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Date
MINUTES OF THE _House  COMMITTEE ON Transportation
The meeting was called to order by Representative Rex Crowell at
Chairperson
—1:30 _=¥x/p.m. on March 18 1985 in room _219=5 _ ¢f the Capitol.
All members were present except: Representative Norman Justice, excused.

Committee staff present:

Hank Avila, Legislative Research Department
Fred Carman, Office of the Revisor of Statutes
Donna Mulligan, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Senator Joe Norvell

Senator Roy Ehrlich

Mr. Kelly Wendelyn, Chanute, Kansas

Mr. John Smith, Kansas Motor Vehicle Department
Captain Don Pickert, Kansas Highway Patrol

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rex Crowell and the first
order of business was a hearing on SB-151 relating to speed limits on
highways.

Senator Joe Norvell, a sponsor of the bill, briefed the Committee on
its contents. He said that SB-151 is a "triggering device" which would
increase the speed limit to 65 miles per hour on interstate highways
and 60 miles per hour on all other highways in the event the United
States Congress establishes a maximum speed limit great enough to acco-
modate such speeds or removes limitations entirely.

The hearing on SB-151 was ended.
The next order of business was a hearing on SB-52 concerning the damage
threshold which requires the driver of a motor vehicle involved in an

accident to give notice to the police.

Senator Roy Ehrlich, sponsor of the bill, briefed the Committee on its
contents.

Mr. Kelly Wendelyn of Chanute testified in support of SB-151. (See Attach-
ment 1)

The hearing on SB-151 was concluded.
The meeting was recessed from 2:00 to 2:25 p.m.

The hearing on SB-52 resumed. Mr. John Smith of the Motor Vehicle De-
partment testified in opposition to the bill.

Captain Don Pickert of the Kansas Highway Patrol, appeared in support of
SB_52. (See Attachment 2) He said the Patrol supports raising the report-
ing requirement in accidents involving only property damage from $300

to $1,000, as the advanced figure is more realistic in today's economy.

The hearing on SB-52 was concluded.

Chairman Crowell appointed a subcommittee consisting of Representatives
Spaniol as chairman, Erne and Snowbarger to study SB-52.

Chairman Crowell appointed a subcommittee to study SB-118 consisting of
Representatives Knopp as chairman, Patrick, Adam, Moomaw and Campbell.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein haw!
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for Re Crowe 11 4 Chalrman
editing or corrections. Page 1 Of _l_
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A Sunday Chronicle-Herald

Augusta, Ga., Sunday Morning, October 3, 1976

/0 m.p.h. pegged as comfortable highway speed

SAN DIEGO (UPI) — Drivers in
late model cars without speedometers
to nag them about speeding are most
comfortable traveling about 70 miles
an hour on the highway, accarding to
student safety researchers.

The conclusion was reached in a re-
search project carried out by students
at Texas A & M University.

“The experiment clearly demon-
strates that the average comfortable
speed is well above the existing nation-
al speed limit of 55 miles per hour,”
said Dr. Ronald S. Morris of Texas A
& M. when he presented a paper on the
experiment at a meeting here of the
SAFE Associztion, an organization of
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safety equipment researchers, manu-
facturers and users.

““The analysis of our data resulted
in an overall mean comfortable speed
of 69.94 m.p.h. with a standard devia-
tion of 4.425 m.p.h. From this it is rea-
sonable to conclude that the probabili-
ty that the entire population’s comfort-
able speed is 55 m.p.h. is essentially
zero.”

Morris, also secretary of the asso-
ciation,” said 18 volunteer students
drove both viays over an isolated seg-
ment of Interstate 30 west of Texar-
kana, Tex., during dayvlight hours when
weather was dry and sunny.

The students used a 1970 Datsun
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reduction thereof, and it is
this we have to thank.”

of the list. Reduction in travel

240Z, a 1973 Ford Torino station wagon
and a 1973 GMC Sports Van selected to
represent the range of commercially
available passenger vehicles.

