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Date

MINUTES OF THE _SENATE _ COMMITTEE ON .TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES

Sen. Bill Morris

The meeting was called to order by _
Chairperson

at

9:02 3 m/xm. on January 18 1989 in room _294=F _ of the Capitol.

Members present were:

Senators Morris, Doyen, Francisco, Hayden, Kanan, F. Kerr, Martin, Rock,
Sallee and Vidricksen.

Committee staff present:

Hank Avila, Legislative Research Department
Ben Barrett, Legislative Research Department
Bruce Kinzie, Revisor of Statutes

Louise Cunningham, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Jack Tierce, Compliance Administrator of Transportation Division, KCC
Robert G. Cutter, Chief of the Office of Engineering Support, KDOT

Tom Whitaker, Governmental Relations Director, Xansas Motor Carriers Assn.
Patrick Hubbell, Director-Public Relations, Kansas Railroad Assn.

Richard Dame, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, Hoisington, Ks.

Sgt. Terry Maple, Kansas Highway Patrol

Donald F. Lindsey, Jr., United Transportation Union

Hearings on S.B. 19 - Requiring certain vehicles to stop at railroad
crossings.
S.B. 20 - Providing grants for railway-highway crossings.

Jack Tierce, KCC, said there was confusion regarding enforcement
and compliance of railroad grade crossing laws because of the difference
between state and federal laws. They support the bill. A copy of
his statement is attached. (Attachment 1).

Robert G. Cutter, KDOT, said they concur with KCC and it is im-
portant to clarify the differences between federal and state laws per-
taining to school busses and vehicles carrying hazardous materials.
They also support S.B. 20 and said the highway crossing grant fund
is very necessary. A copy of his statement is attached. (Attachment

2).

Mr. Cutter was requested to supply a list of the 157 crossings
listed in his statement where ten percent funding had been refused.

Tom Whitaker, Kansas Motor Carriers Association, said they support
S.B. 19 so long as such legislation is consistent with federal regu-

lations. He had a suggested amendment which would make S.B. consistent
with federal regulations. A copy of his statement and proposed amend-
ment is attached. (Attachment 3).

Pat Hubbell, Kansas Railroad Association, said they support S.B.
19 and also the proposed amendment. They also support S.B. 20 and
suggested that either KCC or KDOT should be given the authority to
close unsafe crossings in the vicinty of new installations of active
warning devices. A copy of his statement is attached. (Attachment

4).

Richard Dame, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, said he 1is
a fulltime locomotive engineer and spoke of his feeling whenever there

was a fatality. It is a nightmare for the engineers. They are in
support of S.B. 19. A copy of his statement is attached. (Attachment
5.)

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not

been transeribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 2
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editing or corrections.




CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES

room __294~E Statehouse, at 9:02  am/prxon January 18 1989

Sgt. Terry Maple, Kansas Highway Patrol, said there was now confus-
ion of drivers of certain vehicles about stopping at crossings and
S.B. 19 would clarify which vehicles had to stop. He also suggested
the bill be amended to include other busses (school, daycare, church,
and commercial) be required to also stop. A copy of his statement
is attached. (Attachment 6).

Donald F. Lindsey, Jr., United Transportation Union, said he speaks
for 6,000 active and retired members and their families and they support
S.B. 19. A copy of his statement is attached. (Attachment 7).

A motion was made by Sen. Francisco and was seconded by Sen. Kanan
to adopt the proposed amendment from the Kansas Motor Carriers Associ-
ation. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Sen. Hayden and was seconded by Sen. Doyen
to recommend S.B. 19 as amended, favorable for passage. Motion carried.

There was discussion on S.B. 20 regarding funding. The committee
decided to hold the bill and find out what procedure would be followed
to get the money and see how much would be needed to fund all the cros-
sings which had been refused funding.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.
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STATEMENT OF THE
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

Presented to the Senate Transportation Committee
January 18, 1989

Senate Bill No. 19

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jack Tierce. I am the Compliance Administrator of
the Transporfation Division, State Corporation Commission and the
State Chairman for the Kansas Operation Lifesaver Program. The
Corporation Commission would encourage the Senate Transportation
Committee to respond favorably to the proposed change in K.S.A.
8-1553,

REGULATORY AUTHORITY CONCERNING
PUBLIC SAFETY

- The State Corporation Commission. exercises regulatory
authority ovef railroads in Kansas. (Reference K.S.A. 66-1,216)
Kansas Statute Annotated 66-1,223 states, "From time to time, the
commission shall carefully examine and inspect the condition of
each common carrier, its equipment, the manner of its conduct and
its management with reference to the public safety and
convenience." Kansas has 6,937 miles of track and 8,761 public
grade crossings, which ranks Kansas third in the nation for total
miles of track with 1Illinois and Texas ranked 2 and 1,
respectively.

