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Date

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES.
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Don Sallee at 8:00 a.m. on February 11, 1993 in Room
423-S of the Capitol.

All members were present :

Committee staff present: Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research Department
Dennis Hodgins, Legislative Research Department
Don Hayward, Revisor of Statutes
Clarene Wilms, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:
Senator Sheila Frahm
Judy Withers, Sharon Springs, KS
Debbie Fischer,Co-coordinator, Rattlesnake Roundup, Sharon Springs, KS
Sarah Walker, Sharon Springs, KS
Gary Moore, Oklahoma
Larry L. Graf, Executive V-President, National Crotalus Society
David Edds, President, KS Herpetological Society, Emporia
Written testimony, Department of Wildlife & Parks
Written testimony, Mark C. Reed. Director, Sedgwick County Zoo
Written testimony, Eric M. Rundquist, Department of Herpetology, Sedgwick
County Zoo & Botanical Garden, Wichita, KS

Others attending: See attached list

SB-137 - relating to the commercial harvest of prairie rattlesnakes

Senator Sheila Frahm appeared before the committee and presented testimony in support of SB-137. Senator
Frahm told committee members this bill was requested by citizens of Wallace County who hope to develop the
potential of rattlesnake hunts into economic development which is much needed in their area. Attachment 1

Judy Withers, Sharon Springs, KS, spoke to the committee presenting background on the idea of a rattlesnake
roundup to help the economic stress of the community. Many conservational and educational suggestions
were offered by Dr. Henry Fitch, Randall Reiserer and David Reber. Ms. Withers told the committee that the
disassembled parts, skin, head, rattles, gall bladder and meat are all saleable items and are sold in Texas and
Oklahoma. However, due to Kansas law it is not legal to sell them in Kansas. Attachment 2

Debbie Fischer, Co-coordinator, Rattlesnake Roundup, Sharon Springs, KS, appeared before the committee
and presented testimony in support of SB-137. Ms. Fischer noted this was an effort to promote tourism in
the western half of the state. She further noted that it was good promotion for the state of Kansas because
even the Associated Press picked up news releases and they appeared in larger newspapers in the state.
Attachment 3

Sarah F. Walker, Sharon Springs, KS, appeared before the committee and presented testimony in support of
SB-137. Ms. Walker told the committee this bill will allow people in the western counties of Kansas to use
one of their regenerating resources, the Prairie Rattlesnake, for their economic benefit and as one area in our
state prospers so does the whole state. Ms. Walker suggested an amendment in Section C of the bill so that it
would be lawful only during a period beginning March 1 and ending June 30 of each year. She also presented
a petition from people in the Sharon Springs area as well as from other parts of the state which reads “We the
undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in order to promote the conservation and the utilization of a
natural and regenerating resource, do petition for changes in existing Kansas state laws and Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks regulations concerning rattlesnakes. We specifically would like to see
changes in the licensing of rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom to commercially use

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been

transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to 1
the individuals appearing before the committee for editing or corrections.



CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, Room
423-S Statehouse, at 8:00 a.m. on February 11, 1993.

live or dead rattlesnakes. Other testimony and information was also furnished in Attachment 4.

Gary Moore, a central Oklahoma resident, appeared before the committee in support of SB-137. He told the
committee he has been around rattlesnakes all of his life and has handled snakes professionally for over 20
years. Mr. Moore is involved in research with the Oklahoma State University as well as doing venom
research. He stated the 5 snake limit makes it difficult to have a worthwhile rattiesnake roundup. It was noted
that the five different hunts in Oklahoma generate from $250,00 to over $1,000,000 in those communities. It
is estimated that only 1 to 2 percent of the land is hunted for such reptiles. Mr. Moore said that in most
instances he tries to harvest only larger snakes leaving the smaller ones, who are more difficult to handle,
alone. He noted this hunt is a big boost for the people of Sharon Springs. A number of researchers come into
the areas to obtain data and information.

During questioning Mr. Moore noted the ability of small snakes to hide and their quickness made them more
difficult to handle. A member asked about minimum age of a hunter with Mr. Moore noting there was no
limit. Regarding snake bites Mr. Moore told the committee that you have four to six hours to treat a snake
bite. It was noted that 10,000 to 20,000 people are bitten in the United States each year by poisonous
snakes. Of those about 15 die from the snake venom itself, most people die of cardiac arrest.

Senator Frahm emphasized there were no snake bites at the Sharon Springs Rattlesnake Hunt and there were
several hospitals within very close range as well as medical personnel standing by.

In answer to a question Mr. Moore said rattlesnakes and other snakes were necessary to control the rodent
population, however a large population is not necessary. Many of the captured snakes are used for various
types of study and research.

Larry L. Graf, Executive V-Pres., National Crotaulus Society, appeared before the committee noting this
society was established in 1992 for gathering and dissemination of information concerning rattlesnakes and
rattlesnake hunting and is dedicated to the preservation of the species and the hunt through education. Mr.
Graf is the publisher of the N.C.S. News, “A quarterly Publication of the National Crotalus Society” and
spoke in favor of SB-137. Reference was made to benefits derived from the Sweetwater Rattlesnake
Roundup which provides funds for numerous worthwhile causes in the area. Other references were made to
the publication, N.C.S. News. Attachment 5

David Edds, Emporia, President, Kansas Herpetological Society appeared in opposition of SB-137 noting
there is no evidence that such harvest can be sustained. His organization has opposed rattlesnake roundups
since 1974 and continue to oppose them because they are environmentally destructive, because of their cruel
and inhumane treatment of snakes, because of the danger to participants and spectators from careless snake
handling, and because the present attitudes toward wildlife that encourage its overexploitation and destruction.
Attachment 6

Written testimony from the Department of Wildlife & Parks was handed to committee members. Attachment 7
Verbal testimony will be heard February 12, 1993.

Written testimony was faxed to Senator Don Sallee by Eric M. Rundquist, Department of Herpetology,
Sedgwick County Zoo & Botanical Garden. Mr. Rundquist notes he was one of the co-founders of the
Kansas Herpetological Society and wished to register his strong opposition to SB-137 for reasons set forth in
Attachment 8.

Written testimony was faxed to Senator Don Sallee by Mark C. Reed, Sedgwick County Zoo, Wichita,
Kansas stating that if passed, SB-137 would set a very bad precedent for conservation in Kansas in that it
would allow potential commercialization of one of our state’s nongame wildlife resources. Attachment 9

The chairperson announced the hearing would continue Friday, February 12 following discussion on SB-20.

The meeting adjourned at 8:59 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 12, 1993.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee
FROM: Senator Sheila Frahm
DATE: February 11, 1993
RE: SB 137

************************************

Chairman Sallee and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to bring SB 137 to your attention. This bill was
requested by citizens of Wallace County who are committed to the future and to the
quality of life in their community.

This past fall Wallace County hosted their first annual Rattlesnake Hunt. As a
result of this successful event, and with expectation for a second and many future
events, they are requesting your consideration of several proposals which will assist
with their project. This event has potential of being an economic development for the
entire community. In a recent newspaper article, | noticed that Wallace ranked fifth
among counties with the highest proportion of residents below the national poverty
level. These citizens want to do all they can to assure their future and the future for
their children and grandchildren.

Just for your background information, Wallace County, which compromises
914.1 square miles, has a population of 1821. That is just under two people per
square mile. Though a specific count is difficult, there are undoubtedly more
rattlesnakes than people in Wallace County.

Your favorable attention to this local concern is appreciated.

G enate Enevay o Nt ?ésomc,c
F’e,\omm% i1, 11443
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Rattlesnake Roundup -pg 1 February 11, 1993

I would like to take this opportunity to Thank You for
allowing us to meet with your committee. We feel that the
issues at hand are key factors in determining the future
success of any Rattlesnake Hunt across the State of
Kansas.

The main issue I would like to address is the impact our
Rattlesnake Hunt had on our community, county and the
State of Kansas.

For the most part, rural Kansas doesn't have a big calling
card for tourism. The Rattlesnake Roundup was a good way
to promote tourism to the Western half of the state. So
many people think that Kansas stops at about Hays, KS
without giving us in extreme Western Kansas a second
thought. The Rattlesnake Roundup was a big enough drawing
card for people all over the state that we feel that the
aspect of tourism was very beneficial to the State.

Another benefit that the State received was the fact that
we had people from as far as Kansas City at our snake
hunt. These people traveling across Kansas eventually
stopped and purchased something, somewhere. Whether it was
gasoline, food or lodging, the town in which it was
purchased benefited from the revenue.

Our Rattlesnake Roundup was a good promotion for the State
of Kansas as far as advertising. The Associated Press
Picked up our news releases and ran them in the majority
of the larger newspapers in the state, as well as in
surrounding states. At least people know now that there is
more to Kansas than just tornadoes, Dorothy and Toto!

As far as the impact on our County and Community is
concerned, we feel the Snake Hunt was a definite asset. We
estimated 2,000 people through our gates for the weekend.
These same 2,000 people brought new money into our
community. They spent their money on our gate admissions,
T-Shirts, crafters etc., as well as in our businesses,
including our restaurants and motels. The Snake Hunt
brought our small community of less than 1,000 people back
to life for that weekend. It stirred up an excitement and
enthusiasm in our county that had been lacking for quite
some time.

From the income and expense sheets that I handed out, you
can see that a large portion of our expenses were spent
right in our own county. This was just one of the few
benefits that our county businesses received as a result
of the Snake Hunt. As far as the income, over $11,000.00
was spent at our Snake Hunt on gate admissions, T-shirts &
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Rattlesnake Roundup - pg 2 February 11, 1993

caps, etc... for the 2 day weekend. We were very pleased
with the $11,000.00 we took in considering that we
couldn't commercialize or sell any portion of our snakes,
as other states do.

In smaller communities, such as ours, we are always
looking for a way to promote tourism and to help our
economy. To be able to use a natural resource, such as the
rattlesnake, could mean a whole new industry for Wallace
County, as well as any other County in Kansas wanting to
organize a Snake Hunt.

Our landowners were more than happy to give hunters
permission to hunt and our hunters, likewise, were very
appreciative of the landowners. Although there weren't a
large number of snakes caught, our landowners expressed
some benefit in the reduction of numbers.

Even though it was not that much of an economic impact,
the dance that was held on Saturday night was a good
social drawing card for our community. It gave local
citizens a chance to mingle with the out-of-towners.
People were able to visit, socialize and meet new friends.

I am sure that there were beneficial spinoffs from our
Snake Hunt that we probably aren't aware of, and will
probably never know, but we do feel that there were more
positive things came out of our Hunt than negative.

Any future hunt will benefit from the notoriety already
established from our very first Kansas Rattlesnake
Roundup. This will probably be our biggest benefit as
coordinators of the Hunt.

Thank You.

Debbie Fischer
Co-coordinator
Rattlesnake Roundup
Sharon Springs, KS



Actual
INCOME

1992 RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP

Donated Items:

First National Bank

Ruth Pletcher

Lyle Finley' Trust

Donation from Merchants for Ham'& Bean Feed
Smoky Valley Bean Inc. - 200 1lbs. pinto beans
Heartland Mill - cornbread mix (100 1bs)

Loans:

PRIDE
Ruth Jackson

Other Sources of Income:

Snake Show Gate Receipts (estimated 2000 paid)
Pop Shack Receipts

Rolls from the snake meat

Hamburger Fry Receipts

Fishing Pit Receipts

Vendor & Crafter Receipts

T-Shirt, Caps, & Patch Sales

Sales Tax collected from Crafters & Vendors

Total Income

$1,000.00
100.00
225.00
575.00
40.00
75.00

500.00

100.00

5,113.76
622.55
114.00
378.10
757.51
622.25

4,353.71

42.87

13,919.75



SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING

FEBRUARY 11, 1993 - 8:00 AM
Statement in favor of SENATE Bill No. 137:

This bill will allow people in the western counties of Kansas to use one of
their regenerating resources, the Prarie Rattlesnake, for their economic

benefit and as one area in our state prospers so does the whole state.

