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MINUTES OF THE __HOUSE _ COMMITTEE ON AGRTCULTURE AND SMAT.IL, BUSTNESS

The meeting was called to order by —____ Representative Susan Roenbaugh === === at

Chairperson

—9:07  am./EXX on January 26 19.89in room 423-S  of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Representatives Gross, Lacey, and Solbach;
also, Representatives Freeman, Heinemann, Rezac,
and Wells who were excused.

Committee staff present:  Norman Furse, Revisor of Statutes Office
Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research Department
Lynne Holt, Legislative Research Department
Marjorie Brownlee, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee: Barpbara L. Moyer, Board of Directors, Kansas
Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom
Maureen Hall, Kansas Cooperative Council

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Susan Roenbaugh.

The Chairman acknowledged Barbara Mover, a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. She
discussed in depth the program of the Foundation in presenting Ag in
the Classroom. (Attachment 1)

Ms. Moyer included samples of some of the classroom suggestions which
are furnished to teachers.

Maureen Hall presented testimony in lieu of Joe Lieber who was unable
to be present due to a prior committment. (Attachment 2)

After a question and answer period between the conferees and Members
of the Committee, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman at 9:57 a.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be January 31, 1989, at 9:00
a.m. in Room 423-S.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not

been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have nat

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 1
editing or corrections. Page 1 Of
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STATEMENT
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND SMALL BUSINESS

Representative Susan Roenbaugh, Chairman

RE: Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom
January 26, 1989
Topeka, Kansas

BY: Barbara L. Moyer, Member
Board of Directors

Chairman Roenbaugh and members of the Committee:

We appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and review the
Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom program.

I am Barbara Moyer, a member of the Board of Directors and Past
Chairman of the Foundation. I work for Kansas Farm Bureau. We
regret that due to illness and another obligation our current
Chairman, Mardelle Pringle who represents KLA and KS CattleWomen and
Vice-Chairman Joe Lieber who represents KS Cooperative Council are
unable to be here today.

It is a privilege to come before you to share the accomplishments
of the Foundation and to inform those of you who are new to this
committee what the Ag in the Classroom program is.

As a brief background, the United States Department of Agriculture
introduced the Ag in the Classroom concept in 1982 and ‘83 at
various regional meetings throughout the United States. The idea is
to educate vyoung people grades K-12 about agriculture, not by
establishing a new, gseparate curriculun, but by offering
supplemental materials that can be integrated into the existing
disciplines of math, science, English, geography, economics, current
events, social studies, art, music, etc.

The USDA intended for each state to establish a program, with the
help of suggested guidelines, that would suit the individual
state’s needs. This effort would be coordinated through the USDA,
but the program, specific goals and projects would be grassroot in
nature and individualized according to the needs at the state and
local levels.

A group of interested Kansans attended the first regional meeting in
Lincoln, Nebraska in August 1982 and made a commitment to establish
such an effort in Kansas. In December of 1982 a Kansas Task Force
of 21 members was formed.

This initial group envisioned a plan for Kansas that would be solid,
long range in nature, comprehensive and of high quality. It soon
became apparent to the group that a task force would not be the
best structure to accomplish these goals. After investigating
several possibilities a not-for-profit foundation was chosen. On
July 5, 1983, the Task Force became the Kansas Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom, registered with the Secretary of
State. Kansas was the first state to have such a structure. Jis 5 K
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The two main purposes of the Foundation are:

1. to provide for Kansas students an understanding and
appreciation of the food chain which is the foundation
of human life and

2. to promote the well-being of agriculture as a necessary
forerunner to the well-being of America.

The first three years the Foundation and Board of Directors met
frequently to set goals and chart the course for the organization.
The first major goal became reality when in June, 1984, eight
teachers, a university professor and a journalist worked three weeks
to write a curriculum guide for K-12 teachers. The same teachers
pilot tested this guide during the 1984-85 school yvear and revised
it in March of 1985. 1Integrating Agriculture into the Classroonm,
ete, (each teacher «creates), was printed in May of 1985, A
materials catalogue of resources was also printed to supplement the
c¢urriculum guide.

