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MINUTES OF THE _HoYs®¢  coMMITTEE ON _Elections
The meeting was called to order by Representative Sherman Jones
Chairperson
10:00 _ am./p.m. on —_February 21 19_92in xeomn 3rd flogr of the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Committee staff present:
Shirley Lee, Committee Secretary
Pat Mah, Research

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Joe de la Torre, Secretary of State Office

Joe de la Torre requested that the Committee introduce a bill relating to elections;
concerning the determination of the total number of persons required for the signing
of petitions (see attachmenty).

Representative McKechnie moved that the bill be introduced and Representative Scott
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

With no further business, the called meeting was adjourned.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for

editing or corrections. Page 1 Of ___]__
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BILL NO.

By Committee on Elections

AN ACT relating to elections; concerning the determination of the
total number of persons required for the signing  of
petitions; amending K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-205, 25-303,

25-2311 and 25-3602 and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-205 1is hereby amended to
read as follows: 25-205. (a) The names of candidates for
national, state, county and township offices shall be printed
upon the official primary ballot when each shall have qualified
to become a candidate by one of the following methods and none
other: (1) They shall have had filed in their behalf, not later
than 12:00 noon, June 10, prior to such primary election, or if
such date falls on Saturday, Sunday or a holiday, then before
12:00 noon of the next following day that is not a Saturday,
Sunday or a holiday, nomination petitions, as provided for in
this act; or (2) they shall have filed not later than the time
for filing nomination petitions, as above provided, with the
proper officer a declaration of intention to become a candidate,
accompanied by the fee required by law. Such declaration shall be
prescribed by the secretary of state.

(b) Nomination petitions shall be in substantially the

following form:

I, the undersigned, an elector of the county of

, and state of Kansas, and a duly registered voter,

and a member of party, hereby nominate
, who resides in the township of (or
at number on street, city of
), in the county of and state of
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Kansas, as a candidate for the office of (here specify the

office) , to be voted for at the primary election

to be held on the first Tuesday in August in , as

representing the principles of such party; and I further declare
that I intend to support the candidate herein named and that I
have not signed and will not sign any nomination petition for any

other person, for such office at such primary election.

(HEADING)
Name of Street Number Name of Date of
Signers. or Rural Route City. Signing.

(as registered).

All nomination petitions shall have substantially the
foregoing form, written or printed at the top thereof. No
signature shall be counted unless it is upon a sheet having such
written or printed form at the top thereof.

(c) Each signer of a nomination petition shall sign but one
such petition for the same office, and shall declare that such
person intends to support the candidate therein named, and shall
add to such person's signature and residence, if in a city, by
street and number (if any); or, otherwise by post office address.
No signature shall be counted unless the place of residence of
the signer is clearly indicated and the date of signing given as
herein required and if ditto marks are used to indicate address
they shall be continuous and clearly made. Such sheets shall not
be cut or pasted together.

(d) All signers of each separate nomination petition shall
reside in the same county and election district of the office
sought.. The affidavit described in this paragraph of a qualified
elector who resides in such county and election district or of
the candidate shall be appended to each petition and shall
contain, at the end of each set of documents carried by each
circulator, a verification, signed by the circulator or the
candidate, to the effect that such circulator or the candidate

personally witnessed the signing of the petition by each person

==y
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whose name appears thereon. The person making such affidavit
shall be duly registered to vote.

