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Date

MINUTES OF THE _°%78%€  COMMITTEE ON Agriculture

The meeting was called to order by Senator Allen at
Chairperson

_10:00_  am.fpmt on March 29 1985in room _L23-3  of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Richard Gannon (excused)

Committee staff present: Raney Gilliland, Research Department
Arden Ensley, Revisor of Statutes Department

Conferees appearing before the committee: A+t Armburst , Kansas Seed Dealers
Harland Priddle, Secretary of State Board of
Agriculture
Bill R. Fuller, Kansas Farm Bureau

Senator Allen called the Senate Agriculture Committee to order at
10:10 a.m. Senator Allen called on Art Armburst to testify on HB 2002. g

Art Armburst presented an amended form for HB 2002 with explanation ~%j”
and expressed the need for and support for the bill in this amended form.
(see attachment A).

The chairman called on Harland Priddle to testify next.

Harland Priddle expressed support for the bill up to line 281 and
then presented a suggested amendment for lines 281 thru 288. (see attachment B).

The chairman called on Bill Fuller to testify. A#.o./

Bill Fuller expressed the support of the Kansas Farm Bureau up to
line 281. Mr. Fuller stated opposition to words 'annual grain seed crop'
but supported words 'agricultural seeds'.

Senator Gordon made a motion the committee accept the amendments
presented up to line 281. Senator Norvell seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Senator Warren made a conceptional motion to accept the Board of
Agriculture amendment for lines 282 through 288. Senator Norvell seconded
the motion. Senator Warren withdrew his motion; Senator Norvell withdrew
his second of the motion.

Senator Montgomery made a motion the committee recommend HB 2002
favorably for passage as amended. Senator Arasmith seconded the motion.
Senator Karr made a conceptional substitute motion to accept the amendment
offered by the Board of Agriculture with the changes of words 'agricultural
seeds' dnstead of 'annual grain crop seed' and changing 'his or her land'
to 'on owned or leased land'. Senator Norvell seconded the motion. Motion
defeated. Senator Allen ask for committee vote on the original motion to
recommend HB 2002 favorably for passage as amended. Motion carried.

Senator Allen declared the committee adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have nat
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 1

editing or corrections. Page —_ Of _1__
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[As Amended by House Committee of the \\lmlg]

As Amended I)y House Committee

Sescion of 1483

: HOUSE BILL No. 2002

By Special Committee on Agriculture and Livestock
" AY

Re Proposal

12-18

No. 1

AN ACT concerning agricultural seeds; relating to the sale or
exchange thereof; amending K.S.AL 2- 1015, 2- 114116, 2- 114117 and
2-1421 and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S.A. 2-

lows: 2-1.115. As used in this act:

1415 is hereby amended to read as {ol-

{H (a) Theternn “Agricultural seed” means the seed of grass,

legume, Torage, cereal and fiber erops, or mixtures thereof, but
3 1

shall not include horticultural seeds.

Q) (b)) The term

Person” means and ineludes individuals;

members any individual, member of a partnership, a corporation,

the exeeulive und managing oflicers of eorporations and assoein-

tions; and agents and brokers agents, brokers, company, associ-

ulion or m('i('!l/

(replace)

l)lcmlcd to meet the requirements ()l auu(lllluml sced ((n the

purpose of being planted or seeded.

D (d) The term ”

Kind” means one or more related species

or subspecies which singly or collectively is known by one

common name, and includes, among others, wheat, oat, vetch,

sweet clover; and alfalfa,

(5) (¢) The term

“Variety” m

ans a subdivision of a kind,

which is characterized by growtl, yiceld, plant, fiuit, sced

other characteristics by which it can he differentiated from other

plants of the same kind.

() () The term “

Hard sced”

means the sceds; which be-

"Conditioned"
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cause of hardness or impermeability do not absorh moisture or
germinale under seed testing procedure.

¢ ((g) The tern “"Label” means the stalements writlen,
printed, stenciled or otherwise displayed upon, or attached 1o,
the container of agricaltural seed, and includes other wiitten,
prinded, stenciled or graphic representations, in any form whal-
socver, pertaining to any agricultural seed, whether in bulk or in
containers, and includes declarations and alfidavits.