With the commercialization of this regenerating resource conservation,
education, and management will follow. It has been proven over and over,
that until man considers something in Nature a USEFUL RESOURCE, he will not
practice conservation and good management. At this point the ranchers,
farmers and most people in that area just kill rattlesnakes because of the
danger they represent in their work andAdamage to livestock. To quote
Joseph T. Collins, from his book AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES IN KANSAS, "Unlike
the timber rattlesnake, this species (the prarie rattlesnake) is quite
aggressive and has a nasty disposition..... and should be recognized as the
most dangerous venomous snake in Kansas.'" Since our first roundup, many
ranchers and farmers are changing their attitude. They will let the hunters
hunt the snakes instead of just killing them and leaving them to rot in the

fields.

This bill will make provisions for a more accurate count of the snakes caught.
This could become a very useful tool for the conservation and management of

our Prarie Rattlesnake., One of our long range ideas is to develop a Wallace County

Wildlife Preserve.
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This bill will generate more income for our area and our state. At our first
Rattlesnake Roundup we had over 2000 people including tourists from six states
attending the events. The special hunting permits will provide more income to
the state by attracting many additional out of state people to our state and our
western counties.

These are some of the few reasons I am urging you to support SENATE BILL No. 137.

by Sarah F. Walker
314 Ericson
Sharon Springs, Ks 67758
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Lettaer concerning the PETITION FOR ACTION:

Senator Sallee and Commibties members:

This petition wasg
D

circulated in effort to make
ar-bment of Wildlife and Parks aware of some

2 oand o encowrage them to take
deration.

ARG A

e

these changeas into

These pebtitions repres

sant over S00 concernesd citizens of
Fansas and they are from all over FEansas.

The Department of Wildlife and Parks has the original copies of these
petitions and will be sending them.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in ordere
to pronote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
ragenarabing resouwrce, do petition for changss in existing Eansas
ghate laws and Ka % Departonent of Wildlifse and Farks regulations
conoerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to sees changss in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
Lo commerecially wse live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, & kansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenerating resource, do petition for changes in existing kKansas
state laws and Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks regulations
concerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to commarcially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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PETITION FOR

HWe the wundersigned, a
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Hansas resident and/or land ownere, in order
to promote the conservation and the wtilization of a natural and
regenerating resowoce, do petition for changes in o oexis ng Fansas
ctate laws and Eanzas Department of Wildlifs and Farks ragulations
concerning rattlesnakes. '
We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
Fabtlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the {freedom
to :DmmerrlAl]y wse live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenerating resource, do petition for changes in existing Kansas
state laws and Kansas Depar+ment of Wildlife and Farks rpgulatlons
concerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Eansas resident and/or
oy promnote the conse

aes and  Ka
111] raiilwun“.ma

Land owner, in order
rvation and the utilization of a nﬂfur 1l and
reganarating resowrce, do petition for changes in exist

ing Kansas

Department of Wildlifte and Parks regulations

I ally would likse to see changes in the licensing of
2 hunters, a definition of legal limils
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FETTITION FOR ALTION

We the undersigned, & Hansas rasident and/or Land e, o order
to pronote the consarvation and the utilization of & natural and
regenarating resouwrce, do petition for changes in existing Fansas
state laws and Kansas Department of Wildlifs and Farks regulations
concerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to sse changes in the licensiog of
Fattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakeas.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Hansas resident and/or land owner, in orders
ti promobe the conservation and the utilization of a natural :mrl

3 - - : o o petition for changes in el '71 ing kans
Deapartment of Wildlifs and Farks regulations
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cifical ly we )lﬂ (l l i. ! e to ses changes in the licensing v)‘
: 2 ke 'mni gra, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
+r3 commerci al 1y use 1i.ve or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Fansas resident and/7or land owner, in order
to pronobs the consearvation and the utilization of a nabtural and
Pwmemuraljnw leHquﬁ o petition for changes in existing Fansas
5 prAermn( of Wildlifs and Farks regulations

Wiz specitical ly wnulﬂ 11lﬂ Lo see changes in the licensing of
rratil s 2 hunters, a definition of legal limits and the frsedom
o commercially use live or dead rattlesnalkss.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, & Fansas resident andlor Land ownse, in ordar
to promote the conservation and the vtilization of a natural and
regenerating resource, do pebition for changess in existing Kansas
state laws and Kansas Department of Wildlifs and Parks regulations
droirg ratblesnakss,

srifically would like to sse changes in the licensing of
ratthlssnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom

to commercially use live or dead rattlesnabes.
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FETTITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Hansas resident and/or land ownsr, in orders
to promobe the conssrvation and the vtilization of a natural and
ragenerating resource, do petition faor changes in & Lb1lﬂq Fansas
ztate laws and Kansas Department of Wildlifes and Farbks regulations
concerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to sse chang

iges in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
o *Dmmprrlally use live or dead rattlesnakes.
NAME ADODRESS
\\! ‘A 4 2oy 7 ‘ { coe
XY .,// '77/ ‘//(/V,” % ,Fc'\( /-;7/~ < e L e //L fon 2T
R ) : : = 7 e e

~ -~ = R, e ) . AR

= AN R AN / et i e v L DRI P A o s N "‘l

//// P 7 n J/," = i o . 7o ' .

/\ﬂlls Qﬁl_ e [ VA ~")/‘j§</ '

%@74& Xam&;\m») /S/Q”;f)éxé’?/ Jhwm&oﬂmw HS 773K
| /4/77/7;/ —R%///% %y5/7 M@W;(Lﬂ s 277957

/ ,Lw;;’/z/r/ /ﬂ&/}/ /C/ / 57/ /d/&«J//../c/L /J_ /77/-4—

gy /// Gt e ey /// <. L% LU T L
i Zpnriign YO fas [ /mz(/cz( %/ N o7

777ﬂ(/‘/b/)6u [ ),/'LL({)ZU Cox 530 <, P\akv‘ﬂ \JDA_; NGO K\) (o171 f‘%@x

;‘2’)7;’\@% W MM " £78L ]
f st Lt ///,/v //’/{/f)(gﬁr'/ / P / & *“”7 bV

) e A A (e Ke I T
/ QM//WM AW el -/ C2 "Bar3 P J/,{W/&WW S L7728

”

f / / )//( il ‘/" /( (7‘ / ﬂ//"'/ 3-/ "/"44 , // 2 l/:% / /*\

L

‘jm\ AJQ/M f)AoQM Eox [a| ’glfm’m §r9$ /'fS /'775‘8

el a0r Ba TR0 N, Cpre i

- 3 © ot e

’/é



A} iz

to

A
T

@MQ{M@ Han

the wundersigned,

fH el

i ]:--wm e hunters
commerci al ly uae
NEME

AT LMD resource,
@2 laws and Kanss
31y | rug rabtlesn
ifioally wr)u] (.‘I

FETITION FOR ACTION

a kFansas resident and/or Land owner, in ordar
Le the conservation and the utilization of a nabtural and
oo petition for changes in sxisting FHansas
£ Dt\p ar-tment of Wildlifte and Parbks regulations

.I. i. I e hto sese changes in bthe licensing of
a definition of legal limits and the freedom
11‘. ve or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETTTION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Bansaes resident and/or land ownsr, in order
to promobte the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenarating resource, do petition for changes in existing Fansas
state laws and FHansas Department of Wildlife and Parks regulations
concerting rattlesnakes.

We specifically would liks to ses changes in the lLiosnsing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to comnercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR AC

We the undersigned,

a Eansas resident
to pronote the conservation and the utilization of
regeneralting resowroe,
state laws and Hansas Deparbtment of
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FETITION FOR ACTION

- We the undersigned, a kKansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenarating resource, do petition for changes in existing Kansas
state laws and Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks regulations
cancerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the fr=edom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ADTION
We the undersigned, a FKansas resident and/or land owner, in order

to promote the conservation and the wtilization of a natural «nﬁ
ragenerating resouroce, do petition for changes in o existing K&
zstate laws and Eansas Department of Wildlife and Farks regulations
concerning rattlesnakas.

Wiz ifically would like to sse changes in the licensing of
Vﬁ11kan1lw hunters, a definition of legal Timits and the freedon
ton conmercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, 2 HEansas resident and/or land owner, in order

to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and

regenarating resowce, do petition for changes in axisting Kansas
state laws and Fansas Department of Wildlife and Parbks regulations

concerning rattlesnakes.
We specifically would like to see changes in the lii Hﬁulnﬂ o

Fattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the +freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

- We the undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenarating resource, do petition for changes in existing Kansas
state laws and Kansas Deparfment of Wildlife and Parks regulations
concerning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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resident and/or land owner, in order
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FETITION FOR ACTION

- We the undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in arder
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenarating resouwce, do petition for changes in existing kansas
state laws and Kansas Departmnnt of Wildlife and Parks regulations
concerning rattlesnakes. '

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and the freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR ACTION

- We the undersigned, a Kansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to promote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
regenerating resouwrce, do petition for changes in existing Kansas
state laws and Kansas Deparfment of Wildlife and Parks regulations
concerning rattlesnales.

We specifically would like to see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal 11m115 and the freedom
to commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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PETITION FOR ALTION
We the undersigned, a Hansas resident
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state laws and Fansas Departosnt ol
Ting rattlesnakes.
i Fdoally would Like to
~attlesnalke hunters, a definition of

to commarcially use live or

M E

% /M

ard/or land awnsr,
rvation and the utilization of a natuwral and
dio pshition for changes
3f Wildiife and FParks

mme ohianges in the
legal

dead rattlesnakas.

r1I)I}[

oo der
in e L=11Hg Fansas
s regulations

Licensing of

limits and the {frasdom

foeg o

s_J l

P77

vjﬁdmx/
: a dJ’A

A

A

—
/j” P b Connr “\L

Lo Diis 5

/ r[Z%Q, j&im&%ﬁ#ﬂ_
g:&‘ . Leymma» //(§ r
o A L o
. / Al nﬂﬂﬁ%J/ .G{

S s

—»1/ v R

T
).L\/\MW—«L \jm M:\\i(& /A

;Z//d)«é‘v ‘ YJKM ’

» ij( P2zt ‘f -
/'17107’7}(2 O ﬂjﬂ%M%rw

) 2

P-o.R. So7

5&/%}1@0.4) Spo16s. A 6T7S55

oA
Y7 1/1 ey 6(.{,( la/f\/

Shieen «éz, b(./}/l/ﬂ Ls ).

Wf i [ e

adll /Lu( Ls o

k%(»\/éQGDﬁ/

. Q§7ﬁ#LL41~qu\7 7fé§ Al

V("v = u(.J J~ /) /JLWM\
f%ﬁ {/ JLUL(LA

\.J/z/c o »/wacw # /9/[

V;&Quf{'mlyzLﬁL) [30@ é70’5

[« / [ iVt \(

’(/\O Cﬁx\/»& QJZK ~

<R

N D )J:J.\ux:?f €L7%

(\N“a&&£ QV\D,“*iV>

.g\/\lw\sﬁv» )D"\\W‘,{Sﬁ /(( <L7/

ZWA!LJb lqu/«Au[::zs

Y

(47/'/,( (2l 202l

<P e g/;//,_ N\ //(Z_

f'&\\AAilDV A

%i‘WCuU\%m \/o 3, //CS DA

)/ %ﬂd//;/}

Lirg 265G

J ,
_//&,“r"t/./ ‘;v./7 //./ /7,7“1‘

/~/? ,/L/M 7 /B2

)/////%c' L7 <ﬂﬁ‘ A L)Y SE

2/4/// m/%‘)

‘//// ?’44// % JJ §I v

; /CL#:A\

7 )C/"")f W,

Vet S

S )oan D/JLN/L s, LIS

M fBIR ;50

Shacor s A L5955 .

‘ ?)fy\’.‘ R

))\(‘v\ ooy —Q.),(\ /izé),_.._é? > .)5“‘(’ S

\} 4);\“?; >M‘L\
3\.\ Q,L,L/ \\LQ%/O

ié%&ﬂcﬂ faQLL%Q() K4S

ﬁg//ﬁ z,/”[{ Z/ﬁc 1

'

hilee Kaw

Ll g W )2

'l(ég;mé;gégfi__,.awn_mmw__m__‘,_.u.
7-27




’EQ\R 25D

v é73

(167 S4H0rd

11010 ML Sk,
L6l @ 1@»«7»
/2Y0 W
o8 N Znﬂ
Réod ctamey
RUo) o car/’faie

An\\«\smiu\g
T e

Gar ol "
CWOQH%

é,({, /q'

A O,

RS

4-28



FETITION FOR ACTION

We the undersigned, a Eansas resident and/or land owner, in order
to pronote the conservation and the utilization of a natural and
ragenaralting resowrce, do pebition for changes in existing Hansas
Laws and Fa Department of Wildlifs and Parks regulations
; rning rattlesnakes.

