his peers
replace his parents as his models becauss
he is with them more. So he does what
comes naturally: He adapts to the WaYSs
of his agemates because "everybody'e
deing it," and gives parent values the
back of his little hand. And he

hus few sound values to pass on to the
next generation.

The

So home, wherever possible, is by
far the best nest until at least 8 to 10.
Where there is any reasonable doubt abour
the influence of schools on our children
(morality, ridicule, rivalry, denial of
religious values, etc.) home schools are
usually a highly desirable alternative.
Some 34 states permit them by law under
various conditions. Other states
permit them through court decisions.
Home schools nearly always excel
regular schools in achievement.
Although most of them don't know it,
parents are the best teachers for most
children at least through ages 10 or 12.

1f we are to believe sociologists
Frederick Le Play, J. D. Unwin or Carle
Zimmerman, we must spend more time with
our children in the home, lest our
society like Greece and Rome, is lost.
The conditions are now identical to
theirs. Let's have more loving firm-
ness, less indulgence; more work with you,
fewer toys; more service for others—-
the old, poor, infirm~-and less sports
and amusements; more self-centrol,
patriotism, productivenss and
responsibility--which lead to, and
follow, self-worth as children of God.
Parents and home, undiluted, usually
do this best.

arae




TOLL FREE phone number for ordering: 1-800-528-0559

E' E A ‘ THE FIRST FULL-LENGTH EXPOSE OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
- «km+«Ftx TROJAN HORSE IN AMERICAN EDUCATION

THE FIRST FULL-LENGTH EXPOSE OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

“After you've read it, you'll never be fooled by the educators again!

“All America, and especially its parents, have been searching for the answer to
the question of what's wrong with our public schools. Bits and pieces of the
puzzle have been culled, but no one has been able to put it all together like Sam
Blumenfeld. ‘

“An educational Mafia captured the high ground of American public education
in the late 1800's. By their own words and deeds, Sam Blumenfeld shows how
their carefully orchestrated, partially hidden agenda has deliberately steered
the public schools, its teachers and children down a disaster road to socialism,
secular humanism, radicalism, planned fallure in reading and writing, suf-
focation of Christianity, the trashing of basic values and the establishment of
one of the most powerful and dangerous unions, the National Education .
Association (NEA). :

“The country owes Mr. Blumenfeld a great debt of gratitude for his
courageous work.”

‘WIN

IN
AMERICAN
EDUCATION

W.A. John Johnson, Editor “Daily News Digest”

A ‘Every so often a book is written that can change the thinking of a nation.
Z2 This book is one of them.”
Z

Steve Symms, U.S. Senator, Idaho

7Z24| cure will not come from the experts, it must come from caring and
2| dedicated teachers and parents who will insist on change from peopie
that yield so painfully to change”.

Marva M. Collins, Westside Prep, Chicago

2| “We are still marooning millions of children on overdoses of illiteracy. The
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“The highly publicized report of the National Commission on Excellende
4| in Education said we are a nation at risk — risk from illiteracy. Mr.
Blumenfeld's timely book points out the real risk is educational tyranny.”

- . Dr. Walter E. Wiltiams,
John M. Olin Distinguished Professor of Ecenomics,
George Mason University
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The testimonies prove how federally-funded curric-
ula in the public schools have encouraged children to
commit suicide, to believe that killing, lying, cheating,
and stealing are sometimes okay, to engage in premarital
sex, to have an abortion, to experiment with illegal

gs, to study anti-religious and occult practices con-
uary to their own religion, and to reject their parents’
authority and value system.

These testimonies show how federally-funded cur-
ricula have forced children to fill out questionnaires
which reveal personal information about the children’s
and their family’s attitudes, to write diaries which reveal
their most intimate personal feelings, to play psycholog-
ical games in the classroom which reveal their private
thoughts and attitudes, and to engage in role-playing of
unhappy situations such as getting pregnant, discovering
you have VD, and your parents getting a divorce.

These testimonies prove that federally-fundad cur-
ricula have invaded the privacy of the child and his fami-
ly and have deliberately attempted to change the reli-
gious, moral, and political attitudes of public school
children.

No wonder so many children are emotionally con-
fused, alienated from their parents, detached from
r~ral standards, and are functional illiterates. No

Jer teenage suicide is a national scandal.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

You must read the book for yourself to
feel the power of its authenticity, After you
read just a few pages of this important, news-
worthy, heartbreaking, 450-page book, you
will want to buy hundreds — or thousands —
of copies in order to save the children in your
area from psychological abuse in the class-
room,

This book can be a tool to make sure that
YOUR child is never a victim of child abuse in
the classroom! :

¢ With this book, you will know what
to look for and how to assert your
parental rights.

e With this book, you can stop local
schools from subjecting children to
psychological treatment — unless
their parents give informed consent in
writing.

e Wide distribution of this book can
return our schools to a respect for
parents’ rights and teaching the
basics.

~

Child Abuse in the Classroom is published by Pere
Marquette Press, Alton, Illinois 62002, and is available
for sale in boxes of 40 books per box at the following

prices:

Half Box @ $85.00
1-2 boxes @ $160 per 40-book box
3-12 boxes @ $140 per 40-book box
13-24 boxes @ $120 per 40-book box
25 or more @ 380 per 40-book box

Excerpts from

Official Transcript of Proceedings

PP ——

BEFORE The

.50 DEPARTMENT OF cDOQCATION

In tne Matter of:

PROPOSED REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT

THE PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
SECTION 439 OF THE GFPA

ALSU KNOWH AS THE RATCH AMENODMFNT -~

DATES : MARCH L3, le, 19, 20, 21, 23, .. .+83 1

PLAUE N SEATTLE, PITTSBURGH, KANSAS 17y,
PHOENTX, CONCORD, ORLANDC, WASHINGTON W
<
Edited by PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY

Child Abuse in the Classroom is the most shockirs
non-fiction book published in 1984. It consists of -
highlights of the testimonies of hundreds of parev
teachers, and other concerned citizens at the seven
day Hearings conducted by the U.S. Departmen:
Education during March 1984.

The child abuse described in these Hearings is
physical or sexual abuse, it is psychological abuse. :
media havz given this subject the silent treatment,
vou can read it for yourself in this sensational new bo.



Excerpts from the Official Transcript of Proceedings Before the

U.S. Department of Education

Suicide

The importance of *‘relevance’ in today’s educa-
tion was exemplified by this passage in an 8th grade
English textbook:

““Write a suicide note.”’ (The following is the exam-
ple given in the text.) “I am finally going to do it.
Unemployment drives me crazy. Inflation makes me
angry. The cost of living turns my stomach. Big business
raises the cost of candy and gum. Teachers expect too
much. School takes away my freedom. I can’t communi-
cate with my parents, My parents don’t understand me.
I have said my goodbyes. I fought a good fight, but I
have met defeat.”

