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MINUTES OF THE _HOUSE  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
The meeting was called to order by Marvin L. Littlej g}lllgilrperson at
1:30 _ Afd/p.m. on February 26, 19_86in room _423=S _ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Representative Bideau, Representative Pottorff, both excused.

Committee staff present:

Emalene Correll, Research
Bill Wolff, Research
Norman Furse, Revisor

Sue Hill, Secretary to Committee
Conferees appearing before the committee:

Mr. Dan Johnson, CRTT, RRT, Ass't Director of Respiratory Therapy at Stormont-Vail Hosp.
Dr. David Lawhorn, CRTT,RRT, University of Kansas Medical center.

Visitor's register, (see Attachment No.l.)

Chairman called meeting to order.
Hearings on HB 2533 continued:—-

Mr. Dan Johnson, Assistant Director of Respiratory Therapy, Stormont-Vail in Topeka,
spoke to HB 2533. He gave his credentials, and listed his experience as a practicing

RT. He has been interested in the licensing of RT's since he was a student at KU Medical
Center, and he is pleased this committee is giving consideration to the credentialing

of the RT's. 1In 1984, when a member of the Legislative Committee, he helped to prepare
their application to SHCC for licensure. He defined levels of the RT's; stated there

are high and low levels of sensitivity of care given by RT's; also high and low levels

of potential hazards as well, however the entry level exam, (if this is what the Board
chooses to use), is not a minimum type of exam. It covers all the elements in the

scope of practice and is a good competent exam. Any exam must be approved by the Board.
HB 2533 is a licensure bill. This will limit the practices, where a registration bill
would limit titles. The bill is written the way it is because it affords the maximum
protection for the public. We agree it is for the legislators to decide how to protect
the public, not our RT Society. He explained why there are not more news stories about
incompetent therapists since it is in fact such a highly sensitive profession, and he
related a personal story with the basic premise being, a therapist is always in the
presence (most always) when there is a emergency situation and often the life saving
action taken might be so slight it wouldn't be considered to have been such. It is vital
that RT's be properly trained, not poorly trained. When proper training is given, ‘
harm is averted. It sometimes could be you don't do anything wrong, or that you don't o
do anything right either. He then answered questions, i.e., training requirements now
vary from 1,2,3 and 4 year programs, some are correspondence courses. There was dis-
cussion about how rural areas might be affected, and the grandfather clause affecting
all areas. Persons who have been practicing RT, even tough competent in their practice
must be required to take the exam to verify their competence he stated. He explained
the rating levels of Respiratory Therapists used by Stormont-Vail Hospital.

Dr. David Lawhorn a physician from KU Medical Center spoke this date in behalf of the
Respiratory Therapy Society. He gave his credentials and his activity in the prepara-

tion of the educational program for RT's. He stressed the trust that is vital between

the physician and the RT. There is a vast discrepancy in training of the RT's, some

not as good as others, and in order to rely on the competency of the RT, an established
criteria for training would answer this problem. How soon a patient can leave the

hospital setting depends on how well their lungs are working, and this would be accomplish-
ed by proper treatment by a competent RT employee. He answered questions from members,
i.e., yes, personally he felt it very important for an RT to be licensed, then a physician
would KNOW they were relying on a highly skilled, competent person. Grandfather clause
fine in his view, however, the exam must be passed by those who have been practicing RT.
You do not have unlicensed physicians or nurses, so you should neither have unlicensed RT's.

Hearings closed on HB 2533.
Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of 2
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Chairman at this point expressed appreciation on behalf of himself and committee for
the statesmanship manner in which they presented their testimony.

Chair asked committee to turn their attention to HB 2710.

HB 2710.

A balloon copy of HB 2710 was given to members, (see Attachment No 2), for details.
Chair asked Mr. Furse to explain changes proposed in this amendment. He did so;

Sec. 1 deleting everything within brackets in lines 21 through 45. Renumbering
sections thereafter. Line 254 add language after the word "employment'", "or are not

a member of a family in which a minor or a pregnant woman resides.'. Line 428 change
"and" to "is". There was badkground given from sub-committee members, Rep. Wagnon and
Rep. Hassler that Dr. Harder and Mr. Peter Rinn, Attorney for SRS were present at these
sub-committee meetings and it was the consensus that it was best not to remove authority
to run general transitional assistance before the funding is made, thus the reason for
striking the first section of this bill. The second part of the bill speaks to the
offering assistance to families in which a minor or pregnant woman resides that is
currently being done by SRS, but this would bring statutory authority to do same into
compliance. At this point, Rep. Foster made a motion the sub-committee report be
adopted, seconded by Rep. Hassler, vote taken, motion carried.

