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Date

MINUTES OF THE __ SENATE  COMMITTEE ON _TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES

The meeting was called to order by __Sen. Bill Morris : at
Chairperson

9:00 am./gax on __Fepruary 11 19.86in room 313=S _ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:
Sen. Frey

Committee staff present:

Fred Carman, Revisor

Hank Avila, Legislative Research Department
Ben Barrett, Legislative Research Department
Louise Cunningham, Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Sen. Bob Talkington

Sen. Mike Johnston

Congressman Bob Whittaker

Ed Roitz, Pittsburg

Rep. Jim Patterson

Clayton Connell, Fredonia

Majoria Winn, Wilson County Commissioners

Mayor Rodger Shinn, Fredonia

Jerry Harper, Neodesha

Bill Dexter, Gott Manufacturing Co., Winfield

Don Munsell, Executive Vice President, Mid America, Inc., Parsons
J.D. Baumgardner, Parsons; Chairman, Board of County Commissioners
Erwin Knocke, Arkansas City, SE Transportation Coordinating Council
Dr. Warren Thomas, Coffeyville

Glenn Weldon, City Manager, Coffeyville

Gail Stout, Independence, Chamber of Commerce

Jim Dahman, Columbus Telephone Company, Labette County

Emerson Lynn, TIola

Robert Walker, City Manager, Chanute

Spencer Delamater, Consulting Engineer, Wichita

OPPONENT :
Gene Garman, Independence, Montgomery County Taxpayers Association

NEUTRAL:

Sen. Dave Kerr
Rob Fogo, Kansas Turnpike Authority

HEARING ON S.B. 492 - Southeast Kansas feasibility study.

Proponents:

Sen. Talkington said this feasibility study was very important to the
Southeast area of Kansas. It is very important to economic development.
He said he has always tried to work for highways and knows how important they
are for every area of the state but now in Southeast Kansas they have a
greater need.

Sen. Johnston said he wanted to thank Congressman Whittaker for all
the enthusiasm he gave to this project and he has made people think about
different ways to pay for it. He said the whole area was united and will
do whatever is necessary to make the highway a reality. A copy of his state-

ment is attached. (Att. 1).

Sen. Norvell said his district in western Kansas had proposed a freeway
ten years ago and asked if there would be any objection to including Southwest
Kansas in the feasibility study as well. He said the two areas could work in
conjunction. There was no objection to this.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of L
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Congressman Whittaker said he has been concerned about the economically
depressed areas of the state and Southeast Kansas consistently has higher
unemployment levels than other areas of the state. One of the reasons is
lack of a good highway system. He formed a Steering Committee and all state
legislators from the area are serving on the committee. Every community
in Southeast Kansas is united in this. A copy of his statement is attached.
(Att. 2). Congressman Whittaker also submitted copies of resolutions and
petitions from Southeast Kansas which are on file in the Legislative Research
Department.

Rep. Jim Patterson, Independence, said in their area they have electric-
ity, water, workers and Pittsburg State University but now they need a good
highway system. They feel they have a "Tiger" by the tail and are ready to
turn him loose with some economic development. A copy of his statement is
attached. (Att. 3).

Ed Roitz, Pittsburg, said this would be an investment. It would pay
for itself and also increase all economic activity in the region. A copy
of his statement is attached. (Att. 4).

Clavton Connell, Fredonia, said he was a member of the Steering Com-
mittee and has been involved with highway improvement for many years. If
they would have had support like this a number of years ago they would have
had the highway built and would have been enjoying it. He introduced other
people from his area that had traveled a great distance to attend this hear-
ing. A copy of his statement is attached. (Att. 5).

Majoria Winn, Fredonia, said she was representing the Commissioners
of Wilson County who were unable to be here today. They wanted to express
their support for S.B. 492, She presented a petition signed by fifty-one
people expressing support forthe bill. A copy is attached. (Att. 6).

Mavor Rodger J. Shinn, Fredonia, said the citizens of Fredonia and the
Chamber of Commerce supports this highway. A copy of his statement is

attached. (Att. 7). A letter from the Fredonia Chamber of Commerce is
also attached. (Att. 8).

Jerry Harper, Neodesha, said he was speaking on behalf of the Mayor
and Wilson County Commissioners. He said he had grown up in western Kansas
and attended K.U. and felt that Southeast Kansas was inaccessible. When
the area lost Standard 0il as a major industry the community diversified and
kept most of the people. This was done through hard work and dedication.
Linking the area to Wichita airline connections would be a big help. People
now go to Tulsa instead of Wichita. Good transportation is a necessity,
not a luxury. Someway Southeast Kansas has to find the money to do it.

The Chairman had received a letter from Nick Badway, Kansas Turnpike
Authority dated February 7, 1986 stating his support for S.B. 492. A copy
of the letter is attached. (Att. 9).

Bill Dexter, Gott Manufacturing Company, Winfield, said he was repre-
senting the Winfield Chamber of Commerce and said this area of the state had
the Jlowest per capita increase in the state and a good four-lane highway
would help the situation. They support S.B. 492.

Don Munsell, Executive Vice President, Mid-America, Inc., Parsons,
said there was sufficient concensus among Southeast Kansas citizens to
shoulder their share of financing for this project. A copy of his statement
is attached. (Att. 10).

J.D. Baumgardner, Chairman, Labette County Board of Commissioners,
said the community is united as one and appealed to the leaders of the state

to help them in their hour of need. Other areas of the state have benefited
from our interstate highways and now Southeast Kansas asks for their help in

supporting S.B. 492. A copy of his statement is attached. (Att. 11).
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Erwin Knocke, representing Ark City and Winfield, spoke of the efforts
in the past to get a highway in Southeast Kansas. He said they have all
learned from failures in the past. He submitted clippings of newpaper
articles on the subject entitled "A Twenty Year Paper Trail in Search of
Better Highways'". A copy is attached. (Att. 12).

Dr. Warren Thomas, Chairman of Coffeyville Chamber of Commerce Highway
Committee, urged support for S.B. 492 and said the whole state would benefit
by a road from Wichita to Joplin. A copy of his statement is attached.

(att. 13).

Glenn Weldon, City Manager, Coffeyville, strongly endorses S.B. 492
and said this road could be as efficient as any in the state system.

Gail Stout, Independence, Chamber of Commerce, said this highway was
their prime concern. They don't care if it is a tollroad, freeway or what.
They have passed resolutions urging the legislature to authorize such funds
as are necessary to conduct the feasibility study.

Jim Dahmen, Parsons, Executive Vice President of Mid-America, Inc.
compared the area to the Balkans and saidthe community now had Solidarity
and Congressman Whittaker was their Lech Walensa. The struggle has been
taken to the streets and new methods of financing highways are now being
researched. He also spoke of economic trends in Cherokee County. A copy
of his statement is attached. (Att. 14).

Emerson Lyvnn, Editor, Iola Register, spoke of the young people leaving
Kansas and said when our best people leave the state we pay a "stagnation"
tax. It is costing the state a great deal when they do nothing to improve
the highway system in this part of the state. A copy of his statement is
attached. (Att. 15).

Robert Walker, City Manager, Chanute, said he was born and raised in
that section of the state. The roads have not changed much in that period
of time. They are needed for the economy and he urged support.

Rep. Bill Grady, Parsons, submitted written testimony in favor of
S.B. 492. A copy of his statement is attached. (Att. 16).

Judy Riches, Pittsburg, submitted a statement supporting S.B. 492.
A copy is attached. (Att. 17).

Written testimony in support of S.B. 492 was submitted by Annette Tucker,

Vice President of Southeast Kansas Tourism Region dated February 10, 1986.
A copy 1s attached. {(Att. 18).

A letter to Chairman Morris from Vince Miller, President, Parsons
Chamber of Commerce dated February 10, 1986 in support of S.B. 492 was
submitted. (Att. 19). A copy is attached.

A letter from Mavor Mary Kay Ramsey, City of Parsons, dated February
10, 1986 to Chairman Morris in support of S.B. 492 was submitted. A copy
is attached. (Att. 20).

A statement from Wilson County Citizens and Wilson County Commissioners
in support of S.B. 492 dated February 10, 1986 was submitted. Copy is
attached. (Att. 21).

Spencer Delamater, Consulting Engineer, Wichita, said when you improve
a road you increase the traffic. Everyone benefits with people passing
through the state. He spoke of the trouble in driving to Branson, Mo. when
the weather was bad and said he drove through Oklahoma rather than driving
across Kansas. He said the Chamber of Commerce in Wichita was in favor of
this road but did not want to tell them where the road should be built.
They would rather wait until the movement is started and then there will be
much support. People are ready and willing to put money into this project.
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Congressman Whittaker thanked all the people who had driven to Topeka
to attend the hearing and asked those in the room supporting S.B. 492 to
stand up. Practically everyone in the room stood up.

OPPONENT :

Gene Garman, Independence, Montgomery County Taxpayers Association,
said while they do support improvement in highways, they do not support a
tollroad. He felt that $250,000 was unnecessary for a study that the Depart-
ment of Transportation should do. He said he knew of no industry that had
refused to come to the area because of the lack of roads. A copy of his
statement is attached. (Att. 22).

Mr. Garman was asked how many people he represented and he said the
membership could run from 400 to 36. They are issue-oriented. He was asked
how many people were present when he was elected. He said 25. Upon further
questioning he said he did not object to a new highway but did object a
tollroad.

One of the members said he was concerned about the cost of the study.
With this much support, couldn't part of it come from Southeast Kansas?

NEUTRAL:

Rob Fogo, Kansas Turnpike Authority, said he was not present as a
proponent or opponent but just to answer questions. He said their function
was to do what the legislature requests. He said some local units of govern-
ment have helped with the feasibility studies of interchanges. They have
been refunded if the project is feasible. KTA does not do the study. They
hire people to do it.

A memorandum to Ed DeSoignie from Michael F. O'Keefe, Director, Division
of Planning and Development, DOT, dated January 31, 1986 was submitted to
the Committee. It explained the effect S.B. 492 would have on the Department
of Transportation. A copy is attached. (Att. 23).

Sen. Dave Kerr said he was not an opponent of the bill but when Hutch-
inson felt the need for a four-lane highway they raised some of their own
money for engineering studies. He said communities that really want the
improvement should produce part of the money to conduct the studies.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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State of Ransas

Senate @f‘famher COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

MEMBER ELECTIONS
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION
INTERSTATE COOPERATION
LEGISLATIVE BUDGET
LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL

APPORTIONMENT

LEGISLATIVE COORDINATING COUNCIL
WAYS AND MEANS

MICHAEL L. JOHNSTON
SENATE MINORITY LEADER
SENATOR. FOURTEENTH DISTRICT
LABETTE COUNTY AND PARTS OF
CRAWFORD. MONTGOMERY AND
NEOSHO COUNTIES
PC BOX A
PARSONS. KANSAS 67357-0040

®ffice of Minority Leader

STATE CAPITOL
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66612-1565
$13-296-3245

Transportation & Utilities Committee
Senate Bill 492, Feasibility Study of Highway Project

February 10, 1986

Statement by Senator Michael Johnston

Thank vou, Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee
for affordinc me the oppcrtunity to appear today.

As I am sure you are aware, Senate Bill 482, is the
first step of a jocurney that I am convinced will culminate in
the construction of a four-lane highway between central Kansas
and southeastern Kansas at some time in the future. This
measure seeks to secure $250,000 to allow the Turnpike Authority
to contract for a feasibility report on constructin a turnpike

reeway project between central and southeastern Kansas.

Hhy

or
The bill is drawn so no existing road is favored over another
and no particular kind of project is favored over another.
Over the past several months, many of us from southeast Kansas
have been working with Conoressman Whittaker to develop the
kind of ¢rass roots support that is crucial to the support of

a project for our area of the state and we believe that support

has finally developed. I am convinced 1t will allow us to do
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whatever is necessaryv to make this long sought after project
a reality.

More importantly, during these rather difficult
times, it seems fairly clear that southeastern Kansas will not
grow and prosper as other parts of the state have and will
unless an improved transportation link between our state's most
populous area and southeastern Kansas becomes a realitv. One
has only tc look at the unemployment rate on an imperial basis
in those counties and adjoining counties which are served bv a
major four-lane highway and those which are not to see the
dramatic impact that highway transportation has on growth and
emplovment. Moreover, I have written to the Chancellor and
niversitv of Kansas, Wichita State University,

Pittsburc State University, and Emporia State University to ask

o
o’

their joint assistance in submitting id tc prepare an

economic impact statement on southeast Kansas in the event

this project becomes s realityv. I have talked to several

privately from throughout our part of the state to fund this

h

report. It could be cone in a concomitant fashion with the

[

feasibility report which is the subiect of the measure before vou.
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, it is my

fervent hope that members of the Kansas Legislature will look
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MR. CHATIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

[ WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE
YOU THIS MORNING IN‘SUPPORT oF SENATE BriL 492.

FtrsT, [ wouLD LIKE TO COMMEND YoU, CHAIRMAN MORRIS, FOR
SCHEDUL ING THIS HEARING AND FOR YOUR INTEREST AND SUPPORT FOR
OUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM IN SOUTH
CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST KANSAS. SECONDLY, [ WANT TO THANK AND
COMMEND SENATE PRESIDENT BoB TALKINGTOM AND SENATE MINORITY
LEADER MIKE JOHNSTON FOR THEIR INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BiLL
492.

SINCE APRIL OF LAST YEAR, | HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED
IN EFFORTS TO BRING A NEW FOUR LANE HIGHWAY To SouTH CENTRAL
AND SOUTHEAST KANSAS. SENATE BiLL 492 1S THE CULMINATION OF
THE FIRST PHASE OF THE EFFORTS OF MORE THAN 150 STATE LEGISLA-
TORS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS FROM THROUGHOUT THIS REGION WHO
HAVE BANDED TOGETHER IN AN EFFORT TO LINK THE HUTCHINSON,
WicHiTA AND JOPLIN, MISSOURT METROPOLITAN AREAS WITH A NEW
FOUR LANE HIGHWAY. SENATORS TALKINGTON AND JOHNSTON, ALONG
WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES FRANK GAINES, DAN THIESSEN AND REPRESENTA-
TIVES RocHELLE CHRONISTER AND REX CROWELL, HAVE PLAYED AN
INSTRUMENTAL ROLE IN GETTING US HERE TODAY.

As you KNow, SENATE BiLL 492 AUTHORIZES AND DIRECTS THE
KANSAS TURNPIKE AUTHORITY TO STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF

CONSTRUCTING A TURNPIKE OR A FREEWAY THROUGH SoUTH CENTRAL AND



SouTHEAST KANSAS. THIS STUDY, TO BE COMPLETED BY DECEMBER 31,
1986, wouLD DETERMINE THE MOST ACCEPTABLE ROUTE FOR THE
HIGHWAY AND EXPLORE VARIOUS OPTIONS TO FUND THE PROJECT. THE
COST OF THIS STUDY WOULD BE A RELATIVELY MoDEST $250,000-

WHiLe [ MAY BE ACCUSED OF BEING SOMEWHAT BIASED, MR.
CHATIRMAN, | BELTEVE THE NEED FOR THIS STUDY AND FOR A NEW FOUR
LANE HIGHWAY 1S CLEAR. STUDY AFTER STUDY CLEARLY SHOWS THAT
GOOD HIGHWAYS AFFECT THE ECONOMIES AND LIVELTIHOODS OF COMMUNI-
TIES AND REGIONS. WHILE MANY HAVE POINTED OUT THAT MY CONGRES-
STONAL DISTRICT 1S BLESSED WITH AN ABUNDANT NUMBER OF HIGHWAYS,
[ CAN PERSONALLY ATTEST TO THE FACT THAT SOUTHEAST KANSAS 1S
NOT BLESSED WITH A FAIR NUMBER OF GOOD HIGHWAYS -- LET ALONE A
FOUR LANE -- AS MANY OTHER REGIONS OF THE STATE ARE-.

Two WEEKS AGO, WHEN | ADDRESSED A JOINT SESSTON OF THE
KANSAS LEGISLATURE, | POINTED TO THE ECONOMIC GROWTH THAT HAS
OCCURRED ALONG THE SO CALLED “GOLDEN TRIANGLE", WHICH IS
BORDERED BY INTERSTATES 135, 35 AND /0, AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE
BENEFITS GOOD HIGHWAYS CAN BRING TO A COMMUNITY OR A REGION.
IN My CONGRESSTIONAL DISTRICT ALONE, THOSE COUNTIES SERVED BY
FOUR LANE HIGHWAYS HAVE HIGHER PER CAPITA INCOMES -- $1,000
HIGHER -- AND LOWER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES -- ALMOST 2% LOWER -~
THAN THOSE THAT DO NOT HAVE FOUR LANES. FURTHER, SOUTHEAST
KANSAS HAS EXPERIENCED UNEMPLOYMENT LEVELS CONSISTENTLY HIGHER
THAN THOSE OF ANY OTHER REGION OF THE STATE. [MANY ATTRIBUTE

THIS TO OUR INABILITY TO ATTRACT NEW INDUSTRY OR TO KEEP THE



ONES WE HAVE AND TIME AND AFTER TIME, IT SEEMS THAT WE LOOSE
OUT TO COMMUNTITIES WITHIN THE "“GOLDEN TRIANGLE” OR ARE TOLD WE
JUST DON'T HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE TO COMPETE WITH OTHER
REGIONS OF THE STATE.

As | ALLUDED TO EARLIER, IN APRIL OF LAST YEAR, [ FORMED
THE SOUTHEAST KANSAS TRANSPORTATION STEERING COMMITTEE TO
ADDRESS THE VERY PRESSING NEED FOR A NEW FOUR LANE HIGHWAY.
THis COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF OVER 150 POLITICAL AND COMMUNITY
LEADERS FROM THROUGHOUT THE F1FTH DISTRICT AND FROM WICHITA
AND HUTCHINSON AS WELL. | AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT EVERY SINGLE
STATE LEGISLATOR FROM THE THE AREA TO BE SERVED BY THE NEW
HIGHWAY HAS AGREED TO SERVE ON THIS PANEL AND THAT DOZENS OF
COMMUNITY LEADERS FROM EVERY SINGLE COUNTY IN SOUTHEAST KANSAS
HAVE AS WELL. IF I MAY, Mr. CHAIRMAN, [ wOULD LIKE TO ADD
THAT [ AM EXTREMELY HONORED THAT YOU HAVE AGREED TO SERVE ON
oUR COMMITTEE AND HAVE EXPRESSED YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR EFFORTS.

