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MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sandy Praeger at 10:00 a.m. on February 10, 1994 in Room 313-S of

the Capitol.

All members were present except:

Committee staff present: Norman Furse, Revisor of Statutes
William Wolff, Legislative Research Department
Jo Ann Bunten, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Pam Scott, Kansas Funeral Directors

Jerry Slaughter, Executive Director, Kansas Medical Society

James Earl, Funeral Director and Embalmer, Topeka

Mack Smith, State Board of Mortuary Arts

Dr. Steven Potsic, Director of Health, Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Carolyn Middendorf M.N., R.N., Kansas State Nurses Association

Others attending: See attached list

The Chair welcomed nurses from across the state who were in attendance at the meeting for “Nurses Day at the
Capitol.”

Continued Hearing on SB 587 - Funeral and burial expenses of recipients of assistance

Pam Scott, Kansas Funeral Directors, provided additional information to the Committee on SRS reimbursement of
Medicaid and medical assistance which she noted in checking with representatives from the Kansas Medical
Society, that bills are submitted to SRS by procedure code, and each procedure code has a maximum allowable
amount for which SRS reimburses the physician. These payments are payments in full, and the physician cannot
collect from the patient for any amount over the maximum allowable amount for that given procedure.

Jerry Slaughter, Executive Director, KMS, appeared before the Committee in agreement with Ms. Scott stating
that under the Medicaid program a physician may not balance bill for services which they provide. They must
accept Medicaid payments as payment in full for those services.

Hearing on SB 310 - Notice that deceased person had infectious or contagicus disease

James Earl, Funeral Director and Embalmer, Topeka, appeared before the Committee in support of SB 310
noting that the bill which was introduced during the 1993 legislative session at the request of the Kansas Funeral
Directors and Embalmers Association, requires the hospital or nursing home at which a person dies to provide
notice to a funeral director or embalmer that the deceased person had been diagnosed as having an infectious or
contagious disease. Opponents of the bill last year suggested that legislation was unnecessary because universal
precautions should be taken in all cases, and if such precautions were taken, funeral home personnel would be
protected. Mr. Earl noted that funeral directors do use universal precautions which are required by law but they
should have the right to know if such infectious and contagious diseases are present in the deceased. (Attachment

D

During committee discussion members expressed concern that universal precautions should always be taken by
funeral directors and embalmers regardless of notification, as such notification could give a false sense of security.
Regulations adopted by the State Board of Mortuary Arts in 1969 directed them to take basic universal precautions
when dealing with infectious diseases such as AIDS, Hepatitis B and tuberculosis.

Mack Smith, Executive Director, State Board of Mortuary Arts, appeared before the Committee in support of SB
310 and noted that the bill would better define the parties responsible for notification when an infectious or
contagious disease is involved with a death. (Attachment 2)

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed

verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to the individuals 1
appearing before the committee for editing or corrections.



CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE, Room 526-S
Statehouse, at 10:00 a.m. on February 10, 1994.

In regard to technical language in SB 310, staff noted that the Committee should consider changing the term
“hospital” to “medical care facility” which would pick up recuperation centers, and the term “nursing homes”
should be changed to “adult care homes” or “nursing facilities.” The Chair directed staff to prepare those
technical changes when the Committee takes action on the bill.

There were no opponents to SB 310.
Hearing on SB 575 - Schools, tests and inoculations of pupils, alternatives

Dr. Steven R. Potsic, KDHE, addressed the Committee in support of SB 5§75 and noted that the major change in
the bill would be from voluntary exclusion of children with inadequate immunization status from school
attendance to mandatory exclusion from school by incorporating the term “shall exclude” instead of “may exclude”
in the text to alleviate inconsistencies with interpretation of exclusion. Instead of the 90 day immunization
notification beginning at the start of school each year, the 90 day notice would be sent from the school board on or
before May 15th for notification of immunization requirements for the proceeding school year. The child could
not enter school unless the immunization requirements were up-to-date or exemptions were on file. Dr. Potsic
also noted other changes in the bill as outlined in his written testimony. (Attachment 3)

It was noted by a member and confirmed by Dr. Potsic that since schools currently mandate student records
transfers, transferring immunization records would be a part of that procedure.