The Commission also regulates common, contract and private
motor carriefs operating in Kansas pursuanf to K.S.A. 66-1,111,
except those exempted by K.S.A. 66-1,109. Kansas Statute Annotated
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66-1,129(a)(6) requires the Commission to adopt rules and
regulations that are consistent with continuation of the federal
motor carrier safety assistance program and other federal

requirements concerning transportation of hazardous materials.

KANSAS LAW AND FEDERAT, REGULATION INCONSISTENCY

The Corporation Commission has adopted 49 Code of Federal
Regulation 392.10 (attached) which requires every bus transporting
passengers and certain other vehicles transporting hazardous
materials to stop at railroad grade crossings with active safety
devices even when they are not activated.

K.S.A. 8-1553 presently does not require vehicles to stop at
grade crossings with active safety devices when they are not

activated.

ENFORCEMENT PROBLEM

The Kansas Highway Patrol, sheriffs and other peace officers
of any county are required to enforce the regulations of the
Corporation Commission. Since there is the difference between
state and federal laws, this leaves confusion in enforcement and
compliance of railroad grade crossing laws. This confusion is
further enhanced by K.S.A. 66-1,109 which exempts certain common,
contract and private carrier from regulation by the Commission.

In the past three years, there has been two accidents
resulting in fatalities when a train and a vehicle transporting

hazardous material collided.



CONCLUSION
Hopefully, by enacting this legislation accidents involving
trains and vehicles transporting hazardous materials will be
eliminated. Kansas has been fortunate that past accidents have not
included the most important cargo, buses transporting passengers

(specifically our children).
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STATEMENT OF THE
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
JANUARY 18, 1989

SENATE BILL NOS. 19 & 20

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Robert G. Cutter, Chief of the Office of Engineering Support,
Kansas Department of Transportation. The Kansas Department of
Transportation would encourage the Senate Transportation Committee to
respond with favor to proposed Senate Bill Nos. 19 and 20.

I concur with the comments made by Mr. Jack Tierce of the KXansas
Corporation Commission and might add that it is important to clarify the
differences between the Federal and State laws pertaining to school
busses and vehicles carrying hazardous materials. In my previous
position as the Coordinating Engineer, Bureau of Design, I had numerous
opportunities to view railroad crossings and observe confusion on the part
of school bus drivers as to whether they were required to stop at all
railroad crossings. Whatever actions can be taken to alleviate confusion
should definitely be taken. This same thought applies to vehicles
transporting hazardous materials. In the past three years there has been
two accidents resulting in fatalities when a vehicle transporting
hazardous material and a train collided. Flashing lights were present at
one of these crossings.

Senate Bill No. 20, which would create a railway - highway cr0551ng grant

fund is very necessary. KDOT’s concern for railroad cross1ng safety
involves not only the State Highway System but all cr0551ngs in the
State. The limitations which we have, concern those crossings which are

not on the State Highway System. This concern is focussed on two points;
1) the ability or the willingness of the local governments to pay the ten
percent matching funds and 2) the ability to consolidate rail crossings.
The first of these points is emphasized by the 200 crossings for which
the ten percent matching funds have not been provided by the local
governments. The Federal Law which provides the rail crossing safety
program specifies that the railroads cannot be mandated to pay the ten
percent matching funds and KDOT does not have the statutory authority to
do so. KDOT feels that safety projects are a partnership and that the
local governments should be committed to sharing in the payment of the ten
percent matching funds.

The establishment of a rail - highway crossing grant fund would provide
the means to assist the cities, counties, and townships in developing a
partnership with the state and railroads in making Kansas a safer place
to travel in.
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This past September Senator Morris requested information concerning those
rail crossings where ten percent funding had been refused. As of October
there were 207 crossings which had no ten percent matching funds
committed. Of those 207 crossings 157 crossings had received a definite
no from the local government. This number will continue to grow each year
as more crossings become qualified for federal funds.