(8) (h) Fhe term “Sceretiry” means the scerclary of the
unsas state board of agriculture.

{9) (i) Fheterm “Weed seeds seed” means the sceds of plants
considered weeds in this state and shall inelude includes nox-
ious weed seeds seed and restricted weed seed, determined by .
methods established by rule and regulation under this act.

HO) Noxious weed seeds ure divided iuto two elusses: (a)
“prohibited noxious weed seed;2 () “restricted noxions weed
seed® as defined in this subseetion:

) Hehibited nexious () “Noxious weed seed” means the
seed of Kudzu (Pueraria lobata), lield bindweed (Convoleulus
arvensis), Russian knapweed (Centaurea repens), hoary cress
(Lepidium draba), Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), lealy
spurge (Euphorbia esula), quackgrass (Agropyron repens), bur
ragweed (Franseria tomentosa), pignut (Indian rushpea) (Hoff-
mannseggia densiflora), Fexns blueweed (Helianthus eilinris);
Texas blueweed (Helianthus ciliaris), Johnson grass (Sorghum
halepense); sorghum almum; and any plait the seed of which
cannot be distinguished from Jolinson ginss;, sovghum almumn,
and any plant the seed of which cannot be distinguished from
Johnson grass, and musk (nodding) thistle (Carduus nutans L.).

() (k) “Restricted noxious weed sced” means and ineludes
weed seeds or hulblets which shall not be present in agrienltural
sced alarate per pound in excess of the number shown following
the nume of each weed seed; to awit: AWild mustads (Brassica
spp45; buelhor plantain (Plantage laneeolata) 45; wild onion
or gwrlie Allium apps) 45; dodder (Guseuta spp:) 45; wild earrot
fDavens earela) 45; moring glory (Ipomoea spp-) -45; hedge
bindweed (Gonvolewlus sepivm) 45; pennveress (Fhlaspi ar-
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3
tense) 45; swamp smmtweed (Polygonwm eoecinewm) -18; doel
(Rumex spps) 005 oxeye duisy (Gleysanthenaan leveanthemum)
00; perennial sowthistle (Sonehus arvensis) BO; silverleal {p-
ple) nightshade (Solanum elacagnifolivan) 00; ginnt foxntail (Se-
taria faberi) 00; horsenettle (hullnettle) (Solanian earolinense)
180, eliess or eheat (Bromusseecalinug) 00: Provided; Thak The
total of restrieted noxieus weed seeds shall not exeeed 300 per
pound: And provided furlher; That: In native grags; smoolh
Lrome grass; fesenes and orehard grass seeds; ehess er eheat shall
not exeeed 5000 per pound: Silverleaf nightshade (Solanum
clacanonifolium) 45, horsenettle, bullnettle (Solanum carolin-
ense) 45, dock (Rumex spp.) 45, oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum
leucanthemum) 45 perennial sowthistle (Sonchum arvensis) 45,
giant foxtail (Setaria faberi) 45, cheat (Bromus secalinumy) 135,
hairy chess (Bromus commutatus) 45, buckihorn plantain (Plan-
tago lanceolata) -15,lc|mrlnck (Sinapsis arvensis) 18, wild mus-

tards (Hrassica spp.) 18, treacle (Erysimum spp.) 18, wild carrol
(Daucus carota) 18, moring glory and purple moonflower (Ipo-
moca spp.) 18, hedge bindweed (Calystegia spp., syn. Concol-
vulus sepium) 18, [dodder (Cuscuta spp.) 18,} penpycress, fan-

weed (Thlaspi arvense) 18, wild oats (Avenna fatua) 9, climbing

millkweed, sandvine (Cynanchum lacoe, syn. Gololobus lacuis)
9, jointed goatyrass (Aegilops cylindrica) 9, [black nightshade
complex (Solanum ptycanthum, S. americanun, S. sarrachoides,
S, nigrum, and S. interius) 9,)wild buckwheat, black bindweed
(Polygonum convoleulus) 9, velvetleal, butterprint (Abutilon
theophrastiy 9, and cocklebur (Xanthivm spp) 9. The total
number of the restricted weed seed shall not exceed 90 per
pound except native grass, smooth bromegrass, tall fescue,
wheatgrasses and lespedeza shall not exceed 150 per pound. For
the purposes of this section the following weedy Bromus spp.
shall be considered as common weeds and collectively referred
to as “chess”: Japanese chess (Bromus japonicus), soft chess
(Bromus mollis) and field chess (Bromus aroenis).