We specifically would like bto see changes in the licensing of
rattlesnake hunters, a definition of legal limits and fthe fresedon
Lo commercially use live or dead rattlesnakes.
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FETITION FOR

We the wndersigned, a Hansaes residant
to promote the conservation and the wtilization of
do petition
state laws and Fansas Deparbment of
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KANSAS SENATE COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES

11 February 1993
8:00 A.M.

SENATE BILL No. 137 by Senator Frahn
AN ACT relating to the commercial harvest of prairie
rattlesnakes; prescribing unlawful acts relating thereto;
amending K.S.A. 1992 SUPP. 32-988 and repealing the existing
section.

My name is Larry Graf, I was born, raised and live in Onaga,
Kansas, located 50 miles north west of Topeka. Currently, Onaga
is in Senator Sallee’s district.

I am the Executive Vice President of the National Crotalus
Society and Publisher of N.C.S. News. Crotalus is the scientific
name for one of the two Genus of rattlesnakes, Crotalus being the
more numerous and the larger bodied snake of the two. Both
organizations were established in the fall of 1992 for the
gathering and dissemination of information concerning
rattlesnakes and rattlesnake hunting and is dedicated to the
preservation of the species and the hunt through education. The
first issue of our news publication (over 21,000 copies) is being
distributed in 33 States. I am also a Jaycee International
Senator and have been involved with the Jaycee movement for over
twenty years. I would like to speak in favor of Senate Bill No.
137.

There are a few noted herpetologist in the United States who
have said that Rattlesnake roundups serve no useful purpose and
should be prohibited. In this part of the country, when the
conservationists decry the sins of snake hunting, they, more
often than not, use as an example, the Sweetwater Texas Jaycees
round-up. Conservationists use Sweetwater because it is billed
as the world’s largest round-up, and it does produce the largest

-more
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page 2

number of snakes of any hunt in the United States. The
extraordinary high numbers of snakes involved are quoted to
promote alarm among herpetologists and the general public. What
is not mentioned, is the great deal of good that comes from this
round-up.

Today'’s Round-up pumps 1 and é half to 2 Million dollars into
the town’s economy annually. These funds go to a lot of
worthwhile causes in the area. To begin with there is the
Sunshine Inn, a school that helps mentally disadvantaged adults
develop employable work skills.

(SEE ATTACHED LIST)

In the beginning, the Sweetwater Rattlesnake Round-up, like
all hunts or round-ups Jjust getting started, had its humble
origins. The Round-up began with a simple purpose in mind as a
Community Development project. Local ranchers and farmers were
having problems with damage to livestock due to the snake’s bite,
not to mention the number of bites being received by humans as
well. After 33 years and literally tons of snakes taken,
Rattlesnakes and man still live in an uneasy relationship with
each other in Texas. For example, since the 1992 round-up, over
37 animal bites and six human bites have been reported in or near
Sweetwater. SO MUCH FOR THE RATTLESNAKE BEING EXTINCT IN
SWEETWATER.

In Oklahoma, commercial harvesting has been going on for
almost a half a century. A 1988 study, sponsored by the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife, was conducted by two Kansas University

-more
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page 3

professors, Doctors Henry Fitch and George Pisani. Their finding
concluded that Oklahoma’s diamondback rattlesnakes are holding
their own despite heavy harvesting each spring in the state’s

snake hunts.

Our current laws and regulations are so restrictiye as to
preclude any significant income from this poténtial natural
regenerating resource. A favorable vote on Senate Bill No. 137
would go along way in helping our communities establish
volunteer self-help programs and quite possibly reduce the demand

for public funds.

-end-
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SWEETWATER, TEXAS
ROUND-UP CHARITIES

+ Sunshine Inn
Helps mentally disadvantaged adults
* Develop employable work skills,
* Provide supplies to school building.
* Pays utilities.
* Provides Van for transportation.
* Provides building upkeep.

» Youth Softball and Baseball Programs

» Shooting Education Courses

+ Just Say No Program

« Scouting

* Youth Soccer

+ Halloween on the Square

+ Support of a drug—free high school graduation night
« Junior Livestock Show

+ Santa Claus call-ins

+ Jaycees’ Annual Thanksgiving diner for the needy
+ Support for the Ben Richie Boys Ranch

+ Labor Day weekend rest stop

* Blood Drive

+ Weekly Bingo at Nursing—Homes

+ Nolan County Crimestoppers

+ Hospice Programs

* American Cancer Society

+ American Heart Association

« MDA

+ Lake Sweetwater 4th of July Fireworks Display

And a list of other civic and cultural causes.
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It is my pleasure to be able to meet before this committee to express
to you some of the economic values of the proposed amendments to

K.S.A. 1992 Supp. 32-988.

I have had the pleasure of serving Wallace County in the capacity of
economic development director for the past 5 1/2 years. Within that
time it has become increasingly evident that the most successful way
of stimulating and increasing the economy in Wallace County 1is
through the developing and adding value to resources already
available within the county. Though the idea of harvesting
rattlesnake is not often considered when speaking in terms of "value
added", it does meet the implied criteria of "value added”. We are
asking that through the proposed amendments, we be allowed to use
this natural resource of the area as a catalyst for tourism, trade,

and education.

To be given the opportunity to harvest and sell the products of the
rattlesnake would depreciate the wastefulness presently being
preserved by the Taw. For those in the business of taxidermy, crafts
and venders, being provided the opportunity to utilize the byproducts
of the snake would allow them to generate commerce with the resources

of the area.

It is known that tourism is now the 2nd largest industry in the
United States, and should be recognized as a chance for economic
expansion for communities of all sizes. Tourism opens opportunities

for capturing outside dollars into a community. The opportunity for
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Tocal and state government to benefit also increases when the tourist
industry grows. As the tourist industry expands, so do tax revenues.
The most important tax from the community point of view is the sales

tax. When tourist expenditures are high, so are sales tax revenues.

Of considerable importance in many areas is the decline of Tlocal
amenities such as museums, monuments, libraries, historical sftes and
entertainment districts. Other areas are unable to develop parks,
recreational areas and other Jocal attractions because of
insufficient funding. These types of communities may find tourism to
be a solution that provides the marginal profit and revenue balance
needed to maintain or to develop these services. These facilities

are then available for local use as well.

Permits and licenses issued for the privilege of harvesting
rattlesnakes has also contributed to the funding of the State Parks
and Wildlife. In September, 1992, the first effort was made in
organizing a rattlesnake round-up. In a four day period,
I-non-resident license and 30-resident hunting licenses were sold in

Wallace County, generating $350 of funding to this program.

It is important to remember, tourists have more to offer a community
than their dollars. They bring with them a variety of ethnic,
geographic and socio-cultural experiences. By establishing contacts
between people of different backgrounds, tourism offers vast
opportunities for people to know and understand one another in a

direct way.
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It is not my intent to stand before you today to suggest that the
proposed changes to the present Tlaw would cure all the ills of
Wallace County or any community. I am here to suggest that these
changes wi77 help to open a window of opportunity for a community
that is exercising their desire to. be creative and use (not abuse)
the resources at hand to help generate a vitality that. is so

important and yet so difficult to maintain in our rural communities.

Brenda Beringer
Economic Development Director
Sharon Springs, KS
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February 9, 1993

Benate Committee of Energy and Natural Resources
Topeks, Kanzas

Dear Committes Membars:

Please allow me to present my credentials which I feel give credibilty
to my forthcoming statements. I have been an avid outdoor fan since
being old enough to venture into nature., 1 am a professional in my field
of spsech pathology and education. 1 have been employed by the Cerebral
Falsy Research Foundation of Kansas for the past 20 years. Ky number
one hobby for the past 30 years has been hunting and studying
rattlesnakes. [ am a pit handler in the Okeene, UOklahoma Rattlesnake
Roundup , which is the oldest rattlesnake hunt in the United States. 1In
this capacity I have been provided with many houre of observation and
educational opportunities. '

I balieve not only in preservation of species but ales in harvesting
and managing our animal rescurces on a controlled basis. We have hunted
the Okeene area for over 50 years and we still have an abundant
rattlesnake reserve, Saenate bill 137 is proposing a similar project for
our own state of Xansas which I feel is feasible and long over due, In
a controlled method such as Senmate blll 137 is proposing we can manage
the Kansag rattlesnake population just as well,

In these times of aconomic stress it is also worth noting the economic
impact for western Kansas that controlled hunts could provide.

With my experience and background in hunting and capturing rattlesnakes,
I sea no reason why we Kansas can't enjoy similar activities right here
at howe, We have the snake resource so why not capitalize on 1t7? I
think 8enate bill 137 should become a reality of law.

Yoursg Sincerel}y,
Virgil Pugh

Director

Adult Day Care Program
2411 Jardine

Vichita, Kangsas 87719

913 832 4226 PU2



February 9, 1993

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in reference to the legisiation of buying and selling
Rattlesnakes in Kansas. I have lived in Kansas all of my Tife. I
grew up Goodland, Kansas and presently live in E1 Dorado, Kansas.
I have taught Biology and Taxidermy~at E1 Dorado High School for
the last 28 years. I would very much like to see the present laws
protecting reptiles ammended to exempt the Rattlesnake.

I have gone to Rattlesnake hunts in Oklahoma the last several years.

I have helped the Waynoka Saddie Club with the butchering and selling
of medt and skins. I have mounted numerous snakes:for hunters’in Qkla-
homa. I also use the snake skins, rattles and vertebrae to" make - -
items to sell at the hunts and at craft fairs.

The ranchers and farmers would benefit greatly if the Taw is ammended
The presence of the Rattlesnake is a danger to the families and live-
stock of the area ranchers and farmers. A community will also benefit
in organizing a Rattlesnake Hunt. Hunters will need hotels, motels
gasoline and food during their hunt.

Legalizing the buying and selling of Kansas snakes would benefit Kansas

taxidermists and craftsmen. As it is now, we must purchase the snakes
from Oklahoma hunts. -

I am 100% for the conservation of our resources but I feel an annual
snake hunt in Northwestern Kansas would be a positive move for the
area residents, hunters and taxidermists. I do hope you reconsider
the matter and help to ammend the present legislation to exempt the
Rattlesnake from protection.

Sincerely,
::,éZ»wq /é§:1x4£2;k

Tom Kinder

Wildlife Trophies

R.R.3 Box 30

E1 Dorado, Kansas 67042
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STATEMENT OF MARCIEA C. WEAVER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

SHERMAN COUNTY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

GOODLAND, KANSAS

REFERENCE:
RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP

SHARON SPRINGS, KANSAS WALLACE COUNTY

ey
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It is my pleasure to present this statement concerning +t
rattlesnake Roundup of Sharon Springs. In addition to being Assistant
Director of Sherman County Convention and Visitors Bureau, I contract
with Northwest Kansas Travel Council to manage 6 sport, boat and
travel shows. Northwest Kansas Travel region is composed of 16

counties in the upper Northwest corner of Kansas.

The travel shows are Jjudged by the amount of interest in
brochures at each show, according to studies done on this subject
success is based on an interest of .2% of tofal attendance. Kansas
City, Missouri had an attendance of 116,000 and .5% picked Rattlesnake
Roundup brochures as an interest to them. Tulsa, Oklahoma had 85,000
attendance and .4% had an interest in Rattlesnake Roundup. This is
enough evidence to indicate their is a vital interest in rattlesnake

hunts in Kansas.

Sharon Springs stages a professional Rattlesnake Roundup and
certainly warrants favorable recognition from the State of Kansas and
Kansas Wildlife and Parks. Sherman County realized a marked increase
during the 1st Roundup, our motels, services, retail and food
businesses all reported increased sales. This indicates the

Rattlesnake Roundup is a marketable Tourist Attraction for Kansas.

Thank you for reading my statement concerning Rattlesnake hunting
in Kansas. Our small rural communities are having a hard time
surviving and Sharon Springs/Wallace County have invented a very

ingenious idea. I urge your support for Rattlesnake Roundup.