HB 2710 as a whole, Rep. Wagnon moved to report HB 2710 out favorable for passage as
amended, seconded by Rep. Runnels, no discussion, motion carried.

Rep. Flottman stated there will be a sub-committee meeting on adjournment of Public
Health and Welfare Committee meeting on HB 2756 in this room.

Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:25 p.m.
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Session of 1986 -

HOUSE BILL No. 2710

By Commitlee on Public [Health and Wellare

AN ACT concerning social welfare; relating t()@e definition of,
zu@]eliﬂgihilily for, general assistance; amending K.S.A. 1985
3

Supp.J39-702 111@39—709 and repealing the existingEectim

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

(a)
tion services.
(b) “Applicaniy

o dependent children and includes tinancial assistance for an

2
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o046 Tnonth to meet the needs of the relative with whom any (lepcn/
p047 ot child is living,
o4 (t
0049 the ¢

050 preven

“Medical assistance” means the payment of all or papt of
ive care and services which are within the sgope of
0051 services Yo be provided under a medical care plan devedoped by
0052 the secretaxy pursuant to this act and furnished by Kealth care
0053 providers why have a current approved provider agiéement with
0054 the secretary, Z\nd (2) transportation to obtain card and services
0055 which are withiy the scope of services to be p ovided under a
0056 medical care plai
0057 act.

oos8  (g) “Dependent ckildren” means neec

developed by the secrctary pursuant to this
s children under the
0059 age of 18, or who are\under the age ¢ 19 and are full-time
0060 students in secondary schools or the/ equivalent cducational
idents in
0062 technical training if they m

0061 program or are full-time s

program of vocational or
Lasonably expected to comn- .
0063 plete the training before attaning age 19, who have been de-
oued prived of parental or guardian dpport or care by reasons of the
0065 death, continued absence fropt thg home, or physical or mental
0066 incapacity of a parent or gu; nd who are living with any
0067 blood relative, including those of the half-blood, and including
0068 first cousins, uncles, aunté, and persons\of preceding generations

0069 arc denoted by prefiyds of grand, grogt, or great-great, and

0070 including the spousey/or former spouses of\ny persons named in

o071 the above groups, if a place of residence m intained by one or

Ay
otz more of such relidives as their own honie. 'Noe secretary may

0073 adopt rules and/regulations which extend tha\deprivation re-
0074 quirement unger this definition to include bei
0075 parental or

0076 ment of a

-t

deprived of
rdardian support or care by veason of the unemploy-
children”
0077 also incldes children who would meet the foregoing
0078 ments
0079 resul
00so they
0081w
0082

arent or guardian. The term “dependen
require-
keept for their removal from the home of a relafiyve as a
of judicial determination to the cffect that contin¥ation

fin would be contrary to the weltare of such children for

ose placement and care the secretary is responsible, who haye

,‘JM’

cen placed in a foster fumily home or child care institution as
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ssult of such determination and who received aid to depender
eMNldren in or for the month in which court proceedings leadjhig
to sheh determination were initiated, or would have recyfved
such Nd in or for such month if application had beery/ made
therelorNor in the case of a child who had been livigg with a
relative spheified above within six months prior to thé month in
which such Wroceedings were initiated, would hyve received
such aid in orNor such month if in such month guch child had
been living with\ind removed from the home gl such a relative
and application ha¥ been made therefor.

() “The blind” Weans not only thoseAvho are totally and
permanently devoid oX vision, but alsg/those persons whose
vision is so delective as iy prevent theperformance of ordinary
activities for which eyesigy is esseptial.

(i) “General assistance” mgans financial assistance in which
the cost of such financial assistidyCe is not participated in by the
federal government. General gésistance may be limited to tran-
sitional assistance in some fistancgs or to persons unable to

engage in employment andfo fumilieNn which a minor child or

a pregnant woman residgs as specitied Wy rules and regulations
adopted by the secretpdy.

