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MINUTES OF THE __SENATE  COMMITTEE ON _TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES

The meeting was called to order by Sen. Bill Morris at
Chairperson

9:00  am./pax on January 20 19.88in room 254-E _ of the Capitol.

All members were present except:
Sen. Phil Martin.

Committee staff present: :

Robin Hunn, Legislative Research Department
Hank Avila, Legislative Research Department
Ben Barrett, Legislative Research Department
Bruce Kinzie, Revisor of Statutes

Louise Cunningham, Committee Secretary
Conferees appearing before the committee:

The Intermim Committee Reports on Transportation were the subject of
this meeting. The proposals reviewed were Proposal No. 33, Highway Pro-
ject Priorities; Proposal No. 31, Drivers' License Requirements - Interstate
Carriers; and Proposal No. 32, Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Program
Issues and Odometer Rollbacks. A copy of this portion of the Report on
Kansas Legislative Interim Studies to the 1988 Legislature is attached.
(Attachment 1).

Robin Hunn explained Proposal No. 31. It was the conclusion of the
interim study that no immediate change is needed in the priority formula
for selecting highway improvement projects but that any reevaluation of the
formula should give serious consideration to economic development. Also,
special consideration should be given to the factor of shoulder safety and
stabilization. It was recommended that no change be made to existing
statutes which allow the Secretary of Transportation to remove miles from
the state highway system. She said a 5-year shoulder enhancement program
was under consideration with funding coming from the o0il overcharge.

Hank Avila explained Proposal No. 31 which studied drivers' license
requirements of interstate motor carriers and the conformity with changes
in the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986. State statutes
may have to be changed in order to comply. The Department of Revenue,
Motor Vehicle Division, is making a thorough review of the federal law and
they are working with the Revisor's office in preparing legislation to bring
before the Legislature.

Some concern was expressed by members of the severe penalties in the

federal law. There was some concern about the moving violations provision.
The Chairman said the regulations would be considered one by one by this
Committee. Mr. Avila said when the regulations of the federal act in

1974 were adopted they were not looked at closely.

Ben Barrett explained Proposal No. 32 concerning VIN inspections and
rollback of odometers. It was the conclusion of the VIN study that the
current system of inspections is satisfactory and should be continued.
Also, the fee distribution should not be changed.

Odometer fraud costs the consumer about $2 billion yearly and the
average cost of an altered odometer is estimated to be $750 per car.
Changes have been suggested and S.B. 462 is the result.

A motion was made by Sen. Hayvden and was seconded by Sen. Norvell to
introduce a bill requested by the RECs. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of —_—
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Highway Project Priorities (Proposal No. 33). The Committeg
reviewed the recommendations of a similar 1986 study and concludeq
that tiie 1986 conclusions and recommendations still are appropriate,
namely: no immediate change is needed in the Kansas Department of
Transportation (KDOT) priority formula for selecting highway improve.
ment projects; any KDOT reevaluation of the priority formula should
include serious consideration of economic development and commercial
wraffic factors; and, while there are highway projects that might
stimulate economic development, the existing resources of the State
Highway Fund are not sufficient to address existing needs. The
Committee also recommends that when KDOT reevaluates the priority
formula, special consideration should be given to the factor of shoulder
safety and stabilization; KDOT consideration of the economic develop-
ment factor should include both the concepts of assisting under-
developed areas and furthering development of growth areas; KDOT
should update the 1988 Legislature on the status of its highway
improvement priority formula reevaluation activiies, and no change
should be made with respect to existing statutes which allow the
Secretary of Transportation to remove miles from the state highway
system. The Committee believes the shortfall in highway funding must
be addressed.

Transportation Services to Elderly and Handicapped Persons
(Proposal No. 41). The Committee recommends that the Legislative
Division of Post Audit be requested to conduct a study to determine
the extent of overlapping services and inefficiency of agencies which
provide transportation services to the elderly and handicapped and to
identify and document underserved areas of the state. The study
should include recommendations for addressing these matters in an
efficient and effective manner. The results of this study should be
reported to the House Transportatien Committee and the Senate
Transportation and Utilities Committee at the earliest possible time.

Ways and Means

Financing Regents’ Equipment (Proposal No. The Committee
recommends that the Regents’ institutions continue the current prac-
tices of setting priorities for equipment purchases. The Committee
encourages the Board of Regents to allow fees to be put into place
which will cover the costs associated with the purchase and main-
tenance of equipment with a short life expectancy such as lab equip-
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