In each vehicle, the speedometer
was masked. Road speeds were logged
with a special speed recorder placed in
the rear seuts and camouflaged so
drivers did not know speed was being
measured.

Each was instructed to “‘find a
speed which is comfortable to you and
maintain it,”" Morris said. As to pur-
pose, the student volunteers were told
only that the experiment was “intend-
ed to measure various human factors
associated with driving.”

- ol ) '
veE MBI E E‘E,g'gg.g't,‘:g
o o =] 2 8~S g amo E
=g o % g Lo 3 9g

_...EO 4-1K=] 2‘.:-."—"_,(“0

- —_ ,EED OB Tw 2
P o oo P = g5Ex
W G 3 _.Ex< oS A

> [ ™ Kol = ©
oe Q SOSE ,uev
= =] o =0k = o=
Q - - g = — = o
&"'; . 8 . %3 éub o =

«:-5"8 LJEQ‘ g BT ERAE2
AT Seg . A SOEH5: ~S=

veePaow SHoeT I e
EEZSSE 5 ab @ wiEE
3:~—t‘::oa.5 go‘é‘é‘-“g ET 27
o E o § T O o o <
—CEMud S SSREBET

> = e < o>, )
2SESESES<Y_F5ESEy

SwT ';::E»-g.a SR EmAanScC

g -4

Morris said he and graduate student
Charles H. Berry Jr. theorized. in set-
ting up the experiment, that any driver
desiring '‘to remain legal” when the
gap between comfortable speed and le-
gal speed is wide would be ‘‘continual-
ly required t6 adjust his vehicle speed
by throttle changes'' and keep any eye
on the speedometer.

“The net effect of this mismatch
then will be increased control effort by
the driver and consequently increased

-fatigue,” he said. ‘‘Further, any relax-

ation of constant vigilance by the driv-
er will resnlt in a-tendency to return to
the comfortable speed."”

The experiment showed differences
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in comfortable speeds for each vehicle
with “‘mean’’ velocities of 66 miles an
hour for the station wagon, 70 miles an
hour for the sports car and 77 miles an
hour for the van.

“The comfortable spee demon-
strates that if the present speed limit
of 55 m.p.h. is to be continued, further
research is needed in the areas of vehi-
cle and roadway design to establish a
more acceptable interface between in-
herent vehicle characteristics and le-
gal speed limits,"" Morris concluded.

“If the difference between the com-
fortable speed and the legal speed is
large, the driver is placed in a stress-
ful and fatiguing situation. This addi-
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tional stress can lead to exposure to
greater accident hazard.

“Further, the constant throttle
correction will result in poor engine
performance and efficiency ...."
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MOTORCYCLE RIDER
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BRITISH MOTORCYCLISTS FEDERATION

Continental Speed Limits

SPEEDING: fines are imposed on-the-spot in most
countries and can be very expensive so it is well 1o
know what the limits are. Visitors to France and
Portugal who have held a full driving licence for less
lhu;\ one year are restricted to driving at 90 kph (56
mph).

Country Town Country  Motorway
kph (mph) kph (mph) Kph (mph)
Austria SO (31) 100 (62) 130 (80)
Belgium 60 (37) 90 (56) 120 (74)
*120 (74
France 60 (37) 90 (56) 130 (80)
*110 (68)
Germany
(West) 50 (31) 100 (62) **130 (80)
Greece 50 (31 80 (49) 100 (62)
Italy 50 (3
Up to 599 cc 50 (31 80 (49) 90 (56)
600-900 ¢¢ 50 (31) 90 (56) 110 (68)

901-1300 ¢¢ SO0 3N 100 (62) 130 (80)
over 1300 ¢ 50 (31) 110 (63) 140 (86)
Luxembourg 60 (37) 90 (56) 120 (74)
Netherlunds SO (31) 80 (49) 100 (62)

Poriega O (37 Q0 (56) 120 (74)

Spain 60 (37) 90 (56) 120 (74)
*100 (62)

Switzerland 60 (37) 100 (62) 130 (80)

Yugosiavia 60 (37) 80 (4Y9)

100 (62) 120 (74)
* Speed on dual carriageways and, in I'rance, non-toll
MOLOTWavs.,
** [l signposted, otherwise reccommended.