The major concepts included in the curriculum guide are:

* Agriculture is the business that provides our food, clothing,
and shelter.

* Agriculture is interdependent with the well-being of society in
Kansas, the United States and the world.

* Agriculture is a vital, dynamic system shaped by research and
development

* Agriculture is influenced by government

* Agriculture is interdependent with the environment and uses
natural resources,

* Agriculture is historically significant.

Other states have used our curriculum guide as a model and many
states have used our articles of incorporation and bylaws to form
foundations in their states.

The curriculum writing dgroup and the members of the Foundation
believed the guide should not be handed out without instruction, as
it probably would be used very little that way. The first two
weeks of June 1985 saw the second major goal of the Foundation come
into being, a two-week summer course for graduate credit was held at
Kansas State University to train teachers how to integrate
agriculture into their c¢lassroom. Twenty teachers attended this
first c¢lass and their excitement and enthusiasm were beyond our
wildest dreanms. Testimony from the teachers included such
statements as, "This was by far the best in-service training I have
ever attended in my tenure as a classroom teacher" and "You really
made learning about agriculture fun".

Since that time we have added an additional class held in the Kansas
City area. In the four years the classes have been offered, 88
teachers have completed the course.
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Other accomplishments of the Foundation include:

* Purchase of a professional display that has been used dozens of

times to tell the Ag in the Classroom story at exhibits, meetings,

trade shows, conferences and at Ag Day here in the Capitol.

* The development of a State logo by modifving the National Ag in

the Classroom to enclose it within the outline of the State of

Kansas.

Over 130 Farm and Food Byte software computer ag programs for

grade schools have been distributed in Kansas. The Foundation

reviewed this software developed by an Iowa educational firm and

had it revised and tailored made for Kansas.

A research project to assess the agricultural knowledge among

Kansas 6th, 9th, and 12th grade students was completed. This was

the first such study done and the results have been shared with

other states at the National Ag in the Classroom meeting in

Washington D.C. sponsored by the USDA. .

* Conducting three Ag-Citing Experiences at the Kansas State Fair
reaching an estimated 5000 students.

* Developing County Ag-Citing Experience Kits. About .35 have been
distributed in Kansas.

* Printing and distributing two newsletters twice yearly, one to

teachers and one to interested volunteers.

Beginning an Adopt a Classroom program that now has 42 farm

families corresponding with classrooms about their farm.

* Being represented by at least one Foundation member at the

National AIC meeting in Washington every vear.

Several Foundation members have been on the program for the

National meeting.

Assisting the Belles of the American Royal develop programming for

students attending the American Roval.

* A "Day on the Farm"” how to kit is available

I would like to point out that these achievements have been made as
a vresult of a very dedicated and hard working group of Foundation
members and Board of Directors, including such distinguished members
as your colleagues: Senator Don Montgomery, Senator Sheila Frahm,

Senator Janis Lee, Representative Jo Ann Pottorff, and former
Representative Jack Beauchamp.

Agriculture in the Classroom in Kansas is genuinely a team effort.
The Foundation brings together representatives of agriculture,
organizations and educational groups, legislators and educators and
individuals who support the effort. The Foundation’'s members work
together, putting aside their other differences, to strive toward a
common goal--Bducating children about agriculture.

And, let’s not forget the many, many volunteers across the state who
are not members of the Foundation, but participate in the programs
and support it financially. Ag in the Classroom in Kansas truly is
a grassroots effort.



In the beginning years all of the work of the Foundation was done by
volunteers, but as more and more projects were added it became
apparent 1if we wanted to maintain the standard of quality we would
need some regular staff support. The College of Education at Kansas
State University needed a halftime staff person to work with the

Center for Rural Education and Small Schools. We were fortunate
they agreed to share a staff person with us, allowing us to pay the
part-time salary, but furnish us office space. Our staff person

would also have access to computers, typewriters, the graphic arts
services and other thing the College of Education c¢ould provide to
us as reasonable costs.