1 . ST, !
(ndeY) [yyi[g_ onion or garlic (Allium spp.) 18
L}
|
(ncllh) e . . .
s == Taxeepl lespedeza seed which may contain
15 dodder per potind,

add)

an () The ferm “Advertisement” means all representa-
tions, other than those on the label, disseminated in any manner,
or by any means, relating to agricultural seed.

, in smooth brome grass, fescues, orchard grass,
wheatgrasses, and chaffy range grasses, chess or
cheat shall not exceed 2,500 per pound,
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{12} (m) The tenm “Record” means and ineludes all infor-
mation relativg to any shipment of agricultural sced; and in-
cludes a file sample of cach lot of such seed.

(13) (n) Fhe term “Stop sale order” means an administrative -
order, authorized by law, restraining the sale, use, disposition;
and movement of a delinite amount of agricultural sced.

(14) (0) Thetenn “Seizure” means a legal process, issned by
comt order, against a definite amount of agricultural sced.

(15) (p)

cultural seed, identified by a lot number or other mank, every

The term “Lot” means a definite quantity of agi-

portion or bag of which is uniform, within recognized lolerances

cessor's identification. ‘

(16) (q) The term “Germination” means the percentage of
seeds capable of producing normal scedlings under ordinarily
favorable conditions, in accordance with the methods estah-
lished by rule and regulation under this act. A

g3y () Fhe tenn “Pure seed” means the kind of seed de-
claved on the label, exclusive of inert matter, other agricultural or
other crop seeds; and weed seeds.

(18) (s) Fhe term “lnert malter” means all matter not seeds,
and as otherwise determined by rules and regulations under this
act.

go) (1) Fhe term “Other agricultural seeds or other crop
seeds” means seeds of agricnltural sceds other than those in-
cluded in the percentage or pereentages of kind or variety; and
shall inelude includes collectively all kinds and variclies not

named on the label.

the factors which appear in the labeling, whighjg,jhg])r(;-‘ —

(delete)

(add)

(20) (u) The term “Type” means a group of varielics so

nearly similar that the mdividual varictics cannot be cleatly
differentiated except under special conditions.

(21) (p) The term “Treated” means that the sced has re-

__(replace)

ceived an application of a substance or process which substanee
or proeess is designed to reduce, control or repel certain disease
organisis, insects or other pests attacking such seeds or seed-
lings growing therefrom: The term Strealed? further implies and

includes an application of a substance or process designed to

(replucc)(

(1) lybrid" means the first generation sced

of a cross produced by conlrolling the pollina-

Lion and by combining (1) two or more inbred lines,
(2) one inbred or a single cross with an open
pollinated variety, or (3) two varicties or specics,
other than open pollinated varielies of corn (zca mays).
[tybrid shall not include the second generation or
subscequent generations from such crosses. Hybrid
designations shall be treated as variely names. Con-
(rolling the pollination means to use a melthod of
hybridization which will produce pure sced whicl is
75% or more hybrid.
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increase seedling vigor.

(42) ()

sample of the

su

‘The term “Tested seed” means hata representative

(replace)  (x)

lol of agricultural seed in guestion has been

hiccted 1o examination and its character as o purily and

germination has been determined.

(23) (y) The term “Nalive grass seed” means the seeds ol

aboriginal or native prairic grasscs.

Sce, 2.