Enylind on 70

MOTORCYCLE RIDER
Juoly/Hug 1927, P 2

HIGHER SPEED LIMITS

From June 1 the ‘temporary’ 50 and 60 ‘fuel-
saving’ speed limits were raised to 60 and 70
respectively. The Department of Transport
recently consulted interested parties, including
the BMF, for their views on speed limits. The
BMF joined many other groups in recommend-
ing that tt ‘temporary’ limits be dropped and
the old 70 mph maximum be restored.

The DoT says that the reason for raising the
limits is because people were not obeying the
presentones and it was feared this was having a
bad effect on respect for traffic law. Perhaps if
drivers do not adhere to the latest limits they
will be raised again on the same reasoning?

In any case road users lose out with the new
imits, because single-carriageway roads will
have a 60 mph limit and duai carriageway and
motorways 70 mph. Before the ‘temporary’
limits were introduced in December 1974 the
maximum was 70 on all types of roads. Now
we're stuck with a new 60 mph limit which
wasn't there before

British Motorcyclists Federation Limited
4 Hammersmith Broadway, London W6 7AU
j Telephone: 01-741 3787

THE approximate cost of four-star petrol abroad is:

£p £p

Austria 1.33 [taly 1.78
Beleium 1.59  Netherlands 1.43
Denmark 1.38  Portugal 1.66
France 1.54  Spain 1.47
German (West) 1.31  Switzerland 1.36
Greece 1.38  Yugoslavia 1.26
Ireland 1.40

1£ =% 55
in 198!
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Trade and Transportation—Automobile Speed Limits 131

State Automobile Speed Limits

(Except as otherwise posted)
Source: American Automobile Assn. Digest of Moter Laws 1973

Alabama: Interstate highways, 70 mph. daytime, 60
mph. nighttune: open highw ays, 60 mph. daytime, 30 mph.
mighttune: residential distniets, 25 mph.. business districts,
M‘ﬁ()ﬂl sones, ete., 13 mph.

Alaska: Divided highways, 70 mph: state highways, sur-
faced, 60 mph. unsurfaced. 30 mp“, city streets, 30 mph.

Arizona: All highways, 65 mph. or as posted. residen-
tial areas. business districts, 25 mph. or as posted; school
zones. 15 mph.

Arkansas: luterstate and controlled access roads, 73
mph. urban dsstricts, 30 mph.

California: Statewide limit, 63 mph. (except freeways
posted for 70 mph.(‘; residential and business districts,
school zones, 25 mph.

Colorado: 4-lane highways, 70 mph. open highways, 60
mph.. restdential districts, 30 mph.; business districts, 25
mph.. open mountam highwav, 40 mph.; winding moun-
tain highway, 20 mph.

Connecticut: Reasonable and proper for conditions.
Posted lunits prima facie evidence of reasonable speed,
residential Jn(rhlmness districts posted locally.

Delaw are: Open highways, 4-lane. 60 mph., 2-lane, 50
mph. residential and Dusiness districts. 23 mph.

District of Columbia: Expresswavs, 43 mph. school and
plasground areas. 15 mph . other roads. 25 mph

Florida: Interstate highwavs, 70 mph. dav, 65 mph.
night. open hithway, 63 mph. day, 60 mph. night: residen-
tral & business distaaets. 30 miph.

Georgia: Literstate highw avs, 70 mpn. das time, 65 10 .
wehttime: open highway, 60 mph. daytime. ) mph. mght-
time. residential, business and «chool areas, 23 mph.