Number of Crossings 157
Number of Accidents 20
Number of Crossings w\accidents 18
Number of Injuries 16
Number of Fatalities 3

We can adopt the necessary regulations as specified in Senate Bill No. 20

to further insure that the priority railroad crossings are provided with
flashing lights and gates.

Senate Bill Nos. 19 and 20 benefit the people of the State of Kansas.

Thank-you!



STATEMENT
By The
KANSAS MOTOR CARRIERS ASSOCIATION

In support of S.B. 19 governing
vehicles required to stop at
certain railroad grade crossings.

Presented to the Senate Transportation
& Utilities Committee, Sen. Bill Morris,

Chairman; Statehouse, Topeka, January 18,
1989.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

I am Tom Whitaker, Governmental Relations Director for
the Kansas Motor Carriers Association with offices in Topeka.

I appear here this morning along with Mary Turkington, the
Association's Executive Director, representing our member
firms and the highway transportation industry.

The Kansas Motor Carriers Association supports legislation
at the state level governing the safe operation of motor truck
vehicles so long as such legislation is consistent with the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations found in Section 49
of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 383-399. We believe
the intent of S.B. 19 is to establish such uniformity. Attach-
ed to my testimony is a copy of 49 CFR 392.10 governing required
stops by vehicles at certain railroad grade crossings.

I have visited with Chairman Morris and the revisor to
suggest additional language outlined in the balloon copy of
S.B. 19 also attached to this statement. We ask that the
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Committee adopt this amendment to Senate Bill No. 19. The
proposed amendment would make regulations adopted by the
Kansas Department of Transportation and the State Corporation
Commission consistent with the federal regulation governing
vehicles required to stop at certain railroad grade crossings.

We strongly support S.B. 19 with adoption of the proposed
amendment. We thank you for the opportunity to appear before
you today and would be pleased to respond to any questions

you may have.

#i#

32
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§392.10 Railroad grade crossings; stopping
required.
~ (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this
section, the driver of a motor vehicle specified in
paragraphs (1) through (6) of this section shall not
cross a railroad track or tracks at grade unless he
first: Stops the vehicle within 50 feet of, and not
closer than 15 feet to, the tracks; thereafter listens
and looks in each direction along the tracks for an
approaching train; and ascertains that no train is
approaching. When it is safe to do so, the driver
may drive the vehicle across the tracks in a gear
that permits the vehicle to complete the crossing
without a change of gears. The driver must not
shift gears while crossing the tracks.

(1) Every bus transporting passengers,

(2) Every motor vehicle transporting any quan-
tity of chlorine,

(3) Every motor vehicle which, in accordance with
the regulations of the Department of Transporta-
tion, is required to be marked or placarded with one
of the following markings:

(i) Explosives A (x) Poison

(ii) Explosives B (xi) Oxygen

(iii) Poison Gas (xii) Flammable Gas
(iv) Flammable Solid W (xiii) Combustible

(v) Radioactive (xiv) Flammable Solid
(vi) Flammable (xv)  Oxidizer

(vii)  Blasting Agent (xvi) Organic Peroxide
(viii) Nonflammable Gas (xvii) Corrosive

(ix) Chlorine (xviii) Dangerous

(4) Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether
loaded or empty, used for the transportation of any
hazardous material as defined in the Hazardous
Materials Regulations of the Department of Trans-
portation, Parts 170-189 of this title.

(6) Every cargo tank motor vehicle transporting a
commodity which at the time of loading has a
temperature above its flashpoint as determined by
§173.115 of this title. '

(6) Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether
loaded or empty, transporting any commodity
under an exemption issued in accordance with the
provisions of Part 107, Subpart B, of this title.

(b) A stop need not be made at:

(1) A streetcar crossing, or railroad tracks used
exclusively for industrial switching purposes,
within a business district as defined in §390.12 of
this chapter.

(2) A railroad grade crossing when a police
officer or crossing flagman directs traffic to
proceed.

(3) A railroad grade crossing controlled by a
functioning highway traffic signal transmitting a
green indication which, under local law, permits the
vehicle to proceed across the railroad tracks
without slowing or stopping.

(4) An abandoned railroad grade crossing which
is marked with a sign indicating that the rail line is
abandoned,

(6) An industrial or spur line railroad grade
crossing marked with a sign reading “Exempt.”
Such “Exempt” signs shall be erected only by or
with the consent of the appropriate State or local
authority.