(e) Nomination petitions shall be signed:

(1) If for a state officer elected on a statewide basis or
for the office of United States senator, by voters egqual 1in
number to not less than 1% of the total of the current voter
registration of the party designated in the state as compiled by
the office of the secretary of state;

(2) If for a state or national officer elected on less than
a statewide basis, by voters equal in number to not less than 2%
of the total of the current voter registration of the party
designated in such district as compiled by the office of the
secretary of state, except that for the office of district
magistrate judge, by not less than 2% of the total of the current
voter registration of the party designated in the county in which

such office is to be filled as certified to the secretary of

state in accordance with K.S.A. 25-3302, and amendments thereto;

(3) If for a county office, by voters equal in number to not
less than 3% of the total of the current voter registration of
the party designated in such district or county as compiled by

the county election officer and certified to the secretary of

state in accordance with K.S.A. 25-3302, and amendments thereto;

and

(4) If for a township office, by voters equal in number to
not less than 3% of the total of the current voter registration
of the party designated 1in such township as compiled by the

county election officer and certified to the secretary of state

in accordance with K.S.A. 25-3302, and amendments thereto.

(f£) Subject to the requirements of K.S.A. 25-202, and
amendments thereto, any political organization filing nomination
petitions for a majority of the state or county offices, as
provided in this act, shall have a separate primary election
ballot as a political party and, upon receipt of such nomination

petitions, the respective officers shall prepare a separate state
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and county ballot for such new party in their respective counties
or districts thereof in the same manner as is provided for
existing parties.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-303 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 25-303. (a) This section shall not apply to city and
school elections, nor to election of other officers provided by
law to be elected in April.

(b) All nominations other than party nominations shall be
independent nominations. No person who has declared and retains a
party affiliation in accordance with K.S.A. 25-3301 and
amendments thereto shall be eligible to accept an independent
nomination for any office.

Independent nominations of candidates for any office to be
filled by the voters of the state at large may be made by
nomination petitions signed by not less than 5,000 qualified
voters for each candidate and in the case of governor and
lieutenant governor for each pair of such candidates.

(c) Independent nominations of candidates for offices to be
filled by the voters of a county, district or other division less
than a state may be made by nomination petitions signed by voters

equal in number to not less than 4% of the current total of

qualified voters of such county, district or other division as
compiled by the office of the secretary of state in the case of
state offices and as compiled 1in the office of the county

election officer and certified to the secretary of state in

accordance with K.S.A. 25-2311, and amendments thereto, 1in the

case of 1local offices, and in no case to be signed by less than
25 nor more than 5,000 qualified voters of such county, district
or division, for each candidate.

(d) Independent nominations of candidates for offices to be
filled by the voters of a township may be made by nomination

papers signed by not less than 5% of the current total of

gualified voters of such township, computed as above provided,

for each candidate, and in no case to be signed by less than 10
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such voters of such township for each candidate.

(e) The signatures to such nomination petitions need not all
be appended to one paper, but each registefed voter signing an
independent certificate of nomination shall add to the signature
such petitioner's place of residence and post office address. All
signers of each separate nomination petition shall reside in the
same county and election district of the office sought. The
affidavit of a qualified elector who resides in such county and
election district or of the candidate shall be appended to each
petition and shall contain, at the end of each set of documents
carried by each circulator, a verification, signed by the
circulator, to the effect that such circulator personally
witnessed the signing of the petition by each person whose name
appears thereon. The person making such affidavit shall be duly
registered to vote.

(f) No such nomination paper shall contain the name of a
candidate for governor without in the same such paper containing
the name of a candidate for lieutenant governor, and if it does
it shall be void.

(g) No person shall join in nominating more than one person
for the same office, and if this is done, the name of such
petitioner shall not be counted on any certificate. B

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-2311 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 25-2311. (a) County election officers shall provide
for the registration of voters at one or more places on all days
except the following:

(1) Days when the main offices of the county government are
closed for business, except as 1is otherwise provided by any
county election officer under the provisions of K.S.A. 25-2312
and amendments thereto;

(2) days when the main offices of the city government are
closed for business, in the case of deputy county election
officers who are city clerks except as is otherwise provided by

any county election officer under the provisions of K.S.A.
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25-2312 and amendments thereto;

(3) the 14 days preceding the day of primary and general
state elections;

(4) the 14 days preceding the day of primary city and school
elections, 1f either has a primary;

(5) the 14 days preceding each first Tuesday in April of
odd-numbered vyears, being the day of city and school general
elections;

(6) the 14 days preceding the day of any election other than
one specified in paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) of this subsection;
and

(7) the day of any primary or general election or any
question submitted election.