This has been a good arrangement and we recently hired our second
"Administrator" after Fran Parmley resigned to move to Colorado. It
is my pleasure to introduce our new Adnministrator, Becky Koch.
Becky is not new to the Foundation. As a graduate student she
conducted the study I mentioned earlier to assess students knowledge
about agriculture. She also served as a member of the Foundation
when she worked for the Kansas Wheat Commission. She is going to

tell you about our accomplishments this past year and our plans for
this year and the future.
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1988 Financial Report
Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

January 1, 1988 - December 31, 1988

Income
Donations $16,671.86
Sales of Materials (software, teaching 433.00
units and curriculum guides)
Interest 640.60
Reimbursements UEIL S
State Matching Grant 280 1L07% 25
Total Income $46,583.83
Expenses

Summer Course (scholarships and expenses) $6,235.17

State Fair (supplies, travel and 61353
hired help)

Curriculum Development and Programs 2o 1S o 33
(newsletters, intern, travel
and software)

Communications and Office Supplies 473 815 SO
(computer, phone and postage)

Salaries (administrator, office 32,814.93
assistant, student help)

Bank Charges 80.80
Miscellaneous (meeting and chairman's 2,461.89

expenses and reimbursements)

Total Expenses » $50,109.66

Ending Balance $3,889.96



1988 Donations

Kansas Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom

$1,000 or more Kansas Beef Council
Kansas Livestock Association
Kansas Farm-City Council
Dane Hansen Foundation
Kansas Farm Bureau

$500 - $999 Kansas Agricultural Aviation Association

$250 - $499 Lane County Conservation District
Jackson County Conservation District
Wyandotte County Farm Bureau
Finney County Conservation District
Nemaha County Conservation District
Cowley County Farm Bureau
Kansas Agri-Women
Stanton County Farm Bureau
Reno County Farm Bureau
Riley County Farm Bureau
Sedgwick County Farm Bureau
Shawnee County Conservation District
Wyandotte County Conservation District
Kansas WheatHearts
Kansas CattleWomen
Leavenworth County Farm Bureau
Dillons
Leavenworth County Farm Bureau
Kansas Wheat Growers Research Foundation

$100 - $249 Jefferson County Farm Bureau
Pottawatomie County Farm Bureau
Dickinson County Conservation District
Franklin County Farm Bureau
Dickinson County Farm Bureau

$10 - $99 County Weed Directors Assn. of Kansas
Miami County Farm Bureau
James and Helen Cubit
Richard and Nancy Spiegel
American Royal Assn.
AgPress
Duane Lankard
Janis Lee
Barbara Moyer
Kansas Extension Homemakers Council



Kansas Foun. «tion for Agriculture in t... Classroom

Chairman
Mardelle Pringle
Kansas Livestock Assn.
Kansas CattleWomen
Route 1

Yates Center, KS 66783
316 537-7833

Vice Chairman

Joe Lieber

Kansas Cooperative Council
700 Kansas Ave., Suite 615
Topeka, KS 66603

913 233-4085

Corresponding Sec.

Loreen Locke McMillan

Kansas Board of Agriculture
Staff

109 SW Ninth

Topeka, KS 66612-1282

913 296-3736

Recording Sec.

Carolyn Schmitt

Kansas-National Education
Assn.

715 W. 10th

Topeka, KS 66612

913 232-8271

Treasurer

Duane A. Lankard
Merchants National Bank
1801 SW Wanamaker Road
Topeka, KS 66604

913 291-1041

Board of Directors

Helen Bausch
Route 2, Box 191
Mayetta, KS 66509
913 986-6331

Tim Christian

Soil Conservation Service
760 South Broadway
Salina, KS 67401

913 823-4570

Altis Ferree

Kansas Board of Agriculture
Route 1

Yates Center, KS 66783
.316 625-2603

Steve Fisher

4-H Youth Programs
Umberger Hall

Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506
913 532-5800

Sen. Sheila Frahm
985 S. Range
Colby, KS 67701
913 462-6948

Sen. Janis Lee

Route 1

Kensington, KS 66951
913 476-2294

Nancy Lindberg

5715 SW 31st Terrace
Topeka, KS 66614
913 296-2215

Barbara L. Moyer
Kansas Farm Bureau
2321 Anderson
Manhattan, KS 66502
913 537-2261, Ext. 126