Staff called attention to Sec. 4 of the bill that relates currently to the exclusion of students from school attendance
under the act and is permissive on the local school board, and questioned whether Dr. Potsic’s proposal that
recommends changing language to mandatory exclusion of students would be consistent with the provisions under
the Kansas constitution that provide certain powers and authorities to local school districts.

Concerns were expressed by members of the Committee regarding mandatory exclusion of students from school
and that there should be another way to enforce such immunizations without interrupting the students’ education.
Dr. Potsic noted that in talking to a number of school nurses about mandatory exclusion, there are school districts
that use their policies on up-to-date immunizations very aggressively and some more passively, and the
department is trying to protect all of the pupils in the schools which may necessitate removing one child in order to
protect the whole student body.

Carolyn Middendorf, KSNA, appeared before the Committee in support of SB 5§75 and submitted written
testimony (Attachment 4) as well as noting that moving the 90 day immunization notification to May 15th would
be very helpful.

The Chair announced that opponents of the bill would be heard on Tuesday, February 15, 1994.
Introduction of bills

The Chair requested introduction of a bill that would direct the secretary of SRS to establish a managed care
program for the Medicaid population which would put together the perimeters under which negotiations would
occur to contract with either groups or individual providers to provide the most economical and efficient services
statewide. This bill request is more comprehensive than the pilot project for Wyandotte County and would repeal
the two pilot projects that were enacted during the 1993 legislative session. Senator Hardenburger made a motion
the Committee recommend introduction of the bill request, seconded by Senator I.ee. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 15, 1994.
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THE KANSAS FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS ASSQCIATION, INC.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE — 1200 KANSAS AVENUE,  P.O. BOX 1904
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66601

PHone 913-232-7789 Fax 913-232-7791
AFFILIATED WITH N.F D.A.
OFFICERS
e AEN NEWCOMER TESTIMONY PRESENTED TO
Topeka SENATE PURBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE
President Elect
SHIRLEY BROWN BY THE
Gardner KANSAS FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS ASSOCIATION
First Vice President
KENNETH FISCHER
Belleville
Second Vice President
JERRY LARRISON . . . .
Pratt Madam Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Mike
W@gmﬁmﬁL Turnbull, owner of Roberts-Blue—-Barnett Funeral Home, and I
Moran am a funeral director and embalmer from Emporia, Kansas. I
aﬁm?ng&T am here as a member of the Kansas Funeral Directors and
A ok Embalmers Association (KFDA). I am here to speak in support
of Senate Bill No. 310.
BOARD OF . . . . , .
DIRECTORS Senate Bill No. 310 is a bill which was introduced during the
1993 Legislative Session at the request of the KFDA. Senate
R o Mer Bill No. 310 amends K.S.A. 65-2438 to require the hospital or
swRLeysrown — > Dursing home at which a person dies to provide notice to a
Gardner funeral director or embalmer that the deceased person had
KENNETH FISCHER been diagnosed as having an infectious or contagious disease.
JERRY LARRISON Currently the law requires the attending physician or, if
r there is no attending physician present, a family member or
GLENN KUNKEL . s ’ .
Moran person making arrangements for the disposition of the body to
LARRY ENFIELD provide the notice.
Norton
PAUL ROHDE . : ’
Wathena Funeral directors and embalmers have requested this bill
BILL YOUNG because they are finding that notification is not being given
gmunmlm in cases where there is a known contagious cr infectious
Fredonia disease. Often an attending physician is not present at
TOM ELLIOTT death. In such cases, hospital or nursing home personnel
Hutchinson »
MARC AYAN arrange for the deceased to be picked up by a funeral
Salina establishment without the attending physician being present.
DALE LAMBERT The staff in many cases does not notify the funeral director
BARRY BOGGS or embalmer when they know the deceased has a contagious or
Kinsley infectious disease. It is arguable that the law as written

already places the notification requirement on staff of
hospitals because they are the persons making arrangements
for the disposition of the dead body. If this is the case,
this amendment will clarify the law.

Several hospitals have advised our members that they believe
they have no obligation to provide notice under current
Kansas law. Their attorneys have advised them not to give
notice Dbecause of potential liability for Dbreach of

_ )
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confidentiality. We believe that if the notice requirements
of K.S.A. 65-2438 are made applicable to hospitals and
nursing homes, the confidentiality and immunity provisions in

the statute address the hospitals concerns. The amendments
in the bill would extend those protections to hospitals and
to nursing homes providing the notice. Furthermore, a

funeral director is responsible for completing and filing the
death certificate, which requires the cause of death to be
stated. Therefore, he or she will eventually have the
information anyway.

