April 26, 1986
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MINUTES OF THE _S€hate COMMITTEE ON ___Agriculture
The meeting was called to order by Senator Allen : at
Chairperson
10:42 4 m 5% on April 24 19§§inxoonlézéiﬁ___cﬁthe(hphoL
All members were present except: Senator Montgomery (excused)
Senator Kerr (excused)
Senator Warren (excused)
Committee staff present: Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research Department
Conferees appearing before the committee: Mike Johnson, Kansas State University

Mary Harper, Healy, Kansas

Senator Allen called the Committee to order and announced the meeting
was called for a hearing on HB 3080. He then called on Mike Johnson to

testify.

Mr. Johnson explained that HB 3080 provides Kansas State permission
to join the Tribune and the Garden City agricultural experiment stations
so that the operation and administration of both can be under one adminis-
tration and that the new name would be the Southwest Kansas Agricultural
Experiment Station. Mr. Johnson stated the personnel at the stations and
also legislators representing those areas have no objections to this plan
of combining the two stations administravely.

During Committee discussion Mr. Johnson explained the two stations
would be continuing to operate in their present locations. He explained
there would be a reduction of one senior scientist but that there would be
no cost savings immediately. The Committee suggested to Mr. Johnson that
when the reorganization is complete and when the new President of the
University is on the job that meetings be held for the purpose of study
and making plans concerning the time when the lease on the land at Garden
City will expire in approximately 19 years.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Johnson and called for Committee action on
HB 3080.

Senator Karr made a motion the Committee recommend HB 3080 favorable
for passage. Senator Gannon seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The Chairman called on Mary Harper for comments she wished to make.
Ms. Harper explained that she had a copy of a letter written by a

farmer experiencing foreclosure atithis time. She explained the letter
expressed the feelings and frustrations of many Kansas farmers (attachment 1).

The Chairman asked the Committee for suggestions of topics to be
requested for summer interim studies. The Chairman explained that pesticide
issues would be one recommendation.

The Committee, after discussing problems concerning farmers experiencing
foreclosure, suggested the Committee request an overall study for possible
assistance the state could provide to farmers. It was suggested maybe some
assistance could be planned that would help alleviate some of the harrassment
that farmers in foreclosure are receiving and that from such a study maybe
some helpful legislation would be suggested so that the Legislature would

not be in a position to be acting as a referee between the agricultural and
the financial interests.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not

been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 1 f 2
editing or corrections. Page —= 0
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Senator Arasmith made a motion the Committee request a study to
concern farm issues to determine if there is any legislative action that
would give agssistance to farmers going through foreclosure in Kansas.
Senator Karr seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Another Committee suggestion was made that studies continue to learn
about experiment stations not included in the study last summer; also
that the summer committee tour the stations of the southeastern part
of the state. It was stated that if needs at the experiment stations,
as seen by the Committee last summer, had not been funded that requests
for funding those needs should be resubmitted in the next budget. It
was also stated that helping the experiment stations in turn helps the
farmers in our state. Committee discussion included the need for the
new President of Kansas State to be informed of the need to request
adequate funds for the needs of the experiment stations in the budget
Kansas State presents to the Regents. It was requested that the Chairman
write a letter to the President at Kansas State reguesting the Kansas
State budget reflect total needs of our experiment stations and that the
University include the experiment station budgets be entered at the top
of the University budget instead of at the bottom.

The Chairman thanked Committee members for their attendance and

work with the legislation considered by this Committee during this
Legislative Session and then adjourned the Committee at 11:06 a.m.
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