Rep. JoAnn Pottorff
144 N. Oliver
Wichita, KS 67208
316 682-5581

Foundation
Members

Jack Beauchamp
Route 3

Ottawa, KS 66067
913 242-3540

Dr. Harold Blackburn
9543 Connell Drive
Overland Park, KS 66212
913 888-2406

John Bunck
Bunck Seed Farms
RR 1

Everest, KS 66424
913 548-7443

Brian Davies
Osage City, KS 66523
913 528-3171

Dr. Calvin Drake

Dept. of Animal Sciences
Weber Hall 134

Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506
913 532-6131

Marvin Hachmeister
401 Shelle Road
Manhattan, KS 66502
913 776-0464

Rich Hager

760 South Broadway
Salina, KS 67401
913 823-4523

Dee James

205 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 128
Abilene, KS 67410
913 263-7077

Dr. Gene Kasper
1004 SW Fleming Court
Topeka, KS 66604

Sen. Don Montgomery
1218 Main

Sabetha, KS 66534
913 284-2670

Mildred Sharp
Sharp Bros. Seed Co.
Healy, KS 67850

316 398-2201

Nancy Spiegel

Women Involved in .Farm
Economics

Box 22

Formoso, KS 66942

913 794-2361

Clayton Stultz
712 Vine
Wamego, KS 66612

Randy Tosh

Route 1

Valley Falls, KS 66088
913 945-3738

Chris Mosier Wilson

Kansas Grain and Feed Assn.
816 SW Tyler, P.O. Box 2429
Topeka, KS 66601-2429

913 234-0461

Honorary Members

Dr. David Mugler

Dir. of Resident Instruction
College of Agriculture

117 Waters Hall

Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506

Sam Brownback

Secretar

Kansas %oard of Agriculture
109 SW Ninth

Topeka, KS 66612-1280

Dr. Jerry Horn
Associate Dean

College of Education
017 Bluemont Hall
Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506

Dr. Lee Droegemueller
Commissioner of Education
Kansas Dept. of Education
120 East 10th

Topeka, KS 66612



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Patrick L. Breeding
Delphos

Vice President
Junior Strecker
Scott City

Executive Committee

Don Sherrick
Hutchinson

Executive Committee

Daryl Meyer
Hiawatha

Kim Barnes
Garfield

David G. Barton
Manhattan

Byron Carpenter
Stockton

Irvin Clubine
Enid, OK

Steve Eck
St. Marys

Dale Heckman
Yates Center

Gerald Jennison
Wichita

Terry Kohler
Garden Plain

Bruce Schwyhart
Wichita

Alan Stewart
Goodland

Byron Ulery
Beloit

CooPERATIVE COUNCIL

SUITE 615, 700 KANSAS AVENUE, TOPEKA, KANSAS 66603
PHONE 913 233-4085

JOSEPH A. LIEBER
Executive Vice President

DATE: January 26, 1989
TO: Senate and House Agriculture Committees

FROM: Joe Lieber, Executive Vice Presdient of the
Kansas Cooperative Council and

Vice Chairman of the Kansas Foundation for Agriculture
in the Classroom

RE: Ag in the Classroom

Members of the Committee:

I would Tike to express my personal support and the support of
the Kansas Cooperative Council for the Kansas Ag in the
Classroom program.

As a member of the Foundation for the past four and a half years

I have seen the results of the efforts of the Foundation and
its supporters.

You have heard reports on what the Foundation has done and is
doing to teach the students of Kansas about its number one
industry, agriculture. I think the Foundation has made great

strides since its inception and its future goals reflect a
willingness to do more,

These results did not come easily but were accomplished by a
Tot of hard work and dedication by people interested in
agriculture, including some of you in the Legislature.

I taught school for fourteen years and have a Masters Degree in
Education as well as an Administrative Certificate, so I feel
I know a little bit about education.,

I've seen a lot of programs introduced into the schools of
Kansas, but I don't know of any that has accomplished their
goals as well as the Ag in the Classroom.

This is why I and the Kansas Cooperative Council feel the
Foundation is worthwhile.

I sincerely hope that the Legislature continues to support
this program. % ois

Thank you. o/-268T
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