91416, Except as provided in subsection (c)of K.S.A.

amendments the

o1

planting or seeding purpe
labeled. This provision shall apply to grain when sold

when sold according to grain st

KSA. 91416 is hereby amended to read as ToHoWws:
2-1421 and

weto, it shall be unlawbul for any person to oller

(r(_:plm:c)
Lot (y)
(add) y

expose for sale, sell or exchange any agricultuial seed for

Las reason to know, it is to be used for seed.

See. 3.

yses that has not been tested and is not
as such or

wdards and the seller knosws, or

KS.A. 2-1417 is hereby amended to read as follows:

o 117, Bach und every bulk quanlity, packages or parcel ol

agricultural seed; oltered for sale, o
change
‘l Nl 0
which shall be aflixed thereto or printec

in
th

shall not be

v exposed for sale; or ex-
d for planting or seeding purposes; shall have a labels

1 or stenciled thercon or

bulk quantity which shall be j"urni.shc(l with the invoice, in

¢ English language; giving the following information, which

of . . . Ty}
maodified or denied in the labeling on the label, or on

another label altached to the containers and in bulk quantity shatl

bhe fumis

furnished with the invoice:

hed sith the inveiee, and in bulk quantily shall be

the

excess of five pereent (8%)

{a) The commonly accepled name oruie kindor tiehane of

kind and the varietys of each agricultural seed component in
5% ol the whole; and the percentage

by weight of each in the order ol its predominance {\Where more

0189
0140
0191
0192
0193
01014
0195

than one component is required to e named, the word “mix-

e’ or the

labels;

() the percentage by weight of pure seeds;
(¢) the pereentage by weight of all weed seedss;

() the percentage by weight ol inert malters;

(¢) for cach named agricultural seed: (1) ‘The percentage of

word “mixed’” shall be shown conspicuously on the

(replace)

(see next page)

5\

(z) "Chally range grasses" shall include
Bluestems, Gramas, Yellow Indian grass, wild
rye grasses, buffalo grass and prairic cord
grass.

(nn) "certificd sced™ means any clogs of pedi
greed seed or plant parts for which a certifi-
cate ol inspections has been issucd by an
oflicial sced certilying agency.

(bb) Mcertifying agency" means: (1) an agenc
which is authorized under the laws ol a state
Lerritory or possession Lo officially certify
secd and which has standards and procedures
approved by the seerelary of agriculture of
United States department of agriculture to
assure the genetic purity and identily of the
seed cerlified:s or (2) an agency of a foreign
country which is determined by the sceretary
of agricullure of the United States departine
of agriculture to be an agency which adheres
to procedures and standards for sced certili-
cation comparable to those adhered to gener
ally by seed certifying agencies under clause
(1) of this subsection.

(ce) "Blend" means two or more varietics of
the same kind each in excess of 5% of lhe
whole.

(dd) "Mixture" means a combination ol sced
consisting of more than one kind cach in
excess of 5% of the whole.

(ee) Brand means a term or mark that is
proprietary in nature whether or not it is
a registered or copyrighted term or mark.

~r . v -~




196
ST
(.H‘.L‘i
01499
0200
o2
0202
0204
00
000
0200
0204
0204
(BRI
axn
02
a2
0213
0211
[SRAN
0216
(AR
0218
0y
0220
[SARR
(IR
(IARE
(AN
[ERSA
0.0
oy
oy
0029
(1.130)
0

SRR B

6

penmination, exclusive ol hard ceeds () the percentage ol hiud
seeds, il presents; (3) total germination peveentage including
hind seed mayv be showns; (1) the calendir month and year the
test was completed 1o detenmine such pereentages:;

() the percentage by weightof anicaltmal secds (whichmay
be designated as “crop seeds™) other than those requited to he
mamed on e fabels;

(1) the ToUnumber or other ot identilication:;

() the origing i.e., the stale o foreign counbry whicre gown,
exeept puass seeds in guantities of less than ten (10) 10 ponnds
lor Linen secding purposes, ot a dechation that origin ol seed is

unlaiown o sellers;