That depressing advice was supposed to be “‘rele-
vant,” It was taken from an “‘activity’’ approach to
Basic English, Part 2, published by the New England
School Development Council in Newton, Massachusetts.

Testimony of Anne Pfizenmaier, Page 308

Death

When my daughter was 12 years old, she was given
a questionnaire by her 7th grade Health teacher without
my knowledge or consent. She was asked many personal
questions including being required to give her views
about life after death, She was asked: ‘“What reasons
would motivate you to commit suicide?”’ Five reasons
were listed from which she was expected to choose.

She was given a list of ten ways of dying, including
violent death, and asked to list them in order of ““most
to least preferred.”’ She was asked what should be done
to her if she was terminally ill. Two of the five choices
offered her by the framers of this questionnaire were

mercy killing. .
Y XN restimony of Gail T: Bjork, Page 371

Diaries

Children are keeping diaries which teachers read
daily and comment on, Teachers are being asked to use
this holistic approach under the misconception that
diaries are kept to check grammar and punctuation. A
mother called me to complain about her daughter’s
diary. The child had written that she was angry with her
mother and that she wanted to kill her. The teacher
responded in red ink to this child’s remark in the diary,

saying: “Don’t kill her, just punch her out.”
Testimony of Marcy Meenan, Page 113

Premarital Sex

One of the most objectionable sex questionnaires
was published by the Department of H.E.W. in 1979.
Consider some of the questions deemed to be appro-
priate for “‘all adolescents of junior high age or older,”
even though the materials claim that the questionnaires
have been “‘pre-tested by different groups through the
country.’”” Parents are outraged by such questions as
these on page 155.

“#12. How often do you normally masturbate (play
with yourself sexually)?

#13. How often do you normally engage in light
petting (playing with a girl’s breasts)?

#14. How often do you normaliy ciigage in heavy
petting (playing with a girl’s vagina and the area around
it?7)”

Also, consider these questions on page 150 from the
‘‘Psychological Inventory’’:

“#112. 1 think sexunal activities like hand stimula-
tion and oral sex are pleasurable ways to enjoy sex and
not worry about getting pregnant.

#119. For me, trying out different sexual activities is
an important part of learning about what I enjoy,”’

" ZTestimony of Theresa Todd, Page 222-223

s
-

Killing
We have a daughter, Brooke, who is in the 9th
grade. On February 15, at Clackamas High School, they

showed two movies in the so-called Health class. One
was called ‘“The Right To Live, Who Decides?’’ This

‘movie showed actual actors playing out the “lifeboat

situation,”’ where you have the lifeboat that’s got too
marny people on it and it is going to sink, so therefore,
you have to throw somebody over, so the boat will float
and you save some of the people.

So they go through the values. They say, “Well,
this one’s a doctor, and this one’s handicapped, this
one’s a youth, this one’s a parent, this one’s an attor-
ney.”’ They go through the process of placing a value on
each person. I totally object to that type of situation.
Everybody has a tremendous value in our entire coun-
try. Nobody has more or less value. _

Testimony of Larry Johnson, Page 63

Abortion

As a result of the indoctrination that I received as a
student, I began abusing drugs and became sexually pro-
miscuous. As a result, I became pregnant twice, and
twice aborted my babies, the effects of which are still
evident with me today.

I was applauded by my teachérs for my decision to
abort and encouraged to share my experiences with my
peers. When I was a senior in high school I was living
with my boyfriend. Because of this, I was invited to speak
to. the Marriage Class at my school, and I discussed the
personal and intimate details of that situation.

Today, I have three children to raise, three children
whom I wish to protect from the effects of this type of
teaching, This is my personal mission for testifying
before you today.

Testimony of Kay Fradeneck, Page 163

Magic Circle

The question of the day was, “Who died last in
your family?’’ The little girl’s grandfather had died, and
she was extremely upset. Tell me, how is that child going
to get through the rest of the day after being forced to
play Magic Circle?

Another case involved a little girl who was adopted.
A newspaper article was read to the class, and here is the
question the class discussed. The little girl in the article is
12 years old and she’s pregnant. The class was then com-
pelled to decide what to do. By a class vote, it was decided
that abortion was much better than adoption. The little
girl who was adopted was almost destroyed to nave her
friends feel that she was better off dead than adopted.

Testimony of Jayne Schindler, Page 260

Hating Parents

Here is an exercise used in a high school Health
class in which the teacher taught the normalcy of hating
your parents. At the beginning of the unit, she asked
‘“‘How many of you hate your parents?”’, and about
three students indicated that they did. At the end of her
very effective presentation, she asked the question
again, and all but three students then raised their hands.

Testimony of Ann McClellan, Page 244-245
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U.S. study supports
charges of decades
of flawed education

By George Archibald

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

A Department of Education study to
be released this week will buttress ar-
guments that several decades of school
children, particularly blacks, have re-
ceived an inadequate education because
of faulty teaching methods, despite sky-
rocketing spending increases for public
schools, according to government offi-
cials.

The state-by-state study is expected
to show that while federal and state
spending for education has increased
dramatically since the 1960s and
teacher-pupil ratios have improved,
standardized student test scores have
sharply declined and classroom grades
have been inflated, the officials said.

ﬁ While most government soending ha&‘
Blconcentrated on school systemms wit

«,’ igh numbers of poverty-level and mi
gnority students, the study shows the
L highest drop in verbal and math ability
Pand the greatest increase in college

The study’s statistics also indicate
that some states may have misclassified
handicapped students and other groups
for whom large federal grant programs
are earmarked, the officials noted.

Education Secretary Terrel H. Bell
has withheld the study for more than a
. month. He received the completed ana-
lysis two weeks before the administra-
tion’s national education forum at-

e idropouts to be among blacks, the offi-
ficials reported. PSRRI,

tended by about 2,300 education
policymakers Dec. 6-8 in Indianapolis.

Following a report by The Washing-
ton Times that he had clamped “a lid of
secrecy” on the study, Mr. Bell said in
response to questions at a news confer-
ence that he wanted to verify some stu-
dent test score statistics before he re-
leased the analysis.

But a senior department offlcxai told
The Times that Mr. Bell withheld the
study because he did not want to el%bar-
rass state and local officials and create
undue controversy at the forum.

“The analysis would have destrbyed
the agenda for the meeting,” said’ an-
other administration official. “It blows
out of the water the idea that the more
you spend (on schools), the better the
results.”

vir. Beil wili seqad the study w state
officials tomorrow and release it in
Washington on Thursday, according to
Gary L. Bauer, deputy undersecretary
for planning, budget and evaluation, un-
der whose direction the report was com-
pleted.

The study was sparked by an article
that appeared last spring in American
Education, the department’s official
magazine, according to an administra-
tion analyst. The article, “The Decline
of American Education in the ’60s and
'70s,” was written by Andrew Olden-
quist, an Ohio State Umversxty profes-
SOr.