< /JJ,J,M/ ]

Marciea C. Weaver, Sherman Co. CVB

Sincerely,
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A Quarrerty Pustication of THE Narionat CROTALUS Sociery
“pedicated fo ihe presesvatlon of the specles and the hunt through education.”

Finst Quanten, 1993 Votume 1, Issue #1

National Crotalus
Society Formed

‘The Nationat Crotalus Socicty
was formed in the fall of 1992
and was cstublished as 3 non-
probt  organization  for  the
gathering and disseminion of
information  concerning  rat-
tiesnakes and rattlesnake bunt-
ing, to provide onc  central
tocition  where  factual  data
could be  stored  and  mude
avuitible,

The Socicty's ont goal is {o
cducate a1l who are interested, in
fiopes that education will help in
the preservation of the species
and the hunt. In order to reach
the maximum number of people
in the shorest amount of time,
the Exccutive  Commillce
founded N.CS. News. The
News will be published four
times per year, not only pre-
senting the Jalest, mast wip-to-
date infogartion possible, but
commentary, cditorials, bhumor,
views and opinions of hunters
and individuals who work
and/or play In the arca of her-
petology.  Over 21,000 copies
distributed in 33 States.

Lixceutive Commitlce mem-
bers are Larry L. Geaf, Admin-
isteative  Viee President; Mary
Gruf, Treasurer; David Ayers,
Wiltiun Wolf, Jou Harder and
‘Ted Boutwright, Dircctors.

Subscriptions and advertising
rates may be found clsewhere in
this issuc of N.C.S. News.

Hold 1st
Kansas
Rattlesnake
Roundup

Sharon Springs, Kansus-

Thirty-two hunters turned in
75 snakes during the first-cver
etlesnake  roundup  held in
Kansas, in the small western
town of Sharon Springs. The
brand new evenl was  held
Scplember 5 and 6, 1992.

Among those lumed in, was a
new reoord for the longest
Prairic  Rattlesnake: (Kansas),

Gary Moore, left and Jim Mayhugh, right
tecasc public address announcer Barmry
Walker, with a Westemn Diamondback
Rattlesnake. Walker scrved as the master
of ccremonics for Fangs & Ratilers, dur-

ing the pit shows at Sharon Springs,

measuring 52 1/2". The snake
was captuscd by Michacl Fry.
The new record was verificd by
a herpetologist from the Univer-
sity of Kansis, wesisting Dr.
Henry Fitch. Fry was invited to
display the snake in the K.U.
Muscum, however the offer was
declined.

Seccond and third place, in the
tongest snake contest, both wenl
to Bruce Watker of Sharon
Springs, for snakes measuring
48 3/4" and 46 1/2" in length.

‘The longest and only Dia-
mond Dack rottlesnake winner

was owncd by Jim Mayhugh,
David Cell and Gary Moore of
Waynoka , Oklahoma. It mea-
sured 72 1/2*. The Dinmond
Back was brought-in fiom Ok-
lnhoma.

Trey Rancy woa the t-shirt in
the "Nume The Snake” (on the
promotional  t-shirt)  coniesl,
which was SASNAK Sam or
Sue. "SASNAK" is Kansas
spelicd backward.

Approximately 2,000 specta-
tors atiended the 2 day event and
were amaced by the thrilling
shows presented by the Fangs &
Rattlers group from Granbury,
Texas and information presented
by peofessional snake handlcrs
from Waynoka, Ok. The snake
handlers were in charge of su-
pervising the snske pit during
tihe two day cvent.

Mr. Darry Watker was the
public - address  announcer
throughout the roundup and
show, adding much to the
crowd's cnjoyment by informa-
tion mul passing on somc hu-
motous  comments  about the
show and pit personncl.

fn addition to the thrill of
secing the smikes in the pit,
spectatony were able to observe

Kansas. Walker did pretty well all weck-
end until the "boys" staried picking on
him. A slip of the tongue, like HOLY
____(STUF?) came out when the 6'172"
rattler was wrapped around his neck.

Dr. Henry Fitch, Kansas Univer-
sily Department of Systematics
and Ecology, herpclologist,
gathering dala as snakes were
brought in from the fickl

Other displays, such as a rare
mutant  prairic mitier and  her
cightecen young were on hand.
On Suturday and Sunday, spec-
tators were allowed to watch the
bulchering process. During the
butchering, members of  the
roundup commitice cxplained
the process, how o do it, pre-
cautions to take and then cooked
the meat for spectators.

‘Ihere was an abundant supply
or represcntatives  from  the
Kansas Depantment of Wildlife
and Parks and Juw cnforcement
officers, who found the cvent to
be well planned and execuled,
well within the framework of
cxisting Kansas luws.

Digaitarics in atiendance were
State Senator Sheita Frahm, who
weighed the [irst several snakes
brought in, Agricultural Lisisun
to the Governor, Sieven Ander-
son and Stale  Representative
Gayle Mulicukamp.

A 2ndd wonual rattlesnoke
roundup is being plnned for
catly May, 193
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The Sharon Springs, Ks crowd watch as Dr. and Mrs.
Fitch gather data on the Prairie Rattler (Crotalus viridus).

Rattlesnake Roundup

In Kansas

By
Dr. Henry S. Fitch

On 5-6 September 1992 the
first  organized  rattlesnake
roundup in Kansas was held at
Sharon Springs, Wallace
County, The roundup gencerated
much interest and controversy.
The response was cnthusiastic
on the part of some who traveled
long distances to altend, and
cnjoyed the thrill of the hunt, but
most  herpetologists,  con-
servationists and animal rights
advocates took a dim view of
the proceedings, deploring the
killing of thesc cconomically
beneficial animals, the cruelty
involved in butchering them,
and the misinformation about
snakes that was (transmitted to
the puhtic,

Roundup participants  were
charged a registration fce and
were required to have a Kansas
hunting license. They were
transported to areas known to be
snake-infested and were guided
on the hunt by members of the
local committee. The quarry was
the prairie rattlcsnake (Crotalus
viridis viridis). Compared with
the established roundups in Ok-
lahoma and Texas where thou-
sands of snakes are harvested
annually, this bunt was not very
successful; a total of 57 praitic
rattlesnakes were  brought in.
Man),, and perhaps most, of
these” were caught by local
hunters days or weeks before the
formal roundup and kept for the
event. The snakes captured were
butchercd and the meat was
cooked and served to roundup

participants. The skins were kept
as trophics by the collectors.

1 came to the roundup, spon-
sored by Kansas Wildlife and
Parks, and arranged with the
roundup leaders to examine the
live snakes brought in. How-
ever, some were released in the
pit before I had a chance to ex-
amine them. Females were giv-
ing birth during the week when
the roundup was held, and evi-
dently were highly secretive,
staying out of sight under cover,
so that they were poorly repre-
sented. In the sample that I ex-
amined, 81% werc males and
19% were femalcs. Most snakes
in the sample had intact rattle
strings (retaining the natal but-
ton) or clse had tapcred strings,
so that the number of terminal
segments lost could be cstimated
with some assurance. On the ba-
sis of size (millimeters snout-
vent length) and number of rattle
segments, snakes were tenta-
tivcly assigned to eight annual
age groups, as follows: 1 year:
580 mm, 4 rattlcs, 3%; 2 ycars:
683 to 840 mm, 6 or 7 rattlcs,
32%; 3 years: 785 to 950 mm, 8
or 9 rattles, 19%; 4 years, 860 to
938 mm, 9 or 10 rattles, 10%; 5
years: 940 to 1020 mm, 11 rat-
tles, 10%; 6 ycars: 882 to 1038
mm, 11 or 12 rattles, 13%; 7
years: 1048 to 1063 mm, 13 or

14 ratiles, 7%; 9 or more years:
1208 mm, 17 raitles (7),
3%.(Males are larger than fe-
males of comparable age and
rattic number). Obviously im-
mature snakes were poorly rep-
resented in the sample, with no
neonates and only a single one-
year-old. Small size, inability to
rattle, and tendency to stay be-
neath concealing cover render
the young snakes more difficult
to find. Two-ycar-olds are ado-
lescents, those three years old or
older are sexually mature.

Under Kansas law snakes or
snake products cannot be sold.
Kansas Wildlifc and Parks offi-
cials were on hand at the
roundup, and arrests were made.
Insofar as possiblc the event was
intended to follow the pattern of
established roundups in Okla-
homa and Texas, and persons
who had been active at those
cvents were present as advisors.
Howecver, the sale of meat,
skins, rattles and mounted speci-
mens that generated substantial
income in Oklahoma and Texas
was illegal in Kansas.

The Kansas roundup was
claimed to be a qualified success
financially on the basis of in-
come gencrated by registrants,
admission fecs to the "snake
pit", and ancillary attractions.
The "pit" was an enclosure, open

on top, in which ail snakes cap-
turcd were placed on display,
with a few local non-venomous
snakes and several imported
Texas diamond backs. A team
from T'cxas performed in the pit,
with daredevil acts, such as
crawling into a sleeping bag
with live rattlesnakes, and their
feats were described by an an-
nouncer on the loudspeaker.
Presumably the rattlesnakes
used in these performances were
"fixed” in some way to mini-
mize the risk. From time to time
during the day, small batches of
snakes wcre brought in to the
butcher  shop,  decapitated,
skinned and cviscerated, as part
of the show. During the
butchering the man in charge
tatked to the spectators, ex-
plaining such subjects as the ca-
pacity of the head to bitc cven
after  dccapitation,  intcrnal
anatomy, scxual diffcrence, and
gencral ccology. While some of
the material was factual, there
wcre gross crrors and cxaggera-
tions; the audiences were told
that the snakes were so abundant
there was no chance they would
ever be exterminated, and that
{cmales  somctimes  contained
scores of fetuses.

There seemed 1o be some am-
bivalence on the part of roundup

(Continued on page threc)

witnessed.

cation.

view.

We have over 50 years combined experi-
ence in snake handling and are constantly
upgrading our performance. Our main goal
is draw large crowds with our thrill packed
shows, however we provide factual infor-
mation about species, habits and identifi-

Our performances are family oriented and
are continuous during the shows, in addi-
tion to having venomous snakes and other
non-venomous reptiles for the public to

"Fangs & Rattlers"

The Southwest largest snake exhibition-
ists, brings to the market the most factual
safety show, along with a hair raising thrill
a minute show that the public has ever

For Booking Information Contact:

"Fangs & Rattlers”

252-A BrookValley OTS
Granbury, Texas 76048

(817) 573-2447

Fantastic Fund Raiser For Civic Clubs & Organizations!
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IS MY FIRST HUANT...
HOW CAN YOU TELL®

Dream Fulfilled

by Bill Wolf

R

As a young boy growing up in
Kansas, I was interested in all
soris of animals, much thc same
as all small boys. I was espe-
cially interested in snakes,
which did not plcase my mother
very much. 1 finally convinced
my mother to let me have a pet
Black snake, which I kept for
quitc a long time. As the ycars
went by, I was still interested in
snakes, but never really had the
opportunity to have any as a pet
or go hunting for them.

At onc time, I worked for a
company and got to know a man
who worked for thc company
next door. This man, and several
of his fricnds liked to go Rat-
tiesnake hunting and I was oficn
invited to go with them. Unfor-
tunatcly, my work at that time
prevented me from accompany-
ing them on their hunts.

Scveral years later, through
another work acquaintance, I got
my first opportunily to actually
go Rattlesnake hunting. The first
thoughts of actually going out
and hunting for something that
can actually do you harm arc
kind of exciting. As the time
grew ncarcr to go on the hunt, I
began to wonder if T really
wanted to do this and I thought®
to mysclf, "This is something
that you have always wantcd to
do, so do it". I thought what kind
of clothing should 1 wear or

take, would I need a gun, knifc,
gloves, chips, high boots or leg-
gings, and all soris of other
questions ran through my mind
about what I might nccd. My
friend who gave me the oppor-
tunity to do this just said, "just
take what you would if you were
just going on an ordinary camp-
out. I followed his advice since
he was an experienced hunter
and had first-hand knowlcdge of
the thrill of the hunt.

