February 11, 1986

Approved =
ate
MINUTES OF THE _Senate  COMMITTEE ON __Local Government
The meeting was called to order by Senator Don Montgomery at
Chairperson
9: 00 am./g&S on February 6 186 in room 231-N__ of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Senator Allen and Senator Steineger who were excused.

Committee staff present: Theresa Kiernan, Mike Heim, Emalene Correll, Lila McClaflin

Conferees appearing before the committee:

The minutes of the meeting of February 4, 1986 were presented.
Senator Daniels moved to approve the minutes. Senator Bogina
seconded the motion. The minutes were adopted.

The Chairman stated a letter from a Mrs. Charles Kiehorn,
Arkansas City, which is addressed to Senator Warren was distributed
per Senator Warren's request. In her letter Mrs. Kielhorn asked
the Legislature to pass some laws that would protect the citizens
in the State. (Attachment T1)

The Chairman opened the discussion on the amendments to H.B.
2117 and the incorporation of S.B. 427 into H.B. 2117. The
Committee went over each statute that would be amended by these
two proposals.

The Committee agreed by conceptual motion to include the
deannexation motion in H.B. 2117.

Committee discussion whether to include a mandamus action in
the deannexation procedure. Senator Bogina moved to have the time
limit be 5 vears for a hearing and if the services are not completed
in 2% more years, a deannexation procedure could start, and a
mandamus action be jncluded in the bill. Motion was seconded by
Senator Mulich. Motion carried.

Staff was instructed to draft a balloon of the amendments
and present it to the Committee next week. L

The meeting adjourned until February 10, 1986, at 9:00 a.m.
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Senator Don Montgomery' L
/

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of 1
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January 23, 1986

senator Joe Warren
State Senate Building
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Dear Sir,

I am writing this letter in regard to an annexation occuring in
Arkansas City, Kansas. There are several things regarding this
annexation which I feel should be brought to your attention.

First, at the meetings that were held by the City Commission,
there were questions which were not answered. Also, at each
meeting there was a large crowd of people none of whom were for
this annexation. I would think this should have had some bearing
on the decision of these five commissioners. Everyone knew that
they had already made up their minds, but we still felt that they
might listen to us. o

Second, on Thursday before the final meeting on Friday, I was
called by one of the commissioners. He told me that our area would
be annexed and there was nothing he could do about it because he
was trying to get some other concessions from the other commission-
ers on other property. He also told me there was a secret meeting
after the last commission meeting, two days earlier, and it was all
decided then and nothing would be changed from that decision. He
told me exactly which areas would be annexed and which ones would
not be. He said this was being rushed through before we got a new
City Manager. Shouldn't something like this take plenty of time.
and thought. He also told me the reason our area would be annexed
was because there was not one thing the City would have to do for
us and they would receive $50,000.00 in revenue. Is this the reason
for annexation? I would assume that it would be not only-'to get
our money, but possibly we could expect something in return for the
higyher taxes.

Also, I am wondering how it is legal for our City Commission to hold
a secret meeting. Supposedly they are representing the people, so
i~ seems the people should have a right to know what is going on.

Two be told the day before the supposedly final meeting that it is
11 decided and there is nothing that will change it does not seem
‘"air. The final decision was exactly as the commissioner had told
me 1t would be.

One area that was not annexed was land .Owned by a man who owed money
to the bank on it. He had bought it hoping to sell off lots for
development. He told the commissioners that if his land was annexed
he would have to let the bank have it back because he would not be

able to sell the lots. commissioner happens to be the Assistant
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Vice President of the bank holding the loard on this land. This
area was not annexed. Was this fair? Maybe if we had a locan on
our property at this bank it would not have been annexed.

I. think the legislature needs to pass some laws that would protect

citizens in the State of Kansas. There was nothing fair about this

annexation. The City picked out where they could get the most re-

venue for nothing in return and did not annex property for personal
. {business) reasons.

If there had been any people in our area who wanted to be in the
city limits, this might have been justified. Since there was not,
what made it fair for the City to just . take us in foéor the additional
money. '

Sincerely
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P. O. Box 1205
Arkansas City, Kansas 67005