The approach of the public education
establishment “to school children in

Paul A. Schmick/Washingtes 7
Terrel H. Bell

black slums has been timid an¢
demanding,” Mr. Oldenquist state<.
“We are understandably loathe i .
init we are bringing up large UG .
of children tc be truly stupid, pern
nently so after a certain age, and wor
bringing up some to have characte.s
poor they are incapable of living 1i"
useful to themselves or society,” he sa:
“Like military triage teams who :
aside the wounded who look like ho,
less cases, the educators who pract
social triage fail to insist on the sa:
levels of performance, self-discipl
and hard work that they demand
‘more advantaged’ children,” he not
“But nobody, black or white,
learn how to study, gain self-discipi:
and acquire competencies under
philasophy of education of the *60s .
*70s,” the Ohio State professor wrot:
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By George Archibald

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The court-ordered breakup of three western Idaho
families in a home schooling dispute has provided
momentum for a measure that would make it easier for

parents to educate their children, according to support-

ars of a bill before the Idaho legislature.

Last Thursday, Payette County Judge Bryne E. Beh-
rmann made permanent an earlier order placing the six
children of Samuel and Marquita Shippy of New Plym-
outh in foster homes,

The wave of public resentment over the judge's rul-
ing is pushing the legislature to make a prompt change
in the law, says Gary Wells, news editor of the Daily
Argus Observer in nearby Ontario, Ore., which closely
covers Idaho affairs.

“It's not the in-home curriculum that’s the issue. It’s
that the state has taken away the kids and is using them

Children taken

away in tiff over

home teaching;
bill pushed to

alter state rules

as a tool to force the families to meet their demands,”
he said. ]

The couple’s four sons and two daughters, ages 7 to
15, were placed in foster homes 15 miles apart and the
judge ordered visiting rights limited to two hours each
Sunday. .

The ruling was the latest action in a two-month saga,
which started just before Thanksgiving when Judge
Behrmann jailed Mr. Shippy, his two brothers and their
wives for 21 days for removing their 16 children from
public schools to teach them at home.

The parents, who are members of a religious group
called Followers of Christ, said they believed public
school instruction was inadequate and undermined
Christian values. They said they wanted the children to
receive vocationally oriented education at home.

The families live on a 100-acre dairy farm and oper-

see CHILDREN, page 10A

CHILDRE

From page one a

ate a family-owned land-leveling and irrigation con-
struction business. According to local officials, they
own about $1 million worth of heavy equipment that is
fully paid for.

A bill introduced by state Rep. Robert M. Forrey

would drastically change the state’s laws regarding ..

home instruction. He believes the recent rulings by the
judge have given the bill good prospects of early pas-
sage.

Both the 84-member Idaho House, which is Republi-
can by a margin of 67-17, and the GOP-controlled state
Senate, have been inundated by telephone calls and mail
on the issue, said Rep. Forrey.

He has received commitments from state House and
Senate leaders to move the bill quickly and expects the
measure to pass both houses in time for Gov. Evans to
sign it into law by the end of February.

The bill is ca-sponsored by House Democratic leader
Jim Stoicheff.

In addition to legislative support, the bill already has
been endorsed by the state associations of school

_ boards and school superintendents; Idaho Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Jerry Evans; and state
Attorney General Jim Jones.

- During hearings on the case, New Plymouth School
Superintendent Michael Jacobsen told the court he had
‘visited the farm and found the children were not receiv-
ing home instruction comparable to public school edu-
cation. .

The children were charged with truancy, and the

“It’s not the in-home curriculum
that’s the issue. It’s that the state
“has taken away the kids and is
using them as a tool to force the
Jamilies to meet their demands.”
T Gary Wells, news editor,
o Daily Argus Observer

parents of the three families were jailed for violating
“Idaho's compulsory school attendance law, which allows
“home schooling as long as the instruction is comparable
to public education.
Samuet Shippy refused to return his children to their
foster home after a Christmas visit.

“*-“What is education to a destroyed child?” he asked.
“Unless God stops them, I guess they will try to destroy
them [the children].”’ : ,
On Jan. 11, Judge Behrmann ordered the county
-Sheriff to remove the children from their home. He
-issued his permanent court order last week after Mr.
Shippy refused to agree to local school district
‘requirements governing home instruction.
“It was a high-class kidnapping,” said Mr. Shippy.

-2"They have taken our children until we agreed to do

b

something that would satisfy them or the law was
changed.

“But to do that [ meet authorities’ demands] would be
something like bowing to an idol,” he added. “God will
be with us when we don't make a covenant with them.”

Mr. Forrey called the Shippy children “well-
disciplined, cheerful, friendly, hard-working kids”

“The superintendent of the new school [the children]
are in told me, ‘I wish I had a whole classroom of these
kids! They’ve fallen in love with the Shippys.

The home schooling requirements by the school dis-
trict “were quite rigid and were obviously written to
di§gourage home teaching,” Rep. Larry Craig, R-Idaho,
said. : :

They included demands for “a full description of the

. proposed home-school,” including names and

qualifications of teachers; samples of all instructional
materials; “the schedule of instruction by hour, day and
week;” the method and standards for measuring aca-
demicachievement; and “the methods by which normal
social growth and peer interaction will be provided.”

“I am sure they were written to keep as many chil-
dren in {public] school as possible,” because the amount
of state and federal aid to the district is determined by
attendance, said Rep. Craig. “That had to be a driving
force”

Mr. Forrey said his bill would end the requirement
that home instruction be comparable to public educa-
tion and require parents only to make a good-faith effort
to instruct their children in “the basic skills of reading,
writing, mathematics, and the knowledge of history and
civics.

Judge Behrmann and county prosecutor Dan Cald-
well refused to be interviewed because the case
involved juveniles, aides told The Washington Times.

Dan Adamson, former county prosecutor in
neighboring Jerome County, called the situation “a
bizarre set of circumstances — a case of a very good
citizen getting run over by the system due to his convic-
tions.”
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Dummy
up when
an NEA
SPy fall.s

By BARBARA M. MORRIS

National Educator Columnist

UPLAND, CA — I have been
warning home school parents
to be wary of “researchers”
who bear a super-human list
of credentials and who are
attempting to get the names
of as many home schoolers as
possible on a master com-
puterized list.

There is always the concern
that even with the best of
intentions, computerized lists
can fall into the wrong hands.
Like the government, or the

NEA for example.
At this time there is par-

ticular alarm because the

NEA has done a “study” of
“existing home school laws”
and as a result has urged

adoption of guidelines that
would, in effect, put the edu-

trol of every home school it
could find.

Here is just a sample of how
the NEA wants to control
home schooling:

1. Home school * teachers
would be certified by the

NEA spies afoot

state..
2. “Authorized” petmission

would be required annually
and home schools would have
to comply with curriculum
and health requirements.