As we approached the hunting
arca, | was rather apprehensive
about thc wholc thing, but
necded that rush and excitement
of the hunt. We (my hunting
partners and 1) got out of the ve-
hicles at a likcly looking arca
and headed into some of the
rockicst brushy arca that we
could find. It was, if there is
such a place, the perfect Rat-
ticsnake country. There were
plenty of outcopping of rocks
for the snakes to hide and warm
themselves in and on. There was
lots of natural cover from
predators and it presenied an ob-
stacle which we knew we could
overcome to attain our over-all
goal of catching some live and,
hopefully, large Rattlesnakes.

This first ycar of my initial
hunting experience, I unfortu-
natcly did not catch any snakes;
however, this did not deter my
excitement of being on the hunt
and helping my hunting partners
bag a few nice sized snakes.

As the years passcd, I gained
experience on the do's and don'ts
of snakc hunting and somc of
the little secrets, if you can call
them that, of how and where to
look. The best places for snakes,
ctc.

As an experienced hunter now
I still like the cxcitcment of the
hunt. Not knowing if the next
turn or by the next bush could be

a really big snake or if you will
become just 2 dittle oo Jax in
your cfforts and be bilten, or if
coming around a comcr of a
high outcropping of rock come
facc-to-face (just inches from
your face as I have seen happen)
or just about anything unex-
peeted. Your nerves are on cdge,
you jump at the slightest move-
ment, your adrenaline rushes as
you capture a snake or help to
bag onc.

After the hunt, you take a
certain amount of pride that you
just did somcthing that you had
always wanted to do. When
other people ask about your ex-
perience it will be hard to cx-
press to them the feclings of cx-
citement, danger and fun. You
have gonc into the world of the
Rattlesnake, hunted, maybe
captured, and not been bitten by
a very dangerous, beautiful,
intcresting animal and can now
tell others of the fun and thrill of
the hunt. Most of all you look
forward to the next hunt and
some of the questions you may
ask yoursclf, will I catch more
or less than the Jast hunt, or will
I really catch a big record-
breaking snake worthy of a tro-
phy or mount, or will I turn him
loose so someone else can have
the thrill of catching him.

As for mc, "I've been bitien
by the hunting bug" and am
looking forward to the next
hunt, wherever that may be. 1
feel I'm doing something that
many other people only talk or
think of doing.

A Rattlesnake

Roundup In Kansas
(Continucd from page onc)

leaders as to the purpose of the
event.  One  objective was
extcrmination, and many people
retain the traditional attitude that
all snakes arc vermin to be
killed on sight. Another idea is
that the snakes constitute an cx-
ploitable resource  which  the
community should utilize to
gencrate income and improve
the quality of life, while still a
third objective is recrcational.
Of course these viewpoints are
not entirely compatible. Drastic
reduction of the snakes may be
justificd on specific arcas of pri-
vale Jand where they are actually
abundant enough to constitutc a
hazard to humans and causc oc-
casional losscs of valuable do-
mestic animals, but widespread
extermination nceds to be dis-

couraged.
If roundup leadcrs and partici-
pants, conscrvationists, and

Kansas Wildlifc and Parks offi-
clals could reach  consensus,
roundups might b¢ continucd
with their objectionable featurcs
eliminated and important bene-
fits rcalized. Hunts could be
managed to provide rccreation,
community income, and data for
research without killing the
snakes. There is excellent op-
portunity  for cducation  and
indoctrinating the public about
rattlcsnakes and ccology in gen-
eral. The hunts might be contin-
ued as competitive events with
prizes for largest snake, most
snakes, most unusual snake, but
without mass killing or removal;
after the roundup snakes would
be released in the habitats and
localitics where they were cap-
tured. Through this procedure
the recreational, social and cco-
nomic benefits of the hunt could
be preserved while avoiding the

Cuciy ol bulcnenng apd e
ceological disruption involved in

removing important predators, ©
Qualified authoritics - selected ;
members of the Kansas Herpeto-

logical Socicty and/or graduate
students in berpetology -- might
be brought to the roundup to
lecturc on such subjects as:
“Snakebite;  prevention  and
curc”, "Snakes of Kansas”, "The
internal anatomics and classifi-
cation of snakes®, "Food habits
of the prairic ratticsnake in
Kansas", "Reproduction in rat-
ticsnakes", "The sensory pit of
crotaline snakes", "Rattle devel-
opment in the prairie rattlcsnake
and others". After attending
such scssions people  would
surcly overcome some of their
phobia about snikes and would
gain some appreciation of the
role of snakes in the local
ccosystem.

The collection of snakes
assembled in the course of a
roundup provides a massive
population sample, with unpar-
allcled opportunity for obtaining
demographic data, hearing on
such matters as sex ralio, popu-
lation structure in annual agc
classcs, growth, rattlc devclop-
ment, food habits and longevity.
Hopefully, rescarch of this type
will bc sponsorcd and en-
couraged at future roundups. It
is still not even known whether
Kansas viridis females produce
litters on an annual or bicnnind
schedule. A half century ago L.
M. Klauber concluded from his
study of the large “Platteville se-
rics" from dens of the High
Plains in northeastern Colorado,
that thesc snakes reproduce bi-
ennially. But more recent study
of more southern populations
(Cimarron National grassland in
southwestern  Kansas, and in
northern New Mcexico) suggest

an annual cycle. £
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Roundups! Do They Take
Too Many Rattlers?

Environmentalists deplore
impact of hunts on snakes,
other species

Rattlesnake roundups arc a
thrill  for  spectators  but
environmentalists  say  they
threaten the survival of the east-
ern diamondback, a much-feared
snake that slithers  through
Southern folklore, according to
Associated Press writer Elljott
Minor.

Hunters capture about 1,000
diamondbacks a ycar during
roundups in Whigham, Fitzger-
ald and Claxton, Ga. Some arc
sold for venom, some arc used
for medical research and some
arc slaughtered for their meat
and hides.

Opponent Bob  Mount, an
Aubum  University  biologist,
said the roundups fulfill the
hunters' need to prove their mas-
culinity,

"They get to prove theyTe
macho men," he said.

Ken Damell, president of an
Arizona firm that supplies
venom for medical research,
said the Georgia roundups pro-
vide most of the world's supply
of eastern diamondback venom.
Snake venom has dozens of
medical uscs, including use in a
drug that hclps people with
blood-clotting problems, he said.

Diamondbacks grow to about
7 feet long and have diamond-
shaped blotches  edged  with
yellow on their backs.

Diamondbacks live in an arca
that stretches from southeastern

Special Thanks
We, the producers of N.C.S.
News take this opportunity
to thank those specia people
who helped us with this first
issue of the N.C.S. News.
Without your help and de-
votionto our cause, thisfirst
issue would not have been
possible.

James White, Granbury, TX
Lany Mackey, Waurika, OK
Deb Fischer, Sharon Sprgs. KS
John Luckie, Fitzgerald, GA
Bill Wheeler, Dillsburg, PA
John Shaddix, Henryetta, OK
Butch Myers, Buhler, KS
Chuck Blythe, Granbury, TX
Clark Shiffer, Bellefortte, PA
Dr. Henry Fitch, Lawrence, KS
Jack Kirchhofer, Wakarusa, KS
Sid Smiley, Waynoka, OK

Bill & Kate Harder, Onaga, KS
All replying State Wildlife Agencies

N.C.S. News
Staff

North  Curolina to  castern
Louisiana. ‘Ihe Southcast has
four roundups a year -- the three
in Georgia and one in Opp, Ala.,
which attracts 50,000 visitors.

Environmentalists  are con-
cemed that hunters are taking
too many snakes out of the wild,
and they are alarmed about the
usc of gasoline to force snakes
out of gopher tortoise burrows.
The burrows are a haven for
more than 300 other specics, in-
cluding the endangered indigo
snake.

Wall Timmerman, a biologist
with the Florida Park Service
said thousands of diamondbacks
arc killed cach year for their
hides and countless others are
run over by cars or killed mali-
ciously.

He will lead a commiitee that
will study ways to protect the
rattlesnake and ban passing in
Geotgia and Alabama, Gussing
is  illegal in  Mississippi,
Louisiana and Florida.

The tortoise council has no
desite to outlaw raitlesnake
hunting, but says states should
regulate it before the diamond-
back is pushed to the brink of
extinction, according  to Mr.
Timmerman.

Roundup organizers say the
snakes are treated well and the
hunts appear to have no impact
on the population.

"We can't tell any significant
difference in the places we hunt
from year to ycar," said Danny
Strickland, vice president of the
Evans County Wildlife Club,
which sponsors the Claxton Rat-
tlesnake Roundup.

Organizers say they discour-
age gassing, but concede they
cannot guarantce it docs not oc-
cur.

Hunters catch diamondbacks
with a plastic hose and a snake
hook. They shovc the hosc into a
burrow and listen for a rattic.

Those who use gasoline pour
a quarter of a teaspoon of fucl
into the hosc and blow through
it. The liquid evaporatcs and the
fumes are supposcd to drive the
snake out.

Tlunters  also catch rattlers
outside the burrows with the
snake hook or they dig out the
burrows.

"There  are a  lot  of
cnvironmental groups that arc
against it, but they don't live in
this part of the country," said
John Luckie, chairman of the
Fitzgerald Jaycees' rattlesnake

undup. "Rattlcsnakes arc not
t 6ught too highly of. They're
not a cuddly specics.”

Fitzgerald's  20th  annual
roundup should generate up to
310,000 for civic projects and

charily, Mr., Luckie sai.

About 450 snakes arc slaugh-
tered for hides, meat and jewclry
at the roundup, he said.

The 33rd annual
Rattlesnake  Roundup i
slate's oldest.

Profits are used for commu-
nity projects and the approxi-
matcly 300 snakes that arc
caught arc sold to a company
that extracts venom, said orga-
nizer Myron Prevatte. The
venom is used to make antivenin
uscd in the treatment of snake
bitcs.

The

Wigham
the

approximatcly 300

snakes caught in Claxton are
used for research, sold to zoos
and used for meat and leather

A multi-million dollar busi-
ness was incubated right here in
Henryelts, Okluhoma, but be-
causc of varying opinions about
the product used, Henryetta has
become the loser in a business
which could have mecant the
partial answer lo its' ecco-
nomic/industrial problems.

John F. Shaddix has built a
thriving business out of sclling
exotic skins, but fecls Hen-
ryetta'’s city ordinances have
madc it impossible for Henryctta
to enjoy the bencfits of the busi-
ness.

Shaddix is the buyer and ax-

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Keystone Reptile Club Inc.

109 Twin Hiw Roap #16
Diutssure, PA 17018

“The Original Pennsylvania Snake Club”
Our Motto is: “Keep em alive™”

NAME:

{ the undersigned do hereby make application for
membership in the Keystone Reptile Club, Inc. and
agree to observe the rules and regulations that are in

force or that hereafter m:
Corporation.

ay be adopted by the

I will not hold the Keystone Reptile Club, Inc.,

responsible for any injuries, accidents or such other
misfortunes that may be incurred to myself or members
of my family during any or all activities in which this
Corporation may be participating.

| understand that if | do not pay my dues each vear, |
will be removed from club records and would have to re-

join as a new member,
Signature;

Date;

Rare Skins 1. S.A.

sociate promoter of the. now :T

second farpest rattlesnake
roundup in the world, held an-
nually in Freer, Texas. Due to
the cooperation of the City
Council, animal control officers,
politicians and town fathers of
Freer wanting their town to ob-
tain new revenue, the roundup
has bccome very important to
the town’s economy and is spon-
sored by the Chamber of Com-
merce.

In the South Texas arca
within the last 12 months, Rarc
Skins  spent over  $100,000
which could have been spent in
Henryetta. ‘This moncy was re-
ceived by people living in com-
munitics, ranches, farms, middle
income and lower income fami-
Lics. A lot of uncmployed oil
ficld workers trying to feed
familics were  sclling  rat-
tlesnakes.

Rare Skins, Inc. in Tenryeita
oceupics five buildings on Main
Street and three other buildings
in town uscd in the processing
and wholcsale portions of the
business.

At the present time Rare
Skins employs about 15 people
in Henryetta, as compared to 40
employees in Texas and other
states. Rare Skins USA has a lot
of its products Jeather-laced by
profcssional craftsmen, who arc
mostly Disabled American Vet-
erans.