THE MESSAGE I WANT TO BRING TO YOU THIS MORNING IS THAT
WE WANT A NEW FOUR LANE HIGHWAY. WE ARE UNIFIED BEHIND SENATE
BiLL 492 AND ARE PREPARED TO DO WHATEVER 1S NECESSARY TO SEEK
ITS PASSAGE AND THE EVENTUAL CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HIGHWAY.
WE BELIEVE WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED OUR NEED FOR SUCH A ROUTE AND
WE STRONGLY BELIEVE, AS SPEAKER OF THE House Mike HAYDEN TOLD
A GATHERING OF OUR GROUP IN FREDONIA, THAT WE HAVE BEEN
OVERLOOKED IN THE PAST AND DESERVE A MODERN AND EFFICIENT
TRANSPORTATION LINK TO THE REST OF THE STATE-.

MR. CHATRMAN, [ AM VERY MUCH AWARE THAT EFFORTS TO BRING

A NEW FOUR LANE TO SoUTH CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST KANSAS HAVE



FAILED IN THE PAST AND THERE WILL BE THOSE WHO WILL ASK WHY WE
ARE REVIVING THIS DREAM TODAY. FIRST, [ THINK MOST WILL AGREE
THAT THE FEASIBILITY STUDIES THAT WERE CONDUCTED IN THE PAST

ARE OUTDATED -- TOO MUCH HAS CHANGED -- AND WE MUST HAVE NEW
DATA ON COSTS AND EXPLORE OTHER POSSIBLE ROUTES. SECONDLY,

NEW AND INNOVATIVE FINANCING CONCEPTS HAVE COME TO THE FORE
WHICH WILL HAVE BEARING ON THE FEASIBILITY OF A NEW ROAD.

ForR EXAMPLE, GOVERNOR CARLIN HAS PROPOSED THE CREATION OF
A NEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HIGHWAY PROGRAM AND HAS SINGLED OUT
OUR PROJECT AS THE TYPE HE WOULD LIKE TO FINANCE. FURTHER,
REPRESENTATIVE CHRONISTER, WORKING IN CONJUNCTION WITH SENATOR
JOHNSTON, 1S DEVELOPING A LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL WHICH WOULD
ENABLE LOCAL ENTITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FINANCING OF A
PROJECT. FINALLY, [ AM EXPLORING WAYS FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A MORE VISIBLE FASHION IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF OUR HIGHWAY -- BE IT A TOLL PROJECT, A FREEWAY OR A COMBINA-
TION OF THE TWwO.

OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE TO THE REVIVAL OF OUR DREAM IS THAT
SouTH CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST KANSANS ARE UNIFIED BEHIND THIS
EFFORT TO BRING A NEW FOUR LANE HIGHWAY TO THE REGION. PAST
PROJECTS HAVE DIED DUE TO LOCAL OPPOSITION, INFIGHTING OVER
ROUTES AND OTHER PAROCHIAL INTERESTS. [ CAN PROUDLY SAY THAT
WE HAVE LAID THESE DIFFERENCES ASIDE AND ARE NOW WORKING
TOWARD THE COMMON GOAL OF IMPROVING OUR REGION'S TRANSPORTA-
TION NETWORK.

By WAY OF DEMONSTRATING THIS UNIFIED COMMITMENT, | HAVE

HERE BEFORE ME, RESOLUTIONS OF SUPPORT FROM 45 CITIES,



COUNTIES, CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, AND.CIVIC AND BUSINESS
ORGANTZATIONS FROM THROUGAOUT SouTH CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST
KANSAS EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A NEW FOUR LANE HIGHWAY AND
CALLING UPON THE KANSAS LEGISLATURE TO AUTHORIZE AND FUND A
NEW FEASIBILITY STUDY. IN ADDITION, [ HAVE RECEIVED PETITIONS
BEARING OVER 1,000 SIGNATURES FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORT
OUR EFFORTS. [HESE RESOLUTIONS ARE SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE THEY
SPAN A WIDE GEOGRAPHICAL REGION. CITIES AS FAR APART AS
AUGUSTA AND ARKANSAS CiTY, AND CHANUTE AND COFFEYVILLE —- WHO
DEARLY WOULD LOVE FOR A NEW EAST-WEST FOUR LANE TO TRAVERSE
THETR BORDERS -- HAVE NEVERTHELESS LAID ASIDE THEIR COMPETING
INTERESTS AND SAID “NO MATTER WHERE THE EVENTUAL ROUTE LIES,
WE SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FOUR LANE-” THEY HAVE COME
TO RECOGNIZE, AS | HAVE, THAT WE ALL, AND BY THAT [ MEAN THE
ENTIRE STATE, WILL REAP THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS THAT A NEW FOUR
LANE HIGHWAY WOULD BRING.

WiTH YOUR PERMISSION, MR. CHAIRMAN, [ wOULD LIKE TO
PRESENT COPIES OF THESE RESOLUTIONS AND PETITIONS TO THE
COMMITTEE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND FOR INCLUSION IN YOUR
OFFICTAL RECORD-

I[N CONCLUSION, [ WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE MY STRONG AND
VOCAL SUPPORT FOR SENATE BiLL 492. THE TIME HAS COME TO RENEW
A DECADES OLD DREAM TO BUILD A FOUR LANE HIGHWAY THROUGH SOUTH
CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST KANSAS. A HIGHWAY THAT UNDOUBTEDLY
WOULD HELP TO REVITALIZE THE ECONOMY OF SouTH CENTRAL AND

SoUTHEAST KANSAS. THIS BILL, AND THE STUDY 1T AUTHORIZES, IS



BUT THE FIRST STEP IN A LONG AND DIFFICULT PROCESS TO BRING
THIS DREAM TO FRUITION. BUT WITH YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT, [ AM
CONFIDENT THAT THIS 1S A DREAM THAT CAN BE FULFILLED.

THANK YOU MR. CHATIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE-.
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HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

February 11, 1986

TO: SENATE TRANSPORTATION &
UTILITIES COMMITTEE

MR. CHAIRMAN & MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

I thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today.
T am Jim Patterson, State Representative from Independence, Kansas.
I want it clearly understood there is an Independence, Kansas that
draws the largest number of people to its annual event of Neewollah

than any other event in Kansas.

While we understand Harry Truman brought recognition to the
town of Independence, Missouri, I point out that Harry Sinclair

helped put Independence, Kansas on the map.

I strongly endorse and support SB 492 that provides for the
feasibility of constructing a turnpike or freeway from Wichita to
the southeast corner of Kansas, near Joplin, Missouri. Let me
tell you the reasons why I endorse, support and encourage you to

pass this legislation.

I understand that for the Chinese and some of our Vietnanese
friends this is the Year of the Tiger. TFor the great State of
Kansas, this is the Year of ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 1In Southeast
Kansas we have a Tiger by the tail. We are about ready to turn

him loose upon our negative minority.

In Southeast Kansas we have electricity available for the
largest type of users. At present, the price is a little rough
on the consumers. In time, we think the price may be less than
most places in the nation. If we can soon have a large increase in
the use of this electricity by industry, it will have a two-fold
effect. We will have to pay less for our electricity and we will
A77, )
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have more employment.

In Southeast Kansas we have water. The Elk City Reservoir is
located at the edge of Independence, the Big Hill Reservoir near
Parsons, Toronto Lake at Toronto, Fall River Lake near Fall River
and the John Redmond Reservoir near Burlington. This is sufficient

water for households, municipalities and industry.

In Southeast Kansas we have the workers. My November schedule
shows unemployment in ten southeast counties running from 5.6% to
9.7%. These people are workers and we have voc-tech schools that

will work with us to help train them for specific jobs if need be.

In Southeast Kansas we have Pittsburg State University that
has a unique development in plastics and wood. Pittsburg State
University is and has been working with industry in southeast Kansas
to improve and speed up ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

In order for these outstanding resources to be utilized for
the benefit of the total state, we need modern, safe, well built

"highways to bring in supplies and to move out the results.

Perhaps you are not aware that a four-lane highway is currently
under construction between Tulsa and Bartlesville, Oklahoma. There
is a super two-lane from Bartlesville to the Kansas line at Caney.
This is highway 75 that runs from Topeka through Tulsa. The Port
of Catoosa on the Verdigris River at the edge of Tulsa is a water
port. Freight coming in and going out of that port is cheaper
thah most shipping points in this part of the countr?. This 1is
100 miles south of Independence. A southeast highway from Wichita

to Joplin will cross highway 75.

It is possible shipments of grain from the Wichita area may
cost less by the Port of Catoosa. Supplies may come out at less

freight also.

Chautauqua County does not have a railroad within the county.
You are at great risk to your health if you drive highway 166 in
Chautaugqua County from Niotaze to Sedan. None of our people in
Kansas should be so isolated. A good southeast highway could only

improve their standard of living inasmuch as it would at least put
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them closer to a way in and out of their county.

Wichita and other cities in Kansas, no doubt, would benefit
from increased business within their cities. The map shows Wichita
118 miles from Independence. A good highway may cut a few miles
off of that. It is my opinion that many people would travel to
Wichita and other Kansas cities to trade that now go to Tulsa and
other Oklahoma cities due to the highways you must travel. At
present, the sales tax is less in Kansas, and there are other

reasons Kansas citizens may prefer to trade in Kansas.

Lady and Gentlemen, a highway in Southeast Kansas may be the
best ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT for the entire State of Kansas at this
time. According to an encyclopedia, the Appalachian Commission
was created, including ten states in the Appalachian Mountains, for
the purpose of ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. That encyclopedia said 80%

of the funds were used for road building.

Please help us turn loose the Tiger in Southeast Kansas.
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CITY OFFICES: 4TH AND PINE STREETS
P. O. BOX €88

EDWARD J. ROITZ, COMMISSIONER
Testimony before the
Senate Transportation Committee

February 11, 1986

Mister Chairman and members of the Transportation
Committee, I appreciate this opportunity to present this
testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 492, sponsored by
Senators Johnston and Talkington.

I testify today, not only in my official capacity with
the City of Pittsburg, but on behalf of those present today
from Pittsburg: Mr. Richard Parrish, President of the Board
of City Commissioners, Mr. Lou Atherton, Business Relations
Director for the City of Pittsburg, and Mr. Mike Conduff,
Pittsburg City Manager.

I strongly support Congressman Whittaker's effort to
make this highway proposal a reality. The unified commitment
from all of us in Kansas to bring this to passage will benefit
not only those in the Central and Southeastern parts of the
state, but will benefit all Kansans.

What we are discussing here today is an investment.

An investment not only to pay for itself, but to increase all
economic activity in the region. There would result in more
taxes to the state in the form of sales, income, and motor fuel
taxes, and also to the local units of government, the cities,
counties, and school districts, by the way of property and local
sales taxes.
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In addition, in the South-Central and South-East part
of the state would be a higher percentage chance of return of
the states investment. This region is ripe and eager to grow
and provide increased industrial activity.

An important aspect of a good highway system is to
insure a good flow of our states agricultural products from
"farm to market". This highway plan enhances movement of goods
to and from the West-Central wheat fields to the Port of
Catoosa, near Tulsa, and processing points East.

Those of us in Pittsburg know only too well the
importance of surface transportation, especially with the impending
abandonment of a 54-mile stretch of Santa Fe rail line between
Chanute and Pittsburg. This is but one example, as there are
also closings in the near future that will impact on communities
like Baxter Springs, Columbus, and Parsons.

Tourism is another significant benefit from this. The
Toronto, Fall River, Elk City, and Big Hill Lakes are wonderful
places to fish, boat, and to camp out, and improved highway access
to these recreational areas will not only help keep Kansans in
Kansas, but will encourage those from Arkansas, Missouri, and
Oklahoma to visit Kansas, and spend their money!

In conclusion, I would state without reservation, that a
new highway does more for increased job creation, economic
development, and ultimate career development for young Kansans

by accident, than any other single individual project or specific

endeavor does on purpose. Surface transportation is one of the




top six considerations for industrial expansion and/or
relocation, and in todays emphasis on not only attracting
new industry to our state, but to insure that we keep what
we already have, highways are a vital tool in fostering a

proper and appropriate atmosphere for JOBS.

Thank you, and I would stand for any questions.



FREDONIA CHAMBER 9/’ COMMERCE

524 MADISON - PHONE (316) 378-3221
FREDONIA, KANSAS
66736-0449

TO: Chairman Morris and members of the Transportation Committee

I am Clayton Connell from Fredonia. I am a member of the South-
east Kansas Highway Steering Committee. I appear before you in
support of Senate Bill 492. I have been involved in highway
improvement in the area for many years and have never known

more unfied support then we have at this present time. Have

we had this same support a number of years ago we would have

had the highway built and been enjoying the benefits of a South-
east Kansas highway. <

I fully support everything Congressmen Whittaker has said and
further remarks relative to the building of the highway. There
are a number of people I would like to recognize from my area-
and I would like to ask them to stand as I read their names:

Mayor Rodger Shinn

Richard Gillies, Mfg

George Pickell, State Bank of Fredonia

Art Miller, lst National Bank of Fredonia

John Gillett, County Atttorney and President of the Fredonia Chamber
of Commerce

SteveiRogers,Attorney

Dave Rogers, Attorney

Tom Studebaker, Fredonia Chamber of Commerce Industrial Dev. Chrm.

Marjoria Winn, Clerk for Wilson County Commission

Tom Adams, County Commissioner

Charles Parker, retired banker

Joe Bambick, CPA

Faye Williams

Thank you for the opportunity of appearing before you in support
of the Southeast Kansas Highway proposal and urge you to approve
the funding for the feasibility study for such highway.
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We the undersigned

We feel because of the need,
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respectfully petition for consideration of
of Kansas to include in state projects the expansion or creation of
to serve southeast Kansas.

studies appropiating

construction project should start immediately.

(Signatures are from the Wilson County Courthouse,

the State
a highway

money and scheduling for the

Fredonia, Ks.)
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We the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration of the State
of Kansas to include in state projects the expansion or creation ol a highway

to serve southeast Kansas.

We feel because of the need, studies appropiating money and scheduling for the
construction project should start immediately.

(Signatures are from the Wilson County Courthouse, Fredonla, ¥s.)
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CiTY OF FREDONIA

RODGER J. SHINN, MAYOR 314 N. 7th KAREN L. SHINN. MUNICIPAL CLERK

CLINTON L. RICHARDSON. FINANCE FREDONIA. KANSAS 66736
D. W SCHOOLCRAFT, UTILITIES Phon ,‘51(; 37$-294]
[ ol - T

Senator Morris and Committee Members

I will not go over ‘infomation this committee has
already been informed of.

However, I do want you to know the citizens of Fredonia,
Kansas wholeheartedly support this highway. When this highway is
built hopefully it will go through our City of Fredonia, or at
least close to our commmity. But rest assured that if it does
not, this highway will still have the support of our citizens

because it is the best chance of our contimual survival.

Comnls31oner D W Schoc{ycraft
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THE FREDONIZA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Fredonia Chamber of Commerce without reservation
supports the effort to establish a major east/west highway
through Southeast Kansas. Southeast Kansas 1s and has
been economically depressed because of a lack of a good
highway to Western Missouri and Western Kansas.

Business peonle lD our community have been trying
to comp te at a sign ant disadvantage for lack of a
good highway. This makes Ior higher costs with no direct

C

H\

line of travel both in time considerations and in actual
expenditures to deliver finished goods and products. People
do noct wish to locate *helr businesses here Dbecause 1t
is so inaccessible. We are not attracti g‘ new industry.
These problems would be greatly alleviated by the
construction of such a highway.

It is <for these reasons that the Fredcocnia business
community is united with the other communities of Southeast

h

in support of this highway wherever, it is built.

s,



KANbAS TURN PIKE AUTHODITY

]u IN RGO SOUTHEANT STATION  WICHITA, KANSAS 67218 316) 682-4537

February 7, 1986

Senator Bill Morris

Chairman - Transportation and Utilities Committee

Kansas State Senate

Dear Serator Morris:

trior committments preclude me from appearing in person, but
time permitting I would like this letter read into the record
tc show my unqualified support for Senate Bill LKo. 492.
Favorable action by this commitiee and subsequent passage of
this bill addresses the first step necessary to resolve a
highway deficiency of the southeast quadrant of Kansas that
has long been acknowledged and equally as long been ignored.
Representative Whittakers' Highway Bill which was announced
January 30, 1986, if successful, could provide funding possi-

bilities which have not been available before and in that re-

gard we must be ready to move swiftly.

Senate Bill I'o. 492 requires the feasibility data that any
funding program will need for firal determinatiors. I can
assure the committee that the Kansas Turnpike Authority will

proceed with dispatch if so decreed.

Respectfully submitted,

hick Badwey

S T 2//1/5'4%

zr7. (D

RN [ BOREMP, Secretan roasurer SENATOR BH.L MORRIS R DL QGO
Provce Village Wichita Chiet §oginecr- Manager
DN REY CHO Y e s RICHARIG R ROCK PAWRENCE ¢ GATES JON GIASER
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Senate Transportation and Utilities Committee
Public Hearing - February 11, 1986

Re: SB 492

Presented by: Don Munsell, Executive Vice President
Mid-America, Inc.
Parsons, Kansas

OFFICIAL STATEMENT

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Mid-America,
Inc., I come before you today to voice support for
passage of SB 492, calling for a feasibility study of
constructing a turnpike or freeway from Wichita, to
Joplin, Missouri.

