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MINUTES OF THE _ SENATE COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE AFFAIRS

Senator Edward F, Reilly, Jr.
Chairperson

at

The meeting was called to order by

11:00 a.m A% on April 1 1987 in room 2347E  of the Capitol.

All members were present exgapik

Committee staff present:

Mary Galligan, Legislative Research
June Windscheffel, Secretary to the Committee

Conferees appearing before the committee:
Mr. Dennis Oelschlager, Executive Secretary, Nebraska Racing Commission.
The Chairman thanked staff for having done a superb job in giving
information to the Committee concerning HB 2044, concerning Kansas
parimutuel racing act, and referred to a handout before the Committee
concerning State Medication Rule Review. This information was
compiled by the American Horse Council, (Attachment #1)

There was also a handout from Mr. Wendell E., Maddox, Jr., of
The Humane Society of the United States, concerning the opposition
of the organization to live lures. (Attachment #2)

Senator Arasmith moved, seconded by Senator Daniels, that the Minutes
of March 31, 1987, be approved. The motion carried,

The Chairman welcomed Mr., Dennis Oelschlager, Executive Secretary of the
Nebraska Racing Commission, who was kind enough to appear before the
Committee at its invitation. He gave a resume of his work, and then

gave a history of racing in the State of Nebraska. A copy of his remarks
will be attached. (Attachment #3) Mr. Oelschlager answered questions
from the Committee which encompassed many subjects.

The Chairman and Committee expressed much appreciation for Mr. Oelschlager's
appearance, and his offer of assistance and cooperation.

The meeting was adjourned at noon.,

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transeribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for
editing or corrections.
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"State Medication Rule Review

. (Through December 1, 1984)
Complled by the Amencan Horse Counczi

—(*.1

y Race-Day 5 ~~
e ) Raca-Day ~Adminlstmtlon Trace Leveis. -
* o O Medication . Restrictions Urine
Arizona No ° - —
- Arkansas No R - . e TCP
Califomia Lasix o+ 4 hrs/post -3 meg/mi (Bute or Naproxaa);
e Sy . Detention (S) o | mcglml (Banamine or Arqust)
Colorado. Lasix _s: 4 hrsipost 165 mcg/mi
Delaware. . Lasix. v 3 hrs/post 2 mcglml -
... (Thoroughbred)  ==:-: Do!ontlon | .. - :
Delaware " No i s — e - TCP
. (Hamess) . , =raetied _' * A .
Florids Lasix "' 4 hrs/post ) 110 megimi®
o .. Detention (S) )
" Idaho Premarin -..2 hrslpost = 185 meg/mi (Buis)
S o TR L None (other NSAIDs)
~ llinois Lasix™ - ... 4 hr:lpo:t 5+-2 meg/mi o= s
ot o Dotenuon S)
Kentucky .. CLasix .. S =
: ('l'horoughbrad) _Bute None
Kentucky = " ~ “Lasix L _TCP
_ (Hamess) . - . " :
Louisiana . " Lasix Do : . 165 meg/mi”
_Maine _ .- No RO S -+ TCP i
" Maryland -~ .- Lashv <+ - 3 hrsipost T 2megmi - o —
(Thoroughbred) ... :;: = -. Detention (B) . T B
Maryland ,No - N e - .TCP
(Hamess) - ---" ° - 7 it e S ey
-Massachusetts  Lasix =~ 4 hrslpost L - -
i eetiw.. . Bute- ...:. None- . - .ix:.=— 165 mcgimti
“Michigan . Lasix - ... None ->:: - 5, i
B Bute None None : (
s Montana - mE NO T HSIESE T TR I = JCP - \
~..Nebraska ... . .. Lasix . 6 hrs/post . None - .
New Hampshlm “Lasix 4 hre/post : — ; s - e
“5.5.'27 (. Bute.” .""='None -~ None None
New Jersay Lasix ___ S hrs/post TCP TCP
. Detention (B)
New Mexico Lasix 3 hrs/post 5 meg/ml —
. ) " Detentlon (B)
New York No “ L - 2 meg/mi —
Ohia Laslx 4 hrs/post 5 meg/mi —
(Thoroughbred) . ST Detontlon (B) R
Ohio No el 5 meg/mi -
(Hamess) ;
Oklahoma No - o — ) TCP
Oregon Lasix 4 hrs/post 5 meg/mi (Bute or Naproxern);
e - DR 1 mcg/ml  (Banamine or Arquol)
Pennsylvania Lasix 4 hrs/post © 2 meg/mi — ® i
(Thoroughbred) Detention (B) e s -
Pennsyivania No —_ -_ . TCP
(Hamess) . . .
South Dakota No - - None Naone
Vermont . No . . - . - - T TCP
Washington Lasix - - 4 hrs/post S mcg/mi (Bute or Naproxen);
. o Detention (S) 1 mcg/imi  (Banamine or Arqual) e -+ 4Ly
West Virginia Lasix 4 hrs/post - 165 mcgimi s e pnsze” 77
) . Detention (B) . — < / / o T
Wyoming 'Laslx 4 hrs/post 2 mcgimi - . F) ol L// // 57
Detention (S) ST «# ’
& Obtainad b
*Waming issued at 110 mcgjml fine assessed at 125 mcglml dlscretlonary ponalty (flne b .
suspension) at 140 mcg/mi and abave. o - P\ Wilkes S« rf
NSAID—Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug. - Ak Dot oF
TCP—Trace Constitutes Positive (Any trace of medication. represents a vlolallon). \ Ihowmey, Yeps .
Mcg/ml—Micrograms pec milliliter. Kevenve , Lvawm The
Detention—Horses receiving Lasix must be isolated in a detention bam (B) or supervissd Nat') A cive. ob Slate
in their own stai (S) for the time period lndlcatod touowlng admlnhmﬂmoi‘ = . B
the medication. - | e ST U TRAE ) LSRN