(i) the name and ate of occurtence pel pound ol each kind of

Hesthiicted nosious weed seedst seed present, which shall not he
more than the mnmber per pound of reshicted nosions weed
ceed in agnicultinal seed, as provided in subsection (k) of K.5.A,
U R R

statement:|

(1) amicnlual seed which as heen teated with chemicals
for inscet o1 disease contiol, shall be labeled to show the lol-
onvinge: o

(1) A word or statement indicating that the sced has been
treated:; '

@) the connmonly aceepted, coined, chiemical or ablhieviated
chemical (renerie) name of the applicd sabstances;

¢3) il the substance in the amount applicd s haontol 1o
human or other vertebnate animals. o caution stailement, s I
o not nse for Tood, feed or oil prrposes.™ The caation fon
merew s and similaddy tosie substimees must inchude inoa
contiasting color the word “poison’ and shall e crosshones:;
and

(1) sepmate fabel may e used to show this information, o
itmay be a component paut ol the main labell

See. 1 E.S.A. 2- 1121 is hereby amended tovead as follows:
9 1121, (Mia) 1shall he is wnlawlul for any person tosell, olle

for sale; or expose o sale; any agnicuttnal secd for secding

ycar to year,

(Y the nane and addiess of peison res yonsible for such o beeplace)
1 l | sueh

(1) The commonly accepted name ot the kind
and varlety or the kind and the words "variety

not stated" of each agricultural seced component

in excess of 5% of the whole and the percentage
by welght of each in order of its predominance,
except for the annual grain crops wheat, oats,
barley, and soybeans for which the label shall
tnclude kind and varlety; For blends of wheat,
oats, barley or soybeans, the label shall include
the kind followed by the word "blend™. For
brands o f wheat, oats, barley, and soybeans, the
brand mark or term must precede the word
"brand". Components of blends and brands of
wheat, oats, barley and soybeans shall be reg-
istered with the sccretary unless all varietics
and the percentage thereof are listed on the
label. Blends and brands so registered may be
labeled by kind and the words "varicty (varietles
not stated". The composition of reglstered
blends and brands shall remaln conslstent from

o w|l|ne label;

)
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pumposes: (1) Unless a test has been made to detemmine the
percentage of germination and it shall have been completed
within a nine-month period (exclusive of the calendar month in
which the test was completed) immediately prior to sale, expo-
sure for sale; or olfering for sale;

(2)  which is not labeled in aceordance with the provisions of
this act;

(3) which has a false, misleading; or incomplete label;

(1) which contains prohibited noxious weed sceds;

(3) which contains restricled nexions weed seeds in excess of
the quantity prescribed by subsection (k)of K.S.A.2-1415¢ 10)}h);

(6) (n) Other than native grass seed; which contains more

than twe pereent (2%) 3% 1% ol weed seeds, other than nativ

‘grass sceds| by weighty

(delete)

(1)

WY (7] whichis native grass socd which contains more an

(ctelete)

() (8) if any label, advertisements or other media epresents
such agricultural seed to be certified or registered, unless: () (A)
Such certification or registration has been determined by an
olficial sced certifving agency; and by (B) such sced bears an
official label issned for such seed; by such agency stating that the
seed is certilied or registered;

(8) (9) by varicty name seed not cerlified by an olficial seed
certifying agency when it is a variely for which an applieation
has been mnde for a certificate of plant variety protection has
been issued under public law 91-577, the plant variety protec-
tion act 21 91-577), specifying sale only as a class of certified
sced, except that seed from a certified lot may be labeled as to
variety name when used in a mixture by, or with the approval of,
the owner of the variety. '

() (b) 1tis unlawlul for any person:

(1) Toalter or deface any label so that the information is lalse
or misleading; or to mutilate any label;

(2) o disseminate any false or misleading advertisements
concerning agricultural sced;

(3) to issue any stalement, invoice; or declaration as to the

variety of any agricultural seed which is false or mislcading;

except smooth brome grass, fescuces,
orchard grass, whealgrasses, and lespedeza
which contain more than 2% weed sced by
weight and chafly range grasses which
contain more than 4% by weight.
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(1) o hinder or obstruct the seeretary or an authorized rep-
resentative of the secretary; in the performance of his or her
official dulics; ‘

(5)  to fail to comply with a Zstop sale orden,™ or to move or
otherwise handle or dispose of any quantity ol sced held under a
“stop sale order,” or a “stop sale? tag altached thereto, excepl
with express permission of the enforcing officer in writing; and
except for the purpose specified therein;

(6) to use the word “trace” as a substitute lor any statement
which is required; i

(7)  touse the word “type” in :‘in;"lul)eling in connection with
the name of any agricultural seed variety.