"Most of my busincss would
have been in Fenryctta, except
for their laws against keeping
snakes of any kind within the
city limits," Shaddix says.
Shaddix decided to form his
own company, Rarc Skins. After
two ycars, Shaddix was ready to
hirc a chemist and usc his spe-
cial process to chrome tan skins

(Continued on Page Five)
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Roundups Do Serve
A Useful Purpose

By John Harris, Kansas Jaycees

‘While the Rattiesnake Round-
Up gamers a lot of attention for
the Swectwater Jaycees and
their community, not to mention
the 1.5 to 2 million dollars it
pumps into the town's economy
annually, the monies raised go
to a lot of worthwhile causes in
the area. To begin with there is
the Sunshine Inn, a Jaycce pro-
ject that helps mentally disad-
vantaged (18 year olds through
adults) from around the state de-
velop cmployable work skills.
They supply the school building
that has been partitioned off into
classrooms for the students. The
chapter pays the cost of the util-
ities, supplies a van for trans-
portation of clients from Abilene
State School, scc to the upkecp
of the Inn and the van while
providing moncy for special
cvents such as special trips and
partics for the pcople of Sun-
shine. Other . projects include:
youth softball and baseball pro-
grams;  Shooting  Education
courses; Just Say No programs;
scouting; youth soccer; Hal-
lowcen on the Square, support
of a drug-free high school grad-
uation night, Sweetwater Junior
Livestock Show and Santa Claus
call-ins. Then there is the
Jaycees' Annual Thanksgiving
dinner for the ncedy; support for
the Ben Richie Boys Ranch in
Abilene, giving both money and
muscle. For the public at large:
the Labor Day wecekend rest stop
cast of Interstate 20; an annual
blood drive and a weekly bingo
game at nursing homes. Other
contributions arc made to the
Nolan County Crimestoppers
and Hospice programs, the
American  Cancer  Socicety,
American heart Association, and
MDA. The Sweetwater Jaycees
also support the annual Fourth
of July fireworks display at Lake
Sweetwater and a list of other
civic and cultural causcs.

In the beginning, the Sweet-
water  Rattlesnake  Round-Up
had its humble orgins. The
Round-Up began with a simple
purposc in mind as a Commu-
nity Development project. Local
ranchers and farmers were hav-
ing problems with losing a lot of

livestock due to the snake's bitc.
This was not to mention the
number of bites being reccived
by humans as well. The ranchers
turned to the Jaycecs for help as
such is the way in a Jot of other
communities across the country.
The Chapter responded and thus,
the first Round-Up was initiated
in 1959. That first year alone,
3,128 pounds of rattlesnakes
were caught. Since then, the av-
crage poundage of raitlesnakes
captured annually amounts to a
little over 6,300 pounds, with
thc lowest amount being
recorded in 1965 at 2,340 with
the greatest amount in 1982 hit-
ting a whopping 17,986. An av-
erage snake weighs between a
pound or a little bit over. This
may seem likc a lot of rat-
tlesnakes being taken from the
wild, but the Jaycees are quick
to stress that this Round-Up is
strictly for rattlcsnake popula-
tion control not climination. It
could well be argued that for ev-
ery snake captured, cight to ten
more are still in the arca.

In 1959 and 1960, all that was
purchased from the snake were
its rattles which went from ten
to fiftcen cents each. The
amount of rattlesnake caught is
directly related to the price per
pound the market pays nowa-
days. In recent years the price
was as low as $4.25 to a rccord
high in 1988 where it topped out
at $9.00 per pound. For 1992,
the going ratc was roughly six
dollars per pound.

Rattlesnakes and man live in
an uncasy relationship with cach
other in Texas. For example,
since last year's round-up, 37
animal bites and six human bites
have been inflicted by rattlers in
or ncar Sweetwaler. Many
times, it is the clderly who arc
most susceptible to being bitten
as snakes like to find cool moist
arcas in the summertime such as
flower beds and home gardens.
At one time, scvenicen rat-
tlesnakes were pulled from a
house basement not far from
downtown Sweetwatcr.

N.C.S. News Subscription Form

Rare Skins

(Continucd I'rom Page four)

into purc lcather. This would
allow the boot companies the
ability to manufacture boots us-
ing the skins. At that time there
was no process by which the
skins could be made strong
cnough to be used for boots.

Following rescarch, as to who
had the best formulas for tanned
skins, Tandy Lcather, owner of
Bona Allen boot Co., awarded
Rare Skins, Inc. a three quarter
million dollar contract and the
busincss was on its way.

"We bought live ratticsnakes
and skins nationwide as wcll as
from all major ratticsnake
roundups such as San Angelo,

Sweetwater, Freer and  other
citics that have rattlcsnake
roundups.

Since that time Rarc Skins,
Inc. has bought an average of
81% of all rattlcsnakes bought
and sold in the US. for boot
companics and custom manu-
facturing at their leather factory
headquartered in Henryctta."

Items manufactured here in-
clude rattlesnake hat bands,
belts, billfolds, {rcezc-dricd rat-
tlesnake whole mounts, snake
head keychains and necklaces,
buckles, rattlesnake skin vests,
boot straps with chain and spur
straps, snake skin wrapped pool
sticks, bowling bags, acces-
sorics, bricfcases, watchbands,
necklics, Rattlesnake skin kiltics
and many morc top quality
items.

“Rarc Skins is not in compc-
tition with any of its supplicrs or
buycrs, since we developed our
formula for tanning we arc not
in competition with Ma and Pa
manufacturers of glycerin pre-
served skins." said Shaddix.

A strong proponent of keep-
ing an ecological balance in na-
turc, Shaddix belicves there
should bc no more restraints
added to laws conccrning the
killing of furbearing varmints in
overpopulated areas which pro-
vide mush of the living for
farmers and ranchers in remote
areas duc to their pelt sales dur-
ing the lcgal designated fur sca-
son.

Shaddix says there are an cs-
timated 300 million rattlesnakes
in the state of Texas and the rat-
tlesnake population in  Okla-

Street

City

|
!
{ Name
|
|
|
!

Zip Code

-
!
!
[
[
!
[
[
|

homa is definitcly on the in-
crease by 10 million plus. These
figures are not approved or dis-
approved by wildlife agencics.

"My 23 ycars of buying rat-
tlesnakes and my  association
with hunters from Texas to Ok-
lahoma give me the information
{0 back up thesc statements. In
Texas alone, 90% of the land is
not cven hunted by snake
hunters, duc to private landown-
ers and inaccessible terrain. Ten
percent of the territory hunted is
down on a limited scale and
only two percent of the 10 per-
cent of the territory of Texas is
hunted aggressively where over-
populated dens are found."

"The industry is being wiped
oul by the new laws which over-
protect wildlife. Yearly somec
10,000 Texas familics living
away from big citics on farms,
ranches, ctc, go  without
Christmas due to the fur industry
being protested and world sup-
pressed cconomy. Rabics cascs
arc cpidemic in Texas because
of the overpopulation of fox,
skunks, CoyoLes, raccoons, opos-
sums and even bobcats, in somc
arcas," Shaddix says.

The most inhumane way for
any animal to dic is at the hands
of Mother Nature, dreadful dis-
eascs, starvation and other hun-
gty animals. Several large sheep
and goat raiscrs in Texas have
been put out of business or seri-
ously damaged duc to the in-
crease of predators which gov-
ermment trappers cannot control
duc to overwhelming amounts
of land they have to cover. It
would take tens of thousands of
trappers to curtail the furbearing
varmints in Texas as of now.

Since the ordinance against
keeping live rattlesnakes went
into effect in Henryetta, Ok,
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Shaddix says he cannot buy live
rattlesnakes locally. Rarc Skins
laid off over 25 cmployces in
1978 and has since moved major

portions of its operation to )

Texas to be spread among 11
processing plants.

"The buying locations of Rare
Skins is usually right in some of
the town's busicst business dis-
tricts," Shaddix says.

How safe is handling those
snakes? Shaddix said he has
been buying rattlesnakes for 23
years at his downtown locations
without anyonc’ gelting bitten.
No snakes have gotten Joose nor
have there been any violations
of city ordinances. IHe considers
his method of holding live rat-
tlesnakes until time to process
them extremely  professional,
safe and unprecedented.

Shaddix has attended special
speaking cngagements at col-
leges and non-profit organiza-
tions, such as Lions Clubs, Op-
timist Clubs, Rotary, Kiwanis
and the Chamber of Commerce,
telling them  about  his  rat-
tiesnake business. He is consid-
ered an authority on wildlife,
explains how his busincss
started and has survived eco-
nomic ups and downs.

Most of all John Shaddix tells
of real people's hunting, sclling
and spending revenucs derived
from wildlifc harvesting.

As this story gocs to press,
Shaddix is setting out again to
buy another shipment of snakes,
"It takes a lot of skins to kcep
my business going," he said.
"Maybc one day I can centralize
in Henryetta, local laws permit-
ting, and at lcast be able to call it
my home base again. That
would mean a lot lo mc, my
wife Patricia and to Henryetta."

SATURDAY &
SUNDAY
Waynoka, Ok.




Crazy? Maybe!
by Joe Harder

"Hunting SNAKES! You
must be crazy!” was the first
thought, when my long-time
friend, Larry Graf asked me if

rika, Oklahoma last spring.
Graf has always been re-
ed in the community as be-
ing a little bazaar, maybe cven a
Iittle nuts, but if there one thing

I didn't want to do, it was go into,

a snake's habitat and see if he
could catch me before I caught
him!

One night at a Jocal high
school ball game, my sneaky
buddy, Graf, started talking
about doing some kind of snake
bunting and education flier. I
must have shown some interest
because he kept talking about
how he would do most of the
work getting information, all I

bad to do was type-set the in- -

formation, and put it in the flier;

Maybe take a picture or two, but °

wouldn't even have to get close
to a snake.

Little did I know, I was IN.
Graf had suckered me into going
hunting with him and two of his
croanies, in western Kansas.

We hunted hard the first two
days, but came up with only two
bull snakes and a green racer,
hardly anything to get too ex-

cited about, except onc that got

away, as I was walking back to
the truck, was a good sized

. snake. He weat across the toc of
my boot. I'm not sure which of -

us was more frightened, the

soake or me. I've always been :

afraid of snakes, but this time,

my heart was in my throat (and -

very easily there could have
been something in my drawers).
As for the snake, he went on
into a yucca and I never saw him
again.

Following the threc days of
spake hunting, I still hada't
caught or been caught by a
snake, but I had been bitten by

" Id like to go with him to Wau-

the bug to find and calch a rallle
snake,

On the road back home, Graf
started talking about this flicr
thing, he was calling by now, a
newsletter. The B.S. started
flying around the van and within
a couple of hours, we had a
publisher, editor, advertising
salesman, logistician and a
telecommunications  specialist
and Oh yes, a name for the now
"publication”, The N.C.S. News.

The trip home didn't seem
like it took six hours, because of
the plans being made. I figured
this session was a lot like going
to the outhouse, but went along
with it anyway.

It's five months after my first
snake hunt, and here we are
printing our first edition of the
N.CS. News, printing 22,000
copies of something that started
as fliers and has grown into 2
full- fledged publication.

Thanks to Larty Graf's stub-
bom "Dutch” enthusiasm, we're
printing America's only National

‘Snake Hunting publication and
we're planning our next hunt in
April! Way to go GRAF!

Letter to NCS News

Thank you for sending the’

letter regarding you new
newsletter. As chairman of the
Fitzgerald Jaycees Rattlesnake
Roundup for the past 16 years I
was very pleased to be asked to
participate.

QOur roundup will be held on
March 20 and 21, 1993 at Paulk
Park in Fitzgerald, GA.

‘We have, over the years had
the largest number of snakes of
any roundup in Georgia.

Last year we bought ap-
proximately 400 Easterns that
average. 4.51bs. per snake. Our
event raises around $10,000 for
our local Jaycee needs. If you
want to see some real rat-
tlesnakes, come visit us in
March.