Funeral directors have a need and a right to know when a
person has an infectious or contagious disease. They need to
know because regulations adopted by the State Board of
Mortuary Arts, specifically K.A.R. 63-3-10 and 63-3-11, place
requirements on how a body is to be handled and prepared when
death occurs from an infectious or contagious disease.
K.A.R. 63-3-10 states that if an infectious or contagious
disease was present or was reasonably suspected to be
present, the body may not be transported or buried until it
is embalmed and placed in a casket or suitable combustible
container. K.A.R. 63-3-11 places similar requirements on the
preparation and transporting of infected bodies. Attached is
a copy of these regulations.

Funeral directors have a right to know when there is a known
infectious or contagious disease present, to know there is a
very real danger of communicable diseases being present so
that he or she can better protect themselves beyond using
universal precautions required by law. This does not mean
the funeral director is going to be lulled into a feeling of
false security where there 1is no known infectious or
contagious disease present. They know they need to be
cautious in all cases.

Last year during hearings before this committee, opponents of
the bill suggested that legislation was unnecessary because

~7 universal precautions should be taken in all cases, and 1if
taken funeral home personnel would be protected. This
philosophy does not address the varying degrees of risk and
the different types of protective measures that can be taken
pased upon whether the disease is transmitted through blood
or is airborne, nor does it consider the virulence, strength
and persistency of different diseases. An embalmer will use
different embalming techniques and various strengths of
embalming fluids based upon the type of disease diagnosed.
You would not expect or ask a surgeon to perform surgery
without being fully informed concerning a patient's health
history or illness. Why should you ask an embalmer to do
anything less.

Funeral directors do use universal precautions. We are

_77 required to by law. The KFDA holds many seminars each vear

-2



educating its members on how to comply with OSHA rules.
Funeral home employees must go through annual training in
this area. Funeral service professionals have the right to
know if known infectious and contagious diseases are present
so that they can go beyond the universal precautions required
by law if they deem necessary. It's a matter of health,
safety, human life and common sense.

In conclusion, we ask for your support of Senate Bill No.
310. It is necessary to enable the funeral director and
embalmer to comply with regulations of the Kansas Board of
Mortuary Arts and to protect themselves from such diseases to
the greatest extent possible.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak to you
today.



ARTICLE 3 — PREPARATION AND TRANSPORTATION
OF BODIES; BURIAL IN MAUSCLEUMS;
AND FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENTS

(Authorized by K.S.A.
1966; revoked, lJan. 1,

63=3-1 to 63~3-8.
74-1704; effective Jan. 1,
1969.)

EMBALMING FLUIDS AND COMPOUNDS. The
use of any f{fluid or compound which. contalns
arsenic, lead, mercury, zinc, silver, antimony,
chloral or any polsonous alkaloid in the embaiming
of a dead human body is prohibited. (Authorized by
K.S.A. 74-1704; effective Jan. 1, 1969; amended May
1, 1978.)

65~3~9.

63=3=10. DEATH FROM INFECTIOUS OR CONTAGIOUS
DISEASES. (a) Each embaimer and funeral director
shall at all +Imes, undertake and be responsible

for appropriate precautionary measures to pravent
the spread of infectlous or contaglous dlseases
from deceased human bodlies to employees of mortuary
establishments, persons contracted +o provide
services Involved in the preparation and handllIng
of dead human bodles, and ‘o the generai pubiic.
(b) When death has occurred from any Infectious
or contagious disease, the body shall be handled
and prepared by a licensed Kansas embaimer. |f any
Infectlious or contagious disease occurred, or was
reasonably suspected to be present, the body shall
be embalmed and placed In a casket or sultabie
combustibie container oprlor to +ransporting and
burial. Any body dead from Infectious or
contagious disease may be cremated or burled
without embalming If final disposition takes place

within 24 hours of death as long as no heaith
hazard will result. Each unembaimed body to be
burfed within 24 hours following death shall be

placed In a metal-iined, hermetically sealed
contaliner prlor to burlfal. Each unembalmed body to
be cremated within 24 hours following death shall
be placed In a suitable combustible contalner.
(Authorized by and Impilementing K.S.A. 65-1712,
K.S.A. 74-1704; effective Jan. 1, 1969; amended May
1, 1978; modifled, L. 1979, ch. 353, May 1, 1979;
amended May 1, 1988; amended June 7, 1993.)