+3:'Hdme study would be
monitoved
cation establishment in con- -

mot by local school
persorinel who are ‘“knowl-
edgeable about excellence in
the teaching-learning environ-
ment,”” -

4. Students would have to
“receive regular and thor-
ough instruction in a program
- .'MIORE on Page 4

FROM Page 1
of study comparable to that
taught to students of the same
age in a public school.” This
last item should be enough to
scare the daylights out of
home sehoolers. It is pre-
cisely because parents want
to get away from the “pro-
gram of study” in the govern-
ment schools that parents be-
corne home schoolers.

The NEA also encourages its
state affiliates to do the fol-
lowing:

1. “Develop and/or update
state association policy on
home study in accordance
with these NEA guidelines.”

2. Work for enactment of
home study laws “to empha-
size the protection of students’
rights and excellence in the
quality of education pro-
grams.” (This is a joke, aca-
demically speaking, since the
education establishment has
clearly demonstrated it has
absolutely no idea what aca-
deiric “‘excellence” involves.)
" 2. “Gather information on
home study and disseminate
it to members, locals and the
NEA” (Wouldn’t the NEA
just LOVE to have a list of

names of home schoolers to
simplify this little chere for
them?)

The “‘study’” also exhorts the
NEA to “Encourage efforts
that will publicly point to the
advantdges of public school-
ing for learning, for varied
experiences, and for hwman
growth opportunities.”

Also revealed in the “study”
is that about 10,000 to 20,000
“‘of our school age children”
are currently being taught at
home. (Since when does the
NEA have claim to ‘“‘our”
children and how did the NEA
come up with its figures?
They could only know from
lists held by self-styled home
school leaders or from “‘just
guessing” which is unlikely.)
While the “study” claims
that “Education is a joint
responsiblity of the schools
and the family, it neverthe-
less states that ‘‘The family
should be responsible for any
religious education and the
moral development of its
children.” With this admis-
sion in hand, parents should
demand that the schools
cease and desist, at once, all
values clarification activities

and other assorted indoctrina-
tion techniques that destroy
values tanght by parents and
the church! But we know it’s
just talk on the part of the
NEA. If they stopped the
indoctrination and the values
clarification they would have
to throw out 99 percent of the
curriculum.

Now, more than ever, home
school parents must be wary
of those who exhort them to
“surface.” Maybe the time
will come when that will be
possible. But until compul-
sory attendance and truancy
laws are repealed, or other
laws are enacted which speci-
fically allow home schooling
without interference of the
state, home schoolers would
do well to use their good
common sense in handling
their own specific situation.



'EDITORIAL
ROUTING 5-23-84

TO:

HERBERT LONDON, author of “Why Are They Lying
to our Children?” charges that pessimism is pervasive
in the nation’s texthooks and that America’s children
are being frightened into a profound sense of apathy.

OBVIOUSLY DR. LONDON IS FEARFUL OF
BEING CALLED A "CENSOR". RATHER THAN
RISK THAT; HE WOULD SUBJECT HIS
DAUGHTER TO WHAT.HE CALLS MISGUIDED,
MISLEADING OR WRONG STATEMENTS AND
PERVASIVE PESSIMISM IN THE NATTIONS
TEXTBOOKS. IS IT ANY WONDER OUR
YOUTH ARE NOT ACHIEVING IN THE FIELD

OF ACADEMICS?

ABOUT BOOKS

Review by the
American Library Assn.

Those gloomy textbooks
By Carol Felsenthal to challenge the material.
American Library Assn. This provocative book

WHY ARE THEY LYING TO
OQOUR CHILDREN By Herbert
London. Stein & Day. $15.95.
197 pages.

Herbert London, author,
critic and New York Univer-
sity dean, found his daugh-
ter in tears. He asked her
what was wrong, expecting
to hear about a fight with a
friend or some similar ado-
lescent trauma. Her answer
so shocked him that he
launched the research for
“Why Are They Lying to Our
Children?”

“lI have no future,” she
sobbed. “My teacher said
the ozone layer is going to
be destroyed, ice caps are
going to melt. The world is
going to be destroyed.”

“Didn’t you respond?”
London asked her.

“How can I respond?” she
replied. “It comes right out
of the textbook.”

With that, London took a
close look at her textbook
and at many others used in
U.S. high schools. He found
such “misguided, misleading
or wrong” statements as: 66
percent of the world’s peo-
ple go to bed hungry each
night; and within our life-
time there may be severe
shortages of food, fuel and
water.

London charges that pes-
simism is pervasive in the
nation’s {extbooks and that
America’s children are
being frightened into+a pro-
found sense of apathy.

Texthook writers are, of
course, a product of their
culture. London criticizes
everything from rock music
to newspapers for propagat-
ing the gloomy message that
America is a powder keg
and a land of waning, pollut-
ed resources. “Where is the
reporting of some of the
positive things happening in
American life?” he asks.
“The extension of life

expectancy, the gradual
elimination of viral
disease.”

Such pessimism is, Lon-
don observed, downright un-
American. “We have always
emphasized the optimistic.
That has been idiosyncrati-
cally American. We believe
in the future.”

London is careful to disas-
sociate himself from what
he calls the "“Neanderthal
right,” stressing that he does
not advocate censorship.
Rather he urges parents to
review their children’s text-
books. If they agree with
London, they should arm
their children with questions

" sick,”

should be required reading
for parents, principals and
teachers.

HOW TO RAISE A HEALTHY
CHILD... IN SPMTE OF YOUR
DOCTOR By Or. Robert
Mendelsohn. Contemporary.
$13.95. 262 pages.

Pediatrician Robert
Mendelsohn, author of “Con-
fessions of a Medical
Heretic,” is at it again. This
time his target is his own
specialty. “How to Raise a
Healthy Child... In Spite of
Your Deoctor” will not
please many pediatricians,
but his common sense
advice is sure to please
parents.

“Unless your child dis-
plays evidence of serious
illness, a visit to the pedia-
trician will yield no benefit
but may invite needless
medical intervention that
could make a well child
Mendelsohn writes.
He suggests parents chal-
lenge a pediatrician who
recommends routine “well-
baby” exams.

Even when a child is sick,
Mendelsohn advises, “Medi-
cal attention should be your
last resort.” He claims that
95 percent of childhood
illnesses “will respond to
natural bodily defenses, for-
tified by your own skills,
loving attention and com-
mon sense.” Parents with no
training are better than
pediatricians, he argues,
because they can observe
behavior changes and
appearance — things that
doctors are too busy to
notice. .

Mendelsohn, who has been
practicing for almost 30
years, also makes the bold
claim that “at least 90 per-
cent of the drugs prescribed
by pediatricians are unnec-
essary and a costly risk to
the child who takes them.”

