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MINUTES OF THE __SENATE __ COMMITTEE ON _PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

The meeting was called to order by SENATOR ROY M. EHRLICH at
Chairperson
10:00 a.m./pxx. on January 20 1988in room 226=S _ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Committee staff present:

Bill Wolff, Legislative Research
Emalene Correll, Legislative Research
Norman Furse, Revisors Office

Clarene Wilms, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Senator Gerald "Jerry" Karr

Bill Crockett, Kansas Organization of Professional Psychologists

Mary Ann Gabel, Executive Secretary, Behavioral Sciences Regulatory
Board

John Peterson, Kansas Association of Professional Psychologists

Paul Klotz, Association of Community Health Centers

Tom Bell, Kansas Hospital Association

Senator Gerald "Jerry" Karr appeared before the committee and presented
written testimony. Senator Karr suggested 3 changes in SB-469. The
first change was to include in Section 1 "the not for profit corpor-
ations." This would primarily be hospitals that may have a masters

level psychologist on their staff. The change in Section 2 would change
the language that says "by state agency" to "in this state." The third
change would add a new section on Line 131, which would allow the advisory
committee to expire on July 1, 1989. Senator Karr also supported the
amendment to be offered by the Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board which
would involve adding a new Section 5 on line 134. This amendment dealing
with confidentiality is shown in attachment 1.

Bill Crockett appeared before the committee and presented written testi-
mony. Senate Bill 680 passed last year places Mr. Crockett's current
employment in jeopardy, also the future of the psychiatric unit of St.
Catherine's Hospital, Garden City. Mr. Crockett stated he was in support
of SB-469 which is designed to include not-for-profit corporations.
Attachment 2

Mary Ann Gabel requested support by the committee for SB-469 and also
asked consideration in amending the bill with the addition of a new
Section 5 concerning confidentiality. A copy of the requested new
Section 5 is provided in Attachment 3.

John Peterson appeared before the committee with the request that the
Advisory Committee, which is just getting organized, be allowed to operate
for a period of time. Mr. Peterson stated that if changes were deemed
necessary after a period of operation, they could be addressed at a later
date.

Paul Klotz stated he would reserve comments on the bill until such a
time as another bill which is being prepared comes before the committee.

Tom Bell appeared before the committee stating his organization was
supportive of the proposed changes in the bill. It was suggested that
in the event of difficulties the term "licensed hospitals" be used.

The meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m. and will meet January 21, 1988.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim, Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of i —
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SENATE CHAMBER
January 20, 1988

TO: Members of the Public Health and
Welfare Committee

FROM: Senator Gerald "Jerry" Karr

TOPIC: Senate Bill No. 469

I appreciate the opportunity to appear before the Committee
to discuss minor changes that should be made in the Act that
was passed in the 1987 Session regarding registered masters
level psychologists. I am suggesting three changes in the
bill that you have before you. First, I would like to in-
clude in Section 1 "the not for profit corporations'", which
would primarily beohospitals’that:may have'a masters level
psychologist on their staff.

In Section 2, in order to make certain that we are not putting
any master level psychologist at a disadvantage during this
transition period, I would like to change the language that
says "by state agency" to "in this state". I think this would
clarify the situation for the individual that may be caught

in the transition.

and third, in the bill which you have before you, I would
like to add a new section on Line 131, which would allow the
Advisory Committee to expire on July 1, 1989.

As a Committee, I would like to recommend some additional
thoughts. If the Advisory Committee for the masters level
psychologist is allowed to expire, as you did for counselors,
T think the Committee should consider developing a new makeup
for the Board of Behavioral Sciences. As you know the current
board of seven members include, two social workers, two
psychologist, and three members from the general public. I
think with the two new groups moving under the umbrella of the
board, they need to be directly represented on the Board.

and last, I would like to suggest a possible additional amend-
ment to the bill before you. This admendment has been suggested
by the Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board and it would involve
adding a new Section 5 starting on Line 134. The new language
is on the attached copy of the bill.

Senate Public Health & Welfare

—January 20, 1988
Attachment 1
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By adding this new Section 5, I think we would address the
confidentiality that we have always wanted between clients
and licensed pschologist and social workers. This would
put all of these providers on the same level of confident-
iality in the light of Kansas Law.

I know there are others today who wish to speak on this bill
and may have additional suggestions for the improvement of
the Registered Masters Level Psychologist Bill. I certainly
will be pleased to answer any guestions that the Committee
might have at this point.
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tion as a registered masters level psychologist; review the appli-
cations for compliance with this act; and make their recommen-
dations for acceptance, rejection or other actions to be taken by
the board. The board shall accept and act on the committee’s
recommendations so long as the recommendations are in com-
pliance with this act.