Pege 25

PREPARATION AND TRANSPORTATIO! IAD
A dead human bedy shall wo.v be

63<3=11.
HUMAN B0DIES.

transported by private conveyance or common carried .

until the followling conditions are met. (a) Any
unembalmed body released by the family or preoper
authority, other than a dead with an [nfectious or
confagious disease, may be fransported by private
conveyance within the state of Kansas if: (1) A
certificate of death has been filed according to
laws -and regulations set forth by the Kansas state
department of health and eavironment; and (2)
After the body has been released to a funeral
director, any transportation Is superv[sed
personal ly by the funerai director.

(b) In addition to meeting the requirements of
subsection (a), each body dead with an infectiocus
or contagious disease shall be handled pursuant to
K.A.R. 63-3-10 prior to being tfransported by
private conveyance or comaon carrfer.

(c) A body dead from any cause may be
fransported by a common carrier [f: (1} The body

has been prepared and properly dIsiafected by
arterlal and cavity ianjectlon with an approved
disinfecting fluid having a minimum phenol

+o that of a five percent
The amount of the fluid
1/10 of the body

coefficient equal
formaldehyde solution.
injected shall not be less than

weight; (2) all body orifices have been
disinfected and plugged with dry cotton; (3} the-
body has Dbeen washed with flve percent

formaldeyhde or other disinfectant of equivalent
coefficient; and (4) the body Is encased in a
shipping case whlch is acceptable under the rules
of the common carrier.

(d) A body dead from any cause may be interred
or cremated without embaiming If Interment or
cremation Is within 24 hours of death. A
reasonable period of time beyond 24 hours may be
permitted 1f: (1) rellglous bellefs, laws or
customs do not permit transportation or Interments
on Sabbath or holy days; and (2) no health hazard
or nulsance will result from such a delay. Each
body dead with an Infectlous or contagious dlsease
shal! be handled pursuaant to K.A.R. 63-3-10.

(e) A body dead from any cause other than
infectious or contagious disesse may be Interred or
cremated without embalming If embalming wouid
violate personal or rellgicus bellefs and a health
hazard or nuisance will not resuift. An unembaimed
body may be retained in storage at a constant
temperature of less than 40 ‘degrees Fahrenheit.
When that body Is removed from storage and
transported, the body shail reach Its flnal
destination within 24 hours following the removal
from storage. [f the body is placed in a meta!l or

v
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metal-|ined hermeticalliy sealed contalner
Immediately after death, the body may be conslidered
an embalmed body, for the purpose of
transportation.

(f) If a casket has not been used in the
creparatlion and transportation of a body that Is to
>e cremated, the body shall be piaced in a suitable
combustible contalner which shall be permanently
closed before being released to a receiving
crematory.

(g) Thils regulation shail not apply to bodles
donated to the university of Kansas school of
nedicine. (Authorized by and implementing K.S.A.
55-1712, K.S.A. 74-1702, K.S.A. 65-1723; effective
Jan. 1, 1960; amended, E-72-6, Dec. 17, 1971;
amended Jan. 1, 1973; amended May 1, 1976; amended
“4ay 1, 19278; modifled, L. 1979, ch. 353, May 1,
1979; amended Jan. 6, 1992; amended June 7, 1993.)

63-3-12. BODIES MANGLED, BURNED, ETC. Bodies
badly mangled, burned, decomposed or partlally
decomposed that cannot be prepared pursuant to
{.A.R. 63-3-11, shall not be removed from the clty
where the death occurred, or from the Immedlate
vicinity if the death occurred In a rural area, by
private conveyance or by any common carrler unless
first being thoroughly disinfected by an approved
disinfectling compound or preservatlve and placed In
a suitable container which shall be permanently
closed. (Authorized by K.S.A. 74-1704; effective
Jan. 1, 1969; modifled, L. 1976, ch. 331, & 1, May
1, 1976; amended May 1, 1978.)