He lambastes medical
schools for teaching next to
nothing about nutrition —
“the most important ele-
ment of diagnosis and
treatment.” Consequently,
doctors “begin their prac-
tice unaware that food aller-
gies are the primary cause
of many childhood
ailments.” So, they pre-
scribe drugs when a change
in diet could cure the

Mendelsohn also
encourages women to have
their babies at home and
opposes mass immunization.

(NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.)

5-23-84



Child Abuse in the Classroom

By HOWARD HURWITZ

One million cases of suspected child
abuse in the United States have pushed
the crime to the top of the odorous pile.
It is so detestable an act that finger-
printing of persons working with chil-
dren in child care has caused scarcely a
ripple of resentment.

A near-secret aspect is child abuse in
the classroom. 1t is the title of a book,
Child Abuse in the Classroom, edited
by Phyllis Schlafly (Pere Marquette
Press, Alton, Ill., 450 pp., $4.95). The
book is composed of excerpts {rom
testimony by parents of school chil-
dren, and others, who are determined
to put bite into the long-dormant Hatch

- Amendment. If this law does not excite
a flicker of interest, know that it has a
potential for turning public schools
around.

Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R.-Utah) has
fent his name to *‘The Protection of
Pupil Rights Amendment’’ that has

been on the books since 1978. Since the

" Department of Education never got

around to putting teeth into *‘Hatch”
through explicit regulations, the law
has languished.

If you are thinking that a book
tapping into public hearings on the
proposed regulations of an amend-
ment to the General Education
Provisions Act can only be a dry
hole, you are in for a shock. This
compilation dwarfs some of the
headlit:es on child abuse stories.

Hearings were held this past spring in
Scattle, Pitisburgh, Kansas City,
Phoenix, Concord, Orlando and Wash-
ington. They were dominated by people

who believe that our children are being-

psychologically abused in public
schools — not that private schools are
off the hook.

The testimony documents charges
that children are being emotionally
alicnated from their parents because of
classroom practices. Their statements
have been cogently edited by Phyllis
Schlafly, who has not changed a word,
and has topped off a first-ratc editing
job with an index of views from abor-
tion to yoga.

Child Abuse in the Classroomi is a dy-
namite-packed repository for public
school critics who believe that their
children are being manipulated by
teachers armed with textbooks, cur-
riculums, teaching guides, visual aids
and ordinary chalk for marking up the
minds of unprotected kids.

In the matter of suicide, for example,
children are encouraged to make their
own decisions. Anne Pfizenmaier, al
the Concord, N.H., hearing quotes an
eighth-grade English textbook, used in
her town, Hingham, Mass.: “*Write a
suicide note.”” The text offers a sammple:
| am finally going to do it.... Big
business raises the cost of candy and
gum. Tcachers expect too much.
School takes away my frecdom. ... My
parents don't understand me. 1 have
said my goodbye. LT

There are the daily diaries required
by wonie teachers, One clnld wrote thid
oo was angry with her mother and

wanted to kill her. ““The teacher
responded in red ink,”” according to
Marcy Meenan, at the Pittsburgh hear-
ing, saying: “Don’t kill her, just punch
her out.”” The teacher may have a sense-
of humor, and may claim further that
she uses the diaries to correct grammar
and punctuation.

Less funny is the gamy questionnaire
reported on by Teresa Todd at the
Phoenix hearing. Deemed to be appro-
priate for ‘‘all adolescents of junior
high age or older’” were such queries as:
“How ofien do you normally mastur-
bate (play with yourself sexually)?.. ...

"How often do you normally engage in

heavy petting (playing with a girl’s
vagina and the area around it)?”’ If citi-
zens concerned with the basic mission
of schools explode when they learn of

this kind of teaching in their schools,
reverberations are understandable.
Parents should know that under ‘“The
Protection of Pupil Rights Amend-
ment”’ (Hatch Act) they have the right
to inspect teaching aids and protest their
use if they find it offensive. Parents
and others who perceive that Judaic-
Christian values are being violated by
behavior-modifiers in schools can im-
press upon principals, superintendents
and school boards that they have had
it, and they’re not going to take it any

_more. o ) LB



Functionally illiterate... vith dipl

by Richard Halteh

When Edward Donohue left
Copiague High School in 1976, he had
a diploma to prove he had graduated,
but he couldn’t read it. He could not
read even a restaurant menu.

After 12 years of public education on
Long island, Mr. Donohue said he was
reading at a second- or third-grade
level.

In January 1977 he and his parents
sued the Copiague Union Free Schools
District for $5 million, charging
“educational malpractice.” The case
was dismissed in State Supreme Court
because the judge could find no legal
precedent for it, and in 1978 the Staie
Court of Appeals threw it out as “a
matter of public policy”—it said the
courts should avoid sitting in judgment
on education.

Mr. Donchue said his functional il-
literacy left him unemployable and
“unable to cope” in the world.

He is married and the father of a
child and is a successfui construction
planner today. “I'm correcting it,” he
says of his reading problem. “I'm going
to a private tutor and studying at
home.”

The 24-year-old Mr. Donohue, who

lives in Lindenhurst, L.l., handles all
construction at the Brunswick
Hospital Center in Amityville, L.l
where he is an adviser to the:ad-
minstrator, Dr. Douglas Stein.

“He’s doing a superb job — superb,”
Dr. Stein says.

“He’s given me some of the most
constructive ideas on cost savings on
construction materials — he's terrific.
Whatever reason it was that kept him
from reading, it has nothing to do with
his innate intelligence. He's terrific. |
haven’t got enough good words to say
about him.”

Once he starts talking about Mr.

oma in hand

Donohue, Dr. Stein finds its hard to
stop.

“You know,” he continues, “in addi-
tion to being a doctor, I've always had
a tremendous liking for construction.
So 1 go around and | say, ‘Eddie, what
do you think we ought to do about it?
He's solved problems that we’ve had
here for years that nobody else was
able to solve; he solved them with no
difficulty. The quality of his work is
also excellent.

“if Ed Donohue had the ability to
read as | do — he couid have built the
World Trade Center.”

—reprinted trom the New York Times, January 16, 1983
issue.

Graduate needs interpreter

Nineteen-year-old David Sanchez, a
U.S. citizen who attended public
schools in Brownsville, Texas, through
the 9th grade, needed an interpreter
when he pleaded guilty to attempted
burglary in December, 1982, because
he had never learned English.

According to his bilingual attorney,

.Joe Castillo, English is necessary for

class participation. And Adoifo Gutier-
rez of the Brownsville school system

A Teenage Perépective

by Cralg Conley

Participating in home education was a
particularly rewarding experience for me in
the sense that i provided me with new
perspectives regarding learning institutions
and their role in one's aquisition of
knowledge.