Mid-America, Inc., a non-profit industrial
development corporation founded in 1957 represents 10
counties in Southeast Kansas; Anderson, Allen, Bourbon,
Crawford, Cherckee, Labette, Montgomery, Neosho, Wilson
and Woodson. The Mid-America region's population
exceeds 205,000 with 70% residing in 72 incorporated
communities, of which 24 are in excess of 1,000 personsJ
ranging from Altamont (1,047) to Pittsburg (18,759).
Economically, in comparison with other areas of the
state, the region for several years has continually
experienced a sluggish economy with higher_unemployment.

While the need for this highway project has sur-
faced several times over the years, area leaders are
unified in expressing the critical need of this high-

way project to improve and secure the long range

economic welfare of the region.

DEAN DANIEL

President

JERRY D. CARSON

President-Elect

Mid-Amri,inc.

P.0. BOX 708/PARSONS, KANSAS 67357

PHONE 316-421-6350

EXECUTIV
DO

E VICE PRES
N MUNSELL
CHAIRMAN
JAMES S. GILPIN

VICE PRESIDENTS
CHARLES W. BROWN
ROBERT M. BUNTING
GEORGE CLASEN
JAMES S. CRUTCHER
JEANIE HOLSTROM
ALBERT C. LIEBERT
PAUL PORTER

JAMES STALLBAUMER
JACK TEMPLIN
WILLIAM C. UNDERKOFLER
G. E. WORLEY

SECRETARY-TREASURER

JOHN G. McNAY

TRUSTEE

Steve Armstrong
Donald Benjamin
Louis C. Berrey
Troy Borum

A. L. Burgert
Marvin W. Cinotto
Tom H. Collinson
Harold L. Culver
Carl Daugherty
John E. Diehl
Frankie Dunnick
Dwayne C. Foltz
Richard E. Graue
Russell Hilton
Marion D. Houk
Wesley Houser
Wayne Jaynes
Michael D. Jeffers
Paul Kahn

Ronald R. Lang
William D. Lanham
Roger Leeseberg
Ted Lucas

Bruce Mullen
David D. Mullies
Tom Murrill

Mike Reid

Scott Schulte
Danny Scott

T.M. Shallenburger
Lyle Springer
Dick Stevens
Tom Studebaker
Dale Wells

Don E. West
Thomas L. Wilson
Gerald L. Wright

pr7. (9

A non-profit Development Corporation serving South?t Kansas
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This belief has been recently reinforced by findings of a objective
economic research study. Mid-Bmerica, Inc. in 1985, contracted with the
prestigious national research firm, Battelle Institute, Columbus, Ohio to
undertake extensive economic research of the area. Not to anyone's surprise,
lack of adequate highway facilities was a documented central weakness and
stated barrier to future economic development. Of course, there is little
debate to the significant economic benefits derived by such 4-lane projects,
as demonstrated by other syétems in Kansas and other states.

However, I am sure today, you will hear sufficient testimony as to the
area's need for this project as justification for the feasibility study.
Therefore, I would like to direct ybur thoughts to a broader economic
perspective that should concern all Kansans.

Recent research reports have shown continual accelerated projections
of population growth for the corridor of development from St. Louis to
Oklahoma City, particularly in southwest Missouri and northwest Arkansas.

In fact, no other corridor in proximity to our borders matches this projected
growth. , Therefore, it is our belief, that Kansas must directly tap this
source of expanded business activity. Linking Kansas to this commerce will
not only provide convenient access to central Kansas, but points west
(Colorado). In fact, on a much broader»scale, I would compare the wisdom

of examining this economic potential to that of College Boulevard several
years ago in Johnson County.

I urge members of this committee to examine further the four state
interstate system which clearly shoWs the significance of connecting south-
west Missouri to Kansas.

Recognizing the enormous investment required to construct this major
project, creative financing techniques utilizing a combination of federal,

state and regional funding, as well as user fees will no doubt be necessary.



T believe there is sufficient concensus among southeast Kansas citizens to
shoulder our fare share of financing this project.

As Kansans, we are not naive as to the political process and constraints
for effective legislative action on matters of this magnitude. Nevertheless,
current negative economic trends require bold initiatives for Kansas to
address our changing economic structure. Passage of SB 492 represents such
a bold step. However, we firmly believe this action is a crucial factor to

reach the long range economic recovery, stability and growth for southeast

and southcentral Kansas.
) A



BoOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

LABETTE COUNTY
OSWEGO, KANSAS 67356
316/795-4522

Senate Transportation and Utilities Committee
Public Hearing - February 11, 1986

Re: SB 492

Presented by: J. D, Baumgardner, Chairman

Labette County Board of Commissioners

OFFICIAL STATEMENT

We gather here today to discuss a very serious situation in Southeast
Kansas. This area has suffered chronic economic woes for several years.
Leaders, for the first time in many years, are united in their efforts to
bring a highway for our use closer to reality.

Year after year people‘in Southeast Kansas realized our needs for a
super highway were not to be answered. ILeaders in our area have embarked on
an aggressive recruitment effort by forming Mid America, Inc., an industrial
developement group comprised of ten counties in Southeast Kansas.

The record of Mid America, Inc., has been a success story, but more
needs to be done. A major highway would provide an important boost in the
future growth of Southeast Kansas and the State of Kansas. We appeal to the
leaders in all areas of the state to help us in our time of need and support
funding for the highway study.

We ask the community leaders in Wichita, our largest city, to remember
they need us as we need them, Wichita is important to the Kansas economy, but
so is Southeast Kansas. Our good neighbors to the north in Johnson County,
with their traffic congestion, should remember they will benefit from our
prosperity. Let those Citizens of Salina, Emporia, Topeka and elsewhere
that have reaped the resources of interstate highways, remember those highways
were constructed with the help of our tax dollars. We ask your help in our
efforts to attract and retain industry. We are asking for your support in
seeking some of the economic growth other areas of the state are enjoying.

We realize a quarter of a million dollars is a lot of money, but it
represents an important investment for an area with high unemployment and a

declining agricultural and industrial base.

pr7 (1
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Southeast Kansas is ready to face the challenge in finding new methods
of financing our highway improvement needs. We only ask you, our legislators,
to consider the highway study and to make the necessary funding available so

that all of Kansas can once again move forward.

N



WILSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
FREDONIA, KANSAS

Senator Morris and Committee

‘e

OFFICE OF THE

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PHONE 378-2502
BOARD MEETS EACH MONDAY

February 10, 1986

as does all southeast Kansas.

Wilson County has need for better road ways,
The proposed Wichita to Joplin highway would service our county in a number of
ways.

We wisl interest and azpproval of Senate Bill #492 with the

h to express our
attached signatures.
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A SAGA OF FAILURE, FRUSTRATION, UNFULFILLED PROMISES,
AND ECONCMIC DEGRADATION

Frepared by
Erwin Enocke
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Twio-Turnpike Bill
Just Migni Do 1

The Kansas Legislature is domg a real dis-
service to us pore folks down here in Sunflower
Mason-Dixon country. So many bills have been
introduced that we’ve run out of fingers and
toes to count ’em on. .

We don’t have to have many smarts, howevar,
to reach the sunple conclusion that no matter
how hard the hovs in ’Vopeka are vLJAUE o uup
us. we can expect to get the dickens kicked out
of us again,

We feel a little like Dixie must have felt m'

1869.

Of all the highway programs introduced in
this session, most of them have been aimed at
heiping Southeast Kansas. That in itself is
enough to make a lot of jackrabbits sit up and

 vote no.

to Arkansas Citv turnpike.

We have a suspicion, though that one bill will
stand head and shoulders over all the rest.
That’s the one, m .case you forgot, that was
introduced early in the session. It would build
a Kansas City to Galena turnpike and a Hays

Now, we don’t know many Bourbon, Craw-
ford and Cherokee countains who give a lick
about a diagonal turnpike from west to south
central Kansas. That probably is our first mis-
take, since the handwriting apparently is on the
wall that the two turnpikes must go hand-in-
hand to get past the governor’s good right hand
—the one that signs bills into law or vetoes
them into eternai damnation.

So, let us Dixiecrats and Dixiecans pause for

"~ g moment and consider this legisiative highway

situation. .

If we continue to cheer every .highway bill
introduced in the legislature, we're going to be
hoarse a long time before we have roads. Not
that the bills aren’t good ones. They just will
never make it. .

If we continue to plug for a Kansas City to
Ga‘ena Turnpike—which' everyone knows al-
is provided for by the law but unprovided for
by the legislature’s refusal te pledge gasoline
tax revenue behind the bonds, we probably can
expect to continue using hazardous US 69 for
a long, long time. After all, the state highway
commission is too busy building highways

“around the home town of the district highway

commissioner to make any additional improve-
ments on US 62 beyond those which already
are in the works.

Thus, if we confinue our present course, we
probably will end up with nothing—which has
been the highway story in Southeast Kansas for
far too many years.

2-/3-£1

this, anyway, outside nose )
liev ould get off a Apolmcal

However, if we throw our.suppombehma the_
HavsAx;ksnsss-aCLtmu’Eumpxke.\m conjunction
with the Kansas City-Galena route, we may
stand a chance.

It probably is just an amazing coincidenes-
that the Hays-Arkansas City route connects
the home towns of the Democratic state chair-
man, Norbert Dreiling of Hays, and the Demo-
cratic state governor, Robert Dockmg of,. Ars
kansas City. )

But let’s not let that bother us. . ’

Instead, lets look at it as a route connectmg
1.70 at Hays, which it would do, with a north-

* west diagonal from Tulsa towards Arkansas

City, which the Oklahoma solons reportedly

-have promised to provide. '

This, it seems to us, makes amazingly good
sense. It makes even better senge if our sup-
“port of that route will bring our turnpike closer
to reality.

Being a political realist, we see the two-turn-
pike bill getting the support of the mid-central
part of the state, especiaily those votes around
- Hays Great Bend Hutchinson, Wichita, Win-
fieid, Ark City, etc. It also should get the sup-—-
- port of the solons from Wyandotte County,
- Johnson County and all counties south. If the

governor and the state party chairman say

“yes” to this measure, that should sew up the

Democratlc vote,

Isolating the opposition in this manner, we se: :
only a smattering of objections from north cen- -
tral and southwest Kansas. :

So that’s the way it is, folks.

We say full speed ahead on this hill. At least, -

- it stands a chance of legislative approval alonz
. with a chance of the governor’s signature. The .
way we look at it, this is the only salvation to
“our highway problems in thig sessicn of the—’

" legislature.

It may not be good for the overall state high-
way program but en who has any hope of

center ?

) @be Rittsburg Z!aeabhgf)t-%ur
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Senote Vof'e

The Kansas Senate has passed by a whopping vote
of 31-6 a bl authorizing a turnpike from Hutchinson

to the state line east of Arkansas City.
mm—a\'xﬁzirng another turnptke
from Kansas City to Galeng.

The Hutchinson-Arkansas City turnpike bill now

goes to the House for consideration of Senate
amendments. . "
The House ! already has approved the
Hutchinson-Arkansas City turnpike, but did not
include the Kansas City-Galena turnpike. The Senate
committee added the provisions for that route.
In the Senate bill, up to $80 million In bonds

would be provided for the Hutchinson-Arkax}sgs City .
- B, 5 s A

‘toll road, and up to $150 million for the eastern
border tumplke

The Hutchinson-Arkansas City turnpike would link
up with Oklahoma access roads to the Port of

. Catoosa near Tulsa.

Sen. Tom Van Sickle, R-Fort Scott tried to amend
the bill to strike mention of the Kansas City-Galena
corridor from the bill, saying studies of the turnpike
there would “only allow the Highway Department to

S Locd

‘ B X ‘:\
" further delay wgrk on Highyyay.ﬁs.'f o

Sen. David Owen, ' R.Overland Park, offered a
substitute to Van Sickle's| motion, instructing the

Highway Department not to postpone any work on
Highway 69 -which has been scheduled. Owen’s

‘motion was adopted. Owen said he and Van Sickle
- both want a super-highway. for southeast Knnsas, but
: dlsagree on the method AN
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Some good may come out of the

~ demise of the projected turnpike

between Hutchinsen, Kan., and

_the Port of Catoosa, near Tulsa,
" Okla., after all.

Oklahoma-apparently is going
“to find that its leg of the pro-
; Dosed highway will not be eco-
noxmcally feasible. The traffic
_diverted to the two-state furn-
-plke would cut too much into
“revenues needed by the Cimar-

B -ron Tumplke,. already under con-

afr}han $500,000- the first yea

B e

"“”structlon. shea

,,“.

. ::;« The Clmarron route wﬂl n.n
U vfrom the Tulsa area westward fo °

g.,near Perry where it will ‘connect

o Ewith Interstate 35. A spur route
a:‘W}ll run to Stillwater.” - :

. w=>The’ ‘Oklahoma feasxbxhty stu—_

~ \.«‘t"“_?

“;&»"“

"’dy has showed that the €Catoosa *:
:éitnmpxke would reduce revenues
ecf the Cimarron route by more

w1th

swould-be" m_operatxon!
R

e%re s Anﬁther Way

loss growing to a full $1 million
a year by 1989.

‘This loss would create too
much of a load for the Cimarron
turnpike which is already in the
works, so Oklahoma is expected
not to approve its share of the
Hutchinson-Catoosa proposal.

Kansas’ approval hmged on
Oklahoma finding it feasible and
also on increasing the bond auth-
orization from $80 million to $83
million. The legislature had said
that Oklahoma would have to

~ declare its segment feasible be-

fore Kansas could approve con- .

‘structlon of 1ts

Now that that is apparenﬂy
out the window, it’s time to start
. thmkmg' about axternatlves. . ;;

Once ORIahoma completes the -
Clman'on link sbetween “Perry
-and Tulsa, there will be good °

~four-lane highwayfrom" Salina,

LRI u»,,~ LT

‘:Kan., to ‘Tulsa by following I35
tﬁt south to Perry and the Cimarron
e

.-‘.t&

hnk east i to Tulsa‘

N B

Gram shxppers in t‘le Hutch
inson area wishing to reach the
barge facilities at Catoosa couid
take either U.S. 50 east to New-
ton or K96 southeast to Wichita
to connect with 135. i :

Improvmg either US 50 be-
tween Hutchinson and Newton
or K96 into Wichita would pro-
vide that vital grain area with an
excellent, safe route to the barge

‘docks at Catoosa. Such improve-
ment, to make it worthwhile
should be to four-lane, hmd:ed~
access standards R o

Kansas should fmd thlS a fa :

- fly inexpensive and quick way, of

solving the problem of shlpplm
grain to the Oklahoma river port
_The proposal, because it takss
advanuage mostly of - alrea&"~
“existing highways or ones unczs:
“‘construction and does not plung
*‘the state into heavy" debt;merus
further ‘study if the legislatur:
I8 senous abou hemg economy-
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uesday, February 20, 1972

mewmm
s ~p Southeast Kansas

Needs Better Rﬂaﬁs o

A move by two southeast Kan-

aas representatives to stir action
on a turnpike in their part of
the state should be welcomed,
since it may accomplish its pur-
pose of getting something done
in that long-neglected area.

Reps. Gay Brokaw, D- Coffey—
ville, and Dan Thiessen, R-Inde-
pendence, have called for a fea-

v sm*hty study of a turnpike from
the nrkansas City-Winfi

They foresee the route tyingin
on the west with a proposed
turnpike linkin g Hutchinson,
Kan., with the Port of Catoosa,
near Tulsa, Okla. That route is
now under study, with Kansas
finding its part would be feasible
-- under certain circumstances if
- Oklahoma should approve 'its
- portion. But reports are that the

rpsults of the Oklahoma stu&y,.""

to be revealed Feb. 22, will indi---

cate its share of the turnpike will
not be feasible.

If this is the case and the
Hutchinson - Catoosa_route coi-
lapses before it is huilt, then the

" Brokaw - Thiessen proposal for

the companion turnpike along
the southern border of the state
would lack much substance.

But it would serve the legis-
lature with another notice that
a southeast Kansas highway
route still is essential and impor—
tant to the economic growth of
that region. A variety of organi-
zations has been formed through
the decades.to promote a good

" throughway from central Kan-
“sas into the southeast, but legis-
lative money has always been
deemed - more Important ‘else~

Several good proposals for su- .
per}ug‘hwayx ha.ve been- made 'f; stat

but perhaps the.most pmm1ng

of producing adequate traffic to

warrant it would be one roughs»

parallening Vo )

&S0 tne Fredomia area and

then along any one of several

alternate routes to the Jeplin vi-

cinity where it would eonnect.
with Interstate 44 and U.S. 66.

FEstablishment of such a route
in conjunction with four-lane im-
provement of U.S. 54 west into
Liberal would provide the south-
ern nalf of the state with a de-
cent east-west highway capable
of handling the traffic volume it
would generate under those fa-
vorahle conmtmns. '

qou’cheasi: Kansas has

ong encughs;’
Tegislature wﬂl be the one whxcn

_- finally does something to bring
" that area into long - awaited

equahty with the rest of thn_
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The surprise econcurrence
“Tuesday of the Kansas House
Zleaves the fate of the proposed
“oll road from the Wichita. area
to southeast Kansas in the hands
of Governor Docking. Actually it
swould be new only from the point

“s@astward from the present turn-
zpike near Winfield.

-

v If he signs the bill creating
this turnpike, it will be built—
provvdmg a feasibility study
durns cut favorably. :
; The Eagle has long supported
2 better route to the southeast.
:Bad roads in all directions virty--.
&ally isolate southeast Kansas
and it is long past time to do
omethmg about it. ~p -
# But it i3 unlikely tﬁat this toll -
'road is the best answer. The
Jorgensen. Report. of some 10 .
\ gears ago estabhshed asa h1gh-~

e st

ém,e_m
Aot

%

+ “T'“_L ..'l'T.”Q 1Q'_-

W

way priority a freeway that" -

would extend from a point in
southeast Kansas to Wichita.
Such a route has had at least lip

service from the legislature and
from highway boosters ever
-since.