>
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The HSUS is opposed to the use of live animals in the training of
racing dogs since this training is responsible for the cruel
death of over 100,000 animals per year.

It is evident that the use of live lures are still used in great
quantities because whenever legislation is introduced to prohibit
their use in states where greyhound training is prevalent, grey-
hound trainers vigorously oppose and lobby against such legisla-
tion. :

A prohibition on the use of live lures by the state of Kansas was
contained in the original H.B.#2044. However, because of the vast
amount of money the greyhound proponents have to spend on their
lobbying efforts, they were able to influence several members of
the house to vote against this provision.

The National Greyhound Association (NGA) has publically stated
many times that the use of live lures is an archaic practice and.
is no longer a common practice in the training of racing
greyhounds.

While this committee may not be concerned about the brutality and
blatant animal abuse associated with 1live 1lure training,
legislators 1in other states have viewed this issue with tremen-
dous concern. When legislators in other states expressed their
concerns on this issue they have been repeatedly assured by NGA
representatives that such preactices are no longer common and
that live animal lure training is almost extinct in the greyhound
industry throughout the country. It is time for the NGA to con-
firm or deny whether or not the use of live animals is prevalent
in the training of racing greyhounds. Before this committee makes
a decision on this issue it is necessary to receive written
- verification from the NGA establishing their official position so
as to preclude the NGA from testifying to one fact in a particu-
. lar state and then testifying to the contrary in other states
which recognize live lure training to be barbaric and inhumane.



Summary of Testimony

Provided by Dennis G Oelschlager

April 1, 1987

Pari-mutuel Horse Racing In Nebraska

fAuthorized by constitutional ammendment in 19

Onlvy horse racing permitted, not dog racing

Currentliy 7 tracks pperating — 3 thoroughbred
horse, no mixed breed racingd

811 tracks must be operated by rot—-for-profit

Total pari-mutuel handles in 19846 %1533 million,
€214 million in 1983 primarily dues to com
dog racing in Council Bluffs,lowa

Pari-mutuel taxes paid in 198& % 4,938,180

Nebraska State Racing Commission

Three Members

Each serves a three vear fterm

Terms arse staggersd so that one commission mem
ends fpril 1 of esach vear

Commssioners serve without salary, only actual
reimbursed

Nebraska Racing Commission Functlons

Rules: Promulgate rules governing horse racin

Enforcemant: To overses =2fforts of officials
persormel in enforcement of rules and sta
Investigations: Investigate maljor rule vi
present evidence to Board of Stewards or
Racing Commission

Licensing: QOver 10,000 licenses issued to par
ra:ing gach vear

Revenue: Collect and manage revenues Trom llce
&dmiasion taxss, fines etc.

Emplovees: Approximately 10 FTE

Budget: Enfocement fuction of commission cost
approximately $420,000 per vear

u) Cumss
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Medication

Nebraska permits the use of phenylbutazone (bute) and
;uru51mgee {(lasix)

All vet treatments including bute and lasix must be reportied
daily to the Nebraska Racing Commission offlcs

Recommend that regulation of medication be a matter of
Facing Commission rules and not state statute

Nebraska has five to ten positive tests per vear for
orohibited substances, the majority of which ars the
result of entering a2 horse too soon after a legitimate
treatment by & veterinarian

Ecormomic Impact

Fetimated conitributions to the Nebraska =sconomy of more than

$300,000,000 per vear. FPopulation of horses involved In the

rac%ﬁg industry estimated at 7000,

Aagricultural impact: estimated that produce of over 300

quarter—-section farms is reguired to support indusiry wiih

average cash flow over $13,000 per fTarm.

Employment in racing industy estimated at 13,000 jobs mostly

part times positions.
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