After | completed the fifth grade, my
family decided to try home schooling. ! did
not attend public school for two years, but
pursued my education through cor-
respondence study and travei, taking
aimost total
education.

| discovered in my years of home study
that it is impossible to separate learning
from living. Everything is a learning ex-
perience. | had once thought that learning
only took place six hours a day in a
classroom. OQOut of school, I found that
lgarning takes place all the time, everywhere.
Sometimes my math lessons took place in
my father's carpentry shop, where |
measured and practiced fractions. Some of
my best English classes were held in
theatres where | watched the performance
of magical classical plays.

Home education helped me realize that
my education is my own responsibility and

gave me the confidencs | needed to pursue ’

knowledge independent of a school at-
mosphere. Coming to this reaiization
helped me in my decision to leave high
school early and attend college. Schoolcan
offer a lot to students, but learning is not
raestricted to a school building.

i have also changed my assessment of
who can teach. In our society, we tend to
‘identify “teachers™ by their credeniials. in-
stitutions of learning frequently place value
on credentials rather than real knowledge
or teaching skill. For example, many gifted
writers and thinkers who influence millions
of people through their work would not be.
allowed to teach in most public high
schools in America because they are not
certified by the state as teachers.

| learned during my participation in home
study that almost everyone can teach you
something if you are curious and open to
learning. | learned much from a six-year-old
boy who taught himself Greek and sat in
awe of a seven-year-old who could sing the

responsibility for my own ”*

opera “Faust” in its entirety. Severai
friends who have taught me much are in
their eighties. They have a weaith of
memories and experiences to share. When
we are together there is no thought of who
is the teacher and who is the pupil. We are
simply individuals sharing with each other
what we know or enjoy.

A limiting factor in our institutionalized
education system is age segregation. When
I attended public school, | spent the majori-
ty- of each day in a classroom with people
exactly my own age. In the course of my
home study experience | got to know
families all across the United States who
were also actively trying to learn in non-
traditional ways. Common interests, rather

than age, formed the basis for our friend-
ships. People of every age are deprived of
learning opportunities when children and
adults are preventedc by the structure of the
schools from spending time together.

Having experienced personaily toth in-
stitutionalized and indepsendent study, |
have found that real learning can take place
anywhere and in some cases is actually in-
hibited by the structure of the very institu-
tions which desire to promots it.

Learning is a lifelong process. | believe
that | have profited by my home schooling
experiance because | no longer separate
learning from living. | no longer assume
that in order to learn | must be formally
taught.

-Butrye
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said students now must take English in
the seventh and eighth grades, through
remedial classes.

However, we wonder with State
District Judge Ted Poe, who said, I
can’t understand how someone can go
through the public school system in
this country and not learn English!”’

Do you suppose this is Brownsville's
idea of “quality education” offered to

chiidern by forcing them into the public
schools?
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illiteracy — the ‘new wave’ in education?

Robert Schrank, program director of
the Ford Foundation, recently inform-
ed a Boston audience that many fast-
food outlets have given up expecting
their clerks to be able to read and
vnderstand cash-register kavs.

Therefore, letters and numbers have
been replaced with piciures of “ham-
burgers, cheeseburgers, shakes and
fries.” Schrank says that there are

young peopie coming out of school
that “can't function in a white collar

world.” He says, “Kids today, looking
for a job at the bank, arrive on roller
skates with a ‘big black box’ playing
music. They are not equipped to work
or socialize in the markeipiace.”
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Education rights war continues

The Maryland Coalition of

Concerned  Parents has
launched a nation-wide ap-
peal to parents, urging them
to preserve their education
rights under the law through
a letter to their local school
board president. On January
4, the Coalition began dis-
sexmnatmg a recommended

text to serve as the basis for

such a letter.

The letter points out -that
under U.S. law based on legis-
lation and court decisions,
parents have the primary re-
sponsibility for their child-
ren’s education, and pupils
have certain rights which the
schools may not-deny. It iden-
tifies 34 categories of contro-
versial classroom. practices
and materials currently in
use throughout the country,
ranging from psychological
and psychiatric testing and
treatment to one-world gov-
ernment or globalism cur-
riculum, personal journals,
and life/death  decision
games. The letter calls for
prior informed and written
parental consent before such
practices and materials can

newly-approved regulations
for the Protection of Pupil
Rights or so-called Hatch
Amendment. The Hatch regu-
lations call for prior parental
consent, and violations could
result in the withdrawal of
federal funds from a school
system or- other contractor

_ determined by the U.S. De-

partment of Education to be
in violation of the law.

In releasing the letter, Coali-
tion Coordinator Malcolm
Lawrence stated:

“Parents throughout the
United States are protesting
against the curricula content
and teaching methods in our
public schools. Their com-

plaints range from objection- .

able propaganda in textbooks,
to invasion of privacy in the
classroom, to disagreement
with the changmg trends in
‘educational philosophy which
are threatening the role of the
family unit and bringing
about a resocialization pro-
cess for their children. Evi-
dence of displeasure with our
schools abounded in the 1984
hearings held in seven cities
by the U.S. Department of

be used with children. Education on regulations for
The recommended letter the Hatch Amendment.
also indicates that many of . ‘‘The time has come for par-

the controversial items cited
are federally funded and are,
therefore, subject to the

ents throughout our country
to insist on their rights, and
we in the Maryland Coalition

Hatch Amendment Defended

urge them to write their local
school board president, who is

_in the best position to estab- -

lish policy. We hope our draft
letter will provide parents
with useful guidance.”

The Maryland Coalition of
Concerned Parents was
formed in 1974 to combat
psychological probings, non-
academic testing, and inva-
sions of privacy of students
and their families by public
schools. The Coalition was a
strong supporter of the Hatch
Amendment, - which became
law on November 2, 1978, and
of its implementing regula-
tions, which became effective
on November 12, 1984. Mal-
colm Lawrence, who was the
Coalition’s founding Coordin-
ator, serves as one of the five
parents’ representatives des-
ignated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education for nego- -
tiations with the education
establishment .on the Hatch
Amendment regulations.
Further information and
recommended text of letter
from parent to local school
board president may be ob-
tained by sending a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to
Malcolm Lawrence, Coordin-
ator, Maryland Coalition of
Concerned Parents, 3807 Tay-
lor Street, Chevy Chase, MD
20815. Tel. (301) 652-4962.

o

Please let me dispel the two concerns
of Georgiana Warner of Stowe, Pa..
expressed in her letter “*Weak Spots in
Haich Amendment’ carried in Con-
servaitve Forum on December 15.

The Protection of Pupil Rights, or
Haiwch Amendment, for which final

- regulations took effect on Novem-
ber 12, states that no student shall be
required to submit without prior con-
sent to psychiatric and/or psychologi-
cal examination, testing, or treatment
in which the primary purpose is 10 re-
veal information concerning one or
more of seven specific sensitive cate-
gories (see HUMAN EVENTS, Nov. 10,
1984).