And then in the thhway bill
of 1969 the legislature estab-
lished. a system of corridors in
various parts of the state that
were to receive early priorities
for improvement to freeway
standards. One of these corri-
dors runs from Wichita to the

more northerly route than the
proposed turnpxke.

- It has several v.u'tues.
would serve.  a more populous
_area, generally, than the turn-
plke. It would be bmlt with

F

Ca

1569 HIOhway Plan
etier Than T umpme

Way mon*ec and it would be t011~
free.

~ "The only 2
about it is the time When_ it
would be built. All the rest is a

matter of statnte. The legisia- .

ture, if it feelx the urgency of
such a route—and it'is urgentiy
needed-—could assign it an early
priority. Certainly that makes

‘more sense than building a toll- -
road that WouId duphcace 1ts :

function. . . ..

W2y
..‘ ;a

sap

Lt el

* If the governmor is concernsd

southeast along a somewnat :With the best interests of the -

whoIe state; he’ll veto the toli

Inm to do because it would serve

Mﬁ/ﬁb@«%xﬂp\
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authorizing feasibility studies for turn-
-om the Miami-Linn County line south to
-ridor south from Ottawa to Coffeyville.
struction of the Ottawa-Coffeyville toll
ed down. -

. latest victory for proponents of the
ch appeared to be nothing more than a

" s
. .
" .
s

Ever since it was resurrected two weeks iater by the same comimiitee
has an amendment to a fesibility study bill for another turnpike, it has
had nothing but success. :

The Senate approved it Monday, sending it to the House despite some
open opposition and an attempt to strike the Southeast Kansas Turnpike
amendment and send it to a conference committee. It had little trouble

oviding for it was killed by the Senate
t a month ago. '

! Turnpi

"
B h

Reaction in Arkansas City today to
word that the Kansas House of -~
Representatives passage of the
Strother Field to Galena turnpike bill
ranged from ‘‘great” to “fantastic.”

Mayor Jack Mercer declared the new
road will be .a hoon to beth Strother
Field and Arkansas City. Mercer said

Ly, Kl o diiittes.

the the new turnpike will enhance the C

1. area’s economic growth potentialin the
future. - - - - :

“The road will be a great asset to .
both Strother Field and Arkansas City. ..
In the past we’ve been hurt by not .
having a major highway artery here —

- - but with the new road our economic
-, growth will be assured in years to
- <~ - come,” predicted Mercer. T
. _ [ The mayor indicated he hopes Gov.
“."_Robert Docking will sign the measure )

 Another Arkansas City resident

. ot i - .-expressing delight with -“the = -7
e e legislature’s Tuesday turnpike action - =T
3, was Ed Gilliland of Gilliland Printing -
Co. Gilliland, a member of the North-
s west Passage Association and the local -
es, . Chamber of .Commerce’s Highway 7
er- .- _Committee, has been active in recent
1an . years in promoting a new highway for
the area. : ) .
«1 think this is probably the biggest
o

- into law adding, “I'm sure he will.” =72 32

" e R

B R _ g
-+ ~=* Kocke said the new road will help %

ke Is
Boon to Arkansas City

(Turn to Page 14)

Economic

Strother Field a better industrial site -
than it is now,” noted Gilliland. ’

~ Gilliland said the new turnpike will
bring in more traffic and business in
the coming years. He stated that with
the opening of the Kaw Reservoir, now
slated for July of 1375, the road will be
of advantage to two states. -

e

. “We've already got it set up so that =« :7;
-’ Oklahoma can connect a highway to :
* this turnpike in the future. I'm sure sl
- 'they’ll end up doing that someday and o
_'theroad will run all the way to Tulsa,”™
~-#gGilliland observed. . -7

The Strother Field to Galena turnpike
: bill, which will stretch 133 miles, was
passed by the House of Represen tives =
- by a 74-37 count Tuesday. The measwwe
* had been given earlier approval by the .

Kansas Senate. _ <. ==

“Erwin Knocke, head of the chamber’s
i Highway Commitee, said today that=
“+" weyeryone who has worked on- getting -
-new highways is thrilled te death by the -
“news of the passage of the ‘highway

,..;:tz - : ;gé, ..{"n‘ B

dr DL

*.promote Arkansas City in the areas of = -
industrial growth, general business and
tanricem . We =aid *hat tn “‘get theece
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A suit which attempts to stop construction of the Southeast Kansas Turnpike
from the Arkansas ield ar r Strother Field Airport-Industrial
Park to Galena, Kan,, has been filed by e outheast as Landowners
‘Association. :
The 1974 Kansas Legislature authorized the turnpike.
-~ Defendants named are the Kansas Turnpike Authority and Kansas Highway
© Comrnission. The suit was filed in Shawnee County District Court Monday.
The plaintiffs, in addition to the association, are Kent Radcliff, Phyllis
Clayton and Lynn Swearingen, described in the petition as landowners whose
. - land would be taken by the proposed turnpike which would run into the
; wutheast corner of Kansas.
The suit seeks a permanent injunction to bar the KTA and Highway Com-
. mission from proceeding with condemnation of land along the proposed turn-
- . - pike route and construction of the toll road.
¢ The firms of Goodell, Casey, Briman and- Cogswell of Topeka and Her-
" shberger, Pattersonand J ones of Wichita were listed as Iegal repz =sentatives of
the plaintiffs.
The Kansas Turnpike Authority, which currently is conductmg a series of
meetings in southeast Kansas communities to explain the pro;ect and mwte
- . questions about it, has been aware of the pending suit. .= _°
- The KTA's general manager, Jerry Brindle, said ata meetmg last week in
-~ - Oswego that the KTA might bring such a smt 1tse1£ to clanfy the issue if the
27 " landowners didn’t file one. - -
«* .. Brindlesaid the KTA wants all legal questions resolved before it sells the $246 g
~ - million worth of bonds autbonzed by the legslatnre for, construcuon of the o
T, - turnpike. _<7-ihe s = mi S = S
.7Io o TheKTA is(:om:lucting%mother méeting tonight in Indepéndence a_\nd also has T OXEN TEAM GRE ETS MINNES
.3 aeeﬁngtscheduledmﬁxess‘;ixag nigtht in Coffeyville. —“=zT-"¢ . on T : provided amr authentic setting witl
e suit claims. the easKamasLandownersAssocaon a~~ Minn
fmemba-sknpafovermpersonSWhoownovermpereentofthelandaffected 7. When 40 esotaéHersarnve
- by construction of the proposed new turnpike. = . g -
... Besides seeking to block construction of the southeast mmpxke ‘the suit also
-.seeks to block construction. of a so-called ““connectar”” link authorized by the
;1973 legislature to be built between the pment Kamas'mrnplkenorth
. Wellmgton to the Strother Field area.” o ST S ReRSEs vl
- The 73 1 1slature authonzed $80 mxhou worth of bcnds be sald to buxla the

The suit alleges that constr ‘cuon of the m =

- *toad require that they be self-liquidating through the toll revenues they would - T
s generate but feasxbxhty studies show they won’t pay for themselves.

IR
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December T.-

says He's going to pre-file a bill
_for the 1975 legislative session

- that’ would rescind the authori- -~

-~ zation for tha Southeast Kansas

Turzigike N
* =-How his bill will fare is ques-
. tionable. .-The “authorization

‘paSaed. handﬂy in the House and

“‘by a narrow margin in the Sen-
“ate in 1974. There are a lot of
-‘néew members in both bodies for
~the 1975 session, and some of
the leadership has changed.

-Vermlllmn ‘argues that to

»mn: freeway and state highway
- funds for several years, virtu-
v ally depleting the highway re-

RS S

=
"‘There Aav be some hyperbole

rnpike would com- |

:'sources of Kansas for that time. -

Jin. what he =ays, but. 1t is fact
that to build the road requires
committing = freeway . funds
whlch would later be repald-

i

It is also fact though that
southeast Kansas has some of
the worst roads in the state and
that these must eventually be
upgraded. ‘ ;

It ‘would bseem far better to
postpone the new turnpike-than
to abandon it altogether, for the

day almost certainly will come -

when it is needed. But this- may

not be the prop1t10us t1me tO'

buzld it. i

With a Ba-mﬂe—an—hour speed‘

hm1t gasoline expensive and
hkely’ to get more so, and less

 highway travel than prekusly,
_.1it iz less painful to drive the old
’ -Z—Iane/ hxghw ays thggr 1t once

“in-time to drive the freeways

* rect route,

- tolls will be as high as once an- -
“ticipated, if present condmons‘ o

.

S

\‘
;

‘was. Tt aIso is less of 2 “saving

: \\w\

and turnpikes, except in cases
in which they offer a more di- »
“thus cuttmg dlso 2

tances. . - - TR ~ 7
Thxs in fac'c may be one of
the best arguments for delay in.

the Southeast Kansas Turnpike. -
It’s doubtful that revenues from

contmue for long.

" But to kill it outnght wouIcI
be a mistake. There’s no reason

" to suppose the automobile is go- "
“ing to pass from the scene. As
“cars
-grows, such a roadway doubt- .
less will be necessary some day.

increase and population > ¢

Let’s not make it any harder
than necessary to buxld 1t When el
mrcumstances Warrant. Sl
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L : & Wichita Caale Thursday, November 1§ 1976
= 2o gpsrns LaTans, i o8I Lo
L3 0% The Need Exist ‘
J A 11née €e XI1sts 7
“ Judge Newton Vickers’ ruling against oppo- o Hi way 166, which provi most
~.nents of the propo utheast Kansas Turn-  diréct route, via Arkansas Ci ans
und for T Lake, Arkansas, Mem-

gike doesn’t, mxfommaﬁy, automaticaily

Clear the way Jor construction of the turnpike,

_even though the legislature
1974 . |

pes

authorized it In

" There are still a lot of complicéting facfbrs

" among them the fact that all construction

rt Dock-

- costs have soared since ex-Gov. Kobert Dock:
»Ing signed legislatiop approving what was
jv:”c;onceived as a $202 million project.

Another complication is that the legislation

provided for state Department of Transporta-

tion financial assistance until the new tollway

.. became fully self-supporting. No toll road
» operates in the black during its first few years.

PR

-

aar

The present Kansas Turnpike paid its own
way all the way because the turnpike authori-
ty had covered expected early losses through

phis and the southeastern Gulf and coastal

S, at least half a dozen furns
een ity and e proposed

pike would enable motorists o cut across

the same area in up to an hour less time be- -
_cause the 139 mile route would eliminate all

the 45 degree turns, three-way intersections
and local traffic in more than a dozen towns —
yet motorists bound for, say, Sedan or Coffey-
ville or Chetopa, the “catfush capital of the
world,” would get off the pike within a few
minutes of their destinations. .

< The Southeast Turnpike would put a four-
lane route within 20 miles of industries in
towns like Independence, Parsons and Pitts-
burg. Fredonia and Chanute wouldn’t be much

capitalization in its bond sale program. The far_ther away. '

”‘;"ﬁT fearsu]tgagmcgs hioning initial pike ' It would giire southeast Kansans a four: e

g icits i nstructi N : L our- - (,

- agdc,i,ai:tzname pr%eg‘;;f.fsfm e ction ‘lane link, via the present Turnpike, Interstate w

B s on st e 135 (formerly I-35W) and I-70 to the Denver st

2 On the other hand, Construction of the ~ area and the northwest. - T e

¥ Southeast Kansas Turnpike might be the least ~ L . -

¢ costly way of providing a much needed first « Conversely, it would be an incentive for

% class route across the southeast corner of the travelers from the west and the northwest who

% siate. Consider: . .. ~eeow oo - . aT€ bound for the Ozarks, the Guif or Florida B:

I D . ST =77 777 to sample southeast Kansas scenery. At pres- 7

E e ds of Kansans travel frequently to  ent, Oklahocma offers much better routes. .- %

® jnvestment or recreational property in the - & - oo T e i T s og

- Znortheast Oklahoma lake country, Missouri’s . - Let’s see what we can do. In other parts of ot
~~- Table Rock lake area or the Ozarks — butall :._the country, freeways have hfq as’ .

- % exisiing Kansas routes toward those areas are = follways: : And _southeast Kansas . y.V

narrow, hazardous and decades out of date. . needs a better route of some kind. . 0 5 P

T SRt S S U s LA SR g
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2 wwr - Another Delay -k
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"/.(\;EMBER CHAMBERS:

» ARKANSAS CITY o AUGUSTA s DERBY
e EL DORADO & EMPCRIA e GREAT BEND

COUNCIL OF (HAMBERS OF COMMERCE GF SCUTH CENTRAL XANSAS  LWASTEAD  + MESSTON o HILLSSORO

HUTCHINSON o KINGMAN o LINDSBORG

[

Administrative Office:
LYONS e McPHERSON e NEWTON o PRATT

)

350 WEST DOUGLAS » WICHITA, KANSAS 67202 ¢ TELEPHONE: (31&i 265-7771

SALINA o WELLINGTON o WINFIELD « WICHITA

November 11, 1976

TO: Member Chambers ‘
Council of Chamhers of Commerce of South Central Kansas

FROM: Erwin Knocke, Chairman
Highway Committee

Dear Council Members:

In October a letter was mailed to you asking for your contributiom to the
1977 Legislative Policy Manual. Specifically, it requested written
objective evaluation of Kansas highway needs and problem~solving suggestions.

Two policy statements have been received and they are enclosed for your
review. Also enclosed are photocopies of an ad from the November 15
TIME Magazine and an article from the KANSAS CITY STAR just reprinted in
a KG&E newsletter., They both seem appropriate.

«fQEAD SN : i
The enclosures support the& thought that some new approach is needed to
help create a blanket of sound economy and industry reaching into more
Kansas communities. 1here 1s a general feeling that neither state nor federal
_statutes, policies or subsequent allocatiocns begin to recognize the
seriousness of pon-metropolitan problems and needs. Hopefully, a degree
of balance is possible. o

The Legislative Committee will begin formulating policy in its meeting omn
November 19, 1976. You are most welcome to attend this meeting, which
will be held at 2:30 p.m. at the Wichita Area Chamber of Commerce building,

350 West Douglas.

EX:pr
Enclosnresﬁ>

WW%W _{LWJ&%

/
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i { SUGGESTED ACTIONS

J
Am austere but adequate program that repairs and maintains our present
highways. It must concentrate on bringing a greater number of road miles
to standards that can be afforded. This need not eliminate the full expressway
plans but they should be critically and objectively restudied. More type 2,
3, and L roads should be planned with bond program dollars so that more can
be accomplished. ’

Before any additional new extended road relocation plans are developed,
Lthe Department of Transportation should accomplish the following statewide:

i. Culverts and bridges should have a gtandard minimm width end lcad rating.
A11 not meeting such standards for state and federal highways should be
corrected as a first priority of the state.

2. Minimum shoulder width and slope standards for these highways should be
established and constructed.

3. Right-of-way of all highways with daily traffic count in excess of 1000
should be widened, to Super Two standards.

L. Short crooks and bends and sharp curves should be reengineered for safety
or even removed if possible.

5. Short segments of dangercus crooked roads should be relocated on a
limited basis.

.

6. 014 style concrete culverts with thick abuttment ends lying parallel and
directly adjacent to the roadway that form driveways into fields, pastures, a.nd
farmyards should be replaced with modern metal culverts at a safe minimum
distance from the paving.

7. Heavy maintenance funding should be increased so that some of these
improvements might be done by state highway personnel and equipment.

8. Let safety improvements spring up in every county across the state of
Kansas by initiating program "Project 105", It contemplates improvements
in 105 counties, completed in 105 months -- 1977 through 1985. Beginning
in each of the twélve advisory commission districts no later than mid 1977,
pilot projects should improve culverts, bridges, shoulders, ditches and
ROW as listed above.

The State Legisla;@e and Department of Transportation should be urged to once
agalnl consiasy New turnpike congtruction and subsidizing them if necessary to
~Znable more miles of construction and to provide additional highway financing

actual users.
”
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»,Southeast Turnpike Needed

i A lot of Wichlta area re~1dents travel back
t and forth to the Ozarks with some regularity
: because of recreational or business interests
: there.

. For anyone heading out of South Central
- Kansas toward any part of the nation’s south-
- eastern quadrant, the shortest route often is
- either straight east from Wichita or southeas-
¢ terly toward an eventual junction with high-
. way 166 which runs more or less straight —
minus a few sharp corners -— teward Joplin.

Y

e
e

) Unfortunately, none of those routes make

‘"

a4,

‘turns

- -

. As aresult, Ozarks bound travelers some-
: times are strongly tempted to drive south into

--Oklahoma because highway 60, though out of
the way, is generally a better road than the
Kansas routes. . :

v-\ PR
I

It could be that a number of Kansas towns

sare losing business because present routes
‘ across the area are so poar. T 3
BN 4 o R o o

>4 The proposed but often opposed Southeast

Kansas Tumplke would prov1de a modern ex- -

; i ¥
Ay
L ogen 3

- now followed by U.S. 54, K-96, U.S. 160 and
very good driving. Roads sometimes are nar- _
: row. Each of the routes across southeast .

. Kansas is non-blessed by several 30 degree

“approach get the job done fast enough? Or

_;_;None Tom Soo’h g |

-kmnasnkad M-J..m gmall-maﬁ-or af sannorn in. mulc B SO

L

pressway which would pay for 1tse1f w1th,toll ¢

money, becoming, thereafter a free roufe.

. Careful design in routing and the placement
of tollbooths should make possible access to
most of the area’s larger towns — Chanute,
Parsons, Iola, Fort Scott, Independence, Win-

field, Coffeyvﬂle Arkansas City, Plttsburg, ‘

for instance, within 30 or 40 miles.

The state’s long-range pnmary freeway
plan does envision eventual creation of a cor-
ridor which would utilize portions of the routes

K-57 and the current Department of Trans-

portation work program book lists a few pro- °

]ects which would tie in with this plan.