(¢) Except as provided in subsection (A}8) (a)9) of this
scection, it shall not be a violation of this act for the grower of
agricultural seed to sell on hig er her the grower’s premises for
plnting or seeding purposes, eorn; sorghum; swhent; rve; burley;
sovheans; alfullu or onts agricultural seed which is not tested and
labeled when the seed is grown on his or her land produced by
the seller grower.and is free from noxious weed seed.

See. 5. K.S.A. 2-9415, 2-1416, 2-1417 and 2-1421 are hereby
repealed.

Sce. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
alter its publication in the statute book. ’



EXPLANATION OF CHANGES
PROPOSED FOR HB 2002

-

0036 Tax cddes, insurance codes, Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA)
take "processed" to mean "manufactured". Conditioned means up-
graded without changing the product. Benefits accrue to both agri-
culture and small business.

0104 Dodder usually can be removed with velvet roll cleaners. Unhulled
lespedeza cannot be so conditioned. Ninety-eight (98) percent of
Kansas lespedeza is sold unhulled and extra costs for hulling would
be twenty cents (20¢) per pound.

0118 We have halved the amount allowed from the present seed law
(Ref. Line 0092 through 0094). Many lots of Kansas seed of these
species would be unmarketable by the farmer/producer, if this
allowance were not permitted.

0133 The label has never been the conditioner's identification, but rather the
seller's identification. For consumer protection, the law requires that
the seller is responsible for the information on the label (Ref. Line 0213).
Seedsmen are now, and would continue to be, required to list the state
of origin (Ref. Line 0204).

DEFINITION ' Consumer protection - - examples of need:
OF HYBRID (1) Sorghum hybrids have been a problem, especially sorghum sudans.
(0149-0150) (2) Hybrid wheat is potentially a much greater problem.

CHAFFY (1) "Chaffy range grasses" are a separate class of seed for listing purposes
RANGE under the Association of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) regulations. :
GRASSES (2) Definition purposes only.

ADDITION (3) In no case could a grass seed mixture be labelled "chaffy range
grass”, but would have to include the kind and percentage of each
- 'species.
Reasons for aa, bb, cc, dd, and ee. These are all standard terms used
in this law, Federal seed laws, and in most other state seed laws.
Therefore, their definitions should be included in the Kansas Seed Laws.

0185 (A) Reasons for variety labeling:
(1) Consumer protection/information.
(2) For annual grain crops, variety is the single most important criteria.
(3) To allow the consumer to make an intelligent decision.

(B) Reasons for provision for brand labeling: -

(1) Provide consistency in brand labeling practices.

(2) To enhance truth in labeling by eliminating confusion between
brand and variety names.

0213 Consistent with other wording in the law.

0245 (1) Allowances less than these would restrict the opportunity for
Kansas farmers to sell seed crops harvested from perennial stands
which are an important source of income.
(2) Many weed problems associated with these crops cannot be adequately
conditioned even with modern equipment and technology to meet lower
allowances. .
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(4) to hinder or obstruct the secretary or an authorized rep-
resentative of the secretarys in the performance of his o hes
official dutics;

(3) to fail to comply with a Sstop sale order,™ or to move or
otherwise handle or dispose of any quantity of seed held under a
=stop sale order,” or a Sstop saleZ tag attached thereto, except
with express permission of the enforcing officer in writing; and
except for the purpose specified therein;

(6) touse the word “trace” as a substitute for any statement
which is required;

(7) touse the word “type” inany labeling in connection with
the name of any agricultural seed variety.