Mrs. Warner’s first problem is with
the words “*primary purpose,’”” on the
grounds that a teacher could surround
offensive questions with numerous in-
nocent, harmless questions and thereby
make it difficult for a parent to prove
that the teacher’s primary purpose was
to gather improper information on the
student or his family.

The “‘primary purpose’ phrase in
the Hatch Amendment is not directed
al classroom teacher intentions or
whole programs and tests. It applies 10
any portion of ‘‘examination, testing,
or treatment.”’

Thus, for example, if only six ques-
tions out of a hundred relate 1o political
affiliation, mental and psychological
problems, or one of the other sensitrve
areas, then prior informed written con-
sent of the parents would be required
before the students could be asked such
quesuons The same would b; true for

plies to any malterial or practice de-

signed to reveal sensitive information. |

The intent of the legislation was
made clear by the following statements
of Senators Orrin Hatch (R.-Utah) and
S. 1. Hayakawa (R.-Calif.) on the floor
of the Senate, Aug. 23, 1978:

Haich: ““What I am concerned with,
as are my colleagues who have co-
sponsored the parental consent amend-
ment, is nol the monitoring of basic
education, but of the behavior probing,
the psychiatric games that are being
played with many of our children. Cer-
tainly, if a case is to be made for psychi-
atric or behavior-probing tests, games

.and surveys currently being conducted

in many elementary and secondary
schools, then those who favor such so-
called innovative tests should not be shy
in welcoming the explicit input of
parents.”

Hayakawa: “‘I just want to say that
the popular psychology of today is the
root of so much of this attitudinal
testing, role playing, psychological
games that go oq in the classroom that
have no academic significance whatso-
ever; therefore, to limit those instances
of their use to places where parents
have given their consent seems 10 me to
be a very, very wise measure.”’

Mrs. Warner’s other concermr was
that a complaint must be filed by a
parent {or guardian). She wrote,
*‘Oftentimes, parents experiencing
serious difficulty because of a school
sitlualion are too embarrassed, too
intimidated, or feel inadequaie in
various ways 1o file an effective but
jusufied complamit.”’

Sichoan areument is an unfannded

myth perpetuated by the education
establishment 1o scare off formal com-
plaints against classroom materials and
teaching practices. Any parents worth
their salt would not hesitate to protect
and defend family and children. The
parental complaint procedure is actu-
ally the strongest weapon in the Hatch
regulations. How else could the Depart-
ment of Education verify a complaint if
parenis could not or wouid not cite the
time, place and other details of infrac-
tions?

Mrs. Warner closed her letter with
the question, ““Why cannot a parent
support group come 10 the aid of troub-
ed school parents?”

?

s+ The answer is that support groups

fcan and will help parents. One such
group has already been established.
Parents are urged to contact Eagle
Forum’s Parents’- Advisory Center, 68
Fairmount, Alton, Ill. 62002, {618)
462-5415, for assistance in making a .
cvomplaint under the Haich Amend-
menl regulations.

I heartily commend Georgiana War-
ner for bringing the new regulations 1o
the attention of her local school board
members and hope that other parents
throughout the country will do like-
wise. Only by spreading the word can
we notify teachers, admir istrators,
parents and students about this most
significant piece of legislation, which
has now become the law of the iand
complete with implementing regula-
tions.

—Malc. v Lunrence

Coordinator, Maryland Coalition of

Concerned Parent. cn i .vacy Rights
in Public Schools
oo O o R



Bobo Plans to Run Away

To Grandma’s,” said Bobo. . L
1 don't think Grandma woukd let Bebomy' Where
would she sleep? There's only one bedroom. T-bet
Bobo wants to go there because Grandma has a color
TV and we don't, That's not fair. 1 hope they won't.
let her,
Mommy came in to run our bach. ° mbhle, pme,

ACTUALLY, THIS BOOK

WAS GIVEN A SECOND

, g ____~___>__

GRADER FROM THE SOM-

or regular?”’ she said.
“Reg," said Bobo. E P
Bobo never likes bubble anymore. She uwd to. |
can only have a bubble now if I have it by myself
"Will he have a bath with us if he’s 2 boy’ 1 asked
Bobo when we were in the bath. K
“"Maybe.” ,
"Then he might put his ;‘vzems in our mgma, i
said. "That's what boys do.”
“They don't do that till they re much muc%a older,”
Bobo said. i b
“Sailie Cartwell says her brother doegz, it right pow .,
and he's four.” _
“The people in your class are crazy,” Bobo said,
She began to wash her ears with the fish sponge: :Sizéf .
saysit's a fish. Tome it looks more likeamurdle, 7 ' f

SERSET SCHOOL LIBRARY

IN THE SHAWNEE MISSION

SCHOOL DISTRICT. THE

STUDENT TOOK IT TO

HIS MOTHER TO EXPLAIN

BECAUSE HE DID NOT

UNDERSTAND 1IT.

_
DON'T BLAME US IF YOU ARE UPSET ABOUT THE WORDS IN THIS
IBOOK — it is a book brought homs by a second-grader from the school
fibrary in the Kansas City, Kansss, area. We didn't put that book in the
library, but we know this is typical of many of the books for youngsr
children which have been shown 10 us in various parts of the nation. In this
case the parents took this child out of the public school and put him into a

private school. We debated about printing this in our paper, but we know
most parents will not balieve thesa books are available to their children. For
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STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION FEB 4 1985
Position on HB 2008, HB 2080, and SB 54

During the State Advisory Council for Special Education Conference call
meeting, January 31, 1985, three 1985 legislative bills were discussed and
positions were taken by the Council. These bills were House Bills 2008
and companion bill HB 2080 on Hame Schooling and SB 54 on the authority to
pay general equalization money for 3 and 4 year old handicapped students.
The following position resolutions were adopted by the Council:

1) HB 2008; HB 2080 - (Home Schooling)
The Council voted unanimously that Exceptional Children (both handicapped
and gifted) be excluded from the Hame Schooling bills. The basis for this
position was the following:

(a) All exceptional children by mandate must be provided an appropriate
education in the Least Restrictive Environment. Hame Schooling could not
provide the necessary special training, special equipment, or support services
necessary. It is unlikely that the Tndividual Education Plan could be properly
developed in this setting. Should the parents petition for these extra sexrvices,
it would be a great duplication of professional time and much additional expense
to the Local Education Agencies to provide these services.

(b) The hame is the most restrictive of all instructional settings and to
pramote this educational setting for any handicapped or gifted child would be
in violation of state and federal philosophy of providing education in the
Least Restrictive Environment.

(2) SB. 54.