= e
T Bl

. Will the plecemeal freeway development

would a wholly new tollway give southeast

Kansas a decent arterial more quickly and ,
prove the better choice in the long run by
..being self-supporting and by bringing in-
o creased‘tounsm and business for the area"

B oAt least it's good that the two new leglsxator

“members of the Turnpike Authority, Sen

Robert Talkington, R-Tola, and Rep. John Ivy, *
7 ‘D-El Dorado, are willing to approach the -
Southeast Kansas Tumplke issue vylth open i

o . e s

AT vt.m SLs

=}
r
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’S ‘ VI U “fo th H S
It would appear that unless the Kansas  fact that there 1S N0 concewab‘e wa consui-
House shows more undersfanamg andconcern  ering the sfate Tde demand for i hwa S, that
sucé a road Eg% ever e Duilt iﬁﬁ EZE%HE I

for the needs of the peopie of Kansas than the

Senate has, the proposed Southeast Kansas nancing within the lifetime of angonenow dis-

Turnpike is dead. _ cussing it.

————

F nday the Senate assed a bill forblddmg A turnplke could be built in something be--

the use of stafé highway and freeway funds for . tween two and three years. It has taken about

the toilroad, which would connnect the present 30 years to get US-54 renovated from the west

tarnpike with Galena in the extreme south- city limits of Wichita to Kingman—this on a

east corner of Kansas. - - major highway with one of the hlghest prxon»
‘ ' ties for replacement. - :

Sen. John Vermillion of Independence, lon

WWW And in that same perxod of tlrne there has

T Thougk he has been vocal in his reasoning never been the first heginning made on any
against the road, he has ignored throughout kind of road to southeast I&ansas o
the reasons that argue in its favor.

tollroad would never pay for itseif, it will be
He says feasmlluy studles show it wouldn’t
pay for itself. Feasibility in such a connection g?%i%&igﬁ:‘gﬁn%e&?%ﬁféh; ;Sagitﬂél&g_
?ii’:smt?ﬁg e ?lll‘;sz oge Ofﬁtginﬁ;ng W:vaﬂable sidered. And despite its rather high tolls, it is
a gaway being used and is, in fact, paying off its bonds
years ahead of time and has suuphed encugh
in cash from the hlghway fund would be laid  ¢onditjon.
out to build the turnpike. That's incorrect. At M—i— :
worst, some part of this-amount might be The turnpike is the onl feaSIble wa of

needed sometime in the future to make up @ - having a route to southeast Kansas an tlmem
deficiency in bond payments. More ukely, 1t e To “Te 1t chould not be de-
would never be used at all. ©* = " feated on emotional arguments. The people

- T e “who would be served by it must hope the
Vermﬂhon whose own part of Kansas Would - House uses better ]udgment in this matter :

be served by the tumpxke, fails to mention the .. ;han the Senate. '

: B .
ST ot T a -.._,_,-)..x»«--_!,'...-_ AT YA

o ___,A F'avnr,tn the PCOD].C

As to the argument that tne proposed

— “Mu»-..« T

———
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U pdate the Freex reeway Plans

We have been pushing for new four-lane
highways in Kansas for so many years that to
do ctherwise is almost unthinkable.

But the state’s veewa:y' Sysiein was devised
13 years age, and during that time the inflation
rate has increased many-fold and an energy
crisis has developed

It is time to reassess the state’s highway
construction program .

Sen. Jack Stemeger D-Kansas Clty made

the point at a meeting in Hugoton, Kan., re-
cently. He said inflation and gasoline short-
‘agec have virtually invalidated the assump-

tions used in creating the proposed state
freeway system.

“Consequently, the original estimate of $300
million to complete the freeway system has
now increased to over $2 billion,” Steineger
said.

Undoubtedlir, completion of the full 1,234
miles of the original network would entail ex-
penditures far in excess of even $2 billion.

Under present plans, the freeway program

will expend $461 million by 1980, with less than
a fourth of the whole system under construc-
tion.

P
e . o
. - - ,«i-;' ;. -
T e ™

_ The present freeway constructlon program
was formulated by the legisiature in 1969,

based on the Jorgensen report completed in

~ 1962. The system was desxgned to accommo-
- date anticipated growth in traffic at top

speeds of 70 miles an hour. The map, shown }-
below, outhnes the mne corruiors in the sys- o

tem. =

- the bond payments in the future, accordmg to

uilding four-lane superhighways except In a
_ few justifiable cases. e

>y

expected to increase in proportion to antiei-
pated increases in the volume of traffic.
. L4
Steineger says that portion of the motor
fuels tax — the part that is supposed to retire |
the freeway construction bonds — has failedto !
increase as expected. :

There are grave doubts that the annual rev-
enues from this source will be enough to meet :

Steineger.
This might mean that highway mazintenance

funds would have to be diverted or that the i
motor fuel tax would have to be increased.

The maintenance funds are needed fo keep
existing roads in good shape And, to increase
gasolme taxes while the price of oil continues
to rise would be a burden on motorists. A
higher fuel tax would also drive up the price of |
merchandise hauled by truck. _ !

[

Certamly some of the state’s h1ghways are !

in need of improvement. ' d

e state ought

S ey
on its policy of

- The unobligated flmds in the freeway con-
- struction fund could then be diverted to up-

————

grading existing highways. )

“‘.."" FREENIY  STSTEN

e SR L Lo v e o4 ban
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Challenge to |
State Tollway

From Our News Services -

TCPEKA — A challenge tg legislation authorizing construc-

longed litigation has made past fe
obsolete.
In another decision, the court

dent Ross Doyen, R-Concordia.

severe setback for effective enforce-
ment of the Campaign Finance Act.

mediate release of a man convicted of
aggravated kidnapping because the
gﬂpect did not receive a speedy-

g e i —

- The court eliminated Iegal:foad- L

1

€

& .. .. blocks for the proposed turnpike by

¥ : rejecﬁngamitﬁledbytheSoutb&st' N

{ < - ¢~ Kansas Landowners Association to

g 2=~ block construction of the proposed

< 2y ;- 160-mile toll road from Winfield to

s s g:‘llena,xan.mgrmm’soﬁgjilaalaﬁt
been dismissed in wnee

ITTHT County District Court.

The association is madev up of more

ol T thanzmpersonsowningmorethanso
‘tookhfeva percent of the land across which the

ight, mid- mad would be built. e
jght oom ' AUTHORIZATION for the road was
TeITTRT NG e e A rnAR T Smieiabnra PPy

tion of a southeast Ransas turnpike was rejected Saturdav. by
the state Supreme COULL:
owever, the court cautioned that the decision dees not clear
. the way for immediate construction of the route because pro-
pheld the dismissal of campaign fi- G ' AT
ggme:e chaerga agains(z Sena&mgwi- Ovemﬂrs r'y
Kansas Aftorney General Curt ] S
Schneider said the decision causeda Llft B an On
ALSO, THE court ordered the im- Pe SthldeS o

co—spomoredbyKansasGovBobert
. ‘Bennett, urging an immediate tempo- .. ;.
-rarywaiveronthebanofcestain?k_ oL

. tion in which the governors agreed to -
: ca!:_lePraﬁiz:lentsz-terinB‘mn.We_st e

asibility studies for the route

_To Stop Invasion’

J T L el gt = 2

Of Grasshoppefs

-t e

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — The
Midwest governcrs conference ended - -—
Saturday after adopting a statement o

secticides to fight grasshoppers. -
Beamett also co-sponsored a resclu- . SE

Germany, asking him {8 reverse his
decision to increase beef import
quotas oy 200 million pounds.;

T~
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The Southeast Kansas Turnpike

Con a4

. ot
Toll road proposals never die, it seems, or
even lade away; they just keep generating
new Teasibility studies. So it is with the South-
east Kansas Turnpike proposal.

The Senate has passed a biil that would pro-
vide for $100,000 to study the feasibility of a
55-mile toll road that would use as much of the
existing K-9 right-of-way as possible between
Leon in Butler County and where K-96 ioins
K-39 north of Fredonia.

The idea makes a lot more sense than an
earlier proposal that would have routed a toll
road from the Kansas Turnpike near Winfield
through Arkansas City to near Galena. It
would cost a lot less, according to proponents
— about $30 million compared with more than
$200 million — and would take hardly any
farm land.

But is it really necessary? There isn’t any
doubt but that there needs to be a better way to
travel between the Wichita area and Southeast
Kansas. The most direct route is K-96, but it is
winding and narrow, and there is a lot of
weekend traffic to and from the recreational
areas at Fall River and Toronto.

S. 54 is better, but doesn’t serve the ex-
treme southeast corner of the state very well.
U.S. 160 and 166 aren’t much better than K-96.

As things stand now, there isn’t much com-
merce between Wichita and Southeast Kansas
because poor roads have taught Southeast
Kansans that it is easier to deal with Tulsa,
Joplin and Kansas City than Wichita. That
isn’t to say that better highways wouldn't
generate some traffic. But would there be
enough to pay off toll road bonds? A feasibility
study might give an indication, but it would
not be proof. The only way to find out for sure
would be to build the road and wait to see what
develops. It would be an expensive expen—
ment. -

) A,more sensible approach, we think, would
be to improve K-9 to what highway people
call “Super 2” status. That is to widen the
shoulders and the roadway, and build passing
lanes on the hills. Enough additional right-of-
way could be purchased for expansion to four

‘A “Super 2" route be-
tween Wichita and South-
east Kansas makes more
sense than a $1.5 million-
a-mile turnpike in a day of
decreasing energy sup-
plies and an increasing
pinch on the tax dollar.’

lanes in the future. The money could come out
of highway user funds that some legislators
think ought to be expanded by earmarking
such funds as automobile taxes and other in-
direct user fees.

In these days of a deepening energy short-
fall, and in a state that is behind only Texas
and California in the number and length of its

roads, it is difficult to justify a new road of

any kind. But improvements to existing roads
and highways must be made, if only to protect

the investment the taxpayers already have in -

them.

For that reason alone, a “Super 2” route

population centers of Southeast Kansas makes

more sense than a $1.5 million-a-mile turnpike

in a day of decreasing energy supplies and an
increasing pinch on the tax doilar.

And adding the expense of a $100,000 feasi-
bility study to the cost isn’t going to help the
matter one whit.

Car
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i posoed
‘The ‘Super 2" Alternative

Proponents in the Kansas Senate of a South- ~
east Kansas Turnpike suggest that it could -

just as well be “Super two-lane” as four-lane,
and that’s the best news we’ve heard around
here in a long time. :

- To their credit, Sens. Frank Gaines, D-
Augusta and Mike Johnson, D-Parsens, spon-

sors of a bill providing for a 21001000 fe351b111ty g
study of the idea, have agr e mea- -

SUTe could be amended to provide for the
less expensive option.

As we have said before, that Would be the

way to go. The Senate has passed the bill for a

study of a 55-mile toll road using as much of
the existing K-96 right-ol-way as possible be-

tween Leon 1n Butler County and where K-96
joins K-39 north of Fredonia.

ThlS is con51derably more sensible than an
earlier proposal to route a toll road from the
Kansas Turnpike near Winfield fhrough Ar-
kansas City to near Galena.

There is no doubt but that a better road is -

needed between Southeast Kansas and Wich-
ita. Mest commerce and social travel in the
southeast corner of the state now occurs be-
tween the area and Tulsa or Kansas Clty It
doesn’t have to be that way. ’

Upgradmg K-96, we think, is the best solu-

tion. The Parsons Sun edxtorlalxzea recently,
inresponse to an Eagle editorial proposing the
“Super 2" alternative, that if the feasibility ™

- study of the turnpike were to turn out nega- _

tive, then ““the conventional (improved K-96)
route, as exasperatmg as it appears is the
only answer.” " ;- : .

‘J/ FrAY J ._-_;

4| e

R SRy

" do something about highway connections be-

- tween Wichita and Southeast Kansas. Thatisa

* change from the general Wichita attitude as it
has prevailed in former years.”

. bill'to include consideration of improving K-3

.thmg as the more extravagant study, could be
.- price the people could afford. e

Bt v L AR AT

U

The Sun editorial went on to say: e

“We congratulate the Eagle for want ing to

That’s the crux of the problem, exactly
Getting the road that nearly everyone agrees
is needed will take cooperation among all
those concerned. In other words, Southeast
Kansans, the Legislature, Wichita and the
Kansas Department of Transportation will

" have to work in harness.

As Sen. John F.Vermillion, R-Independence,

A pomts out, the transportation department _f
“‘can well afford this investment (improving 3

K-96 to Super-2 status) and can program and = !
priorize this route, and I am certain that we clea's
can find sufficient money to finance this proj- for
ect. It is just a matter of the Department of abov
Transportation realizing that for once, we can Sfl‘:ntz
get together.” P “ﬁ;
We couldn’ t agree more. We in Wichitawant 40, u
a better road to Southeast Kansas, and we are that |
certain that Southeast Kansans: want it too  thes

And we are convinced that it can be done if . dmj

- everyone works together. Therefore we urge and:

the Legislature to amend the Turnpike study

to a Super-2 widened road. with broader
,shouIders and passmg lares on the hills. -

“Such.a system would accomphsh the same

accomplished quicker — and would be at a - A

o R e e S e T R

Salvagl' g Kansas Prlmary

s
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wouldn’t
enough in tolls generat > 3 om

on to Fredonia In Southeast Kansas to fi-
Nance the road. We, and others, have con-
tended as much all along. It makes a lot more
sense simply to improve K-96 to “‘Super 2”
status, as we suggested when the feasibility
study was proposed. .

Everyone agrees that K-96, the most direct
route from Wichita to Southeast Kansas, is
inadequate and that a better route to the
southeast is needed sorely, but it doesn’t have
to be a four-lane turnpike. A Super 2 highway

with widened shoulders and roadway, and

passing lanes on the hills, would do the job
nicely, and it could be financed with highway
user funds such as automobile taxes and other
indirect user fees. If the Legislature approves

Gov. John Carlin’s proposal for extending the 7 ':
. road between Wichita and Southeast Kansas, I

sales tax to gasoline purchases (see following
editorial), there will be even more money
avallable for road unprovement )

L

between the state’s largest city and Southeast
. Kansas because there isn't a really good road
connecting the two. K-96 is winding and nar-
.row, and there is considerable traffic on it,
'partlcularly on._summer weekends when

1 - S g BT PR s ‘»‘_-" ow

SRS 2 RN Y

——— - & Vel -

Kansas noads'. o
MA/‘Super 2 to S.E. Kansas...
{ t has taken $100,000 to find out, but now the "movement to the recreational areas at Fall_' 3

m islature knows there proba

- road is available.

1U.S.54 and U.S. 160 and 166 — but they all have

_not as dlrect

- practical and inexpensive way to do that is to

The need is obvious. There is little trade Wlth hlghway user I funds. =~ .-

ﬂ e va nothmg is done “Wichitans will continue to_-

_ elther for Wichlta or. Southeast Kansas.

River and Toronto are at their peak.

" Though a toll road might have made sense
when it was first proposed several years ago,
it simply isn’t practical today. A continuing
decline in the production of domestic crude oil
and an increasing dependence on foreign im-
ports have boosted the cost of operating pri-
vate automobiles drastically. With gasoline §
prices going up almost daily, motorists aren’t
likely totake a toll road when an alternate free

here are alternatives to K-96 — namely

drawbacks. U.S. 54, for example, isn’t really a
direct route to the extreme southeastern
corner of the state, and the other two high-
ways are as narrow and wmdmg as K-96, and

- “There is no doubt but that K96 is the best

and that it needs to be improved. The most

make it into a Super 2 highway, and ﬁnance it

J-,.umvmo—~_-.~ P

. avoid travel to Southeast Kansas, and South--
- east Kansans will continue their trade with
*=Tulsa, Kansas City and Joplir. That isn’t good
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capita income, 16 are west of 1135 — thh
most clustered in southwest Kansas.

ECONOMISTS AND government - offi-
cials say that while per capita income
may be higher in many Western Kansas
counties, the average resident there may
not be any better off than anyone else in
the state.

They say that the oil and ranching b051-
nesses have made a reiative handiul of
people rich, and that has distorted the per
capita figures. The low unemployment and
the low population found in many south-
western Kansas counties also raise. the
figure.

%
Whitham, who earns well above- the
average income, is typical of the relatively
rich, said Leonard Schruben, professor
emeritus in agrxcultural economics at Kan-
sas State University in Manhattan.

@ RICH, 12C, Col. 1
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Drlver Llsts

Assocxated Press =
-~ TOPEKA =— 'I'akmg advantage of
legislation enacted earlier this year,
58 of the state’s 105 trial courts
have asked for lists of driver’s li-
'cemforuseinpxckinojumxs.‘
Traditionally, voter registration
lists have been the primary source
for juries, but 3 new law permits
the use of driver’s license lists.
The Office of Judicial Administra-
tion reported that driver’s license
lists have been sent to 57 counties.
The lists contain 1.13 million

-y -y lade atsals) —~ - itame FLAN

Courts Seek

J uIiiOr MISS -

BELLEVILLE — Ange!a Ral-
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% . Stanton

.. Dickinson _

69 .......... Woodson 9,032

70 - ..o .. ... .. .Graham 9,028
7i ...-..-..... Lincoin 8,953
72 ... Miami 8.928
73 Jeeiien.n...-Osage. 8,902
74 ...........Republic. . 8886
. Crawford. .. 8,874
.....Gove 8837
.. .Rawlins 8,825
......Linn -~ 8782
... Ottawa: = 8751
. Cheyenne 8,673
.. Kingman 8,653
...Sheridan. . 8,623
. Wabaunsee % 8536
~...Hamilton - 8502
. .... Marion’ 8,430
. .....Brown 8,411
Pottawatomie 8,381
...... Smith. 8,368
... Jefferscn- . 8,344
....... Clay =~ 8328
.... Atchison = 8312
.... Douglas 8.284
.... Nemaha 8,179
we.....Riley<. 8077
.... Doniphan 8.065
ee.....Wison 8,048
“.......Chase - . 8033

98" ,...........Labette " 8024

99 ....i... Washington 7.980
: .. Jackson < 7,843
: 7.759
: : . 7723
108 .............Morris = 7612
104 .......... Cherokee _ 7.590
1060 ... Chautauqua . 7,588
Source: Annual Per Capita Income
Report from the U.S. Department of
Commerce's Bureau of Economic
Analysis, published April 1983. —

LEGAL PUBLICATION

Published in the Wichita Eagle-Beacon
October 22 and 24. 1983 (AKL AD0200;
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tons CEATION = CPERATING ASSISTANCE GRANT
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By Cleon Rickel
Traveler staff writer

“Stale transportation officials were
upmoved by pleas to upgrade U.S.
186 east of Arkansas City through
Chautauqua  County during a tran-

sportation public hearing at Cowley

County Community College Thur-
sday. s

2Erv Knocke, Arkansas City, and
dlar] Hill, Sedan, called U.S. 166 east
of Arkansas City and -through
Chaytaugqua County one of the most
ddngerous roads in the state.