63-3-13. DISINTERRED. The transportation of
disinterred remalns by common carrler or by private
conveyance Is subject to the same rules as for any
dead human bocdy. (Authorized by K.S5.A. 74-1704;
2ffective Jan. 1, 1969; amended May 1, 1978;
smended, T-88-43, Oct. 27, 1987; amended May 1,
1988.)

63-3-14. RETRANSPORTING OF BODIES. Bodles not
in good conditlon shall not be reshlpped or further
transported untll sald body has been prepared
according to the rules governing the preparation
and transportation of dead human bodles in the
tate of Kansas.

Shipping box or outer case may be dlspensed
¢ith, if body 1Is conveyed in hearse or private

conveyance used for moving the dead. ( ~lzed
by K.S.A. 74-1704; effective Jan. 1, 196!

63-3-15. DEAD BODIES IN TRAMSIT. 'All dead
human bodles coming Into the state of Kansas via
any common carrlier or prlvate conveyance, shall be
accompanied by a duly completed removal permit, In
accordance with the embalming and transportation
rules of +the state from where said body was
shipped.

Any person, agent or owner of any common carrier
or prlvate conveyance, having in charge and transit
any dead human body that has not been properly
prepared or embalmed and has become offensive or
dangerous to public health, shall rzfuse *to
continue transportation until sald body has been
properly prepared, so that public health is not
endangered. (Authorized by K.S.A. 74-1704;
effective Jan. 1, 1969.)

63-3-16. ‘aURIAL IN MAUSOLEUM. All dead human
bodlies shall be embalmed In accordance with the
foregolng rules before same may be placed in a
mausoleum. i (Authorized by K.S.A. 74-1704;
effective Jan. 1, 1969; amended May 1, 1978.)

63-3-17. SERVICES AND MERCHANDISE PRICING.

(a) Each funeral service casket in the casket
selectlon room shall have a card or brochure which
sets forth the price of the service using that
casket and |Isting the services and any other
merchandise Included in the price. Where there are
separate prices for the casket, services, or the
use of faclilties and equipment, the card shall
Indicate the price of the casket and of each ltem
separately priced.

(b) If a funeral service establishment uses the
faclliltles of a manufacturer, jobber, or other
place where caskets are displayed for seiection,
the funeral service |icensee conducting the service
shall place the cards or brochures required by

“subsectfon (a) In the caskets before any selection

Is made by those arranging a funeral.

(c) Each funeral service |lcensee shall glive to
the person or persons making funeral arrangements a
written price statement duly signed by the [llcensee
or a representative of the funeral establ|shment or
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Senator Sandy Praeger, Chairperson

Senate Committee on Public Health and Welfare
State Capitol, Room 526-South

Topeka, Kansas 66612

S.B. 310

The Kansas State Board of Mortuary Arts supports S.B. 310. The bill appears to better define
the parties responsible for notification when an infectious or contagious disease is involved with
a death. .

While universal precautions should be used by funeral homes in all cases, there is no reason that
notification in cases where an infectious or contagious disease is known to be present should not
occur.

Death certificates that list the cause of death also list the name of the embalmer and funeral
home--as well as the signature of the funeral service licensee (funeral director). Because funeral
homes are generally the responsible parties for the filing of these forms, the area of privacy
doesn’t appear to be an issue.

There are regulations addressing infectious and contagious disease deaths in situations when
burial or cremation does not take place within 24 hours--another reason for notification in known
cases of infectious and contagious diseases.

I ask for the committee’s support of S.B. 310, and I will be glad to answer any questions you
might have.

Mack Smith, Executive Secretary
Kansas State Board of Mortuary
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State of Kansas
Joan Finney, Governor

<
o

Department of Health and Environment
Robert C. Harder, Secretary

Testimony presented to

Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee
by
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Senate Bill 575

Senate Bill 575 affects the Kansas School Immunization Statute, 72-5209, which states
immunization requirements and standards of actiomns.

First, the major change of K.S.A. 72-5209 would be from the voluntary exclusion of children
with inadequate immunization status from school attendance to mandatory exclusion from school
by incorporating the term "shall exclude" instead of "may exclude" in the text to alleviate
inconsistencies with interpretation of exclusionm.

Second, instead of the 90 day immunization notification beginning at the start of school each
year, the 90 day notice would be sent from the school board on or before May 15th for
notification of immunization requirements for the proceeding school year. The child could
not enter school unless the immunization requirements were up-to-date or exemptions were on
file.

