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MINUTES OF THE __HOUSE  COMMITTEE ON ___JUDICIARY

The meeting was called to order by REPRESENTATIVE JOE KNOPP at

Chairperson

_3:30  %%X¥p.m. on February 138 19.85in room _526=8 __ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Representatives Douville and Duncan were excused.
Committee staff present:

Jerry Donaldson, Legislative Research Department

Mike Heim, Legislative Research Department

Mary Ann Torrence, Revisor of Statute's Office-Excused
Becca Conrad, Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Captain Ron Jackson, Overland Park Kansas Police Department
Lee Nusser, District Magistrate Judge from St. John
Marjorie Van Buren, Judicial Administrator's Office

Verle Swenson, District Magistrate Judge from Alma
Representative Gene Shore

HB 2260 - Concerning criminal procedure; relating to jurisdiction of certain law
enforcement officers.

Captain Ron Jackson, Overland Park, Kansas, Police Department, spoke in support of
HB 2260. See Attachment No. 1.

Captain Jackson said the type of warrants they issue are for traffic, failure to
appear in other counties where the residents live and also felony warrants from other
counties. He said that if they call for assistance from one of these other counties,
by the time the assistance gets there the person who they were trying to issue an
arrest warrant on had left.

Representative Vancrum said it was fine to make their jurisdiction statewide but he
specifically wanted the restriction in lines 64-66 to make sure that law enforcement
officers in any jurisdiction can go into the jurisdictions on a case.

HB 2162 - Concerning district magistrate judges.

Lee Nusser, District Magistrate Judge from St. John, testified in opposition to HB 2162.
He stated that this bill in its present form requires the magistrate judges to run for
election district-wide. He said this was contrary to the present law which requires

that magistrates stand for election or retention in the county where the magistrate
resides. Although they are occasionally assigned to go into another county, it is not
on a regular basis. He said they do not have the authority to move about on their

own free will. Because he has not been assigned to work in each county which he must run
for election in, he only has recognition in part of those counties. He said the economics
of running for election in all counties instead of just the one they work in is totally
unreasonable and they don't feel this bill is in the best interest of the judicial
system.

Marjorie Van Buren, Judicial Administrator's Office, spoke in opposition to the bill.
She presented a map of the district which is Attachment No. 2. She stated that the
law requires there be a judge in every county. In order to utilize the judges most
effectively, they are assigned to places where they are needed within the district,
and across district lines. She said the case management system here in Kansas is
probably the best in the country. In order to keep meeting the time standards and
keeping the case management system at this level, they need to be able to move judges
to other districts.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for
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Verle Swenson, District Magistrate Judge from Alma, Kansas, also spoke in opposition
of HB 2162. His testimony is shown in Attachment No. 3.

Representative Gene Shore spoke in opposition to HB 2162 stating that the people in
his judicial district would like to have some control over who their magistrate judge
is. He said Liberal, which is in their judicial district, has half of the total
population of the six counties in the judicial district. He said the magistrate
judge's primary respomnsibility is the county where he is elected and they would like
to keep it that way.

Representative Bideau spoke in favor of this bill. He said that this bill came about
because of a local problem. He said the voters of the counties should be entitled

to vote on judges in their judicial districts where they routinely come in and hear
their cases. An alternative would be to go back and limit a magistrate judge to

the jurisdiction within that home county. He said there is no other official in

the State of Kansas who has jurisdiction to exercise control over citizens and

those citizens have no power to vote or do anything about it.

Representative Solbach brought out the point that the people have an opportunity to
vote upon the policy of assigning a judge and Representative Bideau agreed, but said
they do not have the opportunity to vote on the performance of the individual.

Representative Solbach felt there should be another way to resolve the problem.

HB 2203 - Amending the uniform controlled substances act; relating to penalties
for certain sales to minors.

Representative Bideau said this bill makes it a class D felony to distribute drugs

to a minor. He said under the current drug laws, for a felony conviction to be
obtained on all but the opiates and cocaine, sale has to be proven. Currently

what is called distribution is only a misdemeanor for all drugs except the opiates
and cocaines. He said this makes distribution to a minor, ie. a gift or distribution
where you can't prove an exchange of cash, a class D felony. A sale is now a class

C felony. He said the only area there might be a problem in is when an adult gives
drugs to a minor, which is a felony.

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
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GOOD AFTERNOON, MR. CHARIMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE.

I AM CAPTAIN RONALD JACKSON OF THE OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS POLICE
DEPARTMENT. - I AM HERE TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2260.

POLICE OFFICERS OF URBAN CITIES NEED THE CAPABILITY OF EXECUTING
VALID ARREST WARRANTS OUTSIDE THEIR CITY LIMITS WITHOUT OBLIGATING
TIME, MANPOWER, AND EQUIPMENT OF THAT PARTICIULAR JURISDICTION.

MANY TIMES THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE THE AVAILABLE MANPOWER
TO EXECUTE THE WARRANT FOR US. [IF WE GO INTO MERRIAM, PRAIRIE VILLAGE,
MISSION, OR OTHER CITIES, OFFICERS AT TIMES ARE INVOLVED WITH

THEIR OWN CITY’S PROBLEMS AND ARE NOT IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO

ASSIST. THIS SITUATION CREATES DELAYS AND THE POTENTIAL DISAPPEARANCE

OF OUR SUSPECT.

THIS BILL AS PROPOSED IS SUPPORTED BY THE CITY AND THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT OF OVERLAND PARK.

IF I AM NOT BEING PRESUMPTUOUS, I WOULD REQUEST YOUR CONSIDERATION
FOR THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT TO THIS BILL.

Attachment No. 1
House Judiciary

February 18, 1985
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AMEND SECTION 4, LINE 0069 and LINE 0070 TO READ:

WITHIN THE STATE OF KANSAS WHEN EXECUTING A VALID
ARREST WARRANT TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO EXECUTE
SUCH WARRANT.

THIS AMENDMENT THEN WOULD ALLOW POLICE OFFICERS IN JOHNSON COUNTY TO
EXECUTE A VALID ARREST WARRANT IN WYANDOTTE COUNTY OR ANY OTHER
COUNTY WITHIN THE STATE.

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ATTENTION, AND IF MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, I WOULD BE GLAD TO ANSWER THEM.
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