0282
0283
0284
0285
0286
0287
0288

(¢) Except as provided in subsection 963 (a)9) of this

section, it shall not be a violation of this act for the grower of

agricultural seed to sell on his er her the grower’s premises for
planting or seeding purposes, eorn; sorzhuny wheat; sye; barley;
sovbeans; alalla or onts agricultural seed which is not tested and
labeled when the seed is grown on his or her land produced by
the seller grower and is free from noxious weed seed.

replace

03/28/85

0289
0290
0291
0292

Sec. 5. K.S.A. 2-2415, 2-1416, 2-1417 and 2-1421 are hereby
repealed.

See. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after its publication in the statute book.

- e i
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(c) Except as proyided in subsection (a)(9) of this section, it shall
not be a violation of this act for the arower of aaricultural seed to
sell on his or her premises for plantina or seeding purposes, annual
arain crop seed which is not tested and Tabeled when the seed is arown
on his or her land and is free from noxious weed seed and within
allowances provided in K.S.A. 2-1415 (k) for restricted weed seed.
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- Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

We éppreciate this opportunity to express our opinions and concerns as you
consider H.B. 2002 which would amend the Kansas Seed Iaw. As you realize, the
farmers and ranchers of the Kansas Farm Bureau have not provided the initiative
in a;sking that the seed law be changed. However, on the basis of a resoll_ltion
adopted by the voting delegates at the most recent a.nnual‘ meeting of thé Kansas

Farm Bureau, we support H.B. 2002:

.Kansas Seed Law

The Kansas Legislature has been asked to amend
the Kansas Seed Law during the 1985 session. No
substantial revisions have been made since the law
was first passed in 1935. New developments and
technology, including hybrids and protected
varieties, have created the need to update the law.

We will support amendments which will serve to
update and improve the Kansas Seed Law. We
believe provisions of the current state law that
prohibit the sale of agricultural seed containing
noxious weeds, and require compliance with the
federal Plant Variety Protection Act (PL 91-577) are
adequate restrictions. We will oppose any effort to
prohibit a farmer from selling agricultural crop seed
thatis grown on land operated by that farmer.

5/29/85
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We believe this proposed legislation strengthens the "farmer exemption,"
yet prohibits the sale of any seed containing noxious weeds and requires campliance
with the federal Plant Variety Protection Act. In addition, H.B. 2002 simplifies
the confusing current weed classification by changing the "Prohibitive Noxious"
and "Restrictive Noxious" to simply "Noxious" and "Restrictive." H.B. 2002 also
brings the noxious weed list in the "Seed Law“ to coincide with the noxious weed
list in the "Weed Iaw."

We do not oppose other amendments which serve to update this 1935 seed law
(hybrid, certified seed, blends, mixtures and brands). We did not oppose the
numerous amendments requested by the seed industry during Hoﬁse consideration
of this proposal. In addition, we do not oppose other amendments by the seed
industry which we are aware of which serve to update the seed law. However,
we will strongly oppose any attempts to further restrict farmer-to-farmer sales.
For example, current law restricts sale to "corn, sorghum, wheat, rye, barley,
soybeans, alfalfa, and cats." During negotiations the past year with represen-
tatives of the seed industry, they suggested this "crop list" be eliminated
since it had nothing to do with seed quality and is not enforceable. H.B. 2002
makes this change by substituting "agricultural seed” for this list of crops.
| Therefare, we will vigorously oppose changing "agricultural seed" to any other
designation such as "annual grain crop.” Such a change would prohibit farmer-
to-famer sale of legumes and grasses and would be more restrictive than current
law which now permits sale of alfalfa.

Mr. Chairman we do not condone abuses of the Seed law by farmers or seed
dealers who hide behind the "farmer exemption." We do not oppose the State

" 'Board of Agriculture's policy of classifying those who advertise as seed dealers,

thus bringing those individuals out fram under the "farmer exemption."

In closing, we support H.B. 2002 and we will support amendments to update
the current law. However, we will oppose any proposals to prohibit or further
restrict farmer—to-fammer sales of agricultural seed grown on land operated by

the farmer. Thank you!