() “Recipient” mans a person who hasNeceived assistance
under the terms of/ this act.

k) “Intake office” means the place where thdsecretary shall
maintain an office for receiving applications.

() “Adegfiate consideration”” means consideratioy equal, or
reasonablyproportioned to the value of that for which iNis given,

(m) “Aransitional assistance” means a form of genera\assist-
ance i which as little financial assistance as one payment\mnay
be whde during each period of 12 consecutive calendar momths
to A eligible and needy person and all other persons for whor

ich person is legally responsible]

Ef(:. _2_]_ K.S.A. 1985 Supp. 39-709 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 39-709. () General eligibility requirements for as-
sistance for which federal moneys are expended. Subject to the
additional requirements below, assistance in accordance with

phas under which federal moneys are expended may be granted

Section 1.
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to any needy person who:

(1) Has insufficient income or resources to provide a reason-
Able subsistence compatible with decency and health. Where a
husband and wife are living together the combined income or
rosources of both shall be considered in determining the eligi-
hility of cither or both for such assistunce unless otherwise
prohibited by law. The secretary, in determining need of any
applicant tor or recipient of assistance shall not tuke into account
the financial responsibility of any individual for any applicant or
recipient of assistance unless such applicant or recipient is such
individual’s spouse or such individual’s minor child or minor
stepehild if the stepchild is living with such individual. The
secretary in determining need ofan individual may provide such
income and resource exemplions as may be permitted by federal
legislation.

(2) s a citizen of the United States or is an alien lawfully

adiitted to the United States and who is residing in the state of

Kansas. 1 any person transfers or assigns propeyty without ade-
quate consideration or for the purpose of becoming eligible for
assistance (A) within the two-year period immediately preceding
the application if the value of the property so transferred or
assigned is $12,000 or less or (B) within a period of time in excess
of two years, as established by rules and regulations of the
secretary, if the value of the property so transferred or assigned is

in excess of $12.000, such person shall thereby become ineligi-

ble to receive assistance for such period of time as the value of

the property assigned or tansferred would have reasonably
maintained such person at a standard compatible with decency
and health, If any person without the consent of the seerctary
assigns or transfers property without adequate consideration
while on the assistunce rolls, after making application for assist-
ance or while receiving assistance, such person shall therehy
hecome incligible to receive assistunce for such period of time as
the value of the property assigned or transferred would have
reasonably maintained such person at a stundard  compatible
with decencey and health,

(b} Assistance to families with dependent children. Assist-
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ance may be granted under this act to any dependent child, or
relative, subject to the general eligibility requirements as set out
in subsection (a), who resides in the stale of Kansas or whose
parent o other relative with whom the child is living resides in
the state of Kansas. Such assistance shall be known as aid to
families with dependent children.

(¢) Aid to families with dependent children; assignment of
support rights and limited power of attorney. By applying for or
receiving aid to families with dependent children such applicant
or recipient shall be deemed to have assigned to the sceretary on
behalf of the state any acerued, present or future rights to support
from any other person such applicant may have in such person’s
own behalf or in behalf of any other family member for whom the
applicant is applying for or recciving aid. Inany case in which an
order for child support has been established and the legal custo-
dian and obligee under the order surrenders physical custody of
the child to a caretaker relative without obtaining a modification
of legal custody and the carctaker relative’s support rights are
assigned pursuant to this section, the surrender of physical
custody and the assignment shall transter, by operation of law,
the child support obligation under the order to the seeretary on
behalf of the state. Such assignment shall be of all accrued,
present or future rights to support of the child surrendered to the
carctaker relative. The assignment of support rights shall auto-
matically become elfective upon the date of approval for or
receipt of such aid without the requirement that any document
be signed by the applicant, recipient or obligee. The assignment
shall remain in full force and effect so long as such person is an
applicant for or recipient of such aid or a caretaker relative ho
longer has physical custody of the child and aid to dependent
children is discontinued. Upon the discontinuance of such aid,
the assignment shall remain in effect as to unpaid support obli-
gations due and owing at the time of the discontinuance of such
aid until the claim of the secretary of social and rehabilitation
services for repayment of the unreimbursed portion of such aid is
satisfied. By applying for or receiving aid to dependent children
assistance, or by surrendering physical custody of a child to a
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caretaker relative whose support rights are assigned, the appli-
cant, recipient or obligee is also deemed to have appointed the
secrctary, or the secretary’s designee, as an attorney in fact to
perform the specific act of negotiating and endorsing all drafts,