Session of 199

SENATE BILL No. 19
By Special Committee on Transportation
Re Proposal No. 32

12-21

AN ACT concerning motor vehicles; requiring certain vehicles to
stop at railroad grade crossings; amending K.S.A. 8-1533 and re-
‘pealing the existing section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S.A. B-1533 is hereby amended to read as follows:
8-1533. {a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the driver of any
vehicle described in rules and regulations issued pursuant to sub-
section (c), before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad,
shall stop such vehicle within 8&y—50-30 feet but not less than
fifteea—151-15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while
so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track
for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach of
a train, and shall not proceed until he-such driver can do so safely.
After stopping as required herein and upon proceeding when it is
safe to do so, the driver of any said vehicle shall cross only in such
gear of the vehicle that there will be no necessity for manually
changing gears while traversing such crossings and the driver shall
not manually shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(b} This section shall not apply at:

(1) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is controlled by
a police officer or human flagman;

{2) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is regulated by a

traffic-control signalf%?o‘ept—that-sshool-busss—&ndmrked—oﬂ%c-
urded-veficles- transporting —-hozardous -materiels —shall—stop--as—re-
qutred -by-subsection{aj;

(3) Afy-railroad grade-crossing-protected by crossing gates or-an
aitermately-flashing- Hight-sigmat -intended-+o- give-warning-of-the—ap-
prouch-of—a-retiread- trains except thet-school-busesand -marked or

34

—{as defined by K.S.A. 8-1478 and amendments thereto.]

(3) Any abandoned railroad grade crossing which is

marked with a sign indicating that the rail line
is abandoned.



SB 19
. 2
Thturded—vehicles— transporting hezardous materials ~shell ~step--us
Tequired-by subsection- (o),
&y —Anyrailroad grade—crossimgat-whictr an-offictat traffic-comtrot
dewice -gives—notiee -that-the-stopping requirement imposed-by -this

sectiomrdoes-mot-apph~——

(¢) The secretary of transportation‘gall adopt such rules or reg-
ulations as may be necessary describing the vehicles which must
comply with the stopping requirements of this section. frformmutatig
suek rules-and-regulations - the-secretary-shall -give-consideration—to-
the-number-of passengers carried by-the-vehicle and the hazardous

(4)

(5)

\a
Any industrial or spur line railroad grade crossing
marked with a sign reading "Exempt". Such "Exempt"
signs shall be erected only by or with the consent
of the appropriate state or local authority.

A railroad grade crossing used exclusively for
industrial switching purposes, within a business
district defined in K.S.A. 8-1407.

/in conjunction with the State Corporation Commission]

nature—of--any -substanee--carried- by-the—vehiele~in-determining the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations]
wirether-sach—vetricle ~shatt -be- required—to-stop. Such regulations
of

shall correlate with and so far as possible conform to-repad
the United States department of transportation.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 8-1333 is hereby repealed.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its publication in the statute book.



KANSAS RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

920 S.E. QUINCY

PATRICK R. HUBBELL P.O. BOX 1738

DIRECTOR-PUBLIC AFFAIRS TOPEKA. KANSAS 66628 913-357-3392

Statement of the
Xansas Railroad Association

Presented to the Senate Committee
on Transportation and Utilities
The Honorable Bill Morris, Chairman
Statehouse

Topeka, Kansas
January 18, 19289

C I N S S S I R
Mr. Chairman and Members cf the Committee:

My name is Pat Hubbell. I am Director-Public Affairs for the
Kansas Rallroad hkssocliation. I would like to thank the Chailras
and the Committee for giving me the opportunity to express the
support of the Kansas Raillroad Association for Senate Bills 19 aund
20.

K.G. A, 8-1553 was enacted in 1973 as part of the Uniform Act
Regulating Traffic and Highways. Senate Bill 19 would amend this
statute to require school bhuses and marked or placarded vehicles
transporting hazardous materials to stop at all highwsy-rail graac
crossings, except for those crossings controlled by police
officers or flagmen or which official traffic control devices
provide notice that a stop is not required.

It is our understanding that many Kansas school districts have
adopted local policies for school bus operators generally in line

with the suggested amendment to K.S.A. 8-1553. We further
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understand that many companies with vehicles transporting
hazardous materials also require their operators to stop at all
railroad crossings.