(f) The board shall make support staff available to the com-
mittee.

(g) Members of the committee attending meetings of the
committee authorized by the board shall be paid compensation,
subsistence allowances, mileage and other expenses as provided
in K.S.A. 75-3223 and amendments thereto.

(h) This section shall expire on July 1, 1989.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5362, 74-5363 and 74-5368 are
hereby repealed.

Sec.—3.— This—act shall-take- effect -and be-in foree fromand
after ttspublication 1 the~Kamsasregister.

registered masters level psychologist and his or her client are placed

on the same basis as provided. by law for those between an attorney and

an attorney

's client.

Sec+5 Sec.

6.

its publication in the Kansas register.

Senate Public Health & Welfare
—January 20, 1988

Attachment 1
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Session of 1988

SENATE BILL No. 469

By Senator Karr

12-28

AN ACT concerning registered masters“level psychologists;
amending K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-53362, 74-3363 and 74-5368
and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S5.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5362 is hereby amended to
read as follows: 74-5362. Any person who is registered under the
provisions of this act as a registered masters level psychologist
shall have the right to practice only in a licensed community
mental health center or one of its contracted affiliates, in any
federal, state, county or municipal agency, or other political
subdivision, ef in a duly chartered educational institution or in a
not-for-profit corporation insofar as such practice is part of the
duties of such person’s paid position and is performed solely on
behalf of the employer, so long as such practice is under the
direction of a person licensed to provide mental health services
as an independent practitioner and whose licensure allows for
the diagnosis and treatment of psychological disorders. Such
registered person may use the title registered masters level
psychologist and the abbreviation RMLP.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5363 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 74-5363. (a) Any person who desires to be registered
under this act shall apply to the board in writing, on forms
prepared and furnished by the board. Each application shall
contain appropriate documentation of the particular qualifica-
tions required by the board and shall be accompanied by the

required fee.

(b) The board shall register as a registered masters level
psychologist any applicant for registration who pays the fee
prescribed by the board under K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5365 and
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amendments thereto, which shall not be refunded, who has
satisfied the board as to such applicant’s training and who com-
plies with the provisions of this subsection (b). An applicant for
registration also shall submit evidence verified under oath and
satisfactory to the board that such applicant: (1) Is at least 21
years of age; (2) has received at least a master’s degree in clinical
psychology based on a program of studies in psychology from an
educational institution having a graduate program in psychology
consistent with state universities of Kansas or has received a
master’s degree in psychology and during such graduate program
completed a minimum of 12 semester hours or its equivalent in
psychological foundation courses such -as, but not limited to,
philosophy of psychology, psychology of perception, learning
theory, history of psychology, motivation, and statistics and 24
semester hours or its equivalent in professional core courses
such as, but not limited to, two courses in psychological testing,
psychopathology, two courses in psychotherapy, personality
theories, developmental psychology, research methods, social
psychology; (3) has completed 750 clock hours of academically
supervised practicum or 1,500 clock hours of postgraduate su-
pervised work experience; and (4) is in the employ of a Kansas
licensed community mental health center, or one of its con-
tracted affiliates, or a federal, state, county or municipal agency,
or other political subdivision, ex a duly chartered educational
institution or a not-for-profit corporation and whose practice is a
part of the duties of such applicant’s paid position and is per-
formed solely on behalf of the employer.

(¢) Until Jaly 15 1888 October 1, 1988, the board shall waive
the educational or degree and supervision requirements, or all
such requirements, under subsection (b) so long as the person
applying for registration as a registered masters level psycholo-
gist has a graduate degree and either (1) has been employed for
at least three years as a psychologist by a licensed community
mental health center, or one of its contracted affiliates, or a
federal, state, county or municipal agency, or other political
subdivision, e¥ a duly chartered educational institution or a
not-for-profit corporation; or (2) as of July 1, 1987, was em-
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ployed by & state ageney in this state as a psychologist; or was
recognized as a masters level psychologist by the professional
standards committee of the association of community mental
health centers of Kansas er was employed by a Heensed eemmu-
nity mental health center or one of its contracted affilistes as a
psyehologist.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5368 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 74-5368. (a) The board shall establish a masters level
psychologist registration committee consisting of three members
appointed by the chairperson of the board.

(b) All members of the committee shall be registered masters
level psychologists or prior to January 1, 1988, persons qualified
under this act to be registered as registered masters level psy-
chologists. Each member of the committee shall be a citizen of
the United States and resident of this state.