(b) For the purposes of this section in counting days that
registration books are to be closed, all of the days including
Sunday and legal holidays shall be counted.

(c) The secretary of state shall notify every county
election officer of the dates when registration shall be closed
preceding primary and general state, city and school elections.
The days so specified by the secretary of state shall be
conclusive. Such notice shall be given by the secretary of state
by mail at least 60 days preceding every primary and general
state, city and school election.

(d) The last days before closing of registration books as
directed by the secretary of state under subsection (c) of this
section, county election officers shall provide for registration
of voters during regular business hours, during the noon hours
and at other than regular business hours upon such days as the
county election officers deem necessary. The last three business
days before closing of registration books prior to state primary
and general elections, county election officers shall provide for
registration of voters until 9:00 p.m. in cities of the first and
second class.

(e) The secretary of state may adopt rules and regulations

~.
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interpreting the provisions of this section and specifying the
days when registration shall be open, days when registration
shall be closed, and days when it is optional with the county
election officer for registration to be open or closed.

(f) Before each primary and general election, and at times

and in a form prescribed by the secretary of state, each county

election officer shall certify to the secretary of state the

number of registered voters in each precinct of the county as

shown by the registration books in the office of such county

election officer.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-3602 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 25-3602. (a) Each petition shall consist of one or
more documents pertaining to a single issue or proposition unde;
one distinctive title. The documents shall be filed with the
county election officer or other official, if another official is
designated in the applicable statutes. The £iling shall be made
at one time all in one group. Later or successive filings of
documents relating to the same issue or proposition shall be
deemed to be separate petitions and not a part of any earlier or
later filing.

(b) Each petition shall, unless otherwise specifically
required: (1) Clearly state the guestion which petitioners seek
to bring to an election;

(2) name the taxing subdivision or other political
subdivision in which an election is sought to be held; and

(3) contain the following recital above the spaces provided
for signatures: "I have personally signed this petition. I am a

registered elector of the state of Kansas and of

(here insert name of political or taxing subdivision)
and my residence address is correctly written after my name."
The recital shall be followed by blank spaces for the
signature, residence address and date of signing for each person

signing the petition.



1 RS 267.

When petitioners are required by law to possess
qualifications in addition to being registered electors, the form
of the petition shall be amended to contain a recital specifying
the additional qualifications required and stating that the
petitioners possess the qualifications.

(c) Every petition shall contain, at the end of each set of
documents carried by each circulator, a verification, signed by
the circulator, to the effect that the circulator personally
witnessed the signing of the petition by each person whose name
appears thereon. The circulator of a petition shall be duly
registered to vote and a resident of the political or taxing
subdivision in which the election is sought to be held.

(d) Any person who has signed a petition who desires to
withdraw such person's name may do so by giving written notice to
the county election officer or other designated official not
later than the third day following the date upon which the
petition is filed.

(e) Any petition shall be null and void unless submitted to
the county election officer or other designated official within
180 days of the date of the first signature on the petition.

(f) Unless the governing body of the political or taxing
subdivision in which the election is sought to be held authorizes
a special election, all elections which are called as a result of
the filing of a sufficient petition shall be held at the next
succeeding primary or general election as defined by K.S.A.
25-2502, and amendments thereto, in which the political or taxing
subdivision is participating.

(g) When a petition requires signatures equal in number to a

percentage of the total number of registered voters, such

percentage shall be based on the most recent number of registered

voters as certified to the office of the secretary of state

pursuant to subsection (f) of K.S.A. 25-2311, and amendments

thereto.

Sec. 5. K.S.A. 1991 Supp. 25-205, 25-303, 25-2311 and
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25-3602 are hereby repealed.
Sec. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

after its publication in the Kansas register.

and