Thanks,

John Luckie,Fitzgerald, Ga.
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In My Opinion
By Chuck Blythe

(Editor's Note: We at N.C.S.
News met Mr. Blythe bricfly at
the Waurika, Oklahoma hunt in
the spring of 1992. C. E.
“Chuck" Blythe was one of three
professional snake hunters in
Texas for years and he has been
curator of reptile houses and
displays. At one time he had the
second largest collection of rat-
tlesnake species in the United
States. He has organized five
snake hunting and handling
clubs, training their members to
hunt and handle snakes. His first
club was the South Plains Rat-
tlesnake Hunting Club
(Lubbock, Texas) followed by
the Venomaires, The Snake
Kings, The Original Vepomaires
(all in the Fort Worth area). He
has trained over two hundred
pitmen and women and survived
four serious bites and over one
hundred picks and scratches, in-
cluding a Cobra bite. He is the
author of the book, Poisonous
Snakes of America, what you
need to know about them. The
book was published by Branch-
Smith, INC., Fort Worth, Texas
in 1979. We asked Chuck to
contribute an article of his
choosing for our first issue and
be has graciously accepted.)

In the early snake Hunts here
in Texas (1965-72), the Hunts
paid 10 cents a pound as an in-
centive to get hunters to come
and tumn in their snakes. This
plus trophies and prize money

left the Hunts with large num-
bers of snakes.

We (The Venomaires) asked
as our fee, 25% of the gate and
all the snakes tumed in. At the
end of the Hunt scason,
(February-April) we would have
2000 to 3000 snakes on hand.
We would keep about 200 for
lectures to schools and scouts,
the rest we tumed back loose so
we would have the fun of re-
catching them next year. Never
more than six at a time and not
closer than a half mile apart.
This done to not over-populate
the area causing them or others
to starve.

I was a professional snake
Hunter from 1958 to 1965. Then
I became a snake handler. 1
started the Venomaire Reptile
Hunting Club in 1965 with eight
members. By 1968, we had over
70 trained hunters and handlers.
Since then I have trained over
200 handlers and we are still ac-
tive. Only seven of our handlers
have been bitten durng this
time. We don't and won't allow
anything fake in our show, no
snake-proof boots or doctored
snakes. We wear regular cow-
boy boots you can buy in any
western store.

Onc Eastern  Rattlesnake
Hunt, from 1966 to 1980 was
the best snake hunt in Texas. For
the last six to eight years a cou-
ple of the top men running the
hunt have saved the best dens
for their friends to hunt and win
prize money or trophies. All the
local dens are hunted out before
the bunt. Then paying hunters
and spectators are sent to thesc

dens where a few snakes are
salled just before they get there.
Many people who pay to hunt or

watch, have to sit and wait for .

guides. Some nearly beg {o. go
out and some never do, leaving
in disgust.

Another hunt area has been
hunted out since 1970. They
take people and the press out to
salted dens. Nine out of 10
snakes tumed in there have been
caught elsewhere and brought to
this hunt. The hunt has been too
commercialized, everything
from food to hides is two to
three times higher than other
hunts, along with cafes and mo-
tels.

The Handlers in their pits are
a shame to our type of pitmen;
they wear snake-proof boots and
chaps. Many snakes turned in
there are starved and dehy-
drated, caught and caged at least
one to two months.

A couple of other hunts are
just snake shows now. They
don't even take people out any
more.

1 have tricd for over 28 years
to help get peop{c‘ over their fear
of snakes and to stop the need-
less slaughter of rattlesnakes.

Letter To The Editor

We are sorry, but the authors
of Snakes of the World have de-
nied permission for you to quote
and reference their book. Both
Mr Brazaitis and Ms. Watanabe

are opposed to hunting. .

Sincerely, 1 oretta Mowat
Editorjal Assistant,
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The Timber Rattlesnake
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Oglesby, Texas
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HEART OF TEXAS SNAKE HANDLERS
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10 A. M. Sunday

No Professional snake hunters!
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by Clark Shiffer

Reprinted with permkwion from

The 'snnsylvania Angler, October, 1947

The largest of the three poisonous snakes found in Penn-
sylvania, teaching a maximum of five feet, the timber
rattlesnake (Crotalus horrisus horridus) ihabits the
mountainous regions of the state. It has been recorded
from 46 countics. Another species of rattlesnake found in
Pennsylvania, the Eastern Massasauga (Sistrusus catc-
natus catenatus), orswamp rattlesnake, is rarcand is listed
as an endangered specics.

The timber rattlesnake has two color phases, yellow and

black (thc phascs arc perma-
nent). Both have all-black tails.
The yellow phase varics from a
dull ycllow to a rich lemon
color, and the black phase varics
anywhere from a brownish tint
to a beautiful velvety black. It
has been said that yellow phasc
rattlers are predominantly fe-
males and blacks are males, but
colors cannot be correlated ex-
actly with sex. Newbom timber
ratticsnakes arc gray with darker
markings.

During the period from Octo-
ber or Novembcer to April or
May, Pcnnsylvania timber rat-
tlesnakes require sccure hiber-
nation sites extending below the
frost line. Thesc "dens", as they
are called, are usually found on
forested portions of rocky
ridges, most often on slopes
facing south. Decep cracks or
crevices is the rocks provide ac-
cess to underground retreals
where temperatures of around
50 degrees F. prevail, even dur-
ing the coldest winters.

When spring air temperaturcs
reach about 60 degrees F. during
the daytime, or cxceed that tem-
peraturc for a number of days in
a row, the snakes emerge from
hibernation. They initially bask
in the immediate vicinity of the
den, but most soon move to
more open, rocky sites ncarby.
Here they bask in the sun for
many days, moving into shaded
arcas when too warm, and
bencath rocks during the cooler
spring nights. Basking, or
"sunbathing”, is necessary sO
that the snake's body tempera-
turc is raised high cnough lo
promote the proper functioning
of various organs and assist in
ridding the snake of parasitcs or
discasc organisms. The gonads
of maturc individuals, particu-
larly, cannot begin the processes
of maturation without a period
of basking.

Contrary to statements handed
down in thc literature on timber
rattlesnakes that they mate in the
spring at thc den and have
young at the cnd of summer,
year after year, it is now known
that mating takes placc primarily
in July and August when males
and unmated females arc scat-
tered throughout the forest. The
snakes that remain closest to the
den arc those females that were

mated  the previous  summer.
Morc than one of these "gravid”
females may bask in the same
arca all summer long to bring
developing cggs and cmbryos to
full development slightly more
than one year from the time the
snakes were mated. They take
no food during this time, draw-
ing on the encrgy stored in fat
reserves  during  onc-and-a-half
summers of previous feeding.
They may drink rainwater,
which collccts in Jeaf or rock de-
pressions.

Recent studics now indicate
that timber rattlesnakes do not
rcach breeding readiness until
about four to five years of age.
Females, thercfore, can  only
bear young for the first time
when they are five to six years
of age. In many parts of the
north, another year may be
added to these figures. Further-
more, sufficient time is required
between births to build fat re-
scrves, so females only have
young every two to three years.
Becausc the average timber rat-
Uestake may live to be §5 or 20
years of age, the long maluration
period and low productive rate
mean that many fcmales may
give birth only to five or six lit-
ters (cach averaging scven to
eight young) in their lifetime.
Only a'small percentage of the
young  rattlesnakes  rcaches
adulthood and maturity. The
species s very vulnerable Lo ex-
ploitation.

The principal food of timber
rattlesnakes is mammals, mostly
rodents, which make up about
90 percent of their dict. Birds,
eggs, other mammals and am-
phibians arc also caten. Prey is
primarily sccurcd at night from
an "ambush" position alongside
a log or fallen limb. Their pres-
encc at or along streams has
more to do with the availability
of prey there and the heightened
movements of males, particu-
larly, during the mid- to late-
summer breeding scason.

While males and unmated fe-
malcs may range scveral or so
miles from the den during the
summer, all individvals move
back lo the den vicinily during
the fall months, where they bask
close to one another until cooler
temperatures drive them under-
ground for another hibernation.
The same den is used year afier
year during the entire life indi-
vidual rattlesnakes comprising a
colony. Trans-located too far
from their home den, the snakes
may fail to find a suitable hiber-
nating sitc in strange sur-
roundings or fail to rcproduce
with others of their kind, be-

_causc colonics arc usually
widcly scparated.
Although the hollow,

interlocking rattlec scgments are
supposedly used to warn of the
rattlesnake's presence, the snake
will strike without warning, but

only oul of fear and the per-
ceived need to defend itsclf. The
primary usc of the venom is in
securing prey, so a strike under
defensive  conditions may  or
may not result in injection of
venom. The snake can withhold
venom at will. "Dry bites" are
not uncommon.

Given a chance, most timber
rattlesnakes will lic quictly or
crawl away to the safcty of a
rock crevice. Human scent in-
vokes fear in them and they are
probably more afraid of us than
we are of them. They are not
aggressive and will not attack,
but will stand their ground il
forced to do so. Wanting only to
be left alone to accomplish qui-
ctly what nature intended  that
they  should, they arc  as
characteristic of Pennsylvania as
hemlock forests, whitctail deer,
brook trout and mountain laurel,
and deserve protection as part of
our natural heritage.-Clack
Shiffer is the Commission her-
petology and cndangered species
conrdinator.

Letter To The
Editor

Dear N.C.S. News

Here are a few pictures from
our snake hunt for your
newsletler.

Thank you for all of your help
during our snake hunt and in the
planning stages also. You gave
us some valuable information
and assistance that we really
appreciated.

Good luck on your newslelter.
It sounds like a lot of people arc
interested in this sort of thing.
Your ncwsletter should prove to
be a great source of information
to all snakc hunters and snake
hunt coordinators as well. T look
forward to reading your first
issuc.

Wallace County is planning
their next hunt on the weekend
of May 1 & 2, 1993. We are
going to try the Spring and sce if
we can gather in a few more
snakes.

If you nced any more
information just give me a call.
Let me know if I can help in any
way.

Thanks Again,
Deb Fischer
Sharon Springs, Ks.
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HAVE A STORY,
ARTICLE OR SOME-
THING TO SAY?
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Editorial

By Larry Graf
Publisher, N.C.S. News

For years now, pit show han-
dlers have been accused of dis-
seminating misstatements and
misinformation by conserva-
tionists and herpctologists. In
the HERP Bulletin, volume 17,
No. 2 dated June 82, of the New
York Herpetological Socicty,
W.H. Martin of Harpers Ferry,
West Virginia writes,
“Rattlesnake roundups serve no
uscful purposc and should be
prohibited." In this issue of
N.C.S. News, Dr. Henry Fitch
writes, "During the pit show,
people got into a sleeping bag
with snakes that were somchow
fixcd to minimizc the risk.”

Every snake hunt, show or
roundup in the United States is
sponsored by some form of
community based non-profit or-
ganization which conduct these
activities as fund raisers for their
other community projects. In
some cascs, large amounts of
funds raiscd, go to very worth
while charitics, such as Muscu-
lar Dystrophy, To flatly state
that roundups scrve no uscful
purpose, simply is NOT the
truth.

During the pit show in Sharon
Springs, Kansas, 1 was one of
those pcople who got into a
slceping bag with snakes. Being
involved with the show, I can
assurc Dr. Fitch, that thosc
snakes were in no way Fixed.
Statements  such  as  these
indicate that little or no time has
been spent visiting with pit show
people., handlers  or  hunt
organizers, which contributes to
the misunderstanding  which
obviously  exists  between
conscrvationists and hunt
cnthusiasts. We at N.C.S. News
do not want to sound ungrateful
to Dr. Fitch for his contribution
to our first issue, but we must
point out that not all
misstatements  arc made by
handlers.

While most handlers, hunters
and pit show pcoplec have no
formal education in herpetology,
many do possess years of cxpe-
ricnce, making them extremely
knowledgeable. They are also
bright cnough to know that if
you kill the Goose that lays the
"Golden Egg", there won't be
anymore golden eggs. A consid-
crable amount of rescarch time
was spent gelting ready for this

jssue, we cncountercd , many §

herpetologists who were  ex-
tremely uncooperative when we
explained our purpose. These
same people profess a desire to
cducate the general public. It
seems they fail to realize that
cach snake hunt altracts from

between 2,000 to 40,000 people
each ycar. What better place to
jnsure correct information is
passed ajong. The
conscrvationist movement could
try for ycars and never reach this
number of people.