We believe the suggested amendment represents good public
policy, particularly as an educational tool. Requiring school bus
operators to stop at highway-rail grade crossings, even those
crossings protected with active warning devices, will help to
reinforce in the minds of school children that alertness and
caution is demanded of all vehicle drivers approaching
highway-rail crossings.

The Kansas Ralilroad Association also supports Senate Bill 20
which would designate $225,000 per year from the state general
fund to the railway-highway crossing grant fﬁnd. This money would
be used as a match of federal funds for the installation of active
warning devices at rail-highway crossings. I suggest the
Committee consider allowing either the Department of
Transportation or the Kansas Corporation Commission the authority
to close unsafe crossings in the vicinity of new installations of
active warning devices. I have attached five tables regarding
railroad-highway accidents which were provided the interim
committee last summer.

Thank you for the opportunity to present the Railroad
Industry's position on Senate Bills 19 and 20. We encourage your
consideration of these bills. I will try to respond to any

questions that you may have.



FATALITIES

3
fu
e}

HIGHWAY -RAILLROAD MOTCH VEHICLE
FATALITIES AT PUBLIC CROS3INGS

N

Decrease

974 ~ 1987 = 33%

\ A A
VAR

SCURCE:

HIGHWAY-RAILRCAD MOTOR YEHICLE

YEAR
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

FATALITIES

AT PUBLIC CROSSINGS

53%

Decrease

V

FATALITIES

1,128
788
378
8456
929
727
708
623
526
483
543
480
507
533 (preliminary)

FRA Rail-Highway Crossing Accident/

Incident and Inventory Bulletin.

(1]



HUGES

Table 2

HIGHWAY-RAILRACAD MOTOR VEHICLE
IMJURIES AT PUELIC CROSSINGS3
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1975 3,500
1976 4,343
1977 4,455
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1980 3,534
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1982 2,417
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YEAR ACCIDENTS

1975 10,925

1976 11,700

1977 11,849

1978 49% 11,999

1979  Decrease 11,108

1980 9,422

1981 8,232

1982 6,882

1883 6,272

1984 6,370

1985 6,093

1986 5,620

1987 WV * 5,628 (preliminary)

SOURCE:

FRA Rail-Highway Crossing Accident/
Incident and Inventory Bulletin.
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POTENTIAL EXPOSURE AT
HIGHWA'Y-RAILROAD CROSSINGS

YEAR
1974
1975
1976
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1978
1979
1980
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1985
1986
1987

AN

Increase
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747.
711.
785.
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832.
849.
8l4.
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.39
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.87
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.46
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804
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18
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15
80

33
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#Table revised for 1974-19856.
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FATALITIES
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1980
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1986
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FATALITIES
46,078
45,500
46,434
47,868
51,183
51,083
51,091
49,301
43,947
42,596
44,372
43,795
46,056
46,121 (preliminary)

SOURCE: FHWA "Fatal and Injury Aécident Rates”,
Accident Analysis Division, Office of

Highway Safety.
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Brotherhood of PLocomotive Angmeers
Ransas Btate Legislative Board

RICHARD DAME DONALD E. DETWILER LEO M. SRUBAS
Chairman 1st Vice Chairman Secretary-Treasurer
466 W. 7th Street 1001 E. 6th Street 5005 Georgia
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Statement of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers

Presented to the Senate Committee
on Transportation and Utilities

1The Honorable Bill Morris, Chairman
Statehouse
Topeka, Kansas
January 18, 1989
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee my name is Richard
Dame. I am Chairman of the Kansas Legislative Board for the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. I would like to thank you for
giving me the opportunity to testiry in favor of Senate Bill 19.
When [ am not attending the Legislature I work rull time as
a locomotive engineer. For many engineers working throughout the
state, such as myself, there 1s very 1ittle that causes more anxiety
or fear than the possibility of a accident at a grade crossing.
Many vimes th= engineer, Iin the mcovement of a vraln tnrousns wnhe

T
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te ol Kanszz, has aone every tning in nis or ner power Tl Drevent

¢ ot

a grade crossing accident to havehrin a failure, sometimes even a

r

fatality.
1 have been working as a engineer since 1974 and in that time
I have had 7 grade crossing accidents. 1 know what it feels like
after having stopped the train, to go back to the crossing where
the accident nappened and find a young man 15 or 106 years of age
ATT. 5
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who has become a fatality of a railroad grade crossing accident.
That kind of accident is a nightmare in itself, but can you imagine
if a school bus or bus carrying 30 or 40 people were involved in a
grade crossing accident. Heaven forbid that should ever happen.