checks, money orders or other negotiable instruments repre-

senting support payments received by the secretary in behalfl of

any person applying for, recciving or having received such
assistance or in behalf of an obligee whose child receives or has
received aid to dependent children because of the child’s place-
ment with a carctaker relative. This limited power of attorney
shall be effective from the date the secretary approves the
application for aid and shall remain in full force and effect as to
the respective support rights assigned to the sceretary under this
subsection (¢). The secretary retains the power to endorse ail
drafts, checks, money orders or other negotiable instruments
representing support to which the secretary retains a partial
claim pursuant to subsection (¢) of K.S.A. 39-754 and amend-
ments thereto.

(d)  Eligibility requirements for general assistance, the cost
of which is not shared by the federal govermment. (1) General
assistance niay be granted to eligible persons who do not qualily
{or financial assistance in a program in which the federal gov-
ernment participates and who satisfy the additional require-
ments prescribed by or under this subsection (d).

(A) To qualify for general -assistance in any form a needy
person must have insufficient income or resources to provide a
reasonable subsistence compatible with (l(,cu)cy and health and,
except as provided for transitional assistance, be a member of a
f(unily in which a minor child or a pregnant woman resides or be
unable to engage in employment. The seeretary shall adopt rules
and regulations preseribing eriteria for establishing when
minor child may be considered to be living with a family and
whether a person is able to engage in employment, including
such factors as age or physical or mental condition. Eligibility for
general assistance, other than transitional assistance, is limited to

families in which a minor child or a pregnant woman resides or

to an adult or tunily in which all legally responsible family
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members meet the eritorin established by sueh rales wnd regali-
Hons of the seeretary are unable to engage in employment.
Where a husband and wife are living together the combined

income or resources of both shall be considered in determining

the eligibility of ¢ither or both for such assistance unless other-
wise prohibited by law. The sccretary in determining need of
any applicant for or recipient of general assistance shall not take
into account the financial responsibility of any individual for any
applicant or recipient of general assistance unless such applicant
or recipient is such individual’s spouse or such individual’s
minor child or a minor stepchild if the stepchild is living with
such individual. In determining the need of an individual, the
seeretary may provide for income and resource exemptions,

(B) To qualify for general assistance in any form a needy
person must be a citizen of the United States oran alien lawfully
admitted to the United States and must be residing in the state of
Kansas.

(2) General assistance in the form of transitional assistunce
may be granted to eligible persons who do not qualify for
financial assistance in a program in which the federal govern-
ment participates and who satisty the additional requirements
prescribed by or under this subsection (d), but who do not meet
the criteria prescribed by rules and regulations of the secretary
relating to inability to engage in employmentg

(3) In addition to the other requirements prescribed under
this subsection (d), the secretary shall adopt rules and regula-
tions which establish community work experience program re-
quirements for eligibility for the receipt of general assistance in
any form and which establish penalties to be imposed when a
work assignment under a community work experience program
requirement is not completed without good cause. The secretary
may adopt rules and regulations establishing exemptions from
any such community work experience program requirements. A
first-time failure to complete such a work assignment require-
ment shall result in ineligibility to receive general assistance for
a period fixed by such rules and regulations of not more than
three calendar months. A subsequent failure to complete such a

or are not a member of a family in which a

minor or a pregnant woman resides
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tiating and endorsing all drafts, chiecks, money orders or other
negotiable instruments representing support payments received
by the secretary on behalf of any parent or other person other-
wise entitled to receive support payments pursuant to the as-
signment of support rights, This limited power of attorney shall
be effective from the date the assignment to support rights
becomes effective und shall remain in full force and effeet as to
the respective support rights assigned to the secretary under this
subsection. The secretary retains the power to endorse all drafts,
checks, money orders or other negotiable instruments repre-
senting support to which the secretary retains a partial claim
pursuant to K.S.A. 39-754 and amendments thereto.

S(cg'{l K.S.A. 1985 Supp. B30-702 and] 39-709 frel hereby

repealed.

Sec. Fl._r'l'his act shall take etfect and be in force from and
after its publication in the statute book,
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