N.C.S. News has visited with
most of the hunt organizers in
the U.S. and have found 2a
willingness on their part to work

We have the finest

with the conscrvationists, in
order that, together we might
dispel prevalent myths
concerning rattlesnakes and to
foster an understanding of the
importance of all snakes in the
ecosystem.

A little coopcration between
hunt enthusiasts and
conscrvationists would go a long
way in changing thc general

quality products avallable anywhere. In the
plicture above are Wallets (trl-folds, bl-folds & Cowboy Wallets)
buslness card cases, Checketerlas, all sizes & shapes keychalns, hair
barrettes, bootstraps, skull with rattlesnake through the eyes.

W Quality First &Then

publics idca that "The only
good snake, is 2 dead snake".
N.C.S. News takes the position
that you don't have to embrace
someone's “TOTAL"
convictions to cooperate in areas
of mutual interest.

ADVERTISING
IN AMERICA'S
ONLY
SNAKE HUNTER'S
NEWSPAPER
MAKES $ENSE!

We are a
wholesale
company and you
must have a
TAX NUMBER
to order from us!
We welcome
inquiries!
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202 West Broadway Henryetta, Ok. 74437
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February 11, 1993

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Senator Don Sallee, Chairperson:

My name is David Edds, and I am from Emporia. I appreciate
the opportunity to comment on Senate Bill 137.

I am President of the Kansas Herpetological Society for
1993. The Kansas Herpetological Society is a 200-member state
association of amateur and professional herpetologists interested
in conserving our wildlife resources, especially the amphibian
and reptile fauna of our state. While I do not presume to speak
for each member, based on discussions at our annual meeting last
fall, I believe what I have to say here reflects the views of the
great majority of our membership. -

We oppose Senate Bill 137. We oppose take of the prairie
rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis) as proposed by this bill because
there is no evidence that such harvest can be sustained. Indeed,
studies of the harvest of western diamondback rattlesnakes
(Crotalus atrox)in Texas indicate significant long-term
consequences for those populations (Campbell et al., 1989).

Rattlesnakes are an important component of local ecosystens,
being major predators of destructive rodent populations.
Detailed studies of the effects of removal of rattlesnakes are
critical, but have not been performed in Kansas.

The Kansas Herpetological Society has been on record since
1974 as opposing rattlesnake roundups. We continue to oppose
events of this type because they are environmentally destructive,
because of their cruel and inhumane treatment of snakes, because
of the danger to participants and spectators from careless snake
handling, and because they present attitudes toward wildlife that
encourage its overexploitation and destruction.

Before exploitation of wildlife populations is allowed, it
is critical that wildlife managers understand the current status
of those populations, in terms of numbers, distribution and
reproductive capacity. We know none of these things for Kansas
populations of prairie rattlesnakes. To simply suppose they are
doing fine could be disastrous to those populations.

Senate Bill 137 has no provision for bag limits on harvest
of snakes. The basis of wildlife management is a knowledge of
the number of individuals that can be harvested yet still sustain
that harvest. Such information is lacking for prairie
rattlesnakes in Kansas. It is almost certain that unlimited take
would lead to decimation of populations.
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Another major principle of wildlife biology is to delay
harvest until after a species' annual reproductive event.
However, this bill proposes to allow harvest between March 1 and
June 30, the breeding season of the prairie rattlesnake. Senate
Bill 137 does not include provisions to prohibit take of breeding
females, or of individuals that have not yet reached reproductive
maturity. No population can sustain itself if it is not allowed
to reproduce.

Sound wildlife management for sustainable yield prescribes
population censuses before and after harvest. However, Senate
Bill 137 does not limit the region of the proposed hunt. Without
a fixed area, monitoring of harvest impacts becomes infeasible. -

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP)
Commission has already taken steps to address the question of
commercialization of rattlesnakes in Kansas. A scenario similar
to this arose in 1991 with regard to commercialization of ‘
freshwater mussels in Kansas. Faced with a deficiency. of
knowledge about the status of our mussel populations, but an
increasing demand for their exploitation, KDWP funded research to
study critical aspects of the biology of these animals in Kansas.
Then, armed with data on the status of ‘the resource, KDWP
implemented prudent regulations for their harvest -- regulations '
that satisfied both harvesters and wildlife managers. Such a
well-thought-out program through our state wildlife management-
agency seems to be called for in the case of prairie
rattlesnakes.

Given the fact that many aspects of Senate Bill 137 are not
supportive of sustainable yield and protection of this resource,
and that certain provisions are in direct conflict with existing
State statutes and regulations, the Kansas Herpetological Society
urges you not to approve this bill. We support current
protection against commercialization of reptiles and other
wildlife in Kansas, including KSA 32-1002, which makes it
unlawful to take wildlife, including reptiles, for sale,
exchange, or other commercial purposes, and KAR 115-20-2, which
establishes a possession limit of five for reptile species. We
feel it is important to protect against commercialization of
wildlife, for history shows how destructive this practice has
been to wildlife populations in the past.:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment.
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TESTIMONY PRESENTED TO: SENATE ENERGY & NATURAL RES., COM.

PROVIDED BY: KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS
FEBRUARY 10, 1993

o

.B. 137 would create a special commercial prairie
rattlesnake harvest permit. The permit price is set at $3.00 for
both residents and nonresidents if they have a valid (Kansas)
nunting license., The permit price is set at $20.50 for those
that do not have a valid license.
The bill specifies that commercial harvest and sale of
prairie rattlesnakes is prohibited except as provided by the
bi1l. A commercial harvest time period is established from March
1 through June 30. £ach person receiving a permit would be
requirecd to submit a report to the Wildlife Division of the
Wwildlife and Parks Department. That division woulcd be
responsicle for desighing the repcri. Commercial (harvest)
purposes is defined as the harvest, taking or possession of five
or more praijrie rattlesnakes for tne purpose of purchase, sale cr
trading.
Natural resource management 1s one of the primary statutory
missions of this Department. It is a public responsibility the
Department takes quite serijously. S.B. 137 authorizes a wiidlife
"taking” and commercialization of that wiidiife taking, but
exciudes the Department from reculiatory involvement witn the
activity. P-oblem areas with the pill include:
- The Department cculd not establish methods and means of
take.

-  Tne Department could not establish 1imits on the number
o nrairie rattlers taken, if such Timits were needed,.

- Anvyone wishing to helcg a commsrcial event could do <o, as
frequentiy as desired within the "taking” fTime period,
and wherever desired.

- Commerciaiizaticon would not be limited to established
EVENTS. S@nakzéhng %Nﬂwi@AOuwai
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- Unciear wac permit Aclcers could seil to, provab'y conly
other ne mit holders. This means a harvester would alsc
pe a dealer anc commercial dealers are trsated
differentiv in cther commerc-al wiidlife ventures.

- Persons taking less than 5 snakes undar a specia: germit
for a round-up avent could not cemmercially cispose of
their snakes.

- No proviston s made for individuais who are

Taw from securing a nunting license.

- A hunter education card wouid iTiksly not 2e reg

t8

KempT by

The huntar education ccurse strassses subject
behavioral ang resource etnics, Jandcowner relat
first aid and survival training, basic wildiife
management, care of harvested animals and hunter
responsiniltity --- all in addition zo firearms safety.

- "Taking' 1s already defined in K.3.A. 32-701 as including
harvest and possession. Tt is noct recommended that the
"taking” definition be aitered due to tne enforcement
confusicon which ensues.

- The orovision fcr a legal hunting license should also
specify "issued to the individual”

-  Commercial purposes is defineg in K.S.A. 32-701 as
meaning for a vaiuable consideration. A different
definition appears in S.8. {137.

U)

- wWould ailow for tne sale of a wiidiife meat. This 1s
prohibited Tor other species of wildlife even 1f
commercialization is permitted.

The rattlesnake round-up issue is relatively new to Kansas

with the first sucn evant neld last fall in 3haron Springs. It

was held under current reagulations so the Cepartment s not anti-
U

'3

roundup nor 1s it impossikle to conauct a rounc-un. The issue

nas deaen discusssed on three separan casions during public
ro
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mm-ssion meetings. There has been ¢ ng suprort for the event
by some and strong opposition by others. A decision has not been
reached on possible reguiatory changes, but discussions ars
continuing. Law enfcrcement issues were raised during the
January Commission meeting and the Commission reguestec further
discussion in that area at ths March mesting.

nNe Tenartment mMust oppose S.EB. 137 pecause 1T removes Lhe
Separtmant's adthority to protect and manage a wildiife spscias
And the bi11 dces nct contailn any ouil L n rescurce srotection
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SEDGWICK COUNTY Z0OO & BOTANICAL GARDEN
 BBES Zoo Boulevard
Wichita, Kansas 67212
Office (316)942-2213
FAX(316)942-3781
FACSIMILE TRANSMISBION COVER

DATE: 2/8/1993 NUMBER OF PAGES (ncluding cover page) I

TO:Legislative Adminisirative Services
ATTENTION:Senator Don Sallee
FROM Jric M Ruindopist, Department, of Herpetolngy

MESSAGI:
Dear Senator Sallee,

By way of introduction, T am one of the co-founders and first president of the Kansas
Herpetological Society and its current editor. I am currently employed as an herpetologist at
the Sedgwick County Zoo. I am contacting you concerning Senate Bill No. 137 which comes
before the Energy and Natural Resources Cormnmittee of the Senate on Thursday, 11 February.

A you know, this bill would authorize the commercial harvest of praivie rattlesnakes in the
state of Kansas. I want to register my strong opposition to the passage of this bill, I am opposed
to this bill for the following reasons: 1) the bill would set a dangerous precedent regarding
commercialization of non-game wildlife in Kansas. There currently is a significant problem
here with theillegal collection for sale of'a variety of species of Kansas amphibians and reptiles
and this bill would appear to open our borders to anyone who decides to take for profit one
particuler species, which, in my view, would lead to other laws being passed for any non-game
species.; 2) The Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission has been studying this issue for some
time and has held two hearings on the subject so far. They will be taking final action on the
issue at their March 4 meeting, These folks are uniquely qualified and empowered to deal with
issues such as this and I feel passage to this bill strips them of their authority and credibility;
3)This bill, if passed, would conflict with existing state wildlife law and regulations; 4) The
defined period for take (1 March-30 June) oceurs during the only breeding period for this
species and the take is unlimited. This is extremely irresponsible and bad wildlife manage-
ment. I know of nostate conservation agency that would allow harvest of any species under
such conditions. In fact, when a commercial collectors category for wildlife existed in Kansas
some years ago, this same period was defined as out-of-rearon for all amphibians and reptiles.

Irecommend that you attempt to have non-game personnel from the Department of Wildlife
snd Parks atiend and comment at your hearing. In addition, I also recommmend that you
contact dJoseph T. Colling of the University of Kansas to testify. Mr. Collins is the foremost
authority on the amphibians/and reptiles of this gtate. Thank you for taking the time to read

/ Senate € Mv'u,uc' Naf 2 souvees
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FRON SEDGUICK COUNTY 200 02.19.1%93 088:36 P. 1

SEDGWICK COUNTY Z0OO

. B85B Zoo Boulevard

: Wichita, Kansas 67212

. Office (316)942-2218
FAX(316)942-3781

F.A\CSJ[MZILE‘ TRANSMISSION COVER

DATE:2/10/1993 NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover page) 1

TOuLegislative Adrrfainis:t;mtinn Serviees. {913)296-1153
ATTENTION:Senator. Don Sallee
FRONILM&IZ}LLL_RM{{, dirnetor

MESSAGE:
Dear Senator Sallee,

[ have been madle aware of a bill thai will come before your committee on 11 February and would
like to comument on 88 137, :

Agyouknow, thisbill, if passed, would allow the commercial take of prairie rattlesnakes in Kamas
As thedirector of the state’s largest zoo and thelargest tourist attraction in the state, Tam congerned
about this potential commercialization of one of our state’s nongame wildlife resources. Prairie
rattlesnakes are a significant member of the Hi gh Plains ecosystem and an important predator on
destructive rodent populations. Conservation of our dwindling natural resources is the highest
priority at the Sedgwick County Zoo and this bill, if passed, would set a very bad precedcnt for
conservation in Kansas. T herefore [ have to state my opposition to SB 137.

Sincer m Q 2

Mark C. Reed, director
Sedgwick County Zoo
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