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers feel that by the passage
of Senate B11ll 19, as amended, you will greatly enhance railroad
grade crossing safety in the state of Kansas. We also feel or hope
that it would help install the proper respect for railroad grade
crossings in the young people of our state so that they would not
end up as a fatality at a grade crossing.

I thank you Mr. Chairman for allowing me the opportunity to
express these views on Senate Bill 19. I will try to respond to any

questions which you may have.

@
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Before the Senate Transportation and Utilities Committee
Senate Bill 19

Presented by the Kansas Highway Patrol

(Sergeant Terry L. Maple)
January 18, 1989
Appeared in Support of Senate Bill 19

The Kansas Highway Patrol supports Senate Bill 19. Senate Bill 19 amends K.S.A.
8-1553 to require school buses and marked or placarded vehicles transporting
hazardous materials to stop at all railroad crossings. The amendment is
designed to enhance the safety of motorists, railroad employees and the public
at large.

We would request that the Bill be amended to require all buses and all vehicles
transporting hazardous materials which are required to be marked or placarded to
stop at all railroad crossings.

The Bill as presently written only requires school buses and those vehicles
which are marked or placarded to stop. We feel that it would be in the best
interest of safety to all people who utilize the mass transportation system of
buses (school, daycare, church and commercial), to require those vehicles to
stop at all railroad crossings. The proposed bill, as written, has a "loophole"
for vehicles transporting hazardous materials becaused it reads "marked or
placarded vehicles" shall stop. If a vehicle is transporting such material, and
is not marked or placarded, it would not be in violation of this statute even
though it would be violating other statutes requiring such marking or placards.
Our proposed amendment would include all those vehicles which are required to be
marked or placarded.

At present it is confusing to drivers of these vehicles because the Kansas Cor-
poration Commission has rules and regulations requiring certain vehicles regu-
lated by them to stop at these crossings, but those not regulated by the KCC are
not required to do so. Senate Bill 19 would require all these vehicles, regu-
lated by KCC or not, to stop at all railroad crossings. This would definitely
be an enhancement to traffic safety in Kansas.

Your favorable consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated.
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JANUARY 1989
STATEMENT OF DONALD F. LINDSEY JR., DIRECTOR,
KANSAS STATE LEGISLATIVE BOARD

UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION
IN SUPPORT OF S.B. 19

Mr. Chairman and members of the Comrittee, I am Don Lindsey, Director
of the Kansas State Legislative Board - UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION.
I am a duly elected officer, authorized to speak for our some 6,000
active and retired members and their families who reside in the state

of Kansas. I appear in support of S.B. 19.

Senate Bill 19 addresses the two greatest fears a railroad employee
in the operating crafts has during his tour of duty. Those two fears
are a grade-crossing accident involving either a school bus or a

vehicle which is transporting hazardous materials.

The United Transportation Union supports any piece of legislation

which helps emphasize the dangers associated with railroad crossings.'

Several years ago the head-end crew on a Missouri Pacific freight
train was killed when the driver of a gasoline truck failed to notice
the 1ights flashing at a road crossing in Martin City, MO. The driver
testified that because of the sun in his face he did not see that
the lights were operating. Because he failed to stop and make sure,
the engineer and the head brakeman were killed instantly upon impact
and the subsequent explosion of the gasoline.  However, it is
unimaginable the terror which had to of went through those two

individuals minds seeing the gasoline truck pulling across in front
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of them and no way to stop. Had a bill similar to Senate Bill 19
been in place in the state of Missouri, possibly this accident might
have been avoided. Assuming the driver adhered to the law, he would

have stopped regardless of rather he could see the lights flashing.

Probably more important to the UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION than even
the safety of our own members, is the safety of our children. The
UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION believes that our children are our most
precious commodity. They represent the future, not only for Kansas,
but our country. Anything which is done in the interest of protecting
the lives of our children, the UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION strongly

supports.

Mr. Chairman, 1 would once again thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to appear before your committee in support of Senate
Bil1l 19. Should you or any member of the committee have any questions,

I would attempt to answer them at this time. Thank you.
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