The revision mandates the transfer of immunization records with the pupil’s transcripts when
the child transfers from school to school to prevent immunization records being left behind
in the prior school system or lost. The bill revision states that the immunization record
shall be maintained and examined for required immunization compliance.

Immunizations would be required for all school entry for the first time in this state
including school based day care and preschool facilities.

Third, the revision of the bill eliminates the term "personal grounds"” for not receiving
required immunizations; updated medical and religious exemptions are still honored.

The county, city-county or multi-county health departments may charge for immunizations on
a sliding fee scale for administrative compensation with the exception that no child may be
refused immunization for inability to pay an administrative fee. '

There is no anticipated increase in labor to implement these changes at the Kansas Department
of Health and Environment. The local health departments may notice a slight surge of clients
the first year of implementation to meet required school immunizations by school entry. With
the 5-7 year old school immunization rates at 87%, and approximately 1% of the children with
medical or religious exemptions, 12% of the children would be anticipated to need additional
immunizations.

: /
Testimony presented by: Steven R. Potsic, M.D., M.P.H. ,/Sﬁéé@&&éé/ Jﬂ%ﬂ9ég22/

Director of Health
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terri Roberts J.D., R.N.
Executive Director

700 SW Jackson, Suite 601
Topeka, Kansas 66603-3731
913-233-8638

Date: February 10, 1994

S.B. 575 Schoolage Children’s Required Immunizations

Chairperson Praeger and members of the Senate Public Health and Welfare
Committee, my name is Carolyn Middendorf M.N., R.N. and I represent the
Kansas State Nurses Association. I am here today as a proponent for the
Senate Bill 575.

I would like to preface my remarks by saying that the recommended amend-
ments to K.S.A. 72-5209 are a step in the right direction towards pre-

venting the senseless spread of childhood diseases. Health care provid-
ers must be given the means with which to enforce necessary and prudent

public health principles.

As you well know, Kansas 2 year olds are struggling to maintain a 50-60%
overall immunization compliance rate. This is equal if not below the
national average. Nearly half of Kansas children remain vulnerable to
preventable childhood diseases between the ages of 2 and entry into
kindergarten. However, the picture has improved, as the 1992-93 immuni-
zation school audit report shows a rise to 87% compliance for those
children 5-7 years of age. The simple truth of the matter is that with
the existing statute provisions, schools remain powerless in enforcing
or mandating compliance. The schools would have to defer to the discre-
tion of the parents. These are the same parents who have demonstrated
low priorities in the past when their children were 2 years old.

Clearly there must be a stronger message regarding the principles of
public health. Once children enter formal education the sheer presence
of multiple individuals in a closed environment demands the establish-
ment and enforcement of public health principles. Numerous steps will
be required in order to emphasize the significance, to demonstrate the
seriousness and finally to assist the parents in reprioritizing their
children’s health care needs.

For the schools, countless time is spent notifying parents. This is
very challenging, with nothing more than the school "may exclude" John-
nie, when the school should have the authority to say we "shall exclude"

Johnnie.

)

Kansas State Nurses Association Constituent of The American Nurses Associat% /Q/ZZ / »é/f /C/

700 SW Jackson, Suite 601 * Topeka, Kansas 66603-3731 * (913) 233-8638 * Fax (913) 233-5222
Carolyn Middendorf, M.N., R.N. -- President * Terri Roberts, ).D., R.N. -- Execmg //%
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‘Secondly, moving the 90-day notification up, earlier in the year i.

beneficial. Recently a school in
ed to work smarter earlier. That
earlier in the year and by August
compliance. (Rather than going 90
15th.) Under the current systenm,
of expulsion is not as great. 1In

the southwest part of the state decid-
meant that the parent was notified
15th the child should have been in
days into the school year or November
once the child is in school the fear
theory, this is done to eliminate the

pointless and needless risk of exposure to contagious yet preventable
childhood diseases while school is in session. The school experienced a
rapid and drastic reduction in noncompliance, a drop from 250 noncompli-
ance to less than a dozen. This is a savings of both nursing and sup-
port staff time not to mention the health savings of the children.

I spoke earlier of successfully raising immunization rates to near 90%.
Through enacting the amendments cited in this bill we will be one step

closer.

2