Hawaii: Open highways. 45 mph.: or as posted. Residen-
tral and business districts, tocal crdinances govern,

tdaho: Literstate highways, 70 mph. open highwav, 60
nmiph. davtime, 33 mph. mghttime, urban and bhusiness dis-
tricts. 35 mph

Hlinois: Expresswavs, 70 mph.. open highwavs, 65 mph.;
urban areas, LA” mph . hnolI sones, 20 mph.

(ndiana: [nteestate lughwoavs 70 aphs Open lghwavs,
653 wph . resdential distnce 50 mpn school zones as
postedd

fowa: Interstate hnted access roads 73 mph - davtinie,
63 inph mghtiime, open highways, 70 mph. davtime, 60
mph. mghttune. suburban. 45 mph.. residential and school
districts. 25 mph.. business districts, 20 mph.. secondary
roads. 60 mph. davtune. 30 mph. mehttime.

Kansas: Interstate lughwavs 75 mph, davtime. 70 might-
tune, open bighwavs Z0o )L«l.\\ tine. 80 mph. mighttnne:
residential distnicts, 30 mplh” busiess districts, 20 mph,
Kansas Turnpihe, 75 mph; 40 mph. mimmumn.

Kentucky: futerstate_highways, 70 mph . open high-
ways, 60 mph_davtume. 50 mph. mghttune: residential and
busimess districts, 35 mph.

Louisiana: Open highways 4-lane. 70 mph.. other open
highwavs, 60 mph.

Maine: Turnpikes, 70 mph. day time, 65 mph. nighttime;
open hghwavs, 43 mph | residential and business dis-
trncts, 25 mph

Man land: Interstate highwavs 70 mph.: Open country.

* expressways, 60 mph.. dual lane highways, 55 mph.. other

highways. 30 wph.. residential and business distncts, 30
mpl}:.. l‘nuly settled areas. 33 mph., other highways 30
mph. .

Masachusetts: Turnpike. 63 mph.: divided highway, 30
mph.. other hichwavs, 40 mph.. residential and business
districts, 30 mph.: school zones, 20 mph.

Michigan: Freewavs., 70 mph.: open highways, 65 mph.
daytime. 33 mph. mghttune: residential, 25 mph.

Minnesota: Open highways, 65 mph. daytime, 55 mph.
nighttume. all speeds in urban districts, 30 mph.

Mississippi: Intenstate highways 70 mph.: Open hi&h-
ways, 63 mph.. residential distnicts, 25 mph., business dis-
tricts, 20 mph.: school zones. 15 mph.

Missouri: Dual lane U. S. routes, 70 mph., undivided U.S.
routes. 70 mph davtime, 65 m;)h nighttune: other open
highw avs, 65 mph. davtime. 6( miph mghttune: mumci-
SO e D e

Montana: Open highways, day, reasonable and prudent
unless posted. 35 mph. mght, except Interstate highways 65
mph. mights; residentral and business districts, 25 mph.

Nebraska: Interstate highways, 75 mph.; open highways,
65 mph., residential distnicts, 25 mph.; business districts,
20 mph.; on non-hard surfaced roads, 50 mph.

Nevada: Careful and prudent; residential and business, as
posted.

New Iampshire: Turnpike, 70 mph.: open highways, 60
mph.. rural resdential districts. 35 mph.; urban and busi-
ness districts, 30 mph.; school zones, 20 mph.

New Jersev: Turnpike. 60 mph.. open hiv‘hways. 30
mph.. residential and business districts, 25 mph.

New Mexico: ()?cn highways, 70 inph. davtime, 60 inph.
nighttime. other highwavs. 60 mph. daytune, 30 mph.
nighttime: residential and business districts, 25 inph.;
school zones. 15 mph.

New York: New York State Thruway, 65 mph.; open high-
wavs, 55 mph.; schoul zones when children going to and
from school as posted.