(¢) Each member of the committee shall serve for three years
except that the terms on the committee first appointed shall be as
follows: One member shall be appointed for a one-year term, one
member shall be appointed for a two-year term and one member
shall be appointed for a three-year term. The chairperson of the
board shall designate the term for each member first appointed
to the committee. No member of the committee shall be ap-
pointed for more than two successive terms. Upon the expiration
of a member’s term on the committee, the chairperson shall
appoint a qualified successor. Each member shall serve until a
successor is appointed and qualified. Whenever a vacancy occurs
in the membership of the committee prior to the expiration of a
term, the chairperson of the board shall appoint a qualified
successor to fill the unexpired term. The chairperson of the
board may remove any member of the committee for misconduct,
incompetency or neglect of duty.

(d) The committee shall organize annually at its first meeting
subsequent to June 30 and shall select from its members a
chairperson. Other meetings shall be held as the committee
designates. Two members of the committee shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.

(e) The committee shall receive all applications for registra-
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tion as a registered masters level psychologist; review the appli-
cations for compliance with this act; and make their recommen-
dations for acceptance, rejection or other actions to be taken by
the board. The board shall accept and act on the committee’s
recommendations so long as the recommendations are in com-
pliance with this act.

() The board shall make support staff available to the com-
mittee.

(g) Members of the committee attending meetings of the
committee authorized by the board shall be paid compensation,
subsistence allowances, mileage and other expenses as provided
in K.S.A. 75-3223 and amendments thereto.

(h) This section shall expire on July 1, 1989.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 1987 Supp. 74-5362, 74-5363 and 74-5368 are
hereby repealed.

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after its publication in the Kansas register.



Statement of Position - Senate Bill #469

TO: Public Health and Welfare Committee
Kansas Senate

FRCM: Bill Crockett, M.S., Clinical Psychologist
1812 Crestway, Garden City, XS

I am in suppor: of Senate Rill #489 which is designed to include not-for-
profit corporations in the list of locations in which a Registered Master's
Level Psychologist can be employed.

I have a Master's Degree in Clinic Psychology and am employed as a Clinical
Psychologist for the Psychiatric Unit - St. Catherine Hospital, Garden City,
Kansas. ~ St. Catherine ' Hospital is a 132-bed general hospital in Garden
City, operated as a not-for-profit corporation by the Sisters of St. Dominic.

As you know, Senate Bill #680 of the 1987 legislative session includes state
institutions and community mental health centers as locations in which regis-
tered Master's level psychologists can be employed. Consequently,
St. Catherine would be unable to continue to employ me in my present
capacity.

Curiously, I was employed by the Area Mental Health Center, Garden City,
as a staff psycholegist for eight vears prior to beginning my employment at
St. Catherine in May, 1985. The so called "exclusion clause", 74-5344(c) of
Article 53, establishing licensure regulations for psychologists, permitted my
employment at St. Catherine as a psychologist, just as it allowed my employ-
ment with the local community mental health center for the previous eight
years. This clause essentially allowed a master's level psychologist
employment in "....federal, state, county, or municipal agency, or other
political subdivision, or a duly chartered educational institution, or a
not-for-profit corporation insofar as such practice is a part of the duty of
such person's salaried position....".

Senate Bill #680 places my current employment in jeopardy, and for that
matter, places the future of our psychiatric unit in jeopardy. It is essential
that our unit provides psychological services, and a licensed Ph.D. psy-
chologist may be quite difficult for the hospital to recruit. In fact, the
eighteen counties of Southwest Kansas included in our catchment area, to my
knowledge, only have two licensed Ph.D. psychologists. Additionslly, we
are the Psvchiatric inpatient facility in our eighteen-county catchment area
and only one of two such facilities west of the state hospital at Larned.

Consequently, I urge you to support Senate Bill #469.

BC/bkm

Senate Public Health & Welfare

—~January 20, 1988
Attachment 2
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SENATE BILL NO. 46%
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

JANUARY 20, 1983

Mr. Chairman and Committee Members:

I am Mary Ann Gabel, Executive Secretary of the Behavioral Scilences
Regulatory Board, appearing before vyou today in support of SB 4&% and to ask
the committee’s consideration of amending the hill to include a new section 5

concerning confidentiality.

The proposed amendments, including the rationale, 1is attached. This

request is made at the suggestion of the hoard’s legal counsel.

I will bhe happy to attempt to answer any guestions you might have regard-

ing this reguest.

Thank vou.

Attacnment

o1}
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Senate Public Health & Welfare
—January 20, 1988
Attachment 3
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