"U.S. 166 serves several moderate-
sized Kansas citles and is a corridor
along several industrial areas,
Knocke said. :

*‘The state had promised to moder-
yize and upgrade U.S. 166 between
Arkandas City, through Coffeyville
and to the Missouri border because
of the road’s importance.

. However, the predecessor of the .

Kansas Department’ of Tran-
sportation backed out and instead
upgraded K96, which is to the north
and doesn’'l serve as many
population centers and industrial

two_men_bul_said such a project !
would be too expensive. T
There just isn't the kind of money ‘
needed” for upgrading U.S. 166, he
said. '
“Qur top priority is to keep the

existing road network we have now .

¥
A

areas as U.S. 166,
“Ppolitical expediency was the
determining factor,” Knocke said.
Because of the condition of the

roads, flat curves, blind hills, narrow

bridgesand few shoulders, drivers
are risking their lives to drive U.S.

- 166, he said.

“From little Niotaze (on the east
edge of Chautaugua County) east, it
is mostly good,” he said. “From
Niotaze west, it is really bad — not

_ even equal to a good county road. It

is more like a township road than
comparabletoa U.S. Highway..."

“We're talking about an accident a
week,” Hill, Sedan newspaper
editor, sald. “We're talking about
two deaths a year.”

“You've got a very dangerous
stretch of road.” )
" “we feel we're in a desperate
situation out there, Hill said.
“We've clearly got one the worst
roads in the state. We want to be
known for having the Rosebud Tour,

~ the Flint Hills and Emmett Kelly. In-
sﬁead, we've got Death Alley.”

State Transporation Secretary
John Kemp said he agreed with the

in operational condition. :
Some work along stretches of U.S. .

166 in Chautauqua County is being

i

considered for three to six years ;.

from now, he said.

_ Heagreed U.S. 166 between Arkan- K
sas Cily and Coffeyville had been

scheduled for a major overhaul but '
never came about. »

“That’s why we won't any com-'
mitments beyond two years,”” Kemp
said.

KDOT is setling up a new program .
of in which it will guarantee road
projects over a two year period.
Projects are tenatively scheduled for °
the next three years after the two-
year period.

Projects will be selected on the,
basis of professional engineering and
scientific dala and will try
eliminate political considerations, he
said.

to

R

KDOT will do nearly $8 t'nllvl)on’idn
road work In Cowley County’ for

Fiscal Years 1984 and 1985, which’

runs from. July 1,:1983 to.June 30,
1984, et CRMEAn)y
In FY 1984, KDOT will resurface
U.S. 168 east from Arkansas City:to
the K15 junction, build four bridges
— two near Tisdale, one near Dexter
and one east of Oxford = and’ a

major “4R" (repair,’ rehabilitate,

replace or reconstruct) road project’

north of the U.S.77-K15. junction
through Rock into Butler County, >
In FY 1985, KDOT will resurface

K15 between U.S. 166, and U.8.160. .

There will also be a major 4R road
project on U.S. 160 west of Winiield to
the Sumner County line, - - =/

Projects being considered in FY
1986-88 include a $878,000 project in-

volving the Arkansas River .bridge |
south of Arkansas City on U.S. 77 and ;
a $2.2 million project on U.5. 166 wes}

of Arkansas City.

Road and bridge projects have
. stepped up because of an influx |

generated by the increased federal
fuel 1ax and by a stale highway fun-

ding package passed by the |

Legislatyre last session, Kemp said.
. ‘,‘ R \:‘p»}
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SOUTHEAST KANZAS TURNPIKE MEETING July 24, 198E&

We commend thase responsibie Tor caiiing and conducting this impartant mesting.
Further, we sincerely thank Represantative Whittaker for asking us (Donna Avery and
Srwin ¥nocke) to serve with this study group. We hope there will be more discussion
meetings that we can personally attend.

Ous absence dees net indicate 2 fack of interest by us as Arkansas City
ron-iegizlative members - but is necessitated bv hospital treatment - and attendance
at a family reunian. .

do would |ike your minutes to reflect the foilowing:
,4‘! -~ .
1. The Ariansas City communify supports a Southeast Kansas Turnpike because:

P [ sy Loisitl

2. Ecconomic and Industrial improvemant for the generally depressed
sautheastern arex is a need of the State of Kansas that should carry 2 high
statewide priority.

(%:) The southeast sectien of Kansas desparately znd quickly needs better
ighways.

ades of no significant improvement, 2 turnpike szems To be
anty method by which a major road will be completed before anather dec
twa has besegn laos

industry apd Lo

4. The area nzeds a major road to really compate for
tane highway is needad &o

attract interstate travelers. We believe a four !

accomprien thie and a turnpike is the anly way. Such 3 ruoad ic cleariy
bevond the !imited fiscal capacity af KEDOT which is =tftempting to meet the
needs ot the whole sT3Le.

[}

. Continued improvements to internal highways in o2ur ared are still averdue and
still needad.

3. I* is clsar that the troubled national farm econamy is nat sufficient %a
carry a sector's economy. For pveryone's penefit., including many farmers wha
must have secsndary employment fo sustain their farms, additional nen-farm jobs
are needed. Dur existing industries need better highways ©o continue to prosper
and to grow. .

In pracesding on this mast important matter, soqg syhsidy may be neaded to
build such a road. 1o hold such subsidy to 2 minimum, the route carvying the
highest degree of feasibility should be Tound. At least twe or three rautes
shouid be studied and the final choice should be supported by all factians in
this gquadrant of the state, and hopefully, the full state of Kansas.

5. The routes studied need not bhe a totally straight line apprsach, but should
pravide sufficient deflection to allow as many community bodies as reasonably
passible to be served. This is not only to serve the most, but to zlso agather
the sreatest traffic potential.
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"COVER STORY:
SMALL TOWNS

farms and farmers have declined,
~rumber of things and the value o
things that farmers buy has increased
thus improving retail trade. Secondly
the employment of women has created
more jobs and income.

The next group, large towns, con-
sisted of: Garnett, Clay Center, Cou-
cordis, Anthony, Council Grove, Hol-
ton, Kingman, Beloit, Norton, Larned,
Pratt, Belleville, Lyons, Goodland,
and Colby.

An important point to keep in mind
is that this data is for the county, but,
because these were the largest towns
in the county, the data is representa-
tive of the towns’ progress over tbe
time period of 40 years. In fact,
becaunse the smaller towns in the
county may bave lost trade over the
period, the large towns growth may be
slightly understated.

The county population average loss
was 2,822, but the towns gained 646 in
average population. Employment in
agriculture decreased by 1,095, but
non-agricultural employment in-
creased 320. Employment increased in
all other categories.

Thirteen of the 15 counties, but only
three cities, lost population and these
losses were quite small. The big in-
creases in employment were in profes-
sional, retail, menufacturing. and con-
struction.

Again, this growth canbe accounted
for by the increased number and kinds
of services that an area needs in the
modern world. (See Table 2.)

The next group was small cities. '

There's a change in the data base for
this group as the employment num-
bers apply only to the city itself. The
. big differences will be agricultural
employment, which will now include
only the farmers living in the city.

The cities in this grou :
Arkansas Ci on, Chanute,
CoHeyville, El Dorado, Emporia, Fort

Scott, Hutchinson, Independence,
Lawrence, Leavenworth, Manhattan,
Newton, Ottawa, Parsons, Pittsburg,
and Salina.

In 1940, all of the cities were in the
central or eastern part of the state.
Johnson County didn’t have a city
between 10,000 and 50,000 in 1940.

The counties in this group increased

16

7,264, but the cities accounted for
6,943 of this increase. The major
increases in employment were1,206 in
manufacturing, 691 in retailing, and a
whopping 2,199 in professional. (See

The citigg that increased in popula-
tion were: Empona, wrence, Leav-

enworth, Manhattan, and Salina. All
. pmmsi—

but one of these gitjes E% ona mai or
‘east-west highwav. and three were

universl

== The cities that lost population were

ment has more than doubled in terms
of percentages. This is a unique group
because the growth is probably dus
chiefly to increases in overall income
created by agriculture. {See Table 4.)

The last group to be considered is
large cities: Kansas City, Topeke, and
Wichita.

The area with greatest increase in
employment is professional, and the
increase in this area is substantial
Recall, if you will, that this area
includes dectors, lawyers, engineers,

Aeemmeen, Coiteyville, Fort Scott,
Independence, and Parsons, all in the
southeast corner of the state and
none on a major interstate highway.

Anocner group oF Ive cities Which

juired speciz! anslysis was a group
of five western cities: Dodge City,
Garden City, Great Bend, Hays, and
Liberal. Their growth has been
remarkable, even though the area was
bard hit by the dust bow! conditions of
the 1930s and some sort of growth
spurt could’ve been expected.

The impressive changes in employ-
ment were in manufacturing, finance,
and professional where the employ-

teachers, nurses, managers, and tech-
nical people. It’s an inclusive category
and is characterized by a high level of
education. (See Table 5.}

The employment pattern for all
dties is remarkably consistent, which
suggests an underlying pattern for
bealthy development.

The important areas of employment
for all cities are manufacturing,
retailing, and the professional areas.
We're, indeed, in the post-industrial
period, even in Kansas.

And, the pattern seems to repeat
itself. The primary areas of growth are
manufacturing and professional over

"Table1”

Smali towns. -
" Average population
: 940 . 1980

'Pobulati_én ébuniy

Transporiation.. .
© U Wholesaling -
Retail <z~

E Cdﬁntypo}:ulétié)n;
P- City population 4
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the period of 40 years. Retailing is still
a major area of employment in a town
or city, but its growth as a part of the
lebor force is declining. :

The results of this study leaves us
with a number of implications for the

Smail towns {Less than 2,500 in 1940)
Many s towns, if they’
on'a mait transportation line, have a

necessarily inciude growth. If the
small town is also a county seat and

future population centers of Kansas.

| the major town in the county, the

Small cities
‘Average population
1840 - 0 1580

= Courifv population
I City population
Total employment

~ Energy (Mining}

- Construction
Manufacturing
_Transpaortation
“Wholesaling
‘Retailing. -~ 7"

. Table 4 E

Small western cities

7" Average population

_ County population- 15,280 " 24,530
__City population: " ", S 6,922 . 16,815
*Total empioyment ) 10,731

L AT

= Agriculture:

~ Energy {Mining} 333 -
Construction - 12

-, Manufacturing: Cmeand s i 230

- Transportation— SR . &

. Wholesaling : IR
Retailing

Large cities
Average population
1940 - 55527571980

= County population
L City popuiation -
ggm employment

populgLion in 1940) =
he small cities have the most

future of that population center is
virtually assured.

%{2,5% to 16,065
population in 1940)

Large towns will continue to draw
pew residents from the surrounding
areas. These population centers, with
their service and shopping facilities,
tend to attract people away from the Tgwa
smaller towns t%t are neither county
seats noi on a major highwayv.
Small cities {10,000 to 50,000

interesting implications. In order fora
small city to grow, it must be s
on a major nighway system.
may OcCcur as a result of governm

such as through funding of a univer-

™ sity, military facility, or aid of this

kind, or as a resuit of dty leadership
that's aggressive in economic devel-
opment that may attract private
investment. —E

“wammimn

Another important inference is that
those small cities that have exper-
jenced growth due primarily to
government projects may have been

lulled into a false sense of economic
(Continued)

FARM WOES COST JOBS

Richard Parker, president of Krause
Plow Corporation in Hutchinsor, points
to the loss of farm-related manu-
facturing jobs in Reno County.

Krause sales are off 27 percent,
but the company, founded in 1916
by Henry Krause, inventar of the one-
way plow, has avoided problems by not
borrowing to expand and not sacri-

KANSAS BUSINESS NEWS ¢ SEPTEMBER, 1985

ficing new product developrment.
' 17
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Behind the Headlines
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Interstates Alier N ation’s Econonvy, Geogw aph

® ALTER, From 11A

drained from trains and a giant
trucking and alr-{reight Industry
developed,

Broad rights-of-way cut
swaths through downtown and
countryside altke, wiping out
hundreds of low-income neighbor-
hoods, slicing through moun-
tains and forests and consuming
thousands of acres of fertile
cropland,

Fythe highways passed far
from some citles, consigning
them fo obscurity, and
boosted others that were closer {o
the route. They served as a
20th-century Santa Fe Trall fer~
tha-South and-Wesk-eramme a

syshol for Callfornia and contrib-

Had-to-tire-SumrBelt's ascendan-
cy.

Limited access on the free-
ways clobbered the “Ma & Pa”

roadside businesses, They were
replaced by standardized, nation-
wide franchises offering Iast
check-out, fast gas and fast food.
Howard Johnson's and Hollday
Inn became emplres, Shell and
Mobil grew even higger. Meals
by the bilitons built fortunes for
names such as Sluckey’s, Har-
dee's, Shakey’s, Wendy's and Mc-
Donald’s.

Interstates changed the
meanings of words and phrases
such as “cloverleaf,” “merge,”
“exit" and “interchange.” And a
new lanpuage was developed by
18-wheelln’ cowboys in thelr ef-
forts to move freight ever
faster,

Johin Blatnik, a former con-
gressman who was one of five

Along freeway routes,

‘Ma 8& Fa’” roadside

- businesses were replaced by standardized, na-
tionwide franchises offering fast check-out, fast

gas and fast food.

baa o o ]

In the hislory of the world.”

federal Highway Administra-
tion literature {n 1981 re-
ported this investment in
money,
lion total cost ($120 billion by
completion in 1992), 300 million
cubic yards of concrele, 1.5 bll-
tlon pounds of dynamile, land ac-
quisttion equal to more than
half the state of Connecticut,
enough steel reinforcing rods to
reach the moon 22 fimes, and 2.4

material and fime: $79 bii-

collar district in northern Minne-

sola. "It put a nlce solid floor
across the whole economy in
times of recession.”
Full employment was more
of a factor in Interstale planning
than most people think, accord-
inp to Lee Merlz, a Transporiation
Departient olftcial who is wrii-
ing a history of U.S. road building.
“Ike (President Dwight Ei-
senhower) was very much afrald
of another Depression setling in

after the Korcan War,"” Mer(z

authors of the House interstate sald.

bill in 1956, repeats a frequent
claim fhat the interstates were
“the biggest public works project

billlon hours of labor.

“It gave work all over the
country,” sald Blatnlk, a Demo- ~uch fears, combined with
crat who represenied a blue- b mounting pressure from cily

planners and state highwa:
officlals besel with traftic cony
tion and mounting fatalities,
were most influential in shapin
and enacting the 1956 law thai
created the National System ol
Interslate and Defense High-
ways, Meriz said.

Despile the system’s tilic,
probably too much has been
of the Pentagon's Interest in th
sysiem, Merlz and othets said I’
beyond requesting a few essen

. tlal routes and suggesting mini

mum heights for overpasses,
the Defense Liepartment’s influ
ence on the system has been
negligible.

Safely was a compeiling fare
tor in the enactment of the bill
and the design of the syctem.
Deaths per 100 mithon vehicle
miles In 1956 were 6.28, almos!
215 Hmes the 1983 rale of 2,73,
acording to the Natlonal Safely

Peace Pact
May Spark |

Violence
® SIKHS, From 11A

andhl received a standing
G ovation in Parliament when

the accord was announced
and many Stkh leaders jolned the
applause. Hindus and Sikhs
allke also heaped tribule on
Longowal, who only six months
ago was in prison for his role In
fighting army troops that ronted
Sikh extremists from the sacred
(,nl(lon Temple last ymr
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“"Castlewood” sheet

By Springmalid® A bequtiful floral print on
a sofl pink background with ruffled lace
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By Al Polczinski
' Slafl Writer

Rep. Bob Whittaker predicled .

Tuesday that Wichita businesses

“would take in milfions of consum-
-er dollars if a four-lane highway

.were bullt through southeast Kane
-8as.
~ Whittaker told the Wichita Area
_Chamber of Commerce that a re-
placement for routes now plagued
by frequent turns, narrow bridges,
narrow shoulders and miles of no-
passing zones “would open the
door to 280,000 consumers v|rtu'xl-
ly knocking on your eastern door.”
The 5th District  Republican
from Augusta sald the new route
would bring Wichita millions of
dollars that now are going to the
Tulsa and Kansas City markets.
Depending on the route chosen,
a highway tying Wichita to 1-44 in
the southeast corner of the state
iwould run for 150 to 175 miles. A

. southern course would serve Win-
" field, Arkansas City, Independence
;and Coffeyville, while a northern

“route would be closer to Augusta,

. Fredonla, Parsons and Piltsburg.

Within the next 12 months, Whit-

 taker sald, he hoped to have a
:constructlon study completed and

Wednesday,! September 25, 1 985

>.~ -~

Rep. Bob Whittaker said the new
route would bring Wichita millions of
consumer dollars that now are going to
the Tulsa and Kansas City markets

a specific route determined. He
declined to estimate the total cost
untll the study Is completed.