The Special Education Advisory Council has already gone on record as
supporting a mandate for preschool education fram birth to kindergarten. This
bill would help carry out this philological position of the Council. This
Advisory Council supports Senate Bill 54 for inclusion of 3-4 year olds to
be counted as a part in equalization funds. They are also in support of the
Governor's budget for providing funding for 4 year olds and to be counted

under the equalization formula.

ATTACHMENT 21 2-6-85
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Testimony on HB 2008, 2080, and 2178
before the
House Education Committee

by
Kevin Werick
502 N. 4th Street
St. Mar&s, Kansas 66536

February 6, 1985

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, we appreciate the opportunity
to appear before you today and offer testimony oﬁ HB 2008, 2080, and 2178.
On behalf of a group of 33 families in Pottawatomie and Wabaunsee counties,
I have been asked to testify in general support of legislation to authorize
home schooling in Kansas, and in specific support of HB 2178, which we
believe offers the fairest, simplest, and most practical measures tc place
home schooling in Kansas on an effecti&e legal foundation.

I'm sure it does not surprise you that most of the families for whom
I speak are reluctant to declare their positions in writing due to their
fear of harassment by the SRS. Therefore, in order that home schoolers
might come out of their closets, raise their shades, and unlock their doors,
we urge you to report your final version of HB 2178 favorably to include
the following provisions: |

(1) A simple registration procedure with the State Board of Education.
The information required should be specific and minimal, and definitely
not open-ended, |

(2) A fair testing procedure which allows students to take standardized
achievement tests and submit the scores to the State Board annually for
evaluation. We support "maximum" competency testing to encourage our

children to do as well as possible.

ATTACHMENT 22 2-6-85
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(3) Authorization to teach our children outside, as well as inside,
the home, thereby providing for field trips, off-site classes in the arts,
physical training, visits to the library, etc.

(4) Maintenance of the status quo with regard to private schools,
in order to avoid any constitutional questions in the areas of freedom
of religion and equal protection under the law. We want to retain our
freedom to send our children to the schools of our choice. In many areas
of Kansas, if a child were forced to attend an "accredited" school, he
would have to attend the local public schqol —— regardless of any other
considerations.

(5) Flexibility in setting the starting and ending dates of the
school year, at least to the same degree as enjoyed by each local USD.

(6) Monitoring of any home school program at the state level, rather
than at the local level. We feel that most local districts would be less
than eager to be required to supervise a widely dispersed number of home
schools. Such a requirement would prove too expensive in terms of time
and money. On the other hand, most home schoolers would probably be
willing to voluntarily seek and pay for services (e.g., special training
and facilities) offered by a local public or private school. The State
Board can establish uniform procedures to deal with home schooling
exemptions, and it”should have the latitude to consider a variety of
factors influencing the performance of home schoolers in a variety of

circumstances.,
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In conclusion, we respectfully urge you to authorize a home school option
for Kansas in as simple a manner as possible. Many states have already
discovered that most parents who decide to teach their children at home
do a creditable job. Most parents, though, will still be happy to send
their children off to school each day. And of the parents who choose the
home school option, the majority will teach only the elementary grades
where they will be most effective, As has been the case in other states,
we do not envision home schooling causing any significant problems in
Kansas, |

But please let's mot cross our bridges before we come to them. Let
home schoolers show what they can dq before we try to make them expensive
 satellites of the public school systém, Let their perforﬁance determine
the need (if any) for more restrictive legislation. The vast majority of
home schools are provided by loving, concerned, dedicated parents who
enjoy teaching and working with their children.

Finally, results are what count; and we are confident that if you

can give home schoolers a little free rein, you'll be pleasantly

surprised at those results,



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2178

February 6, 1985

Bonnie Sawver

Spring Hill, KS

KANSANS FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION

Mr. Chairman and Committee members:

1 urge yvour support cf House Bill 217&. Tt recognizes home instructicn programs

as z legal option to compulsorv school attendance, vet provides accountebility through

1

[oH)

testing. It recogrizes the parent's right to determine 2 child's education, vet offers
assurances that the child is indeed being educated. It is by far the most ecguitable
cf the proposed bills.

House Bill 2178 includes three essentiale that any bill must contain to have the

support c¢f home schoolers.
1. EHouse Bill 2178 is uninvelved, clear-cut, and specific. We cannot support

a bill which does not clearly state all that will be required of us. The other bills

3,

permit the State Board to ask for any additicnal information. Additioneal rules an
regulations are asllewed. It is unclear what the consultation and counseling mandated
in these bills could involve. Many parents would have religicus and personel objections.
However, failure to comply carries the penaltv of losing yecur exemption. FEouse Bill
2178 specifies what information is to be registered with the State Board, how many
hours are required during the year, where instruction can take place, and under who's
supervision.

2. House Bill 2178 provides for accountability, with supervision cf home in-
struction programe at the state level. Supervision must remain on the state level for

evaluation of home instructed students to remasin consistent. What constituted

satisfactory progress could vary on the local level from schoel board to scheel board.
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Assurances that the home schooled student is progressing well are provided by
submitting standardized achievement test scores. This gives a better indication of
overall progress than the MCA, which covers only two areas of learning. Also, House
Bill 2178 permits parents to furnish any information relevant to the pupil's progress
for consideration by the State Board. This is not only important, but necessary if
they are to accurately assess the student's progress. The MCA is specifically designed
to evaluate public school methods and programs and is therefore, not the best indicator
for home school programs. As Dr. Blackburn pointed out in his written report to the
Interim Education Committee in June, 1984: "Evaluating a home school should not be
driven solely by the need for comparison....a program is first and foremost evaluated on
its own characteristics."”

3. FEouse Bill 2178 leaves unaccredited private schools as an option co-equal
with accredited schools. There has been no evidence presented that unaccredited
private schoels are not fulfilling their obligation to educate the children enrolled
in their schools. The only facts that have been presented are that the state does not
have all the information it would like about the unaccredited private schocls. This
does not justify new rules and regulation. Private education already have testing
prograns for evaluation, a designated person to report truancy, and administrative
bodies to oversee and manage the schocls. Parents are not going tc pay for private
education if their children are not learning and making satisfactory progress. We
2lso find it unacceptable that should unsatisfactory progress be made in a home schooling
situation, we've lost our option to emnroll the child in an unaccredited private school.
The supposition that if a student does not progress sufficiently in one unaccredited
school then no unaccredited private scool could meet the child's needs does not follow
logic or reason.

In short, committee members, we want the simplest ahd most uncemplicated bill
possible. If home instruction students are included on public schoel rolls, then

what would the state be obligated to provide the home school. This only further



intangles the public and home schools.

Something the public and home schoocls are not
prepared for and at this time do not want.

Again I urge your support of House Bill 2178 as the best alternative.

It recog-
nized the parent's rights and legalizes home instruction programs, vet provides for

accountability tc the State Board of Education.

KANSAXS FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
Bonnie Sawver
19985 Renner Road

Spring Hill, Kansas 660F
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