North Carolina: Interstate. 70 mph.. open highways,
63 or 60 mpl. penmitted as posted. otherwise 35 mph.:
residential Histricts. 33 mph, business, 20 mph

Ohio: Ohio Turnpike and e;})re\swayi. 70 mph.; open
highwavs, 00 mph. daytnne, 30 mph. mghttune; within
muniGpal corporations. 25 mph; school zones, 20 mph.

Oklahoma: Turnpikes and Interstate highways. 70
mph.. open highwavs. 65 mph. davtime, 55 mph. night-
time: school zones, Lé "‘p(l,

Oregon: Open highways, 33 mKh., treewavs up to 75
mph: residential districts, 25 mph.: business and school
zones. 20 mph.

Pennsylhvania: Tarnpike, 65 mph  pon Bidhways =5
mph. residential and busiess dists s e
school zones. 15 mph.

Rhode Isiand: Residential and business  Getricts, o7
mph.. elsewhere, 30 mph. daytune, 45 mph mghttime.

Svuth Carolina: Intenstate Svstem 70 mph. daytime, 65
mph. meht. State highways 60 mph. daytune, 55 nph.
muht. wrhan districts 230 mph.

South Dakota: Interstate highways. 75 mph. daytime. 70
mph. mghttime, open mighways. 70 mph. davtune, 60 mph.
muhttune. residential and business districts, 30 mph.;
school zones, 13 mph.

Tennessee: Open highwavs, 65 mph. day, 33 inph. mght,
school zones. 15 mph, Interstate highways 75 mph.

Tevas: Federal or State roads, 70 mﬁh. daytime, 65 mph.
mghttime. other rural roads. 60 mph. daytime, 55 mph.
mghttime: i urban districts, 30 mph.

Utah: Open highwavs, as posted, residential and business
districts, 25 mph. school zones. 20 mph.

Vermont: lnterstate highways, 65 mph.; open highways,
50 mph.

Vierginia: Interstate 70 mph., all others, 55 g‘\sph‘ or as
posted. residential, business and school areas. 25 mph.

Washington: County roads. 30 mph.. cities and towns. 25
mph., school zones, 20 mph. Interstate highways 70 mph.:
in other locations, 60 mph.

West Virginia: Interstate highways, 70 mph., Turnpike,
60 mph.. open highways, 35 mph.; residential districts, 25
mph.. school zones, 15 mph.

Wisconsin: luterstate highways, 70 mph. daytime, 60
mph. mehttume. open highways. 65 mph. daytime, 55 mph.
nighttume: residential and business - distnicts, 25 nph.;
school zone, 15 inph

Wyoming: Open tuchways 4-lane divided, 75 mph. open
highways, 65 mph.; residential districts, 30 mph.; business
and school districts, 20 mph.

Canal Zone: Outside town limits, 40 mph.: within town
limits, 25 mph. .

Guam: Roads. 45 mph.; school zones when children at
recess or going to and from school, 10 mph.

Puerto Rico: Open hichways, 45 mph.; urban districts

avied v hool zones. 25 sk



SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
Before the House Committee on Transportation
Senate Bill 52

Presented by the Kansas Highway Patrol
(Captain Don Pickert)

March 18, 1985

APPEARED IN SUPPORT

The Patrol supports raising the reporting requirement in accidents
involving only property damage from $300 to $1000.

We consider that in today's economy and particularly the cost of
vehicles and their repair, the advanced figure is more realistic.
In recent years the figure was advanced from $100 to $300 and we
assume for the same reason.

It is difficult for officers at an accident scene to determine the
full extent of damage when it may not be apparent on the surface.
Additionally, it is not unusual to solicit repair bids and have
those bids on the same vehicle vary by several hundred dollars.

The Patrol generally guards against this possibility by
investigating every accident to which we are summoned in the
interest of providing the best protection to those involved.

Our experience would indicate the majority of persons involved in
accidents resulting only in property damage desire an
investigation to aid in any ensuing claims process or civil
litigation.

The report is also vital to police and engineering authorities in
determining causation factors and violations of the statutes.

For these reasons we urge your favorable consideration of this
bill.
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