Whilttaker’s message struck a re-
sponsive note with the business au-
dience at the breakfast meeting in
Century 11

Chamber President Jerry Mallot
sald that the Wichita business
community Is extremely support-
ive. A resolution affirming its sup-
port probably will be taken up by
the executive board within the
next month or two, he said.

Whittaker sald support from the
chamber would help when a re-
quest for money to finance a study
of the proposal is before the 1986
Leglistature,

The Wichila chamber already

‘has a request from the Hutchinson

Chamher of Commerce to support
exp'\m}mg K-06 to a four-lane
highway between Hutchinson and
Wichita,

Mallot said whichever group as-
sembles a realistic financing pack-
age Is the proposal likely to move
ahead first.

“If the southeast Kansas route
becomes a toll road, it has a better
chance than a state-funded high-
way,” Mallot sald.

Whittaker is promoting the turn-
pike plan as the most likely meth-
od of bullding the road.

Federal gasoline-tax money Is
commilted to completion of a free-

In 3 Years, Hoppock Gave
1,795 Hours to Conununily

OHOPPOCK From 1C

~lloppock's 1,795 hours of volun- '

{eet work — the equivalent of
-more than 1% hours a day — iar

exceeded an BOG qn.:r rm}une-
TR TR B ETRRNE S O ; bl

not gifted at all, intellectually. I'm

* just a hard worker who's dedi-
. ‘cated to achleving my goals. So If

. It menns working 18 hours a day

. or taking 18 hours per semester

... 50 he #)
¢ o~ s Pesgd

vorntng s

pock's lawn customers. "1 think he
cares about people, and that's so
very Important in the medical pro-
fesslon.”

Another supporter of Yoppock is

- his flanves, Lorl Greer, 21, a mu-

clee it e sandae af l“‘ s

way system that Is 20 years behind
schedule and to maintaining exist-
ing freeways, he said.
At a July 26 meeting of south-
east Kansas communities leaders
in Fredonia, State Highway Direc-

'ﬂ_’ S

money also Is committed to nv
taining the present system and |
new projects,

Citing several possible finan:

methods

avallable,
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) _ Waller -also released the
" report on Kansasroads. T < -~
‘=~ The Road Information Program3¢-

4 = TWaller said his group did not

vy

iy

ference; Michae] Waller, progran
coordinator “for.; The* Road. 1
formation Program; said such a

4

S

£

" create about 14,000 jobs in the statei%_ 1

represents itself -as -a non-profiti |
yesearch agency sponsored by in-ir g
surance companies, motor vehicle &
manufacturers and highway con- i
tractors and other construction-:-
related businesses. .. e

The report said about 75 percent
of the state’s more than 21,000 miles .,
of roads are in poor or fair cop-=
dition. More than 56 percent of the -
state’s- " approximately 25,600 . -
bridges are in deficient condition.- .-.. .

A road in fair condition, Waller” |
said, at best needs resurfacing. A"
road in poor condition, he said, #
needs to be reconstructed. The total
cost of the 20-year improvement
program would be about $10.6
billion.

“You have to remember that
some of these roads were built 30, 40
or 50 years ago,” Waller said. “I
think the biggest thing in any effort
is to inform the public.”

The state Department of Tran-
sportation will spend about $204
million on_road and bridge -
_x%)_\ﬁggnﬁduring this fiscal year,

[ L

A

Wwhich began July 1, the report said,
and local governments will sg;nd
another $178 million. That, e
report s2id, will leave Kansas about

$149 million short of what

o am————

make recommendations on how to
raise money for projects, but he
said increasing user’s fees, such as
the state’s gasoiine tax, was
traditionally the best method. .

“That seems to be the most
equitable method,” Waller said.

Waller said the proposed road
pregram maintenance and im-
provement would help the state’s
economy by first adding to the num-_.
ber of constructions jobs, then in-
creasing the number of jobs- D]
related industries..: =

Alse, Waller said, the program
would save Kansas drivers money
by reducing the amount of fuel "
wasted because of bad roads and -
saving wear and tear on cars.
Waller said the average Kansas
driver pays an extra $219 a year in
fuel and maintenance costs.
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Senators, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am Dr Warren Thomas, Chairman of the Coffeyville Chamber of

Commerce Highway Committee.

We have come here today to urge you to consider a feasibility
study for a highway passing through Southeast Kansas, just as we
came years ago for another highway. Im those intervening years the
forturnes of our area have risen and fallen with the net effect
always less. In the last few years the decline has increased.
Montgomery County, more specifically Coffeyville, has experienced
the loss of some 1500 jobs. One cannot help but woﬁder what would
have been the effect on this area had that highway of more than a

decade ago been built.

Qur area must not be allowed to continue to be among the poorest
in the state. Studies from Emporia State University and Pittsburg
State University have mentioned that the progress of Southeast Kansas
hinges on the construction of a four lane road from Wichita to
Joplin Missouri. Such a road would have a very positive effect
not only on S E Kansas, but the whole state by increasing our ability

'to create an atmosphere conducive to attracting new industry.

With the past ever present on our mind, the Coffeyville Chamber

of Commerce strongly urges you to act favorably on Senate Bill #492.

Respectfully submitted,

Warren R Thomas, O0.D.




My name is: Jim Dahmen; I live in Parsons and am employed in
Columbus.

 —SOLIDARITVY-

It was February 15, 1985, as the then Executive Vice
President of Mid-America, Inc, I was invited by the Wichita Area
Chamber of Commerce to discuss what role the Chamber could play
in helping the economy of 1/4th of the state? The invitation was
extended by the Transportation Committee of the Wichita Chamber
and of course their primary concern related to transportation.

Afﬁer much discussion, the Transportation Committee
conicluded that, because of the great difficulty over 200,000
Kansans have in getting to our states major metropolitan city,
great sums of discretionary, disposable income is leaving the
State of Kansas. When disposable income leaves the state to
cities like Springfield, Tulsa, etc., so do tax dollars! It was
at this meeting we told the committee members that southeast
Kansas does not orient toward Wichita, but that they had the
power to change it! If Wichita, and its elected representatives
were serious about bringing southeast Kansas into the state, a
ribbon of concrete would be the tow line.

The title of my comments today is "Solidarity."” For the
last 109 yvears, southeast Kansas has been known as the "Balkans.”
Now most of you know, from your school history lessons, the
eastern European countries of 1990 plus years ago, had the
reputation of constantly fighting among themselves.' In our early

277 @
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mining era, southeast Kansas welcomed by the thousands, many of
these hardworking eastern Europeans. Their desendants are still
in southeast Kansas, carrying on the tradition of hard work. But
on this issue, solidarity is strong and our Lech Walensa, —Bob
Whittaker— has taken our struggle to the streets. I’m sure he’d
take it to the ship yards too, but we’re a little short of that
industry in Kansas!

Speaking of hard working people and industry, we have a
handout demonstrating the extreme need at least one county has
for the economic development an improved highway could bring. As
you can see, Cherokee County once had 44,0900 people now it has
only 22,909. Cherokee Coqnty is the 5th poorest county in the
state. Southeast Kansas counties regularly lead in the area of
high unemployment. Anderson, Woodson, Wilson, Cherokee,
Montgomery Counties all regularly make the news with high
unemployment percentages.

Mr. Chairman and committee members, Representative
Rochelle Chronister is researching right now a new method of
financing highways. If you will pass this funding proposal out
of your committee with a positive recommendation, and through
both houses of the legislature, we’re confident we can
demonstrate the economic impact of a highway on a region. More
importantly demonstrate to other areas how it can be done. We’re
asking you to help us orient inward into Kansas but we need a
decent highway to do it.

Thank you for your time.
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Population: Cherokes County 19GH - 1984

44880
4B
4RGN
35868
36808/
240808

nnnng

o £ B E

380848
PR
268068
24860
22668

o

o population

\E“Eké}f¥ig

2B8E0

D D B8 DR b8 BB 9 M 1M BY M DR Bk IR

Source.Ks Statistical Abhstpract 1983784



Puklic School Enpollwent to 1982

O
488 enro] lent

47080
4338
4400 -

\
4258 - \ - N
4108 e “B\\
3950 - S
3808 -
3650
3508
3358+

32806

1972 1993 1904 1905 1976 1900 1978 1928 1981 1%6e

SourceiBs Statistical fAbstract



Chepokee Co!Personal Income 19753 to 1983g;

13756 - SE
13258 1 county
12750 4
12258 1
11758
11258 4
18750 4
18258 4
9758 -
9254 A
8758 1
8258 -
7798 4
7258 4
6758 -
6258 -
3758 4
9258 +
4738 4
4258 -

%

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1988 1981 1982 1983

Source:l.5. Dept Comm Vol 5 T8-83 Census



Time to Hork Chevokes Co 1988

2438 -
2388 -
al38 -
2080 -
1830 -
1784 -
13348 -
1464 -
1238 -

1033
A EFER

950 -
808 - |
588

loss 10 in,  JO13 mimutes 2629 mimntes 308 mimutes §5 } wp Mimites

fournce Gen Zocial Econ Chayrac Ks-1988 Census



2434 -
2384
2138 -
2084 -
183H
1788 -
1338 1
1464 -
1258 -
1184 -

934

204 -

Gl

3164

Ik im R Fu Ch B3 in Jasper Gt W) in doplin Pn

founce Gen Zocial Econ Chavac Ks-1988 Cepsus



Imd. Fark #]
Ind. Fark #2
Ind. Fark #3
Block Flant

Imd. Park #1
Fiol Lmsr

Wabibh

Class L.td
Jorden

Hul vey

Ind. Fark

Thesr mex

Cherokes County

Industrial Froperty Available

BAXTER SPFRINGS
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RATE SURVEY OF EEL RATE RESEARCH COFMMITTEE MEMBERS
AVERAGE RATE FOR YEAR 1984

Company Name

FMontana Fowsr Company
Wast Fenn Company

Fotomac Edison Company
Ferntucky Fower Company
Monormbahsla Fower Company
Empire District Electric
Faciftic Fower % Light
Mirmesota Fowser

Fugelt Sound Fower % Light
Indianapolis Fowsr % Light
Ohio Fower Company
Hingsport Fower Company
Wheeling Electric Company
Morthern States Fower Co.
Fentucky Utilitiss Co.
Gulf States Ukilities
Fortland Gensral Electric
Duke Fower Company

Okl ahoma Gas % Electric
Appal achian Fowsr Co.
Fublic Service Indiana
Indiamna & Michigan Elec.
Fublic Service Oklahoma
Arlkansas Fowsr & Lioght
Fansas Gas & Elsctric
Texas Utilities Electric
Towa Southern Utilities
Fansas Fower % Light

Ohio Edison Company
Davton Fowsr %2 Light

Fansas Fower & Light

<&

Iowa Electric Light %2 Fower

Towsa Fowesr & Light Co.
Iowa Fublic Service Co
Bostorn Edison Company
United Illuminating Co.
San Diego Gas % Electric
Consolidated Edison of MY

Overall Residential I
Cents/EWH Cents/EWH

2.80
Z.90
4,01
4,09

4,325
4.28
4031
453
4.40
4.54
4,63
4. 6O
4,73
4.74
4.76
4.84
4.0
4,22
1. 53
4.99
S04
S.06
T. 06
S. 44
S.68
9. 80
S84

L oy
I w aied

bH.AE
b a4
7a 37
7.148
7 A0
10,632
10.66
11.3546

14.55

Souwroce: 1984 Year End EJE.IT. Rate

.87
5.13

= e

4.5%
.63
558
4.41
5.46
4.7%
5. 04
bH. 87
5. 04
675
bH.0b
5.39
T OO0
4,47
bell
T.92
5.62

[
wfowowdd

S5.73

baldh
7.18
7 .04
6.81
b B0
7 b4
8.46
7.75
7. A7
8.17
8. 350

21
11.48
11.28
11.20
16.50

Comparison Survey

ndustrial
Cents/ERH
2.29
.50
5.15
.95
E.54
.75
EZ. b7
4.586
2.75

2.63

E.91




angias Lty

Wednesday, September, 25, 1985

Jmes

¢

et

it e

'

: Kansas tire workers also face loss

. Plant’s closi

{

of jobs

. By Jake Thompson
Of the Mid-America Staff
MIAMI, Okla. — Beneath the
production line roar, Stan Mallory
constantly hears a new, gloomy
murmur at Miami’s B.F. Goodrich
Co. plant — the hum of rumors.

The Baxter Springs, Kan., rub-

. ber worker hears questions and .

speculation about a ssle, severance
pay, new jobs and more, a month
after Goodrich officials stunned
this area Aug. 23 by announcing

ng rocks Oklahomatt(-)‘s'.«m~ :§

that the 40-year-old tire manufac-
turing plant would_ close perma-

" nently in March.

“It makes it hard when you hear
it all day, and it's a little tiresome,”
said Mr. Mallory, 40. “l keep
thinking something good will come
out of it because you have to havea
positive attitude. When you initial-
Iy hear, it's an empty feeling. But
you can't sit and brood about it.” -

Company officials say the mar-

ket for the plant’s tires — passen-

v RN RN
£
. BENS
ger car, large truck, off-road and |
agricultural vehicles’ — " has:
crashed, and competition from im- .-
ports led to a decision to close one I."'

of Goodrich's four plants. The oth- , & -
ers are in Fort Wayne, Ind,, Tus<} ~
caloosa, Ala., and Oaks, Pa.. |~

When the doors shut in Miami,
about 400 of the 1,900 employees
will retire. The rest face searching
for new employment. Many are like ;
Mr. Mallory, whose only job has ,
.. Bee OKLAHOMA, A-16, Col. 1

IA-16  The Kansas City Times _ Wednesday, Septendber 25, 1985

'Oklahoma town looks ahéad

P

to day tire plant closes doors - :

more,” said Kenneth Miles, 38, ¢

Eontinued from Page A-1

. who lives near Galena and worked 1
16 years at the plant. “I don't

been 16 years at the plant 12 miles
south of the Kansas border.

Today & group of Kansas and

. Oklahoma officials and a special

. task force appointed by Oklahoma

| Gov. George Nigh are scheduled to
meet in Miami (pronounced My-

. amuh in Oklahoma), at an assis-
tance center Goodrich set up to
help its workers find new jobs.

The group hopes to soften the
blow to employees and the 15,000
population town of Miami by try-

. ing to find industries interested in
the plant's work force, said Steve
Ingram, head of a
worker program at the Kansas De-

* partment of Human Resources. He
snid Kansas could offer help in job

< placement, retraining, social ser-

‘vices such as counseling, and ef-

forts to draw new business.

+ Qoodrich, which covers 37 acres

.in Miami, has been part of the
town’s identity since 1945. It alao is
& vital comp t to the ecc it
of nearby towns, including Colum-
bus, Galena and Baxter Springs in
Kansas, city and state officials say.
Ahout 250 Kansans work at Good-

.1 rich.

The plant’s employees represent

. a payroll of about $60 million a

: year. And when gpending money

“Trom Goodrich salaries and tax

i paymenta dries up, the aftershocks

_could continue for years in a region

- already known for high unemploy-
ment,

*“This is the largest
maonufacturer’s closing in years (for
Oklahoma), and it's going to havea

+ horrendous effect. It'll impact not
only on Oklahoma, but Kansas,
. Missouri and Arkansas,” said
+ ! Grover Cleveland Phillips, director
"of the industrial division of the
! Oklahoma Department of Econom-
i ic Development, * X

He said the loss of 1,900 jobs at
| the plant may force supporting
* businesses in surrounding com-
munities to trim 1,000 more em-

. ployees. S

“Hopefully it won't be a mortal
blow, and hopefully we can get
someone in there to take advantage
of that work force,” Mr. Phillips
snid, noting that some tire compa-
nies have requested details about
possibly buying the plant. “We're
playing all the angles.”

Although Miami has a half-doz-
en other smaller industries, the
demise of Goodrich means some-
thing more ominous than a loss of
jobs. It means the restructuring of
the town's social: and economic
foundation. « -

L P T

‘“"{Knnsn '

Ciy 7

Kansas
’ Missouri

Miami *

Oklahoma = | Arkansas

dislocated

Times map * -
and the nearness of a recreational
lake, Grand Lake. ;

Some also doubt the reasons
given for closing. “In my opinion
they didn't want to operate it any-

" believe the Miami plant was losing

money.” .

+

S N
He is worried whether, if the

‘phmt is sold before March to
another tire company, the employ-
ees will get lJump-sum payments of

money held for their retirement M

he is worried about moving his wife

and two sons from his lifelong '

home.
“It's been like the steel mills, a

family kind of thing,” Mr. Miles .
said. “I1 know I don’t want to move ;
- away unless I have no other option.

Everybody like me, they dom’t
know what they:re going to do.”

. that they think they are due. And :

—

P
The Miami ~Chamiber of

Commerce uses a tire in its logo.

‘U'he plant is situated on Goodrich

Boulevard, ar is BFG Credit Union.

At Will Rogers Junior High School

next to the plant, & marquee last

: week offered an optimistic ,note:

“Welcome New Industry.” - -

| *The actual closing will be like

burning the school down or a death
in the family,” Cliff Whitehead,

; vice president of Local 318 of the

: United Rubber Workers Union,

snid at his office, where the day of

i Aug. 23, a day of mourning, was
:Iuilcked out on a calendar down the
ail. -

“We had known they were going
to do some altering of the coropa-
ny, but no one ever dreamed that
would mean closing the whole
plant,” Mr. Whitehead said. “The
thing about it is, this being the
largest employer in the area and
with its 40 years, some of the men
have grown up with Goodrich.
They've got deep roots here and
will have a very hard time moving

_ awny.”

. Miami city officials formed a
task force themselves to try to lure
new industry and keep families like
the Mallorys around, spending
money in the region.

“Now is an opportunity for us to
draw in people who worried about
competing with wage scales of well-
paid rubber workers,” said Chuck
Goldenberg, a city task force mem-

. ber and president of Miami's First
National Bank. “That wasn't really
a problem, but it was a perception
other industries had. The town has
survived closing lead and zinc
mines which were far larger than
Goodrich, The town has survived
hard economic times. The town
will survive. The job is to try to do
something good now.”

Fred Mills, administrator of the
Baptist Regional Health Center,
nodded and added, “The positives
and good things in the long run will

1 outweigh the trauma.” '

. For many Goodrich employees,
factors that may help drfiv new
employers also weigh against
quickly packing bags and fleeing:

. Miami is a small city between Jop-

lin and Tulsa, and locsl officials

point to its schools and churches
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BFGoodrich

Miami, Oklahoma

After 40 years, the B.F. Goodrich
tire plantin Miami is closing. -

The work force includes a variety
of high quality, dedicated em-

ployees. B.F.-Goodrich holds all

these fine people in -the highest
esteem and strongly recommends
the following workers.

¥ General Production ¥ Shipping & Receiving

% Quality Control ¥ Supervisors/ Foremen

¥ Clerical/Administrative ¥ Skilled Craftsmen

It is B.F. Goodrich's intent and interest to

assist in placing these fine employees. Any
employer who may wish to interview or wishes
further information is asked to contact: .
Ray McCalment (918) 542-8487 -
Employee Assistant Center

103 E. Central, Miami, Okla. 74354

St. James Court

_ BEGoodrich




Feb. 11, 1986

To: Senate Transportation and Utilities Committee
Subject: A statement in favor of S.B. #492

Sen. Morris and members of the committee: Thank you for the opportunity
to make a statement in favor of this important initiative for Kanmsas.

My name is Emerson Lynn. I am the editor of the Iola Register, a past
president of Mid-America, Inc., the 10-county industrial development organ-—
ization for Southeast Kansas, and am chairman of the Southeast Kansas Trans-
portation Coordinating Council which was organized by Rep. Whittaker to
work for the construction of an east-west highway of freeway quality
across the southeast quadrant of Kansas.

Perhaps the most telling argument in favor of S.B. 492 was made on
the front page of the Sunday Wichita Eagle-Beacon. At a good deal of expense
and effort, Eagle-Beacon reporters followed the careers of 1,359 of the Kansas
high school graduates between 1970 and 1980 who were National Merit semi-finalists.
Our best and brightest.

They discovered that 58 percent had left Kansas. Of those who stayed
in the state, 73 percent had left their hometowns. Most of those went to Wichita
or one of our larger cities located on ome of our Interstate highways.

Those bright youngsters who left Kansas went, according to their own
testimony, because Kansas couldn't offer them the opportunities they could
find elsewhere. Likewise, those who left cities like Iola, Fredonia, Chanute,
Parsons and Pittsburg to live im a city along I-70 or I-35 had their careers
in mind.

It has been said with wearying frequency that Kansas can't afford to
build a modern highway connecting Wichita with Joplin. The truth is that

Kansas can't afford to let Southeast Kansas continue to stagnate.

S.T«U lel,gc
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The stagnation tax we have been paying costs far more than it would take
to make the essential investments in modern highways needed to keep our state
competitive.

When we send our brightest young men and women out of Kansas as soon as
they graduate from high school, we pay a stagnation tax.

When we let whole sections of our state go into decline for lack of
a good highway system, we pay a stagnation tax.

It will cost a great deal of money to build the highway which is so
essential to the resurgence of Southeast Kansas. But it will cost the state
far more if nothing is done and the economy is allowed to sink further down.

Our choice is to move forward or fall backward. We can't stand still.

So I join my friends and neighbors in urging you to work for S.B. 492
in this session -- and to follow through by supporting the comstruction of

this important highway once the preliminary work is dome.
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February 11, 1986
Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee.

I appreciate the opportunity to submit written testimony

concerning Senate Bill 492. The proposed feasibility study
concerning a major highway through Southeast Kansas is extremely
important to our region of the state. The effort to improve road
conditions in Southeast Kansas is probably the single most unifying
issue within the region. Our citizens for years have realized the
crippling effect that the lack of a good transportation system has
had on the region. The demographics of the region guickly point
out that Southeast Kansas did not share equally in the economic
upswing of a few years ago and today is experiencing the brunt of

a depressed state economy.

In your capacity as spokeman for your district you realize that
improved economic conditions for one region of our state means
economic spinoffs for the entire state. Better roads means greater
access to markets in Wichita and throughout Kansas. There are
literally thousands of Southeast Kansans that head toward Oklahoma
and Missouri for the big city markets. One of our goals is to keep

Kansans in Kansas.
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JUDY S. RICHES PITTSBURG, KANSAS 66762 316/231-4245
PRESIDENT

February 11, 1986

In 1976 1 was employed by the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce, My
major responsibility was to attract new industry to the Pittsburg area and
assist local businesses with expansion efforts.

It became immediately apparent that one of the major complaints of
local industry was our highway system in Southeast Kansas,.

On at least three occasions, we LOST new industry because of our lack
of adequate highways!! One industry was one of the largest corporations in
America and their comment was that without better access to at least one major
city, they couldn't justify relocating a plant in Southeast Kansas,.

From Pittsburg and Southeast Kansas we have absolutely NO worthwhile
highway system linking us directly to Kansas City, Tulsa, Wichita or any other
major city.

It is obvious that the proposed highway system would definately

contfibute to industrial growth in Southeast Kansas and perhaps the entire state.

Judy S. Riches

277 (2
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ANNETTE TUCKER
PN Kansas
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"LAND OF AH'S"

Southeast Kansas Tourism Region

SENATOR BILL MORRIS, CHAIRMA
SENATE TRANSPORTATION & UTILITIES COMMITTEE
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
TOPEKA, KS 66612
IN RECENT YEARS THE SOUTHEAST KANSAS AREA HAS LED THE STATE IN UNEMPLOY-
MENT BECAUSE OF A CHANGING ECONOMY. HOWEVER, A STRONG WORK ETHNIC
EXISTS DUE TO A BACKGROUND IN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. INSTITUTIONS OF
H GHER LEARNING, SUCP AS PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY AND TWO-YEAR COLLEGES
IN THE REGION ARE WORKING WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS ON WAYS TO PLAN FOR

FUTURE GROWTH.

ING TO IMPROVE SERVICE TO THE TRAVELING PUBLIC.
ADS . INADEQUATE COMPARED TO SOME OTHER PARTS OF THE
MANY PEOPLE COME TO SOUTHEAST KANSAS ON EUQLNES AND

EFFORTS. ARE
cVEN THOUGH
\J‘A"TE 1&. GA\L‘

=S s
L
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FOR ~LFQJLRL. THE AREA OFFERS A WIDE VARIETY OF WATER SPORTS, P“h I
CAMPING, Z00S, PARKS, REGIONAL FESTIVALS AND ATTRACTIDN: D"“iP e TD
PRESERVING OUR HISTORY. CONVENTION FACILITIES FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM SIZE
GROUPS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE. ACCORDING TO THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC DEUELOPMENT, THE TOURISM INDUSTRY IS ALREADY ONE OF THE LEADING

EMPLOYERS IN THE STATE. AN IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THROUGH
SOUTHE ST KANSAS WOULD ENHANCE THE uJFuPTdNITY FOR ATTRACTING NEU
BUSINESS AND THE EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES BY INSUR FG SUPPLI
AND PRODUCTS CAN BE SHIPPED IN AN ECONOMICAL MANNER THIS WOULD 1IN
HE NUMBER OF JOBS AND THE ACTIVITY AMONG SERVICE RELQTED IPDUbTxI
WE IN SOUTHEAST KANSAS ARE WILLING TO COOPERATE
A FOUR LANE HIGHWAY FROM WICHITA TO JOPLIN BEC“
THAT NO MATTER WHAT ROUTE IS DESIGNATED, THE P
REGION AS A WHOLE. WE ARE SEEKING THE COOPERAT OF THE STATE BECAUSE
THERE IS ALSO A BELIEF THAT BY IMPROVING WORKING CONDITIONS IN SOUTHEARST
KANSAS, THE ENTIRE ECONOMY WILL BE AFFECTED BY INCREASING THE TAX BASE, "
TAKING PEOQOPLE OFF UNEMPLOYMENT AND WELFARE PROGRAMS, PLUS BRINGING
OUTSIDE DOLLARS INTO CIRCULATION. WE MUST ;D? TOGETHER TO BRING THESE
OPPORTUNITIES TO KANSAS. IMPROVING THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THROUGH
SOUTHEAST KANSAS IS A WAY TO OPEN ONE MORE DOOR INTO THE STATE.

N THE EFFORT TO BUILD
E THERE IS A BELIEF

ECT WILL BENEFIT THE
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PARSONS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PO.BOX 737 PARSONS, KANSAS 67357, (316) 421-6500

February 10, 1986

Senator Morris, Chairman
Senate Transportation and Utilities Committee
Public Hearing Senate Bill Number 492

Dear Senator Morris and Committee Members:

The Parsons Chamber of Commerce strongly urges your support
of Senate bill number 492, which authorizes and directs the
Kansas Turnpike Authority to study the feasibility of con-
structing a four lane freeway or turnpike that will link

Wichita, Kansas and Joplin, Missouri.

Historically, compared to other areas of Kansas, the South-
east and South Central areas of our state have suffered
from higher unemployment, lower per capita income and
stagnated growth because of the lack of a modern highway

system.

The Parsons Chamber of Commerce joins all Southeast and South
Central Kansans in a solidarity movement to obtain a four
lane freeway or turnpike regardless of the eventual route

determined by the study.
Sincerely,
4L41”;°"’ 4VL/ZZZL»;,,

Vince Miller, President
Parsons Chamber of Commerce
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Parsons

February 10, 1986

Senator Morris
Chairman
Senate Transportation & Utilities Committee

RE: Public Hearing - SB 492
Dear Senator Morris and Committee Members:

The Governing Body of the City of Parsons is unanimously on
record favoring the construction of a major highway link from
Wichita to Joplin, Missouri.

The economic well-being of the state of Kansas depends on the
continued growth and expansion of the economy. Southeast Kansas
has long been denied its share of potential growth because of
the lack of major highway transportation facilities. Only when
all areas of the state are adequately served by modern transpor-
tation systems can all areas of the state contribute equally to
the welfare of all citizens.

Construction of a major highway system through southeast Kansas
would open the area for ever greater development. Higher per
capita income associated with such growth would provide addition-
al sources of tax revenues through income and sales tax for the
state as well as the localities involved.

We ask the committee's favorable consideration for SB 492 as an
important contribution to the future welfare of southeast Kansas.

Sincerely,

/)
MNeny s/
/(ékf / /Mﬁékaoazﬂ/
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Mary Kay Ramsey :
Mayor
MKR/mm
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City of Parsons, Kansas, 67357, P. O. Box 1037, (316) 421-5500
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Senator Morris and Committee:

Wilson County has need for better road ways, as does all southeast Kansas.
The proposed Wichita to Joplin highway would service our county in a number of
ways.

We wish to express our interest and approval of Senate Bill
attached signatures.

J

Wilson County Citizens

and
Wilson Countv Cemmissioners,
. - TN
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Rzlph Porter, Chairman -«

A Yy /
A e /S
[t onr LA

- . - ]
Tom Adams, Commissioner
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4ames Topham, ‘Commigsioner
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January 30, 1986
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

At its monthly meeting in Cherryvale, the Taxpayers Association
of Montgomery County adopted the following statement in response to
a proposed new four-lane highway through southeast Kansas:

Highway programs in Kansas should emphasize fairness,
convenience, and economy. The Association supports proposals which
promote improvement for all existing highways in southeast Kansas
and which require highways to remain accessible at all existing
intersections. The Association does not support a tollroad or any
new highway development which would deadend existing county roads
or require an expensive system of crossover bridges.

Highway programs for southeast Kansas should give first
consideration to the residents of the area. The Assoclation
supports the concept of super two-lane or Ffour-lane highways which use
existing highway routes as being adequate, economical, and in the
best interest of all southeast Kansas taxpayers. The Association
does not support a new four-lane toll project across southeast Kansas
which would further destroy farmland, family farms, or homesteads
and which would take financing and emphasis away from other area

highways.

Gene Garman, President

Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County
POBox 175

Independence, Kansas 67301-0175
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KANSAS

STATE SYSTEM OF EXPRESS HIGHWAYS AND FREEWAYS
AS ESTABLISHED AND DESCRIBED BY K.S. A. 68-2301
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LEGEND
Corridor No. 1 Kansas—~Okishoma 1ine southwest of Libera! sast to Kansas—Missouri border. 376 Miles .
Corridor No. 2 Hays southeasterly to Wichita. 134 Miles 20mies
Corridor No. 3 Hutchinson Northeastarly to McPherson. 26 Miles. esssmmtew EXPRESS HIGHWAY
Corridor No. 4 US—75 st the Kansas—Nebraska border southerly to interstats highway 35. 107 Miles. AND
Corridor No. 5 US 36 at the Kansas—Missouri border westerly to intarsaction of US—36 and US—81, then FREEWAY SYSTEM
southerly to Interstats highway 70. 218 Miles.
Corridor No. 6 Atchison southerly to Olathe. 57 Miles. el INTERSTATE SYSTEM
Corridor No. 7 The intsrsection of US—89 and interstats 435 southerly to the Kansas—Okishoma border. 136 Mites.
Corridor No. 8 Lawrenca southerly to the Kansas—Oklshoma border. 147 Mites. e TURNPIKE
Corridot No. 9 Lawrence satarly 10 intersection of highway US—-50, US-56 and interstate 35. 34 Miles.

Total Mites of express and freewsy highways 1234,
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KANSAS STATE SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE

Testimony from the Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County--

in opposition to SB 492 for the following reasons:
1. Common sense does not require $250,000. It is obvious to any
traveler through southeast Kansas that there is need for improvement.
It does not take a $250,000 study to determine the kinds of needed
improvement; that is, to determine which stretches of highway across
the prairies would be satisfactory as super two lanes, which sections
need widened pull-over shoulders, which areas could use passing lanes,
which areas of congestion near communities would make a four-lane
section desirable, or which bridges need to be widened. Neither does
it take a $250,000 study to determine that improving existing routes
is more economical for the state and more satisfactory to the residents
of the area than any project which would substantially construct a new
highway route through southeast Kansas. Nor does it take a $250,000
study to understand that an improved highway route between Wichita and
Pittsburg would be welcomed by a number of travelers.

Since the needs are obvious to any traveler, they are certainly
obvious to the Kansas state department of transportation. It does not
make sense to pay somebody $250,000 to tell the people of Kansas or to
tell the professionals in the DOT what is already obvious.

2. The Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County objects to SB 492
because it also seems obvious that the bill's main purpose is not to
determine needed improvements along existing highways, but to justify
a toll road project for the Kansas Turnpike Authority.

In 1979 the taxpayers of Kansas spent $100,000 for a study to
determine the feasibility of a tollroad through southeast Kansas. The
study produced a negative answer. The prospect for feasibility of a
tollroad today appears just as negative as it was seven years ago.



P. 2 -~ Testimony from the Taxpayers Association.

The Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County objects to

SB 492 because : )

. . the DOT is
pProfessionally capable of conducting any study necessary or making
any determination necessary involving the highway needs of Kansas.
Since the professionals of the DOT know what southeast Kansas highway
needs are, spending $250,000 to hire other people to tell us what the
DOT already knows, or can easily determine, is a waste of taxpayer

money.

3. The Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County objects to SB 492
because the DOT is already authorized to determine the feasibility

of tollroads through southeast Kansas. I refer you to K.S.A. 68-2301
which says, "...the secretary shall evaluate from time to time the
feasibility of designating a portion or portions of any of the modern
express highways and freeways within said system as a toll road."

L. The Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County objects to SB 492
because there are better uses for the $250,000 than for the proposed
unnecessary study; for example, the obvious highway needs of southeast
Kansas.

Therefore, the Association recommends that this Committee reject
SB 492 and allow the DOT to take care of Kansas highways, especially
since that is what it is getting paid to do.

ﬁmﬁxﬁm
Gene Garman, President
Taxpayers Association of Montgomery County
P.0. Box 175
Independence, Ks. 67301-0175



Kansas Department o} Cransportation

Janaury 31, 180

MEMORANDUM TO: DEB MILLER
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY

Attention: Ed DeSoignie
Policy Coordinator

RE: Senate Bill 492

Senate Bill 492 authorizes and directs the Kansas Turnpike Authority
to study the feasibility of constructing a turnpike project or a freeway in
a corridor between Wichita, Kansas, and Joplin, Missouri, and appropriates
$250,000 from the State Highway Fund for financing the study.

The only provision in Senate Bill 492 that would have a direct effect
on the Kansas Department of Transportation is the provision for financing
the proposed study using $250,000 from the State Highway Fund. Even this
effect could be negated since the bill provides for payback of this amount
if the project is found to be feasible and is constructed.

However, previous toll road feasibility studies for this corridor have
determined that a toll road would not be self-supporting. These studies
were conducted when interest rates were lower and constructisacosts were
much Tower. Also, a December 1985 Congressional Budget Office Report
entitled "Toll Financing of U.S. Highways" reports that for an average toll
rate of 4¢ per mile (current KTA rate for passenger vehicles is
approximately 3.3¢ per mile) a rural low cost toll road would have to carry
41,000 vehicles per day to be financially self-supporting. This figure is
based on interest rates of 10 percent over 30 years and a construction cost
of $3 million per mile. While these figures may be somewhat high, they are
close enough to suggest that the road would not be feasible unless
supported by other sources of revenue. This same report indicates that if
the construction cost was reduced to the extremely low sum of $200,000 per
mile, it would still require 14,000 vehicles per day paying a toll rate of
4¢ per mile to make the road self-supporting.

The current traffic on all four of the major east-west routes in this
corridor totals less than 10,000 vehicles per day and onily a portion of
that traffic would be diverted to a new toll road. Therefore, if passed,
this bill in all likelihood would have the effect of permanently diverting
$250,000 from the State Highway Fund that would otherwise be used for the
resurfacing, rehabilitation or reconstruction of the existing highway
systemn.

Michael F. 0'K€efe, Director

Division of Planning & Development
ank
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